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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN

Summer’s here, and I 
hope that (as the song 
says) “the livin’ is easy” 
for you all! 
Bridgett and I met up 
with the Susquenango 
Chapter of America’s 
Boating Club for the 
June 3rd Erie Canal 
Cruise in Herkimer, NY. 
It was extremely inter-
esting and informative 

to hear the tour guide/boat captain tell the his-
tory of the canal and the subsequent upgrade 
iterations resulting from the total success of 
the original canal. We congratulate Anne Smith 
for organizing a great event! 
We are hoping to continue the celebration of the 
canal system at this year’s Fall Conference. We 
have not finalized the speaker’s yet and are 
looking for any and all with local canal stories 
to participate, as individuals or in groups. The 
theme is generally “Local Canal News from 
(your location)”. Anyone with local information, 
stories and/or news is encouraged to contact 
me any way that’s convenient. Call or text me 
at 585-752-6046. Email me at 
commander@uspsd6.org. 
My last message encouraged using the tools 
available at USPS.org for improving your local 
club’s marketing activities. I want to applaud 
two successes I am aware of: 
Tom and Barb Nicholas along with Don Reaves 
(all Rochester members)  manned a table at 
Navy Point in Sackets Harbor on June 25th for 
a Boat Safety Day. I loaned them the D6 banner 
for their table and they were able to do a few 
VSCs while providing boat owners with infor-
mation on America’s Boating Club. Thanks to 
Don, who heard about the event at the Navy Pt 
Marina where he keeps his boat, Counterpoint. 
Hopefully the D6 banner’s contact info will re-
sult in some inquiries, but it definitely added a 
professional look to the booth! 
Cdr Faye Towner and husband P/C Bill Towner 
coordinated a booth at the Rochester Safe 

Boating event, also in June. I loaned them the 
very large USPS Ensign to use as an attention 
getting backdrop to their table. Again, we don’t 
know if we’ll get any new members, but they 
presented a fine image to bring awareness to 
our organization! 
Please let me know of any other successes 
around the District so we can publicize them! 
Let’s also think about using our tremendous 
education library as marketing opportunities! 
Latest change at National that benefits all of us 
at local squadrons is pertaining to seminars. 
No longer do we have to charge for each at-
tendee! We can now order as little as one set of 
materials for the instructor/presenter. We can 
open seminars up to the public for as little as 
$0 per attendee! If anyone wants to have the 
seminar credited to their squadron record, they 
would have to pay the seminar fee. I think there 
is a tremendous opportunity to promote our 
squadrons/clubs by offering seminar events 
providing content of local interest. 
Here are some topics that I believe are of gen-
eral interest and could bring a number of new 
faces in to meet us, with opportunities to ac-
quaint them with our clubs: 
• Safe paddling of canoes, kayaks, paddle 

boards 
• GPS 
• Weather (short content, not the full Weather 

course!) 
• Emergencies on the Water 
Yes, these are “topics” I’ve listed. But we have 
a lot of actual seminar materials, and the whole 
library of short videos available to “flesh” out 
these program topics. I encourage you all to 
consider educational opportunities, in short (2-
4 hrs) increments, as more ways to market 
America’s Boating Club, and bring in contacts 
that could be potential new members!! 
Before I end, I want to share my continued en-
thusiasm for the Engine Maintenance course 
that gave me the confidence to do work on my 
boat’s inboard diesel engine. The latest success 
was removing the starter/solenoid that became 
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dysfunctional after being “wetted” last summer. 
After repairs by a local auto specialist, I’m 
happy to report that the engine has been per-
forming better than it has for the last few years! 

- Rick 
Commander, D/6 

 
 
 
 

 

District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP

Receiving a Nag-O-Gram 
from intrepid sailor and 
newsletter editor, Tom 
Alley, SN, is not only a 
wake-up call to get busy 
writing but with a due 
date of July 17th a stark 
reminder that summer 
is flying by. Not sure 
why, but the older I get 
the faster time seems to 
go. 

When we moved to Lake Ontario permanently 
last summer, I thought that I would be on the 
water more often. Actually, that hasn’t been the 
case… we just seem to be too busy doing other 
things, in some cases still related to the move. 
It is amazing how much “stuff” one can accu-
mulate over the years that we are still trying to 
get rid of. 
In addition, the weather this spring and sum-
mer hasn’t really cooperated, with the lake wa-
ter only recently getting warm enough for me to 
brave dipping my toes. Because of that I have 
not had the Sunfish out yet, although I did 
wash it and was all set to take it out when the 
wind decided it had to blow 15-20 knots over 
the next several days. I’ve only had the kayak 
and the bigger sailboat out once, which brings 
me to another topic. 
We try to emphasize how important boater 
safety is in all our courses, but we don’t always 
take into consideration how diligent one has to 
be when on our boats (especially sailboats) with 
non-boaters. I had two such individuals with 
me on our foray into Chaumont Bay back in 

June. One who has a fear of the water and an-
other who just has not spent any time on a 
boat. When teaching or coaching, we always try 
to take advantage of teachable moments, but it 
can be very tiring when that makes up the en-
tire trip. Making sure folks keep fingers away 
from sheets winding around winches, learning 
how to crank a two-speed winch (no need to go 
all the way around), right down to how to use 
the head and radio! Usually there is someone 
with me who is willing to take the wheel under 
power as I run around the boat pulling up lines 
and fenders, raising and dropping sails and I 
did have a willing participant to carry out that 
task. However, as I looked up and realized we 
had done a 180 degree turn when I was on deck 
trying to corral the now full mainsail into its 
lazy jacks, while hanging on to the mast for 
dear life I had to point out, “Um, Susan, re-
member that barn straight ahead I asked you 
to aim for?”  
While that mini-crisis was averted and I recu-
perated by having a glass of wine and taking an 
hour-long nap when we got back to the cottage, 
it just makes me realize once again how valua-
ble the courses I have taken through America’s 
Boating Club/USPS have proven to be time and 
again, and I hope it helps my crew a little bit 
next time we head out on the water (they were 
really good sports). It also reminds me of how I 
started this article… the older I get… 
Stay safe and stay well. 

- Linda 
Executive Officer, D/6 

° ° ° ° ° 
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District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Karen Green, S

Hello everyone! It is great 
to follow the happenings 
of the District Squad-
rons this summer. I am 
realizing there are only 
eight weeks left before 
Labor Day! So, let’s 
make the most of them 
and emphasize the 
many possibilities that 
remain on water and 

shore.  
As I anticipate next year, I think we should fo-
cus again on member retention and member re-
cruitment. As a whole District 6 has shown a 
slight loss of members. Congratulations are 
due to the Rochester Squadron for welcoming 
16 new members!  
Last May in recognition of National Safe Boat-
ing Week, the Syracuse Sail and Power Squad-
ron held a reception for new members. What an 
exciting and rewarding event. The program 

included demonstrations of the proper use of 
fire extinguishers and flares by members of the 
Liverpool Fire Department along with discus-
sion of personal flotation devices by SEO, Tess 
Freedman. In addition to celebrating and rec-
ognizing the new members, door prizes were 
donated, and a delightful shore side dinner was 
served.  
Keeping members engaged is a priority. On the 
water activities, guest speakers, boating clas-
ses and many social events throughout the year 
are a sure way to maintain membership. Now 
is the time to start thinking about the cooler 
months coming ahead. Keeping members ac-
tive and engaged is crucial to our organization.  
Wishing you all a safe and happy boating sea-
son!  

- Karen 
Administrative Officer, D/6 
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Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Leslie Smith, JN

I hope all of you are en-
joying your summer so 
far. I know I am.  
By the time this issue is 
completed we will be 
getting close to the fall 
season and most of us 
will be thinking about 
going back to school. 
Most of the time we’re 

thinking about our kids (or 
grandkids) heading back to classes at a regular 
school.  
Now might be a good time to think about our 
own education as well. Not necessarily going 
back to college, but there are many subjects re-
garding our passion for boating. Talk to your 
Squadron SEO about offering a class or semi-
nar you’re interested in. As most of you know, 
we offer an enormous amount of them. Even if 
your squadron isn’t able to deliver the class, 
there are other options. Several of these are 
available online. Maybe another Squadron will 
be offering it and, if you can’t physically attend, 
you might be able to be there virtually. Here in 
District 6 we’ve had many successes giving 
classes virtually.  
Maybe there is a subject you’d like to learn, but 
you just can’t find an offering anywhere, or an-
yone to teach it. You can have all the class ma-
terials ordered and then do a self-study. I had 
to do this with JN a few years ago. I wanted to 

learn it not only for my own knowledge, but 
there were some members in our squadron who 
showed interest in taking it too. I was hoping to 
teach them when I finished. The best way to 
find out what you know is to try teaching it.  
It was very difficult doing it alone, but I had re-
cently retired, so I thought if not now, when? 
Truth be told, I wasn’t completely alone. I asked 
for advice from a very well respected and knowl-
edgeable member. (You know who you are Dave 
D.) I wouldn’t have been able to complete the 
sight folder properly without his advice. 
The point to all this is that we can all learn 
something new, and our education never ends 
regardless of whether it’s formal or not. As an 
example, I’ve learned many things from our 
monthly SEO meetings which is why attend-
ance is so important. 
Many of us, and that included me, think of fur-
thering our education about boating topics 
only. With all the changes that are going on in 
America’s Boating Club, there is a lot to learn 
about the organization itself. If you go onto the 
national website, there is an “Info Center” that 
contains more helpful information that this or 
any other article can hold. I and many others 
recommend going into the website and just look 
around. You’ll be surprised what you’ll find. 

- Les 
Education Officer, D/6 
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From the Assistant Education Officer 
By D/1st/Lt Ira Goldman, 

As the Assistant Dis-
trict Education Of-
ficer and a past 
Squadron Educa-
tional Officer, it oc-
curs to me that 
much of our educa-
tional material is 
promoted to mem-
bers and potential 

members whose main focus is on boating for 
the sake of boating. However, I believe that the 
vast majority of people out on the water are 
boating as an adjunct to other recreational ac-
tivities such as fishing, and we don’t always do 
a good job of promoting ourselves to those com-
munities. 
If one goes to the Americas Boating Club web 
page (https://americasboatingclub.org/) and 
clicks on the “Learn” menu at the top left hand 
side (https://americasboatingclub.org/learn), 
a screen comes up with choices that allow you 

to see the USPS courses and seminars that ap-
ply for the type of boating that someone does. 
(see Figure 1) 
While it would be nice if the courses were actu-
ally tailored to that specific type of boating, 
with the exception of the Paddle Smart semi-
nar, they are the standard courses but at least 
the list of topics is tailored to the category, so 
we have a useful tool to promote the value of 
our courses to these specific groups. 
Americas Boating Channel has playlists 
https://www.youtube.com/c/AmericasBoat-
ingChannel/playlists a few of which like Sailing 
and PWC Operations are tailored to specific 
types of boating. (See Figure 2) 
I encourage you to use these tools to promote 
USPS / Americas Boating Club! 

- Ira 
Assistant Education Officer, D/6 

 

 
  

Figure 1: Click on the “Learn” tile of the ABC home page to see these options. 

Figure 2: Some of the many topics available on the ABC video channel. 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending June 30th, 2022 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P, P/R/C Chris Tertenik, SN, and P/D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN 
 
National: 21,294 Members 2021 
  20,708 Members 2022 
 -586 LOSS 
 
D/6: 468 Members 2021 
  452 Members 2022 
 -16   LOSS 
 
SQUADRON 2021 2022 DECREASE INCREASE  
AUBURN 6 5 1 -  
BUFFALO 4 - -    This squadron has dissolved. 
IROQUOIS 56 49 7 -  
ITHACA 13 12 1 -  
LOCKPORT 9 8 1 -  
ROCHESTER 62 78 - 16  
SENECA 77 69 8 -  
ST. LAWRENCE 4 - -    This squadron has dissolved. 
SUSQUENANGO 53 53 - -  
SWIFTWATER 65 64 1 -  
SYRACUSE 98 95 3 -  
UTICA 21 19 2 -  
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
PDC Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Save the Date! 
By Bridgett Arieno & Karen Green District 6 
The USPS D6 Fall Conference will be the week-
end of Friday, November 11th to Sunday, No-
vember 13th, 2022, at the Ramada by Wynd-
ham hotel in Liverpool/Syracuse, NY. The 
theme for this conference will include Erie Ca-
nal updates and renovations. Registration in-
formation will be distributed once details have 
been finalized. The Syracuse Squadron is host-
ing this event, so it’s sure to be an informative 
and fun conference. We hope you can all make 
it! 

- Bridgett, D6 Conference Chair 
- Karen, Syracuse Squadron Conference Chair 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

Calling All Lake Ontario Anglers 
New York State Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Now through August 14th 
you have the opportunity 
to comment on a draft 
Lake Ontario Atlantic 
Salmon Fisheries Man-
agement Plan. The plan 
outlines goals, objectives, 
and strategies for Atlantic 
salmon management for 
the next 10 years, with an 
emphasis on improving 
the survival of stocked 
fish and increasing the 
number of adult Atlantic 
salmon that return to se-
lect tributaries to spawn. 
The draft plan is available on the NYS 
DEC website. Comments on the plan should be 
emailed to fwfishlo@dec.ny.gov. For further in-
formation contact Chris Legard, DEC Lake On-
tario Unit Leader at the Cape Vincent Fisheries 
Station at (315) 654-2147. 

° ° ° ° ° 
 
 
 

Have You Ever Thought About Saving a Life? 
Well, now is your chance! Meet 
Ruben Isaacson. Ruben has de-
voted his life to his community. 
A life-long resident of Greece, 
NY, he has been an active mem-
ber of the Lake Shore Fire De-
partment for 50 years. He has 
been a member of their Fire Po-
lice for 40 years, with 20 years 
as Captain. On top of that, he 
devoted EVERY SATURDAY 
NIGHT to GVA-Greece Volun-
teer Ambulance, as an overnight driver and 
medic for 20 years! He has been a director and 
a Past-President of the Monroe County Volun-
teer Fire Police Association, a Director for 
VFPASNY, and a member of the UNITED 
STATES POWER SQUADRONS for decades. It’s 
a record of service that few can match! All this 
on top of his paying job of compliance officer 
with OSHA. 
Now, he needs our help. Due to diabetes, Ru-
ben’s kidneys have not functioned properly for 
at least 14 years. He has been on dialysis for 
about a year, and his health has improved a 
great deal. But—he is tied to a machine for 15 
hours a week. The restriction of dialysis is hard 
on a man so active. 
So, he is looking for a kidney transplant. His 
odds of getting one increase with every person 
who is willing to be tested and donate a kidney. 
It is proven that humans can live quite well 
with one kidney. 
There is no expense whatsoever for anyone will-
ing to get tested and donate a kidney. Housing, 
transportation, food, and all medical expenses 
are covered! 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL OR LOG 
ONTO: 

UPSTATE.DONORSCREEN.ORG 
315-464-5413 

or 
NKFCARES@KIDNEY.ORG 

855-653-2273 
° ° ° ° ° 

Ruben  
Isaacson 
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A Reminder to be Safe 
By Tom Alley Finger Lakes 
This past weekend the Finger Lakes Chapter 
organized a mini rendezvous at Sampson Ma-
rine Park on Seneca Lake. The event was well 
attended with 12 boats arriving by sea and ad-
ditional enthusiastic members arriving by land. 
Among the things discussed were the proper 
use of pyrotechnics and fire extinguishers. 
On the way home on Sunday, July 31st, we no-
ticed some black smoke rising from the shore 
some miles ahead. As we got closer, we could 
see the flashing lights of emergency vehicles 
sitting next to the beached remains of a boat. 

 
Photo 1: Burned out boat near Smith Park on Seneca 
Lake. (Photo by Peter Wigley) 

Comments on the Valois-Logan-Hector Fire De-
partment Facebook page suggest the fire was 
caused by a fuel or maintenance issue. Fortu-
nately, there were no injuries.  
The scene was a reminder that a momentary 
lapse in vigilance can set the stage for a dire 
emergency. The lesson (and challenge!): Don’t 
be complacent. 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Call for Articles! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep 
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but 
relies on the efforts of many people so that we 
can get the wonderful content that we have. 
In each issue we try to present a “theme” of 
sorts. The Winter (February) issue is focused on 
projects related to our boats and maritime in-
terests. The Spring (May) issue is all about voy-
ages and adventures in the hopes of inspiring 
you to expand your boating horizons this com-
ing boating season. Our Summer (August) is-
sue is themed along the lines of “Back to 
School”. In the Fall (November) we’ll go back to 
being a little more introspective and talk about 
improving ourselves and the ABC organization. 
And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter. 
If you have an amusing or humorous story 
about “learning a lesson”, we could all use a 
good chuckle. 
It’s not too early to begin submitting material 
for the next issue, so please send your stories 
and ideas to to me: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Comments? Questions? Your Two Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
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Rediscovering the Erie Canal Through the Mohawk Valley 
By Ann Smith Susquenango 

On Friday June 3rd, members of the Susque-
nango Sail and Power Squadron, along with 
District 6 Commander Rick Hibbs, SN (Roches-
ter) and Assistant Treasurer Bridgett Arieno, 
JN (Rochester), traveled to Herkimer, NY to 
take an afternoon cruise on the Erie Canal 
Cruise Lines’ Lil’ Diamond II. The group arrived 
early to enjoy lunch at the Waterfront Grille 
and to browse through the Gems Along the Mo-
hawk gift shop, the Official Visitor Center of the 
Mohawk Valley. We boarded the boat for the 
3:00 p.m. cruise which left from the dock be-
hind Gems Along the Mohawk. The group en-
joyed an interesting narration and discussion 
about the original Erie Canal as they cruised 
through the scenic Mohawk Valley past the his-
toric Fort Herkimer Church (built in 1767). We 
also learned about the components of a lock as 
we passed through Lock 18, a fully functioning 
hundred-year-old lock. The thrill of our voyage 
was being raised and lowered over 20 feet in the 
lock. Before we knew it, our 90 minute cruise 
was over and we were back on the dock with 
big smiles on our faces. 
Here are some photos from the trip: 

- Ann 

 
Photo 2: Gems Along the Mohawk dock, Herkimer, NY. 

  

 
Photo 3: Commander Hibbs and over 20 District mem-
bers wait to board. 

 
Photo 4: Susquenango Squadron members on board for 
a fun cruise. 
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Photo 5: Bob & Mary Kucharek enjoying the sunshine 
on the bow. 

 
Photo 6: Historic Fort Herkimer Church on the banks 
of the Erie Canal. 

  

 
Photo 7: The scenic Erie Canal through the Mohawk 
Valley. 

 
Photo 8: Approaching and exiting Lock 18, a fully 
functioning hundred-year-old lock. 
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Photo 9: Approaching and exiting Lock 18, a fully 
functioning hundred-year-old lock. 

 
Photo 10: Frank and Chris Broderick (Susquenango). 

  

 
Photo 11: Approaching the Canal Lift Gate and the end 
of our cruise. 

° ° ° ° ° 
 
. 
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On the New York Canals 
By Ann Smith Susquenango 

When you visit the New York State Canal Sys-
tem website, https://www.canals.ny.gov/on-
thecanals/, you can sign up to receive email 
updates on free waterway activities across New 
York State’s canal system. There is an abun-
dance of activities and resources for you to tap 
into. Also note that tolls and fees for recrea-
tional vessels on the NYS Canal System have 
been waived through 2022.  
In one of the emails, I recently discovered a 
FREE narrated tour of Lock 4 and the Waterloo 
Power Plant. The boat cruise leaves from Sti-
vers Seneca Marine (at the western end of the 
Cayuga Seneca Canal) at 11:00 a.m. on Satur-
days and Sundays and travels up the Cayuga 
Seneca Canal to Lock 4 in Waterloo. The Cap-
tain discusses the history of the canal lock and 
the Waterloo Power Plant. The cruise lasts ap-
proximately 1 hour and 45 minutes. Upon re-
turn to Stivers, you can have lunch at their Tiki 

Bar. The free cruises were available until July 
31st. I’ve already booked my excursion! 

 
Photo 12: Tour boat at the Cayuga-Seneca Canal 
Lock 4. 

- Ann 
° ° ° ° ° 

 
. 

Figure 3: Screen shot of the On the Canals web page. 
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Celebrities, Legal Obligations, and Musings 
By Dave Daniels Susquenango 

As I write this article it is mid-summer in the 
Thousand Islands area of the St. Lawrence 
River region and things could not be better! 
Weather is super, water levels are fine, and 
there have even been a few clear nights for my 
other hobby (astronomy). 
A special visitor passed by and said hello…, the 
tugboat Theodore TOO. Here 
is a message from Theodore: 

“Hi friends, my name is 
Theodore TOO!” 
I am a former television 
star, a champion for the 
marine industry, an am-
bassador of Swim Drink 
Fish and a Great Lakes 
Guide. 
My job is 
to con-
nect peo-
ple to 
water so 
that they 
will learn 
to love it 
as much 
as I do. 
I’m born 
and 
raised in Halifax, Nova Scotia and proudly 
Canadian! 

 
NYS Law Reminders 
There are a couple NYS boating laws that 
should be re-stated as reminders. 
First, if you are towing a person behind your 
boat – tubing, water skiing, et cetera – you 
must have an OBSERVER in the boat. It is a 
New York State law, and not just a good safety 
thing. The observer must have no other respon-
sibility but to “observe” the person being towed. 
You, as the driver, cannot act as the observer. 
Next, a safe day on the water is a fun day on 
the water! To help ensure our waterways re-
main safe and enjoyable, New York State will 

require all motorized boaters to take a safe 
boating course and earn their safe boating cer-
tificate by 2025. 
If you were born on or after the following 
dates, you will need a boating safety certifi-
cate when operating a motorized vessel: 
Date of birth after January 1, 1988    certificate 
required by January 1, 2022 
Date of birth after January 1, 1983 certificate 
by 01/01/2023 
Date of birth after January 1, 1978  certificate 
by 01/01/2024 
All operators of motorized vessels, regard-
less of age, will need a boating safety certif-
icate by January 1, 2025 
Also, check the expiration dates on flares and 
the condition of the required fire extinguisher.  
Here is a special note from the D/6 Secretary’s 
Department regarding updating a member’s 
USPS profile for email address changes, ad-
dress updates, et cetera: we at the District level 
cannot do it for you. All such changes must be 
done at the Squadron level or by the member 
themself. Changes are made via the USPS Info-
Center tool on the USPS member’s website.  
 
Other Notes & Musings 
Hobby wise, this has been a good summer for 
dark, clear nights and astro imaging. I actually 
became interested in this hobby after taking 
the USPS celestial navigation courses (many, 
many, years ago). Using a computer-controlled 
telescope, I started taking images of the night 
sky a few years into my retirement from work. 
Here is my most recent image. It was taken at 
my camp in the Thousand Island area: 
 
 

Photo 13: Tugboat Theodore TOO. 
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Photo 14: The Witches Broom nebula, NGC6960. 

This deep sky object goes by the catalog name 
of NGC6960 and is popularly known as the 
Witches Broom. Also known as the Western Veil 
Nebula. In one evening, 40 images were col-
lected, and each image was a 180-second expo-
sure. Overall, two hours of raw data. Obviously, 
this object is not visible to the naked eye; a 
camera is necessary.  
To create the finished picture, all 40 images 
were calibrated and stacked together, thus re-
ducing the inherent camera noise and enhanc-
ing the colors.  
Clear skies and calm following seas, 

- Dave 
° ° ° ° ° 

 
. 
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By R/C Tom Alley, SN-IN 

Busy 
I try very hard to 
avoid reusing con-
tent between the 
various newsletters 
I edit, especially 
since there is a fair 
amount of overlap 
in the readership. 

Unfortunately, I’m 
confronted with a deadline that I’m going to 
miss if I don’t borrow at least some of the edi-
torial from my local yacht club newsletter (also 
due out today). Apologies to those of you who 
have read a version of this column already!  
With that introduction, if I had to pick one word 
to describe this summer, it would be “busy”. 
Well, maybe not. It’s a word that gets used so 
much that it loses some of its impact. Let’s see, 
what does the thesaurus say?  

“Eventful, demanding, tiring, hectic, full of 
activity, hardworking, diligent, industrious, 
occupied, harried, on the go, hard at it, in de-
mand, engaged, occupied, unavailable, 
taken.” 

Yup, pretty much all of those! 
I know when the days begin getting shorter, I’ll 
be wondering where the summer went.  
The saga of helping a friend with repowering his 
sailboat along rewiring and replumbing her as 
well seems to be never ending. On the bright 
side, the new motor has been fired up and we 
just need to tie up loose ends to make sure eve-
rything stays together. That’s been a particu-
larly gratifying adventure, though definitely 
time-consuming! 
My local Squadron has been busy teaching 
classes (first Sail, then Engine Maintenance) 
with some enthusiastic students. They also 
have a rendezvous that took place this past 
weekend (July 29th through 31st) up in 
Sampson, NY. Again, lots of fun, but there are 
a whole lot of hours invested here. 

Then there’s the usual routine that includes 
newsletters and magazine articles and web site 
maintenance. More hours. 
And this week my boat refrigerator stopped 
holding cold beer. There went another evening 
at the marina with some gauges and cans of re-
frigerant. Yes, it’s been a busy summer! No 
wonder they go by so quickly! 
 
New Adventures 
As if I didn’t need more to do, I started a second 
job as one of the captains aboard SV True Love, 
the 1926 Alden schooner based out of Watkins 
Glen. By comparison, my boat, Tomfoolery, dis-
places about seven tons, but True Love weighs 
in a bit over three times as much, so you defi-
nitely need to stay several steps ahead of the 
boat to prevent it from getting away from you. 
However, it she sails very nicely and can be ex-
tremely comfortable once underway.  
It's interesting to compare how various boats 
“feel” when underway, and it’s certainly educa-
tional to figure out how different boats respond 
to various inputs of helm, throttle, and sail 
trim. And sometimes it’s downright terrifying 
when you’re trying to learn this in a confined 
space while docking. (…with witnesses! 😊) 
All in all, it’s been a great experience and I’ve 
had some great teachers helping me learn all 
the (many) ropes aboard a classic vessel like the 
True Love. 
One more thing. Many of you have heard of 
Tomfoolery’s adventures on Long Island Sound 
and parts of the North Atlantic Ocean last year. 
Well, Good Old Boat magazine has taken an in-
terest as well and will be publishing the story 
in two parts in their September and November 
2022 issues! Finally, there will be a way for you 
to fact-check the stories told by the crew after 
they’ve had a few drinks! 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2022 
August 
01 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Back to School. (D6) 
 
September 
11-18 National Governing Board, Raleigh, NC. 

(National) 
 
October 
14 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 
November 
01 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

Theme: Continuous Improvement. (D6) 
11-13 D/6 Fall Council & Conference. Ramada 

by Wyndham hotel in Liverpool/Syra-
cuse, NY. (D6) 

 
December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2023 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

February 
01 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Projects & DIY. (D6) 
19-26 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National) 

 
March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
April 
TBA D/6 Spring Council & Conference. (D6) 
14 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 
May 
01 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Voyages & Adventures. 
(D6) 

20-26 Safe Boating Week 
 

June 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
July 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
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District Educational Offerings 
Contact information for the chapters offering these sessions can be found at the end of the tables. 
 
Inland Navigator 

Level Title 2022 2023 

Inland N
avigator  

Classes 

ABC 
Jun 21st - Iroquois 

Aug 18th – Finger Lakes 
Finger Lakes 

Boat Handling Apr 4th - Susquenango May 2nd – Finger Lakes 

Engine Maintenance July 11th – Finger Lakes  

Marine Electrical Systems   

Sem
inars 

Using A Chart  Finger Lakes 

VHF/DSC Radios  Finger Lakes 

Using GPS TBA – Finger Lakes  

Basic Weather and Forecasting   

Skills 

Basic Powerboat Handling July 30th – Finger Lakes  

Fire Extinguishers July 30th – Finger Lakes  

 
Coastal Navigator 

Level Title 2022 2023 

Coastal N
avigator 

Classes 

Marine Navigation  Finger Lakes 

Marine Communication Systems   

Weather  Finger Lakes 
Sem

inars 

Tides & Currents  Finger Lakes 

Rules of the Road   

Anchoring TBA – Finger Lakes  

Mariner’s Compass July – Finger Lakes  

Skills 

Coastal Nav 
July-August – Finger 
Lakes 

 

Pyrotechnics July 30th – Finger Lakes  
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Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Level Title 2022 2023 

Advanced Coastal N
avigator  

Classes 

Advanced Marine Navigation Fall – Finger Lakes  

Cruise Planning   

Marine Navigation Systems   

Radar   

Sem
. 

Emergencies Onboard  Finger Lakes 

Marine Radar   

Skills 

Advanced Coastal Nav  Finger Lakes 

First Aid   

 

Offshore Navigator 
Level Title 2022 2023 

O
ffshore N

avigator 

C Offshore Navigation  TBA – Finger Lakes 

Sem
. 

Computer Weather Forecasting   

Thunderstorms / Severe Weather   

Skills 

Offshore Navigation   

CPR/AED   

 

Additional Offerings 
Level Title 2022 2023 

Endorsem
ents 

 
Sail May – Finger Lakes  

Boating on Rivers, Locks, and Lakes   

Canadian Regulations   

Paddlesmart TBA – Finger Lakes  

O
ther 

 

Instructor Development   

Instructor Recertification   

Operations Training TBA – Finger Lakes  

 
Contact Information 
Finger Lakes Chapter/Seneca 
Jim McGinnis: seo@abc-flx.org  
Iroquois 
Mark Watkins: mkwatkins@frontiernet.net 
Susquenango 
Les Smith: lsmith84@stny.rr.com  

Syracuse 
Tess Freedman: tbfreedm@gmail.com 


