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District Commander’s Corner
By D/C Michael Acciai, AP
Never Say Never

Had anyone said to me 6
years ago that [ would be
sworn in as District 6
Commander during our
spring 2026 Conference, I
would have said they were
off their rocking chair!
But here I am, entering
my first term as your
Commander.

- I promise to do my best

- for all of our
membership, keep you informed and to work with
our Bridge to keep our District a show case in the
America’s Boating Club organization.

Susguenango
We have a strong and full bridge with everyone
from last year staying on board and welcome our
new Administrative Officer, P/Stf/C Cathie
Johnston, P to the Bridge. She brings a wealth of
knowledge and talent to D6 and we are very lucky
to have her with us. She will induce herself with her
first report in this issue of The Deep 6.

Please read this issue cover to cover as it contains a
wealth of information about our District.

Until we meet again may all your skies be red at
night.

- Mike
District 6 Commander

O O0O0O0O

"THE ONLY DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN DEATH
AND TAXES IS THAT
DEATH DOESN'T

GET WORSE EVERY TIME
CONGRESS MEETS"

- WILL ROGERS

The Deep 6
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District Executive Officer’s Report
by D/Lt/C Emy Casper, AP
A Look At Membership

Hi Folks,

I hope everyone is doing
fine and you are getting
ready for the upcoming
boating season.

Here is my report to all.

Dues Increase

If you haven’t heard already the annual dues are
increasing this year. At the national conference in
February, a motion was made to increase the dues to
offset inflation rate of 9.2%. There was a vote that
passed 140 yes and 70 were a no. The increase is
effective as of April 15, 2026. That is:

* Active Members: $10 per year
* Family Membership: $20 per Year
* Life Member w/Family: $10 per Year

District Membership Levels

Below is the current membership count as of April
3, 2026.

Rochester
Member Member
Count — Count —
Squadron Oct. 2025 April 2026
Swiftwater 37 41
Syracuse 74 75
Utica 6 6
Total 328 340

National Membership Levels

At the top of the next page is the National
Membership Summary as of March, 2026 and it is a
comparison from March 2025 to March 2026.

Cruising Opportunities

I also wanted to communicate to you about the
upcoming cruises organized by the National; if you
like to join them.

We Love Cruising Together February 2027

Looking for a nice tropical getaway after the
Annual Meeting in February 2027? You can join
our cruise group that will be sailing out of Fort
Lauderdale on the brand-new Sun Princess Feb. 14—
21, 2027. We will sail to Grand Turk, Turks and
Caicos, San Juan, Puerto Rico; then Amber Cove,

Member  Member Dominican Republic. I'll book you in the current
Count—  Count - Princess cruises promotion or with our exclusive
Squadron Oct. 2025 April 2026 group rates, whichever is better for you at time of
Auburn 5 5 booking. Please contact Dawn Eckhart at 727-403-
0406 or dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com to join our
Iroquois 36 44 group! —Dawn Eckhart
Ithaca 11 11
Looking Ahead to Our February 2028 Cruise
Lockport 5 5 Cruise bookings are going through the roof right
now, so it's not too early to get reserved on our
ednesier 20 2 group cruise out of Tampa in 2028. We will be
Seneca 56 51 sailing on the Celebrity Constellation to
Georgetown, Grand Cayman; Cozumel and Costa
Susquenango 48 51
Page 4 of 33 The Deep 6
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3/1/2026 to 3/1/2025 to
3/31/2026 3/31/2025
A
P/
S
Active  AP/SC Active C
Beginning of Beginning of Month Current Active
Month 13,740 60 15,708 71 Squadrons 257
Current Sustaining
Gains Gains Members 14
Current Life
New members 127 0 New members 104 74 Members 2,331
Current Sustaining
Reinstatements 0 0 Reinstatements 88 7 & Life Members 46
Total Gains 127 0 Status change 6 0
Losses/ Deaths 24 0 Total Gains 192 11 1In 1993 - 58,884
These totals do not include
Non-renewals 127 1 Losses/Deaths 29 Oapprentices and sea scouts
Total Losses 162 1 Non-renewals 205 3
Ending
Membership 13,705 59 Total Losses 234 3
Percent change
month start toend  -0.25% -1.67% Ending Membership 15,666 79
Percent change year
over year -12.52% -25

Maya, Mexico. The cruise departs immediately after
the Annual Meeting on Feb. 13 and returns Feb. 20.
Group pricing includes the classic drinks package
and basic Wi-Fi. All are welcome to join us! Please
contact Dawn Eckhart at
dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com or call 727-403-
0406 to get signed up. -Dawn Eckhart

Member Benefits
Below are some of the benefits available to you. I
strongly encourage you to log on to the Membership

Portal, below is the link. From the top menu called
About you will see My Member benefits link, select
the link and it will take you to a variety of benefits
that you can take advantage of. I copied and pasted
some of them to show you. Each offer is clickable
and it will give you a lot more information.

https://portal.americasboatingclub.org/

The Deep 6

Page 5 of 33


mailto:dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com
mailto:dawn@dawnstraveldeals.com
https://portal.americasboatingclub.org/

United States Power Squadrons®

Marine / Boating Benefits * Farmers Insurance
* ARGO Navigation e Travelers Insurance
* Boatfix * VPI Pet Insurance
* Coastal Explorer from Rose Point e Vision Insurance Plans
* Ditch Navigation
* GPS for Mariners Vessel Safety Report
* Hamilton Marine Below are the total numbers for each club.
*  McGraw Hill
Soundings That is all for now from me. Wishing everyone a
e Weems & Plath great spring and summer with lots of fun and on the

- Wow Training Aids water activities.

- Emy
District 6 Executive Olfficer
Insurance 00000
* America’s Boating Club Boat Insurance
Discounted Boat Insurance for our
members only.
Squadron Stickers Inspectors Total Total Passed
issued in Checks
2025 2025
[roquois 40 3 16 13
Ithaca 10 1 12 12
Rochester 130 3 37 33
Seneca 20 3 17 15
Susquenango 10 1 10 9
Swiftwater 30 4 44 38
Syracuse 40 5 45 45
Total 280 181 165
INote: For 2024 D6 had a total of 189
For 2025 the total is 181

Page 6 of 33 The Deep 6
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Administrative Officer’s Report
by Cathie Johnstone, P

Allow Me To Introduce Myself...
Hi!
I am Cathie Johnstone and
have just been elected as
your new District
Administrative Officer. |
thought I would start out
by introducing myself and
giving you a brief look
into my boating life.
I was introduced to
boating at the age of
three, Mom wanted at cottage and Dad
wanted a boat. Clearly, Dad won that debate. We
started with a small cedar strip runabout and worked
our way up to a 35-foot 1963 Chris-Craft tri-cabin
wooden cruiser. Summers were spent cruising the
Rideau River to the Thousand Islands and I have
great childhood memories of ice cream in
Alexandria Bay and fishing around Park Islands
with “new friends” met along the way.

One summer, a kind fisherman taught a bunch of us
how to clean fish. Turns out I loved the fishing but
didn’t really enjoy the eating them. At least it kept
us occupied, as five weeks in the islands on a small
boat with three children must have been very
challenging for my parents. I think my mother had
the patience of a saint.

Most of my Power Squadron history is with the
Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS). I have
served at all three levels of the Power Squadron
from Squadron Commander, District Commander
and up to the National Executive Officer with many
other jobs in between. I am currently the Vice Chair
of the CPS Foundation which is similar to the USPS
Education Fund. I have been a Life Member since
2005 and received my 41 merit mark this year.

While visiting the USPS Annual Meetings,
representing CPS, I decided to join and become a
member of USPS in 2015. [ am a member of the
Syracuse Squadron and have served at the National
level as an Aide to Chief Commander Ralph
Bernard as the CPS Liaison and as a Staff Cdr in the
National Meetings Committee.

Syracuse

My husband, Jim, and I live on the Rideau River in
Manotick, Ontario (a suburb of Ottawa) and spend
our summers cruising the Rideau River and the
Thousand Islands in the St Laurence River on our
1985 38-foot Chris-Craft. We especially enjoy our
time spent on Binnacle Island which is in Canadian
waters and owned by the Syracuse Squadron.

If you haven’t yet had the chance to visit Binnacle,
consider joining us at the Binnacle Island BBQ
scheduled on Saturday July 18™. It will be a great
opportunity to tour the Island and cottage and see
this magical place. The squadron will supply food,
soda and water. Bring a dish to pass if you’d like,
and your own adult beverages.

You can arrive on the island by boat (after clearing
Canadian customs) or drive by car to Clark’s
Marina (35 Clark Dr, Gananoque, ON K7G 2V5),
where we are offering a 12-noon pick-up to ferry
you out to the island. There is a $10 parking fee at
Clark’s. Clark’s is about a two-hour drive from
Syracuse and is located just outside of Gananoque.

To RSVP and for more information contact Jim
Scherzi, 315-447-8051, jim@scherzi.com or Tom
Erickson, 315-243-4447, erickt] 3029(@gmail.com.

I am the lucky winner of the 2026 Binnacle Island
raffle and will be spending the week of July 11-18
at the Island. The cottage is available for weekly
rental to USPS and CPS members. The sunsets from
the middle deck by the fire pit are amazing and
offer an unobstructed view of the Bateau Channel. I
can’t wait to get there.

We are always looking for input from members on
what we can do to improve your experience with
the power squadron and how we can increase our
member retention. The Education Department has
introduced a number of seminars that may be of
interest and help to entice new members to your
squadron. Check out the Boating with Confidence
and Partner in Command / Crew at the Helm and
consider offering them at your yacht club.

I have had the privilege of meeting some of you and
look forward to meeting more D6 members. If you

The Deep 6
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have any questions, please feel free to contact me at
admin@uspsd6.org.

Happy Boating.

- Cathie
District 6 Administrative Officer

O 0 O0O0O

Education Corner

By D/Lt/C Ira Goldman, SN-ACN

Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron Wins Polaris
Award!
For many years the
Americas Boating
Club | USPS has
recognized excellence
in individual teaching
with the annual
Charles F. Chapman
Award for Excellence
in Teaching. In 2024 the Polaris Award for
Excellence in Team Teaching was introduced. in
2024, to recognize instruction teams. An
"instructional team" is two or more people who
collaborate in the planning and facilitation of
student learning. Team teaching can be in a real or
virtual classroom, on the water, or a combination.

Both the Chapman and Polaris awards cover a
teaching year that starts in July and continues
through the end of June. Last year Finger Lakes,
Ithaca, Rochester, and Susquenango submitted
Chapman nominees and Iroquois, Ithaca, and
Syracuse submitted Polaris nominees. The D6
Bridge selected Rick Hibbs and Les Smith for the
two Chapman nominees and Syracuse for the one
Polaris nomination we are allowed to submit to the
national committee.

On February 14" at the Americas Boating Club
Annual Meeting in Myrtle Beach, SC the Syracuse
ABC, BH, CUPS team was presented with one of
two national Polaris awards! You can read an in
depth article about the award in the latest edition of
the Ensign magazine

Irondoguois

https://issuu.com/theensign/docs/theensignspring20
26_bd2813c26fdeef

National Education Officer Q2 Seminar Challenge!
Jan Wright, the new National Education Officer has
issued a challenge to each district and squadron to
offer one of the 29 Seminars that we have during
the second quarter of 2026, preferably in
conjunction with Safe Boating Week May 16-22.
You can see the list of 29 seminars in 7 categories
on our website
https://www.usps.org/departments/13000/13000-
curriculum/13000-seminars The District did our
part by offering the Introduction to Marine
Navigation at the Spring Conference on April 18 —
now it’s to the Squadrons to do your part!

National

Safe Boating
Week

May 16 - 22, 2026

£5 |

-Ira
District 6 Education Olfficer
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From the Assistant Education Officer

By D/1%/Lt Clark Godshall, SN
Future Adventures on Your Radar?

After shaking off the
“winter doldrums”, we can
now focus on the future
adventures ahead.

National Safe Boating Week

National Safe Boating Week will be held from May
16-22, 2026, reminding all boaters to brush up on
boating safety skills and prepare for the boating
season. This observance week is the annual kick-off
of the Safe Boating Campaign, a global awareness
effort that encourages boaters to make the most of
their boating adventure by being responsible.
Locally, we will be conducting Vessel Safety Check
Blitzes at the local launches and obtaining city and
county proclamations from the politicians, who just
love a good photo-op with a life-preserver on!

U.S. Coast Guard statistics show that drowning was
the reported cause of death in three out of every
four recreational boating fatalities and that 87
percent of those who drowned were not wearing life
jackets.

The National Safe Boating Council recommends
these tips for boaters:

» Take a boating safety course. Gain valuable
knowledge and on-water experience in a boating
safety course with many options for novice to
experienced boaters.

* Check equipment. Schedule a free vessel safety
check with local U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary or
U.S. Power Squadrons to make sure all essential
equipment is present, working and in good
condition.

» File a float plan. Always let someone on shore
know the trip itinerary, including operator and
passenger information, boat type and

Swiftwater

registration, and communication equipment on
board before you leave the dock.

*  Wear a life jacket. Make sure everyone wears a
life jacket — every time. A stowed life jacket is
no use in an emergency.

* Use an engine cut-off switch — it’s the law. An
engine cut-off switch is a proven safety device
to stop a powerboat engine should the operator
unexpectedly fall overboard.

*  Watch the weather. Always check the forecast
before departing on the water and frequently
during the excursion.

* Never boat under the influence. Always
designate a sober skipper.

» Keep in touch. Have more than one
communication device that works when wet.
VHEF radios, emergency locator beacons,
satellite phones, and cell phones can all be
important devices in an emergency. Learn more
at www.safeboatingcampaign.com

Partner in Command / Crew at the Helm

Many Yacht Clubs are getting a jump on pre-season
training programs. One of my favorites is: Partner
in Command / Crew at the Helm
https://americasboatingclub.org/index.php/seminars/
safety/crew-at-the-helm Local USPS, USCG and
fire department members conduct hands-on
activities, as they discuss how to plan and prepare
for an emergency. Feel free to help out!

USA Semiquincentenial

2026 marks the 250th anniversary of our nation.
Many water-based communities will be asked to
support major on-water celebrations, albeit fire-
works, rendezvous, drone shows. New York Harbor
will be a central focus in July, with Sail4"250. This
will be a phenomenal display of vessels from
around the world.

Don’t Be A Statistic
Visting the local USCG Sector Command Center
for the Eastern Great Lakes with our USPS

The Deep 6
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members highlighted the two major reasons that
Search and Rescue calls are made in the summer==
a.) running out of gas and b.) dead batteries.
Remind your boating communities of the 1/3 rule
for fuel (1/3 out, 1/3 back and 1/3 in reserve). Carry
a battery back-up pack that are now readily
available.

Cruising Opportunities
I am again working with the professional USPS
Cruise Organizer, Dawn Eckhart for another

Celebrity Caribbean Cruise in December of 2027. It
is not too early to hold a spot at a great price. Feel
free to contact me for the information (716)-523-
1730.

Enjoy a safe summer.

- Clark
District 6 Assistant Education Officer

A Message from the District 6 Secretary
By D/Lt/C Chris Foster, P

Happy Spring to all! A
new season of boating is
getting under way. Would
you like to stay informed
on the latest boating news,
safety tips and lessons
from other boaters? You
can register to receive
electronic news from the
America’s Boating Club®
via the Integrated
Management Information System (iMIS).

You can set up your Communications Preferences
for your account to receive any or all of the
following communications:

Upcoming events

Charitable campaigns

Leadership Information

Educational opportunities

Promotional emails

My Membership

National Meeting Minutes

e Member news

e Member benefits mail

e Ensign Magazine, newsletters

After logging onto the Membership Portal (Home),
click on your name and select My Account. From
there you select Preferences to see which
communications you are currently subscribed to.

While you are in the My Account area, explore the
other tabs — About Me, Participation, Achievements
and Education. There is a lot of useful information
under each tab. For instance, you can view your
educational history under the Education tab.

One other item that is useful for all members is the
“Using the Member Portal” manual. This manual is
located under the Tools & Report tab on the main
window. There are also user manuals for District
and Squadron Commanders. These manuals detail
procedures that every Commander should be
familiar with.

Happy Birthday Iroquois Power Squadron!

< B

Figure 1: Iroquois Sail & Power Squadron Burgee

This year our very own Iroquois Sail & Power
Squadron turns 50! This entitles their burgee to
sport a Gold Border to signify their
accomplishment. A brief excerpt of their history
below was taken from their website. To read their
full history, click on this link: ISPS History.

Page 10 of 33
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“spict

On 20 November 1975, 44 members of Rochester
Power Squadron signed a petition to the USPS
Governing Board requesting a new squadron charter
for what would become Iroquois Power Squadron.

That possibility became a reality on 24 January
1976. P/C Murray Goddard along with (44)
members officially received the charter for Iroquois
Power Squadron. In 1999 our squadron name was
updated to Iroquois Sail and Power Squadron.

In the 1970’s USPS recognized the need to
approach boating and membership as family-
oriented activities. Bylaws were changed to make
family membership available. The first female and
family members were invited to join USPS in 1982.

In 1986 ISPS Commander Gloria (Skip) Galusha
became the first female commander in District 6.

The name Iroquois was selected to reflect the
Iroquois presence and tradition in our area. Our
burgee was designed to depict five Iroquois Long
Houses representing the five original Iroquois
nations. The white arrow head on the blue field was
used for symbolic reference to an item that was
used by Iroquois culture when the Iroquois
Confederacy was founded.

- Chris
District 6 Secretary

A Message from the District 6 Treasurer
By D/Lt/C Bridgett Arieno, JN

Happy Spring! I hope you
are all getting ready for the
boating season. Not the
most fun part of the whole
experience because it can
be a lot of work getting the
boat ready to hit the water.
But it’s worth it! Here’s to
hoping for a beautiful
summer with many
boating opportunities.

My husband, Rick Hibbs,
and I did something different this year for St.
Patrick’s Day. Instead of going out and drinking a
lot of beer and eating Corned Beef and Cabbage, we
went out and bought a new boat. And I mean NEW!
We have a Ranger Tug 27 that is being built as you
read this article. It is supposed to be delivered on
June 1%, but you know how that goes. We are
hopeful that we have it sometime in June. It will be
delivered to FLX Marine in Unions Springs, which
is on Cayuga Lake. They’ve asked us to run about
20 hours on the twin Yamaha 150 outboard engines
so that they can do the first maintenance before they
deliver it to Shumway Marine on the Genesee
River, it’s new home on a floating cement covered
dock. Our “shakedown” cruise to accumulate 20

hours will be over 4 or 5 days on Cayuga Lake,
including a visit to Paul & Maxine Flagg’s dock,
and maybe even venture over to Seneca Lake, since
it is connected by a canal. We are very excited!

We are attempting to get down to 3 boats, so we are
trading in our Bayliner Element 16 and are sadly
putting our Sabre 28 sailboat up for sale. That
leaves us with the Ranger Tug, a 17-foot canoe and
an 8-foot Fatty Knees sailing dinghy.

And the excitement continues! We just returned
from the Virgin Islands. We spent one night on St.
Thomas at a beautiful Westin Resort, then took a
ferry over to Tortola to pick up our Moorings 50-
foot sailing catamaran with 5 cabins. We met up
with the rest of our crew so that we had a total of
nine people for a seven-day cruise around the
British Virgin Islands. We have done this trip about
a dozen times, and I must say that it never gets
boring. We always find something new. This year
we had a lobster dinner at Harris’ Place on Jost Van
Dyke. The owner/chef, Cynthia, is a character! We
had the place to ourselves for the most part and she
put us to work helping to serve the dinner and
making drinks. Luckily, we didn’t have to do the
dishes! Afterwards, she sat down with us to talk
about life and the joys of the islands. She spent
about 18 years in NYC, so she knew the difference.

The Deep 6
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We also had a second boat tag along with us. The
other couple, friends of friends, who had never been
to the BVIs before, rented a Moorings 40-foot
power catamaran. What a great opportunity for us to
have a spare power catamaran! We ended up all
getting on board their boat for a quick trip to
Anegada for some snorkeling. It would’ve taken the
whole day and a need to spend the night if we had
to sail there and back. Much quicker on the power
boat.

After we turned in the boat, we took a private water
taxi from Tortola to Cruz Bay, St. John. We then
spent the next five days at a beautiful six-bedroom
villa atop a waterfront hill with beautiful views
from every room. We rented a couple of Bronco
Sports to get around the island. OMG — the roads
are scary! You are driving on the left and the roads
are narrow and steep with blind spots everywhere.
Fortunately, we made it without incident. If you
ever get to St. John, Trunk Bay is a must-see. The
beautiful water and white sand are like no other.
The sand was like baby powder! We were sorry to
leave but happy to be back home.

Unfortunately, we missed the Spring Conference
due to the conflict with our trip. Nancy Bieber, our
new Assistant Treasurer, kindly presented my
Treasurer’s Report. The bottom line is that we are
financially sound. If you have any questions about
our financials, please let me know and I’ll be happy
to share them with you.

Figure 2: Our Moorings 50-foot sailboat, “Anchor Management”.

Figure 3: View from our Villa.

“a

Figure 4: Trunk Bay.

United States Power Squadrons®

- Bridgett
District 6 Treasurer
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Vessel Safety Chair Report
By D/1%/Lt David Krause District VSC Chair
Spring Update

Examiners: [ am For all District Members, and for the General
starting to get calls in Public, it’s time to remind you of the link from
Syracuse and I am sure National that connects you with examiners (Both
you are also, wherever USGCG Aux and USPS) who live in your area.
you are. The Annual Most importantly, tell them where your boats is!
Vessel Examiner’s

https://wow.uscgaux.info/i_want _a_vsc/index.php

Workshop from
National is not
required this year, but
certainly recommended. That link is at:
https://www.usps.org/images/Exec/Safety/vsc/VSC
_Workshop/2026_VE_workshop FINALlessQuiz.p
df

- Dave
District 6 Vessel Safety Chair

Figure 5: Copyright © 2026 by Power Line and respective authors.
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From Around the District (and Beyond)

Correction

By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6
Credit for the cover photo of the Winter 2026
(February) issue of The Deep 6 was mistakenly
attributed to Chris Foster when, in fact, it was a
photo taken by his wife, Wendy Foster. The Editor
wishes to express his sincere apology for the
oversight and will promise to buy Chris a beer for
any marital issues this error may have caused! ©

Pleasure Craft 2026 Lock Schedule Announced
St. Lawrence Seaway System

v —

Canadian Locks

The pleasure craft lockage season in the Montreal /
Lake Ontario section will run from May 15™ to
October 18", 2026.

A pre-opening weekend will take place from May
8t to May 10,

From September 8™ to October 18, a reduced
schedule will apply (see below).

Lockage Schedule

Regular Schedule (May 15 - September 7)

(also applies during the pre-opening weekend, May
8-10)

Lockages take place at fixed times. You can expect
to be locked within approximately 1 hour of your
scheduled time.

Upbound Lockages (toward Lake Ontario)

« St. Lambert: 9:00 a.m.

* (Cote Sainte-Catherine: 11:00 a.m.

* Lower Beauharnois: 3:00 p.m.

» Upper Beauharnois: 4:00 p.m.

Downbound Lockages (toward Montreal)

* Upper Beauharnois: 11:00 a.m.

* Lower Beauharnois: 12:00 p.m.
» Cote Sainte-Catherine: 4:00 p.m.
» St. Lambert: 6:00 p.m.

Reduced Schedule (Sept 8 — Oct 18)

* Lockage times remain the same
*  Only one direction is available each day:
e Upbound: Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
Sunday
e Downbound: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

I[roquois Lock

Starting this year, pleasure craft will be scheduled
through the lock during designated time windows as
outlined in the schedule below.

May 8-10, 2026:

One daily lockage

Upbound (toward Great Lakes): 10:00 am
Downbound (toward Montréal): 10:30 am
May 15 to September 7, 2026:

Three daily lockages

Upbound: 10:00 am, 1:00 pm, 5:00 pm
Downbound: 10:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm
September 8 to October 18, 2026:

One daily lockage

Upbound: 10:00 am

Downbound: 10:30 am

At the Lock

Contact the linesperson on VHF Channel 68 when
near or at the pleasure craft dock.

Online Reservations

All lockages must be booked online via The St.
Lawrence Seaway Management Corporation’s
Pleasure Craft webpage. Another bulletin will be
published once the reservation service is

available.

St. Lawrence Reservation System is Now Online

St. Lawrence Seaway System
PLEASURE CRAFT BULLETIN # 2 - 2026
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LAKE ONTARIO SECTION

The online pleasure craft reservation service for the
Montreal — Lake Ontario section is now live. If you
do not have an account, you will be prompted to
create one.

Seneca Lake Levels High

By Tom Alley Finger Lakes
Seneca Lake water levels remain high at publication
time. So high, that the docks of the Watkins Glen
Village Marina are just barely poking above the
surface. Since this effectively negates any
protection provided by fenders to docked boats,
boat launches for marina tenants are being
postpoined until such time as water levels subside.

Powered by www.LakeLevels.info @, Show all
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1ase: MSL Change Since Yesterday: | 0,04 Feet
)l 446.30 feet Level Controlled by:
Winter P 445.70 feet Dam Name: Waterloo (NEW YORK STATE CANAL CORPORATION)
od Pool: 448,00 feet

Figure 6: Image courtesy of https://seneca.uslakes.info/Level/.

And to think, just last October, water levels were so
low that people were having problems getting to the
haulout slip without running aground!

-Tom

Comments? Questions? Your Two Cents?

Do you have comments about any of the contents of
this issue? Please send your letters to the editor
(theDeep6(@uspsd6.org) and we’ll share the
best/most insightful here!

- k:—na_L»‘

P
v —

R e

T qus ROLL A JOINT
BUT WHEN 1D0

—
_

__IT'S MY ANKLE.

S oSyt

Figure 7:|C0pyright © 2026 by Power Line and respective authors.
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Educational Opportunities in District 6

Scheduling Note

Below are the classes that are being offered within District 6. If you see a class that interests you, note the
squadron name and then reach out to the contacts at the end of this section.

Public Boating Course

Squadron ‘ Date(s)
Rochester May 16"
America’s Boating Course Swiftwater May 9"
Syracuse May 2™
Advanced Grades
Course Squadron \ Date(s)
Boat Handling (S) Syracuse September 14"
Marine Navigation (P)
Advanced Marine Navigation (AP)
Offshore Navigation (JN)
Celestial Navigation (N)
Inland Boater (N) Coming soon.
Electives
Course Squadron ‘ Date(s)
Engine Maintenance Finger Lakes / Seneca Late Summer / Early Fall 2026
Instructor Development National June 11" (online)
Marine Communication Systems
Marine Electrical Systems
Operations Training
Radar for Boaters
Sail Finger Lakes / Seneca May 6"
Weather
Seminars
Seminar Squadron \ Date(s)

AIS Electronics for Boaters

All About VHF/DSC Marine Radio
Anchoring with Assurance Finger Lakes / Seneca August 1%
Boating on Rivers, Locks & Lakes
Boating with Confidence

Confidence in Docking & Undocking
Crew at the Helm (Partner in Cmd)
Crossing Borders

Cruising Boats & Systems
Emergencies on Board

Fuel and Boating

Hands-On Training (formerly POTW)
How to Use a Chart
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Seminar Squadron
How to Use GPS

\ Date(s)

Hurricane Preparation for Boaters

Introduction to Marine Batteries

Introduction to Navigation

Introduction to OpenCPN

Knots and Line Handling

Man Overboard

Mariner’s Compass

Modern Weather Forecasting

Paddle Smart

Partner in Command (Crew at the
Helm)

Planning Your Cruise

Propane Systems on Your Boat

Rules of the Road

Tides and Currents

Trailering Your Boat

Weather for Boaters

Contact Information

Finger Lakes Chapter/Seneca
SEO Katie Alley: seo@abc-flx.org
ASEO Scott Williams: aseo@abc-flx.org

Iroquois
SEO Mark Watkins: mkwatkins@frontiernet.net
Ithaca

SEO Jim Graney jgraney@twcny.rr.com
ASEQ Jamie Seroka jamie.saroka@gmail.com

Rochester

SEO Don Reaves donaldreaves@gmail.com
ASEO Rick Hibbs rhibbs@rochester.rr.com

Susquenango
SEO Les Smith: Ismith&84@stny.rr.com
ASEO Bill Herrick wherrick@stny.rr.com

Swiftwater

SEO Clark Godshall cgodshall9211(@gmail.com
Syracuse

SEO Tess Freedman: tbfreedm@gmail.com

Publicize Your Training Opportunities!

If your squadron is planning to offer any type of
formal or informal class, seminar, or hands-on
training opportunity, please let the editor know so it
can be publicized here.

Send information to theDeepb6(@uspsd6.org.

Quote of the Day:

example.

You never appreciate what you have until it's gone. Toilet paper is a good

- Unknown

The Deep 6
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Can You Use a Boating License in Other States?

Contributed by Nancy Harvey

Boating is a cherished pastime for many, offering a
chance to explore serene waterways and create
lasting memories. However, for boaters venturing
beyond their home state, a common question arises:
is their boating license valid in other states?
Understanding the intricacies of boating license
reciprocity is crucial for compliance and safety.
America’s Boating Club | United States Power
Squadrons, a leading authority in boating education
and safety, provides invaluable insights into these
rules, empowering boaters with the knowledge they
need for seamless interstate boating.

Do You Need a License to Drive a Boat?

The answer to this question depends on the state
where you plan to operate. In many states, a boating
license or boater safety certificate is mandatory for
operating motorized watercraft. For instance, states
like New York and Texas require individuals born
after certain dates to complete a boating safety
course and obtain a certificate. Other states, like
Alaska, have no general licensing requirements but
still expect operators to follow safety protocols.
Understanding local regulations is essential,
particularly if you're transitioning from recreational
boating in one state to another.

Certain age groups and boat types may be subject to
specific rules. For instance, younger boaters often
face stricter requirements, and personal watercraft
(PWC) operators may need additional certifications.
If you’re uncertain about the regulations in your
destination, checking in advance can help you avoid
potential fines or operational restrictions.

What Is Boating License Reciprocity?
Boating license reciprocity refers to the recognition

of out-of-state boating licenses or safety certificates.

It operates similarly to the reciprocity agreements
for driver’s licenses, allowing boaters to operate
legally across state lines without undergoing
redundant certification processes. Most states honor
valid boating licenses from other jurisdictions,

provided they meet the basic standards for boater
education and safety.

However, reciprocity doesn’t always mean
uniformity. States may impose additional
requirements, such as age restrictions, proof of
residency, or endorsements for certain types of
vessels. For example, a boater safety certificate
from Florida might suffice for most states but could
require supplemental permits in states with unique
regulations. Staying informed about boating
regulations across states ensures a smooth and
lawful boating experience.

Boater Safety Certificate Interstate Rules

A boater safety certificate is a fundamental
requirement in many states, serving as proof that an
individual has completed an approved boating
safety course. While these certificates are generally
accepted across state lines, the specific rules
governing their use can vary widely.

For instance, some states may require operators of
larger vessels or boats used for commercial
purposes to obtain additional endorsements or
licenses. Others might have stricter rules for
younger operators, mandating direct supervision or
enhanced training. Before embarking on an
interstate boating trip, take the time to verify the
boater safety certificate interstate rules for your
destination. This extra step not only ensures
compliance but also promotes a safer and more
enjoyable experience on the water.

Understanding Out-of-State Boating License
Requirements

Each state has unique requirements for out-of-state
boaters, influenced by local waterway conditions,
environmental considerations, and public safety
priorities. Here are a few examples:

o Florida: Accepts out-of-state boating licenses
but requires operators born after 1988 to
complete an approved safety course.
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o California: Recognizes equivalent certifications
but mandates that boaters carry documentation
on board at all times.

e Maine: Requires boaters operating motorized
vessels over a specific horsepower to hold a
valid license or boater safety certificate, even if
they’re visiting.

To navigate these variations, always research the

specific out-of-state boating license requirements of

the state where you’ll be boating. Carry both
physical and digital copies of your license and
safety certificate to avoid any issues during
inspections.

Are Boating Licenses Nationwide?

While the idea of a nationwide boating license is
appealing for its simplicity, such a system does not
currently exist. Boating licenses are issued and
regulated by individual states, each with its own set
of standards. This lack of standardization means
that a license valid in one state may not fulfill the
requirements of another.

Organizations like America’s Boating Club | United
States Power Squadrons advocate for greater
consistency in boating regulations across states
while emphasizing the importance of state-specific
knowledge. Their educational programs provide
comprehensive training, equipping boaters with the
skills and awareness needed to navigate varying
requirements.

Is a Boating License Lifetime?

The longevity of a boating license depends on the
issuing state. Some states, like New York, issue
lifetime licenses that never expire, while others
require periodic renewals or additional training to
maintain validity. For instance:

¢ New York: Offers lifetime licenses that remain
valid as long as the holder complies with state
laws.

e Georgia: Requires renewals every few years to
ensure boaters stay up-to-date with safety
regulations.

If you’re moving or planning extended boating
trips, check whether your license needs renewal or
if it will remain valid under the new state’s rules.

Tips for Cross-State Boater License Acceptance
When planning to boat in a different state,
preparation is key. Follow these tips to ensure a
hassle-free experience:

1. Research Local Regulations: Each state has
distinct rules regarding boating licenses, safety
equipment, and vessel operation. Research
ahead of time to avoid surprises.

2. Carry Proper Documentation: Always have a
copy of your boating license or boater safety
certificate, along with any additional permits
required by your destination.

3. Complete a Recognized Boating Course: A
course from America’s Boating Club | United
States Power Squadrons provides
comprehensive training and ensures you’re
equipped to handle various scenarios on the
water.

4. Join a Local Squadron: Membership in a local
squadron offers access to expert advice,
community events, and continued education to
enhance your boating skills.

Boating Preparedness Across State Lines

Boating across state lines can be an enriching
experience, but it requires preparation and an
understanding of boating license reciprocity.
America’s Boating Club | United States Power
Squadrons is your trusted partner for boating
education and safety. By completing a course and
staying informed about regulations, you can become
a more skilled and confident boater.

Oo0o0O0o0
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The Night the Great Lakes Took the Mighty Fitz

Figure 8: The Edmund Fitzgerald. Image from Wisconsin Public Radio web site wpr.org.

For those of us who boat on the Great Lakes, here is
a short true story for your education and learning.

On November 9, 1975, the massive ore freighter SS
Edmund Fitzgerald left Superior, Wisconsin, bound
for Detroit. At 729 feet long, she was one of the
largest ships ever to sail the Great Lakes and was
affectionately known by sailors as ""The Mighty
Fitz."

She carried 29 crew members and over 26,000 tons
of iron ore across Lake Superior — a lake known
for its beauty, and its danger.

The Storm Builds

By the afternoon of November 10, conditions began
to deteriorate. The winds increased, snow reduced
visibility and the waves climbed higher and higher.
Soon, hurricane-force winds pushed waves as high
as 35 feet. Ice formed on decks and rigging. The
crew battled the storm as water washed over the
bow again and again. Nearby ships reported brutal
conditions, but the Fitzgerald kept moving forward.

The Final Words

At 7:10 p.m., Captain Ernest McSorley radioed
another vessel nearby. His final message was calm
and simple: "We are holding our own."

Ten minutes later, the Fitzgerald disappeared from
radar. There was no distress call, no lifeboats were

launched, and no survivors. All 29 crew members
were lost.

A Mystery Beneath the Waves

Search teams later found the wreck 530 feet below
the surface of Lake Superior, broken into two
pieces. But even today, no one knows exactly what
caused the ship to sink.

Some believe: A rogue wave struck the vessel, or
Cargo hatches failed, or Structural damage
weakened the hull, or the ship struck a shoal. The
truth will never be known.

A Lesson for Every Boater

The loss of the Fitzgerald remains the most famous
shipwreck on the Great Lakes — and a powerful
reminder that even the largest, most experienced
vessels are no match for nature.

Great Lakes boaters still repeat an old saying:
"Lake Superior never gives up her dead."

For those of us who love the water, the story of the
Mighty Fitz is more than history — it's a reminder

to respect the weather, trust your instincts, and
never underestimate the lakes we call home.

Source: Historical records of the SS Edmund
Fitzgerald sinking, November 10, 1975 (Public
domain historical facts)
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District 6 Spring Conference Recap
By Ann Smith, P

Figure 9: One of the many table centerpieces welcoming
attendees to the 2026 Spring Conference.

The District 6 Spring Conference was held on April
17 —-19, 2026 at the Holiday Inn Downtown
Binghamton, NY and was hosted by the
Susquenango Squadron. Attendees were treated to a
free light dinner on Friday night in the hospitality
section of the ballroom we used for the weekend
events. After dining, we had a “Paint & Sip” event
whereby participants chose to paint or color nautical
theme art pieces while enjoying a beverage of their
choice from the provided District 6 beverage bar.

The District business meeting was held on Saturday
morning starting at 8:30 a.m. We heard from our
Chief Commander Michael S. Wiedel, SN via a
prerecorded message. The bridge officers gave their
reports on the current status of our District and
issues at the national level of the organization.
Several awards were given out to squadrons and
individuals.

Conference Chairperson

After a delicatessen style lunch buffet, the
conference continued with three afternoon
presentations. Terry Bossert conducted a slide
presentation on her nautical theme art pieces which
was well received. Her attention to detail in her art
is extraordinary. Our second presentation was given
by Cris and Frank Broderick. They shared their
story on their search for the perfect boat and
preparing to leave in June to journey through the
Great Loop. We especially liked their song written
for their journey. The last presentation was a
seminar on Intro to Navigation taught by Les Smith.

Saturday evening started off with a cocktail party
and Change of Watch ceremony for the bridge
officers. We then enjoyed a banquet meal followed
by the presentation of the national awards won by
two of our squadrons: the Syracuse Squadron
teaching team winning the Polaris Award, and the
Susquenango Squadron winning the Community
Relations Award 2" place. Thanks to all those who
supported our 50/50 and basket raffles.

On Sunday morning, the past district commanders,
squadron commanders and the bridge officers met.
They decided to send out a survey to the District to
get feedback on the conference and what members
want to see for the future.

On behalf of the conference committee, thank you
to all who attended and supported this event. More
pictures from the event are to follow.
- ,("
i

Figure 10: D/C Michael Acciai is sworn in to office.

The Deep 6
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America’s Boating Club District 6 Spring Conference 2026
Photos by Ann Smith Susquenango
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Figure 11: A message from Chief Commander Michael Wiedel. Figure 12: District Commander Karen Green welcomes attendees.

Figure 13: District Education Officer Ira Goldman reports & presents certificates to the 2025 District 6 Chapman Award Nominees.
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2025 Chapman Award Nominees Recognized

Figure 15: James Graney, Ithaca Squadron.

Figure 16: Tim Reilley accepting on behalf of James Seroka, Ithaca  Figure 17: Tom Alley accepting on behalf of Jim McGinnis, Seneca
Squadron. Squadron.

Figure 18: Emy Casper accepting on behalf of Rick Hibbs, Rochester Squadron.
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Figure 19: Bob Bossert accepting on behalf of the Iroquois
Teaching Team.

Certificate of Education Achievement in recognition for Senior Navigator Grade

| Earned
| Earned

r | N | Earned
r |JN | Earned
r_| NN | Earned

JN-CN ) Earned

Earned

| Earned

Figure 23: Tom Alley for James Morris, Seneca Squadron.

Figure 20: Tim Reilley & James Graney accepting on behalf of the

Ithaca Team.

Figure 22: Emy Casper for Thomas P. Nicholas, Rochester
Squadron

Earned
Earned
Earned

Seneca

Susquenango

Susguenango

Swiftwater Earned
Swiftwater Earned
Swiftwater Earned

Earned
Earned
Earned
Earned

S

Figure 24: Bill Herrick, Susquenango Squadron.
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Figure 25: Mary Kucharek for John Langill, Susquenango Figure 26: Ken Green, Syracuse Squadron.
Squadron.

National M

I Mlember: 31 5

R e Sjl_p Summary as of March 12006
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Figure 27: Emy Casper reports on the status of membership nationally.

Figure 28:Bob Bossert accepts the 50 Merit Mark for a member of Iroquois Squadron.
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Collocting the Crabs in the Crab Pots

Figure 29: Terry Bossert (Iroquois Squadron) presents and describes her art work.

el Global Positioning System
PS)

= (
= Both land & marine GPS use the same

satellites

= Provide positions within + 10 feet
= Errors from:

Figure 31: Les Smith (Susquenango Squadron) conducts the Intro to Navigation
Seminar.

Figure 30: Cris & Frank Broderick (Susquenango
Squadron) pose in front of the Great Loop map after
their presentation called “Dream to Departure”.
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Change of Watch Ceremony

Figure 34: The table is set for the evening banquet.

Figure 33: Karen Green receives her Past Commander flag
from Michael Acciai.
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Figure 35: Recognition of the Syracuse Squadron Teaching
Team winning the 2025 National Polaris Award.

grade.

Holidaynn

Figure 37: Recognition for the Susquenango Squadron winning the
National Community Relations Award (2nd Place). Figure 38: Kenneth Green of the Syracuse Squadron wins the
2025 Squadron Commander of the Year.

-Ann

O 0 O0O0O0

Quote of the Day:

Things turn out the best for the people who make the best of the way
things turn out.

- Coach John Wooden
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Personal Watercraft Vessel Inspections

Contributed by David Krause

The PWC is classified as a "Class A" Inboard Boat
(a boat less than 16 feet in length) by the U.S. Coast
Guard. They are designed to carry from one to three
persons, and to be operated by a person sitting,
standing, or kneeling ON the watercraft.

VSC requirements, examination techniques, and
educational exchanges are the same for PWCs as
they are for examinations of recreational boats.
However, PWCs are exempt from many of the
requirements that other boats must comply with,
including:

» display of capacity information

» safe loading information

+ flotation requirements

+ electrical systems

» fuel systems

» powered ventilation

1. DISPLAY OF NUMBERS: Because of the size,
shape, and color decorations of some PWCs, it
may be difficult to apply registration numbers
so that can be read easily. The VE is expected to
use good judgement in determining whether the
PWC owner has made every effort to comply
with numbering and spacing requirements.

2. REGISTRATION: The registration certificate
must be on board whenever the PWC is used,
and the registration number and hull
identification number must coincide with the
information on the registration certificate.

3. PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE: A Coast
Guard-approved PFD with an impact rating
suitable for the intended use must be worn by
the operator and any passengers. These devices
are usually Type II or substitutable TYPE V
PFDs and are distinguished by their three or
four securing belts. The impact rating is noted
on the label. In an educational exchange,
suggest 50 mph as a minimum.

4. VISUAL DISTRESS SIGNALS: Requirements
are the same as for recreational boats. In most
instances, PWCs will be operating on inland
waters only during daylight hours. Therefore, a
red or orange cloth kept in the storage

10.
11.

12

14.

15.

District VSC Chair

compartment will meet requirements. If
operated offshore, in international waters, or
where night use is permitted, regular visual
distress signal requirements apply.

FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: One Coast Guard
approved Type BC-1 extinguisher must be
readily available and properly secured. The
storage compartment on the PWC designed for
that purpose is recommended.
VENTILATION: PWCs have a natural
ventilation system. Make sure the input and exit
ports are clear of obstructions.

BACKFIRE FLAME CONTROL: PWCs have a
watertight backfire flame arrester that is
required to display Coast Guard, Underwriters
Laboratories (UL), or Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) approval numbering.
SOUND-PRODUCING DEVICE: The most
common and convenient sound-producing
device for a PWC is a whistle that can be
attached to the operator's PFD.

NAVIGATION LIGHTS: PWCs are not
intended for nighttime use and therefore are not
equipped with navigation lights. If operated at
night offshore, in international waters, or where
night use is permitted, regular navigation lights
requirements apply.

POLLUTION PLACARD: N/A

MARPOL TRASH PLACARD: N/A — But
discuss clean waters anyway

. MARINE SANITATION DEVICE: N/A
13.

NAVIGATION RULES: N/A, but discuss the
Rules of the Road with the owner. Advise the
owner to be aware of NO WAKE zones, which
are usually marked with signs or buoys. Remind
the owner that he/she is responsible for any
damage caused by his/her wake.

STATE AND LOCAL REQUIREMENTS: VEs
must be familiar with state and local regulations
where the PWC VSC is being conducted.
OVERALL VESSEL CONDITION: Examine
the steering and throttle controls for proper
operation, check the hood cover and seat latch
to see if they can be secured, examine the hull
for cracks or other damage, and observe the

The Deep 6
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PWC for general maintenance and upkeep.
Check for any modifications to factory-installed
systems or components. In addition, the PWC
must have an electrical cut-off switch or self-
circling device in working order.

RECOMMENDED ITEMS: Stress the importance
of a USPS or USCGAux safe boating course for the
owner and any other operators of the PWC.

O 0 00O

A Letter from a 100-Year-Old Wooden Schooner

By SV True Love

My name is True Love. A naval architect named
John Alden drew my mother’s lines and my mother-
ship was built for Mr. Alden. He built ten boats in
the Malabar series from 1920 to 1930. He had Mom
(Malabar VII) built to race in the Newport to
Bermuda race in 1926. Mom won that race in 1926.
Mr. Alden didn’t think she could, but she did. Mom
had six offspring, of which I was one. My
sisterships were named Angelica, Teal, Fearless,
Sea dream, and Moby Dick. 1 do not believe any of
my sisters are still with us. I was originally named
Verona II. 1 have original papers that describe
exactly how I was built to the standards required by
Mr. Alden.

I was built at the Pendleton Brothers boat yard in
Wiscasset, Maine. I’ve had quite the lucky life for a
wooden schooner. Elmer Bliss was my first owner
who named me Verona II because he had earlier
owned a boat, Verona. In my early, youthful days I
was a privately owned family boat and was sailed
for their own enjoyment. Elmer was a shoe
manufacturer in Boston and created a company
called Regal Shoes. He was very successful and
took good care of me. Some years later, when [ was
renamed True Love, I was owned by Charles Peake
in Connecticut, who was an executive with the
Vicks Corporation. In those days I sailed largely
around Cape Cod and in Buzzards bay. In 1956 1
was featured in a Hollywood movie High Society! 1
think it was because I was named True Love and the
movie was a musical romantic comedy. | actually
had Bing Crosby singing to Grace Kelly in my
cockpit. I was very honored to be the sailboat in this
movie and it kind of made me a little famous too.

Watkins Glen, NY

Sadly, on September 12, 1960, there was a
Hurricane named Donna, which I was caught in, at
Stamford, Connecticut. A tree fell onto my mooring
line, and severed it which caused me to wash into a
rock jetty and my stern was damaged so badly that I
sank in the mooring field. It was a bad day for me. I
thought I was a goner. Thankfully, I was raised up
and repaired, and by 1962 I was back sailing again.
A new chapter was in store for me.

Figure 39: True Love under sail on Seneca Lake.

By 1965 a family named the Beer’s owned me and
made me a charter boat! A new life I’d never
experienced before. I was sailing people every day
and I was very popular. I never knew how much joy
I could bring to so many people. | was sailing
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“honeymooners” all the time. This life went on for
over 35 years.

I began to tire over the years and when I was 75
years old I needed some rebuild. I was brought to
Newport, RI and work was done on my planking
and other parts. Back again to St. Thomas for a few
years and I was for sale again in 2006. Then, in
2008, a nice couple, Josh and Lisa Navone, found
me in St. Thomas, purchased me, and sailed me
back to a place I’d never been before: New York
State and Seneca Lake, in the Finger Lakes. This
turned out to be another lucky break for me. The
Navone’s took loving care of me, and in 2009 I was
sailing people every day again. I do hate the winters
here because I’'m lonely and cold from November to
April. It’s nothing like St. Thomas! I spend most
winters tied up in the Village Marina, where the
winter winds chill me to the bone and sometimes
minks crawl on me.

Well, now I’ve been living on Seneca Lake since
2009. Once, in October of 2019, Josh and Lisa had
a dedicated captain and crew who helped them sail
me to the Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race where |
won my class! Then I went on to Key West for the
winter. Something unfortunate happened when I
was in Key West. The Covid outbreak happened. I
was basically stranded in Key West and could not
get home until April, and then the Erie Canal was
not open so I had to stay in Albany on the Hudson
river at the Scarano Brothers boatyard. I could do
no sailing during the summer of 2020. I was a little
unsure of what was happening to me.

At this time, Josh and Lisa Navone sold me to Terry
Stewart. Thankfully, enough people care about me
to keep me thriving. My new owner and his
dedicated people brought me down the Erie canal
once more (a great motor ride, by the way) and I
was back bringing joy to my passengers once again.
From 2021 until now I have done nearly 1,700 two-
hour sails with over 25,000 guests aboard.

My captains and crew love me and I love them
back. We have a wonderful time each year from
May to October.

I hear I am having a 100 year birthday celebration
on September 25" and 26™. It will be in The Village
Marina and headquartered at Lucky Hare Brewing
in the marina. They are planning a classic wooden
boat display, sea shanty and Erie Canal music, a
regatta, and the movie I am in, High Society, being
shown in the park! I also have former owners from
far away coming to the party too! This could be
fantastic and something every old schooner would
dream of. Thank you all for keeping me healthy
enough to keep sailing every day, and I am looking
forward to a great season and a memorable 100 year
birthday event.

- True Love

O 0 00O

All USPS members and friends are invited to join in

Figure 40: Part of True Love's loving crew. (L to R) Captain
Terry Stewart, Captain Katie Alley, Captain Bill Holgate, and
Captain Brock Sgrecci.

the festivities in Watkins Glen, NY on September
25" and 26™ as we celebrate the centennial of the
classic John Alden schooner known as True Love!
More information can be found about the True Love
on her web site at hitps://SailTruelove.com.

The Deep 6
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The Editor’s Editorial

By Stf/C Tom Alley, SN-ON

Shifting Gears &
Shifting Priorities
By the time you read
this, all the hustle and
bustle of filing taxes
and getting ready for
the District Spring
Conference will have
been replaced with the
hustle and bustle of getting boats
commissioned and launched for another season
afloat. In my case, this year’s main project is to
replace an autopilot I installed 30 years ago that’s
currently held together by wishful thinking, good
intentions, with assistance from some glue and duct
tape. The review of weather forecasts is regaining
priority in my daily routine as I look for days that
will be warm enough to perform certain tasks
related to installation and launch prep.

This past weekend was \ 4
spent in typical boat-
project fashion: An
extended session of boat
yoga followed by some
muscle relaxants after
aggravating an old back
injury.

Some “winter” activities
won’t be subsiding for a

BOAT YOGA:

while, though. I’1l still be
logging keyboard time
while the web rehosting
project started in January
continues marching
forward.

Web Site Project Update

THE PRACTICE OF FIXING THINGS
YOU CAN'T REACH WHILE SWEARING

Figure 41: Image from the
Kingston Yacht Club Facebook

page.

A detailed update was presented at the Spring
Conference in Binghamton. The short version:
We’re on budget and slightly ahead of schedule.

The slightly longer version of the update:

e The upgrading process for web sites has been
prototyped and tested. It can now be applied to
the various club sites when the team is ready.

e Finger Lakes Yacht Club (www.flyc.us) went

live on the new server in mid-March. It’s still

running the old version of the software, but
everything is queued up and ready to begin the
upgrading process.

All data for District 6 and ABC-FLX web sites

was copied to the new server.

e Development websites have been constructed
for both clubs and are up and running.

o A fully staffed team has been recruited, and
everyone is working on the steps needed to
begin the upgrade process on their respective
sites.

e Three other clubs are interested in joining our
website consortium. If they do, operating
expenses will be reduced for all groups.

I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity
to recognize the very capable team that has
assembled to do the work needed. Emy Casper and
Jim Ryder are proving themselves to excellent,
hard-working representatives for District 6.

Feedback Needed

With all the focus on the district web site, there is

an opportunity for YOU to influence the direction

that gets taken. I’d like to hear from you.

Specifically:

* Do you use the web site regularly? Why or why
not?

*  Which feature or function on the site do you use
most?

*  What feature or function do you wish our web
site had?

Please send me an email and let me know!
- Your Editor, Tom

O 0 O0O0O0

The editor has, once again, opened his big mouth.
Please e-mail your comments to:

theDeep6(@uspsd6.org

Page 32 of 33

Finger Lakes Chapter


http://www.flyc.us/
mailto:theDeep6@uspsd6.org

Spring 2026

District Calendar
2026

May

01 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication date.
(Do)

16-22 Safe Boating Week

June
No events currently scheduled.

July
17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

August
01 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. (D6)

September
No events currently scheduled.

October
TBA D/6 Fall Council & Conference (D6)

23 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)

November
01 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date.
(D6)

December
No events currently scheduled.

2027

January
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

February

01 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication date.
(D6)

07-14 USPS Annual Meeting, Tampa, FL
(National)

March
No events currently scheduled.

April
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)
TBA D/6 Spring Council & Conference (D6)

O 0 O0O0O0

Do you have an event that you think others should
know about? Please let me know so that it can be
included!

— Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsdb6.org)

The Deep 6
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