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District Commander’s Corner
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN
HI everyone!
It is Fall 2022, and I
hope all your post-season boat maintenance
activities are wrapping
up nicely as we approach Thanksgiving.

Mart and Ann Smith vying for the open
“hoggee” position (see accompanying Pic of
hoggee in action)! More details in Bridgett’s report.

Here are the Main topics
I want to address in my
message:
•
•
•
•
•

Fall Conference, Liverpool, NY
Highlights of Chief Commander’s Fall Conference message
Updating your email address
Using your USPS.org site
Key Squadron Leaders

Fall Conference, Liverpool, NY

What a fun Conference! After the terrific Spring
Conference in Binghamton this year, I thought
it would be hard to meet that standard, but this
one was even better! Our Committee Chair,
Bridgett Arieno, continues to show that you really CAN herd cats. And Syracuse, the host
Squadron, was very lucky to have Karen Green
to find program components for the afternoon!
Please look elsewhere for the details as reported
by Bridgett and Karen. I just want to publicly
proclaim my thanks and deep appreciation for
their efforts!
I heard nothing but positive reaction to the hospitality room Friday social event, the Town Hall
featuring National Education Officer Bill
McManimen, and unofficial bar tending by Abbie Heffron, daughter of Rochester Squadron
P/C Steve Heffron. Our business meeting ran
smoother than usual, since the D/C was
quicker to learn the operation of the projection
system provided by R/C Tom Alley! I want to
congratulate all the Bridge Officers on providing valuable reports with timely delivery, enabling us to adjourn almost 20 minutes early!
The afternoon program, in three parts following
the Erie Canal theme, was a blast with Ken
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Figure 1: The Hoggee is holding the mule’s tail!

For those absent friends, I will remind you of a
Woody Allen quote that “80% of success in life
is just showing up!” Our District Bridge continues to work hard at making our conference
weekends worth you “showing up,” and succeed at learning some important things to help
our mission of saving lives through education
and having an enjoyable time doing it!

Highlights of Chief Commander Craig Fraser’s Fall
Conference message

NEO Bill McManimen presented the Chief’s
message (available in full in our D6 file Cabinet
and web site) and I want to hit a few high
points, and encourage you to check it out (only
15 minutes!).
America’s Boating Club continues to see Membership as Job One! Efforts have been made to
enable a simpler structure for Districts and
Squadron organizations considering continuing challenges in finding new members and volunteers. A few National Bylaws changes were
enacted by a vote of the Governing Board. (I was
in attendance, along with Bridgett Arieno and
Chris Foster. Between us we carried all the
proxy votes available to District 6). While the
structure remains the same (National, District,
and local Squadrons), there is now more
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flexibility in the number and duties of the
Bridge members. New versions of suggested
(Model) bylaws for both Districts and Squadrons are now available on the Rules Committee
page of the USPS.org website.
Efforts are underway to improve communications, including trials of virtual attendance and
electronic remote voting at national meetings.
Most work on National committees is being
done with virtual meetings. FreeConferenceCall
is one tool, which I’ve been using for our
“nearly” monthly calls with the D6 Squadron
commanders, and for both of the 2022 District
6 Council Meetings.
The Education Department, as reported in
more detail by NEO Bill McManimen, is deep
into modernizing educational operations and
content. They are updating courses and seminars, and designing them to be effective in remote, blended learning and in-person classes.

Updating your email address

WARNING!

The key element in the communications chain
is the link to you: your email address!
When emails are sent out to a large group (District or squadron), we often receive a report of
“undeliverable” emails. Even when we know
you did not receive that email, we don’t know
where to send it! To paraphrase an old Smokey
the Bear warning: Only You Can Prevent an
“Undeliverable”!
Please, PLEASE, PLEASE make sure you update your profile information on the USPS.org
member’s page whenever you change your
email address.

Using Your USPS.org Site

USPS.org takes you to the general website, open
to anyone. There is a lot you can do here, especially when recruiting a potential member, but
that’s for another article! For this topic, click on
the “Member Login” button, and you will come
to the login page, which requires you to input
your certificate number, and the password associated with that. If you don’t remember the
password, text me and we’ll go to the recovery
mode! Otherwise, login. (Hint: once logged in,
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click on the “remember me” box, and bookmark
the page. If you don’t know how to do that, ask
a grandchild, or text me – one of mine showed
me!). In the future, when you browse, you can
tap the bookmark and go straight to the page
with everything filled in, and then just tap the
login button. (Way easy!)
Once logged in to the member side of the site,
you will see on your personal home page several helpful buttons, including “Ensign.” Yes,
this is where the Ensign magazine has gone!
“Member Benefits” – if you haven’t found this
page yet, this is the one enabling you to save
your annual dues through cut rates for being a
member of America’s Boating Club!
Then check your “Member Profile.” If anything
is NOT current (address, phone number, email
address), click on “Manage Profile” button, and
update. After correcting, go down the page until
you see the button labeled “Update”. Press it,
see the response acknowledging the changes,
and if correct, you’re done.

Key Squadron Leaders

From meetings I attended in Raleigh at the Fall
Governing Board week, I would like to give you
my recommendations for the three main leaders needed for a healthy Squadron:
Membership – this leader needs to drive member involvement (programs, tasks contributing
to the mission).
Education – This leader needs to organize the
class schedule and locate instructors. THIS is
our main mission.
Commander – This leader runs the membership
meetings and makes sure the others are performing their functions!
Membership usually falls under the Administrative Department, but needs a strong person,
that projects the enjoyment of being a member,
and helps in planning activities to encourage
involvement of members. These days, this person should be viewed as being as important as
the education planner!!
- Rick
Commander, D/6
°°°°°
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District Executive Officer’s Report
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP
Here we are just past the
fall season and left wondering
how
another
summer went by so
quickly. I am glad to say
that our sailboat has
been hauled, winterized, and covered, ready
for another long, cold
winter. I might add that
we have our boat
shrink-wrapped
because the prospect of doing it myself is
much too daunting for me! However, there are
still many die-hards who like to cover their own
boats and I know less plastic shrink-wrap
would be better for the environment, as well as
my wallet, but as I said, it’s not a job I care to
tackle.
After the Fall Council and Conference, we have
some updates from the recent Governing Board
meetings on the direction the organization is
taking. From what I’ve heard, some of that
means updating National Bylaws to make it
easier to keep struggling Squadrons viable by
any means possible. If that entails sharing services such as instructors for classes and if
there aren’t enough volunteers to fill out your
Bridge, that’s OK, too. Joint social events are
also on the table and encouraged. Of course,
job number one is finding ways to attract new
members and that is something that the

The Deep 6

organization, as a whole, needs to work on continuously.
On that note, at our just concluded Fall Conference, several different ways were suggested
to accomplish that. One being that National
needs to continue to get the word out about
who we are — that, of course, being a boating
organization. There are several tri-folds available that provide general, ABC, and overall Education information. There is also a very useful
mobile app that contains weather, tides/currents, as well as boat information and a float
plan. It is usable as a guest, but you might as
well create an account and get all of the benefits of this app. Another great way to make contact with other boaters and let them know who
we are is through vessel safety checks, so if
possible, take advantage of that and get as
many members as you can qualified to be a
Vessel Examiner (VE). Lastly, Coop Charting
has been a fun activity that has proven to increase member retention.
There are many ways to reach the public to let
them know who we are and what we do... if we
could get a positive response in kind, it would
make things so much easier!
Happy Thanksgiving and to all, stay well.
- Linda
Executive Officer, D/6
° ° ° ° °
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District Administrative Officer’s Report
By D/Lt/C Karen Green, S
It was so nice to see so
many members of District 6 at the Fall Conference held in Syracuse
this past weekend. At
the conference we heard
about the NYS Canal
System and celebrated
its 198-year history.

recognized for their outstanding Member Involvement Retention (MIRA) programs at the
September 2023 fall Governing Board Meeting
in Kansas City.

Although there was a
slight drop from last
year in membership of District 6, our 10 squadrons have been quite active. This past Spring,
Safe Boating Week was recognized in several
squadrons. Many boating courses were held
and events throughout the summer months included rendezvous, picnics, vessel safety
checks and other boating activities.

We also would like to send our congratulations
to seven members from across District 6 that
received certificates of recognition for 50 years
of membership to America’s Boating Club:

To enhance awareness of our organization,
Bridgett Arieno, JN reminded us during the
conference to please send articles with any
photographs to local newspapers, local partners, and public officials. Reaching out to the
local community is a great source of communication enlightening America’s Boating Club
and its mission.
Priscilla Clarke, AP and Member Involvement
Chair, advises to share your action plans and
programs which have increased involvement
and retention by submitting the P/C/C William
Selden IV, SN MIRA Form. The entry form is
available on the USPS Membership web page
under Awards. The deadline is May 30th, 2023.
Three squadrons and districts will be
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Speaking of retention, congratulations to Iroquois Squadron for receiving the District 6
Shipping Over Award! This award recognizes
the squadron with the highest membership retention this past year.

•
•
•

•

Rochester –
o Kenneth J. Mart
o Stephen M. Wilde
Susquenango –
o Domenico Fata
Swiftwater –
o Raymond Borchlewicz
o Robert J. Lutz
o Michael J. Matlock, Jr.
Utica –
o David N. Kobernuss

Congratulations and thank you for your commitment to promoting boating safety!!
I wish you and your families a very happy and
healthy Holiday season.
- Karen
Administrative Officer, D/6
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Education Corner
By D/Lt/C Leslie Smith, JN
Happy Fall everyone! The
leaves are changing, and
the views are just beautiful! This is the favorite
time of the year for
many people.
I hope you all had a terrific summer boating
season. By now all of
our boats are, most
likely, put away for the
winter. As of this writing, mine was put away a
couple weeks ago.
Since we’re not going to be on the water for the
next few months, there are other activities we
can participate in, like education. Some of our
squadrons are delivering the ABC class and
some advanced classes this fall which is terrific. If you’re not, now might be a good time to
start scheduling a class for next year. Susquenango is doing that already. We use a local high
school for a classroom. They are very accommodating, but we still have to apply and that
takes a month or two to get through their procedures. We’re not allowed to start advertising
for any classes until we get their approval. To
be fair we’ve never been denied, but rules are
rules, and we must follow them.
Remember, according to Brianna’s Law, starting on 1/1/2023 you need a safety certificate if
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you were born after Jan 1st of 1983. Help
spread the word!!
You may have already heard that there are new
ABC books. If you order a book, it will be the
new version. If you still have some of the older
version, (as I do) there is an addendum you can
download from the Education Department catalog in PDF format. It’s only 4 pages long, so
it’s easy to copy.
There has been a lot of talk lately about instructor certification or recertification. Some of
our members have found it more difficult to get
it done than we all thought. I’m not talking
about the subject matter, but the process to get
the recertification accomplished. Hopefully, by
the time you read this, the process will be
clearer. Just know we are working on it.
Lastly, I want to remind all of you about the
monthly SEO meetings. They are on the first
Thursday of the month at 8:00 PM. We use
FreeConferenceCall.com, meeting ID: DEO6.
The meetings have been very informative and
helpful. If you can’t make it, have someone attend for you. I will be sending out reminders
each month.
Respectfully,
- Les
Education Officer, D/6
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From the Assistant Education Officer
By D/1st/Lt Ira Goldman,
As the Squadron Education Officers are
aware, in order to
teach the Americas
Boating Course the
instructor needs to
be certified to meet
the requirements of
the National Association of Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA). Certification is obtained by passing the Instructor Development
course and then the instructor needs to take
the Recertification Seminar every four years.
In most cases this is done by holding the seminar at the local Squadron or District level but
in some cases, instructors can’t attend these in
person. Watching a recorded video of a Recertification Seminar does not qualify, attendance
and participation in a live seminar is required.
It can be in person or in a virtual classroom and
the instructor can take it from any squadron or
district.
Charlie Fausold from the ABC Finger Lakes
Chapter is offering a virtual recertification seminar on November 28th from 7 to 9pm. If you
would like to participate, Charlie will need your
squadron and certificate numbers in order to
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properly record the results with National. To
register,
contact
Charlie
at
cfausold@gmail.com and he will send you the
Zoom meeting information.
If you are unable to take an in person or virtual
recertification seminar, the national organization has established the following one-time option for individuals to recertify online if a live or
virtual session is not available. To take advantage of this, instructors will complete an application (https://www.usps.org/images/eddept/id_files/iir_200511.pdf?mc_cid=dd0c342
ae3&mc_eid=116a6dd986) and submit it to
IDCOM@usps.org
Once enrolled, instructors will receive a password and a link to the materials. Instructors
will watch a narrated presentation, complete
three worksheet exercises, and fill in and return a reflection guide for review.
Remember, this is a one-time option and has
proved difficult for some instructors to complete so we highly encourage instructors to attend and participate with other instructors in a
classroom or virtual Recertification Seminar.
- Ira
Assistant Education Officer, D/6
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A Message from the District 6 Assistant Secretary
By D/1st/Lt David Daniels, SN
As I write this article it is earlywinter and the
D/6 Fall Conference is over, and
what a Conference it was! The
Syracuse Club,
with
members
from other D/6
Clubs, did a fantastic job! Here are noteworthy topics as they
appear thru the eyes of the Secretarial Department.

Info Center

First topic is an update on the ITC Information Center. More and more tasks may be
accomplished using the Info Center as it continues to be regularly expanded with new functions. Recently four new items (in RED below)
have been added. Here is a link to the online
Center and the Update Page:
https://www.usps.org/cgi-bin-nat/tools/infobeg.cgi
Please note the four “Download” links in blue
at the bottom of Figure 2. Each link allows access to a PowerPoint Presentation about the
Info Center (you must first logon to usps.org as
a member before using the links).

Figure 2: Information Center screen shot.
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DB2000 & Historian Reports

Please note – the Info Center does not support
the submission of Historian Repots. These reports have always been submitted via DB2000
and must continue that way, at least for now.
There is no National schedule to expand the
Info Center to handle Historian Reports. To assist D/6 Clubs, and in particular new Historian
Officers, a copy of DB2000R3 has been placed
in the online D/6 Google Drive “File Cabinet
General”. Here is a direct link; copy the address
and paste into the address field of any browser:
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1x3ahsk0SUzUg2csA91ICkBt-5v3fmpJ5
Sorry about the full text link, but Windows 10
wants to intervene and HELP regarding Google
Drives when help is not really needed; just copy
and paste the link into your favorite browser.
After downloading to your computer, the copy
will most likely be found in your Downloads
Folder. Rename the file so that the “EX_” extension becomes “EXE”. Install DB2000R3 to your
D: drive; it will not work on your C: drive. If
you do not have a D: drive on your computer
you must find a Club member with one.

District 6 Web Site (USPSD6.org)

At the Fall Conference, the Secretarial Report
and general discussions indicate that relatively
few D/6 members actually have a D/6 website
account. A personal account on the D/6 website is necessary for one reason – so that members can access sensitive documents that are
password controlled. Most of the D/6 website
is open and easily accessible by the general
public because we want the public to know who
we are and to know our commitment to safe
boating. But documents like Conference
minutes are sensitive and are restricted from
public access. A D/6 website account is not the
same as your USPS account (USPS.org). They
are different and you do need both.
You may easily setup a D/6 website account by
linking to USPSD6.org and clicking the “Create
Account” link as shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3: Screen shot of the District 6 web site home page.
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Reminders
•

Make sure your email address is current; all
email updates must be made by the member
themself or a Squadron Bridge Officer via
the National Info Center.

•

The D/6 online Google Drive “File Cabinet
General” may be accessed as follows. Copy
the following URL and paste into the address field of any browser (a password is not
required):

Again, sorry about the full text link, but Windows 10 continues to intervene and wants to
HELP regarding Google Drives when help is not
really needed; just copy and paste the link into
your favorite browser. To access the 2022 Fall
Conference reports, drill down the File Cabinet
to 2022 and then 04_Fall and finally to the Reports folder.
Clear skies and calm following seas,
- Dave
Assistant Secretary, D/6

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1-PNItWlD7FpCglStan7Wp__Eo3WzywjY

A Message from the District 6 Treasurer
By D/Lt/C James Sharpe, AP-IN

Conference Notes

Kay and I enjoyed the
Fall Conference that just
concluded. The afternoon programs were
very entertaining and informative. Hats off to the
committee that delivered a fine event, particularity Karen Green and
Bridgett Arieno. The
Ramada staff, short
staffed as that seems to be the norm, also
did a fine job. It is always enjoyable to see members from other squadrons and interact and exchange ideas and experiences. I would encourage all squadron members to attend the spring
and fall conferences where one will find an interesting and informative weekend. If not the
whole weekend, at least the Saturday events.
For bridge members, it should be particularly
informative and helpful in performing their
squadron function.
The Treasurer’s report showed that the district
is solvent. A fiscal year 2023-2024 budget was
presented and approved. I want to thank Tess
Freedman and Tom Alley for their help in putting my reports into a Power Point presentation.
Someday I may learn how to do that myself. It
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is support from other members that makes it
easier to do one’s function, which is another
reason to participate in these conferences.
The United States Power Squadrons Educational Fund is to promote the development and
the furtherance of educational programs and
techniques in boating and the various courses
provided to members and other marine activities by issuing grants. Each squadron is requested to provide a contribution based upon
their membership as of November 30. The following squadrons have provided such funds
and are on the fund honor roll for 2021:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ithaca
Rochester
Seneca (a.k.a., Finger Lakes)
Susquenango
Swiftwater
Syracuse
Utica.

Some squadrons also make a contribution
upon the passing of individual members.
Looking forward to the Spring Conference in
Elmira. Plan ahead!
- Jim
Treasurer, D/6
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District 6 Membership Committee Report
One Year Period Ending September 30th, 2022
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P, P/R/C Chris Tertenik, SN, and P/D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN
National:

20,644 Members 2021
19,777 Members 2022
-867 LOSS

D/6:

439 Members 2021
427 Members 2022
-12 LOSS

SQUADRON

2021

2022

AUBURN

5

4

1

BUFFALO

4

-

-

IROQUOIS

53

47

6

-

ITHACA

13

13

-

-

8

8

-

-

ROCHESTER

59

74

-

15

SENECA

71

68

3

-

SUSQUENANGO

47

50

-

3

SWIFTWATER

64

56

8

-

SYRACUSE

95

89

6

-

UTICA

20

18

2

-

LOCKPORT

DECREASE

INCREASE

This squadron has dissolved.

Membership Committee:
Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN
PDC Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN
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From Around the District (and Beyond)
Member Benefits
By Bridgett Arieno
D6 Conference Chair
Are you reaping all the benefits from your membership with the USPS? There is more to joining
the America’s Boating Clubs than just meeting
new friends and learning more about boating.
Stf/C James Milton, JN from the National Administrative Department is continuously looking for more benefits to offer our members.
Did you know you can save up to 50% on sending packages via UPS? With the holidays fast
approaching, this is timely information! Did
you know that when you travel to visit your
family for the holidays that you can get fantastic rates on rental cars? Just visit the Member
Benefits page in upsp.org for more information.
Some of the newest additions to the member
benefits list are:
•
•
•
•

Boatfix.com – 24 hour boat monitoring
Lightstream – Boat Loans
My Medic – 25% discount
Farmers Insurance – save up to 50%

There are more than 50 member benefits…, so
access the Member Benefits page directly from
the USPS.org home page.

Enjoy a Week at Binnacle Island
By Jim Scherzi
Syracuse
Binnacle Island is a unique island paradise in
the pristine Canadian Thousand Islands. Located just south of the mid-channel marker at
the end of the Bateau Channel and Canadian
North Channel, it is the perfect spot to create
lasting memories. There is something for everyone: You can fish, swim, boat—or just pick your
favorite view of the river and watch the boats go
by. End each perfect day snuggled in next to a
crackling fire in the outdoor fireplace on the
north deck, count the shooting stars if you like,
and maybe you’ll be one of the many lucky ones
treated to a spectacular Aurora Borealis show.
The cottage offers two bedrooms; one with a
queen bed and a half bath, and one with two
double beds and a full bath, a kitchen/family
area with a couch, tables for eating and two
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screened-in porches, panoramic views and necessities such as a coffee maker, toaster, microwave, and stove.
Owned by the Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron
(SSPS), Binnacle is available to Squadron members by the week (Saturday to Saturday) during
the summer season. SSPS members have first
choice until February 15th, after that date any
USPS or CPS member in good standing is eligible to request one of the remaining weeks
on a first come—first serve basis; feel free to put
your request in early. On February 16 an SSPS
member will contact you with the open weeks.
If there is a conflict with a request, whoever has
the most merit marks is given priority.
If dock space is available, members of the USPS
or CPS who are in good standing can use the
“boaters’ area” on the island to stop by or stay
overnight, even if someone else has reserved
the cottage. The “boaters’ area” includes use of
the lower dock, electricity, grill and bathroom.
If the Murray suite (2 twins or 1 King) is not
occupied, dockers may use it for a modest donation.
To learn more or to reserve Binnacle Island for
a week, please contact Jim Scherzi at
jim@scherzi.com or 315-447-8051. Reservation forms can be found on page 31 and on the
Syracuse Sail and Power Squadron’s web site,
http://www.usps.org/lc/syracuse/

Call for Articles!
By Tom Alley
Editor, The Deep 6
It’s not too early to begin submitting material
for the next issue, so please send your stories
and ideas to to me:
theDeep6@uspsd6.org
I look forward to hearing from you!

Comments? Questions? Your Two Cents?
Do you have comments about any of the contents of this issue? Please send your letters to
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll
share the best/most insightful here!
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Educational Opportunities in District 6
Scheduling Note
Please note that the dates and times for the
courses listed herein are planned and not necessarily definite. What is important is that these
classes will happen, and that you can still sign
up for them if they interest you. The instructors
of each class will keep you appraised of any
schedule changes that become necessary.

Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios
None scheduled at this time.

How to Use a GPS
None scheduled at this time.

Basic Weather and Forecasting
None scheduled at this time.

Inland Navigator
America’s Boating Course

Coastal Navigator

Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Sessions planned for July and August. Contact
SEO Jim McGinnis (seo@abc-flx.org).

Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting)

Susquenango
First session starts January 10th, 2023. Second
session begins March 6th, 2023. Contact SEO
Les Smith (lsmith84@stny.rr.com).

Marine Communication Systems

Boat Handling
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Beginning May 2023. On-the-water format will
be used. Contact: SEO Jim McGinnis
(seo@abc-flx.org).
Susquenango
Starts April 17th, 2023. Contact SEO Les Smith
(lsmith84@stny.rr.com).

Marine Electrical Systems
None scheduled at this time.

Engine Maintenance
None scheduled at this time.

Seminars
Safe Powerboat Handling
None scheduled at this time.

How To Use A Chart
None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

Weather
None scheduled at this time.

Seminars
Tides
None scheduled at this time.

Rules of the Road
None scheduled at this time.

Anchoring
None scheduled at this time.

The Mariner’s Compass
None scheduled at this time.

Advanced Coastal Navigator
Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting)
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Beginning February 9th, 2023. Contact: SEO
Jim McGinnis (seo@abc-flx.org).

Marine Navigation Systems
None scheduled at this time.

Page 14 of 35

The Deep 6

Fall 2022

Radar for Boaters

Other Classes & Seminars

None scheduled at this time.

Navigation

Cruising & Cruise Planning

None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

Sail Course

Seminars
Emergencies On Board

Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Planned for May 2024. On-the-water format
will be used. Contact: SEO Jim McGinnis
(seo@abc-flx.org).

None scheduled at this time.

Marine Radar

Instructor Recertification

None scheduled at this time.

Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
November 28th, 2022 at 7:00pm via Zoom. Contact: Charlie Fausold (cfausold@gmail.com).

Offshore Navigator
Junior Navigation
None scheduled at this time.

OpenCPN Seminar

Seminars
Computer Weather Forecasting

Publicize Your Training Opportunities!

None scheduled at this time.

Thunderstorms & Severe Weather
None scheduled at this time.

The Deep 6

None scheduled at this time.

If your squadron is planning to offer any type
of formal or informal class, seminar, or handson training opportunity, please let the editor
know so it can be publicized here.
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org.
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District 6 Fall Conference Summary
By D/1st/Lt Bridgett Arieno, JN
I hope all who attended the D6 Fall Conference
in Liverpool, NY learned a lot and had a great
time. I know I did! Special thanks to Karen
Green for putting together a fantastic program
related to the Erie Canal.
On Friday night, Bill
McManimen, National Education Officer, travelled
from Maple Glen, PA to
share highlights related to
the Education Department.
We then moved on to the
Hospitality Suite to enjoy
food and beverages and
catch up with those we’ve
missed since the Spring
Conference. Bill also shared
Figure 4: NEO Bill the
Chief Commander’s
McManimen at the message during our busiSaturday town hall
ness meeting on Saturday
meeting.
morning.

D/6 Conference Chair
NY, in my minds’ eye, I was aboard a canal
boat.
Our very own Jeff and
Tess Freedman, from
the Syracuse Sail and
Power
Squadron,
shared stories and
pictures from their
“Fifteen Years on the
Erie Canal”. Over a
15-year period, Jeff
and Tess travelled Figure 6: Tess & Jeff Freedalong
the
Erie, man tell of their 15 years
Oswego, and Cayuga- on the Erie Canal.
Seneca canals. With
Jeff’s eye for nature and Tess’s skill at photography, they put together a beautiful series of
scenes along the canal. They also shared the
highlights from many of the small towns along
the way, including murals, museums, shops,
and restaurants.
The program about the Erie Canal was wrapped
up with a discussion led by Dan Wiles, whose
family owned and operated the Mid-Lakes Navigation Company for 51 years. Dan shared his
perspective and his opinion about the politics
and management of the Erie Canal over the
years.
We wrapped up the day with a wonderful banquet buffet and basket raffle. Congratulations
to all the winners! Thank you to Ron Bieber for
the beautiful centerpieces.

Figure 5: Captain Kelsey (a.k.a., Michelle Henry) recruiting crew for her canal barges.

The Saturday afternoon program was kicked off
with an innovative presentation by Michelle
Henry. She came dressed as canal boat Captain
Kelsey! Her engaging reenactment brought to
life how it was to work a grain boat on the Erie
Canal, from the struggles to get good help to
managing in a competitive shipping market. We
learned about the products typically shipped
on canal boats and the time it took to get product from Buffalo to New York City. Even though
we were sitting in a banquet room in Liverpool,
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Figure 7: Canal-themed centerpieces by Ron Bieber.
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Our next conference will be held in Elmira, NY
at the Clarion Inn on April 14 – 16, 2023. If you
are interested in joining the conference committee, please let me know.
- Bridgett
°°°°°

Figure 9: Friday night hospitality suite activity.

Figure 8: The Freedman's manning the registration
booth.

Figure 10: Fall Conference business meeting on Saturday morning.

The Deep 6
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The Importance of Vessel Examiners and Vessel Safety Checks to Our Squadrons
By P/C Jim Ryder, AP
As of January 1st, 2022, the Syracuse Sail and
Power Squadron (SSPS) had only one active
Vessel Examiner (VE) to do Vessel Safety
Checks (VSCs). Due to this fact, the capability
of SSPS to do Vessel Safety Checks in the Central New York and St. Lawrence River regions
was significantly reduced, where we previously
had several people to do VSCs. Without VEs in
these areas many boaters didn’t bother to have
VSCs done in 2022 and United States Power
Squadrons/America’s Boating Club lost visibility in these areas.
Vessel Examiners are the USPS ambassadors
that provide a friendly, helpful way for boaters
to become familiar with USPS through doing
the free Vessel Safety Checks. These checks allow the boaters to show that they are operating
safe vessels or learn what they need to do make
sure that their vessel is safe. Additionally, the
VSCs give the examiner an opportunity to introduce the boaters to USPS and their local
squadron to discuss the advantages that joining USPS can obtain from both the national
and local organizations.
Realizing that We needed to re-establish our
presence in the community for safety check,
P/C Ken Green, JN and myself (P/C Jim Ryder,
AP) decided to take the Vessel Examiners
course from the USPS.org website. We both
found that the course material is very extensive
and, in some ways, summarized many of the
standard courses that we have taken. Like all
USPS exams, the Vessel Examiner exam is
multiple choice, but is open book, and is 30
questions long. The kicker to this exam is that
you can only get three incorrect answers, the
exam summary does not let you know which
answers that you got wrong, and the next exam
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you take is almost totally different. Eventually
we both passed the exam, Ken before me, and
Ken was able to get his first required five VSCs
proctored by Dan Weaver Jr., JN, and then
complete his five required inspections to qualify
for full Examiner. With Ken proctoring my first
five inspections, I nearly completed my qualification , but due to it being the end of boating
season 2022, I was unable to get my own five
required inspections. Next year I will need Ken
to proctor my first two inspections and then as
a fully certified Examiner, start doing my own
inspections.
Given that we will have three Examiners, Ken,
myself, and Dan Weaver Jr, in the Thousand
Island region, we plan to do as many VSCs as
we possibly can, thus re-establishing the presence of the USPS and local squadrons in this
region and getting the boating public’s attention focused on boating safety. Part of the
safety message will be that for those who have
not taken the NYS Boating Safety course (it is
not a requirement for a VSC decal) that they
should be taking the course to learn more
about boating safety, and that a boating safety
certificate will be required of all NYS boaters as
of January 1st, 2025.
If you are interested in becoming a VE in your
area, feel free to contact either myself or Ken
Green as we can help you with the steps needed
to become a USPS Vessel Examiner and getting
your initial required inspection done.
- Jim
°°°°°
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Safety Insights from the 2022 Newport-Bermuda Race
By US Sailing

Squadron

[The following is an excerpt of a report published
by US Sailing on the fatal accident that occurred
during this year’s Newport-Bermuda Race. It
provides some valuable insights on emergencies, how to handle them, and how to prepare
for them. As such, I thought it worthwhile to include it in this issue of our newsletter. -Ed.]
° ° ° ° °
NEWPORT, Rhode Island (October 27, 2022)
– The Bermuda Race Organizing Committee
would like to thank US Sailing and the expert
investigation panel members who have devoted their knowledge and experience to fully
studying the tragic loss of Mr. Colin Golder. Our
deepest condolences remain with the family and
crew of Morgan of Marietta. We encourage our
sailing community to fully read US Sailing's report and find ways to realize the recommendations in all of our boating activities.
°°°°°

REPORT ON INQUIRY BY US SAILING INTO THE PERSON OVERBOARD INCIDENT ON THE YACHT MORGAN OF MARIETTA IN THE 2022 NEWPORT-BERMUDA RACE
October 15, 2022 – The 52nd Annual Newport to
Bermuda Race (“Race”) started off Newport,
Rhode Island on June 17, 2022. The yacht Morgan of Marietta (“MOM”), a Centurion 42, competed in the Race. Colin Golder (“Colin”), of New
Providence, New Jersey, owned and skippered
the boat. Colin went overboard on the afternoon of Sunday, June 19, 2022. He was not
wearing a harness with tether nor a personal
flotation device that complied with the Race’s
safety requirements (hereinafter “PFD”). The
crew of MOM executed man overboard procedures, quickly returned to Golder, and connected him to the boat via a Lifesling. While
connected to the Lifesling, Colin lost consciousness and died soon thereafter. The crew of
MOM had great difficulty in pulling Colin’s unconscious body back aboard, but finally did so.
Once they recovered Colin’s body, the crew returned MOM to its home port in New Jersey.
The Deep 6

The Cruising Club of America and the Royal
Bermuda Yacht Club requested that US Sailing
conduct a review of this incident and provide a
report and recommendations aimed at enhancing the safety of offshore racing. To that end,
US Sailing appointed a panel of six sailors to
review the incident, establish what happened,
and make recommendations to reduce the likelihood of a future similar incident.
The panel interviewed all surviving members of
the MOM crew, as well as Sabina Golder,
Colin’s wife. It reviewed MOM’s Expedition logs
and YB Tracking record, as well as Race documentation kept aboard the boat. It consulted
with experts in the fields of medicine, navigation, and weather forecasting. This Report aims
to summarize what occurred in this incident,
outline our findings, and provide lessons
learned for the sailing community.
Part I provides a factual summary of events.
Part II outlines key conclusions stemming from
these facts. Part III offers lessons learned and
recommendations aimed at making offshore
sailing a safer sport for all who participate in it.
Broadly, we found that the key contributing
cause to Colin’s death was his failure to wear a
PFD, harness, and tether. Given the circumstances, his crew acted properly in connection
with the subsequent man overboard procedure.
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I. FACTUAL SUMMARY

MOM started the Race on June 19, 2022. Colin
owned and skippered the boat. Colin was an
experienced offshore racing sailor, having competed in approximately ten prior Newport to
Bermuda Races. Colin was joined by seven
other crew members: Sara Burke, Johan Blok,
Rob Douglas, Shawn Edmonds, Ann Myer,
Anne Popolizio, Lou Rugulo.
Two of the crew members were new to MOM,
and the others had sailed on the boat previously to varying degrees. Colin was very involved in preparing the boat for the Race. In
terms of actively managing the boat during the
Race, Colin relied heavily on his crew. As of the
date of the race, Colin was 74 years of age and
overweight (estimates of his weight were 250300 pounds at a height of 5 foot, 9 inches). He
rarely, if ever, went outside of the cockpit while
racing.
At the start of the Race, MOM was sailing in
approximately 15-20 knots of wind out of the
southwest. MOM got pushed over the starting
line early and had to circle the Race Committee
boat and start thereafter. Lou Rugulo, MOM’s
navigator, advised the crew at the start that
they should expect winds in the 20-25 knot
range, with possible higher gusts, during the
Race. Between the start of the Race and Sunday afternoon, MOM raced towards Bermuda
without incident. Colin divided the crew into
two watches: 1) Colin, Rob Douglas, Anne
Popolizio, and Shawn Edmonds; and 2) Sara
Burke, Ann Myer, Johan Blok, and Lou Rugulo.
By all accounts, the watch system functioned
smoothly, with all crew members getting a reasonable amount of nutrition and rest during
the first 40 hours of the Race. MOM’s watch
system called for four-hour watches during the
daytime and three-hour watches at night.
At 1100 EDT on Sunday, Colin came on watch
with Douglas, Popolizio, and Edmonds. By this
time, Colin had gotten to know Douglas’ boat
handling skills and had been deferring to Douglas on boat handling. At this point, MOM was
sailing on starboard tack at a wind angle of
about 95- 130 degrees true (according to the
boat’s Expedition data) under a full main and
No. 3 genoa, with winds at approximately 290330 degrees true. Boat heading was generally
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between 160 and 190 degrees. According to the
boat’s Expedition data, wind speeds were consistently in the low to mid 20s, with some
higher gusts. Crew members report a sea state
with waves consistently in the ten-foot range,
with some higher waves of 12 to 18 feet. According to the boat’s Expedition data, the water
temperature was 23° Celsius (73° Fahrenheit),
with boat speeds of 8 to 10 knots (and some
higher speeds as the boat rolled down the
swells.) Heel angles, on average, were around
15 degrees. The boat was reportedly well-balanced, with a manageable degree of helm. The
crew switched drivers every 30 minutes to keep
a fresh hand on the helm.
At approximately 1215 EDT, Douglas was at
the helm of MOM. Colin was seated in the cockpit on the starboard side, forward. Popolizio
was seated behind him on the starboard side,
and Edmonds was sitting to leeward. Douglas,
Popolizio and Edmonds were all wearing PFDs
and were clipped in using their tethers. According to many members of the crew, it was standard operating procedure for MOM crew members to wear PFDs, harnesses, and tethers at
night and in conditions like those described
above. Indeed, based on a photo of MOM at the
start of the Race, Colin was wearing a PFD at
the start of the Race.
Despite these unwritten standards, Colin was
not wearing a PFD and was not clipped in at the
time of the incident. He was wearing a pair of
salopettes, an offshore foul weather jacket, and
sneakers. At approximately 1225 EDT, a large
wave hit MOM. The wave washed over the crew,
easily burying MOM’s rail. Edmonds was tethered to the boat on the leeward side. He reportedly got hit by the wave and “had the impression of being underwater” for a period of time.
This was a different type of wave from the typical spray that the crew experienced in the time
leading up to the incident. According to multiple crew accounts, this wave washed Colin over
the top of the leeward lifelines and into the water. According to the Expedition log on the
boat’s computer, the heel angle at this time hit
49.42 degrees. Speed over ground during these
few seconds was recorded at 15 knots and 18.8
knots.
The Deep 6
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With Colin overboard, the crew quickly initiated
a person overboard (“POB”) response. Douglas
assigned Popolizio the role of being the spotter,
and she maintained eye contact with Colin in
the water. Douglas called out that a man was
overboard to the watch below. Popolizio hit the
POB button on MOM’s Raymarine chart plotter,
located on the steering pedestal. Edmonds
readied the Lifesling on the port side, and also
served as a spotter for Colin. Edmonds kept his
eyes on Colin from the time he realized Colin
had fallen overboard until he was reconnected
to the boat. Douglas tacked the boat, backwinded both sails, and executed a quickstop
maneuver.
Once the off-watch crew were alerted of a POB,
they put on PFDs and came up on deck. While
no crew member could provide an exact estimate of timing, it appears they were able to do
so within a minute or two. Once the off-watch
crew came on deck, they threw two Type IV
cushions overboard in order to create a debris
field. They then dropped the jib, and one of the
off-watch crew members started the engine. As
the boat returned to Colin, it passed him to
windward, Edmonds deployed the Lifesling,
Douglas tacked the boat back over and brought
the Lifesling around Colin. This entire process
took four to five minutes from the time Colin
was washed overboard. According to crew accounts, the boat never got more than 300 yards
away from Colin during this process. Within
three minutes of Colin falling overboard,
MOM’s recorded speed was between zero and
three knots.
Colin made contact with the Lifesling and was
alert at the time he did so. He swam to the
Lifesling, proceeded to put the Lifesling on under his arms without any issues. He was not
talking at this point, nor did anyone on the
crew hear Colin talking after he fell overboard.
Once Colin was connected to the boat via the
Lifesling, Edmonds proceeded to slowly pull
him back to the boat and verbally expressed
concern for keeping his head up and out of the
sea state. Some crew members report being
able to make eye contact with him during this
time.
Edmonds’ original plan was to bring the
Lifesling to mid-ship and bring him back on
The Deep 6

board. However, during the process of bringing
him back to the boat, Colin appeared to lose
consciousness and his face went into the water.
Edmonds was very concerned about the
amount of time Colin’s face was going to be in
the water and brought him to the swim platform in order to get Colin’s face out of the water
as soon as possible. Multiple crew members
stood on the platform and raised Colin’s head
out of the water as they attached MOM’s jib halyard to the Lifesling. At this point, Colin’s skin
was blue, and he was unresponsive. While trying to raise Colin’s body on the jib halyard, the
halyard chafed aggressively and began to
shred. Eventually, Colin slid out of the
Lifesling, and crew members were unable to retain a grasp of him. He was floating face down
near the boat and believed by the crew to be
dead at this point.
The crew of MOM then attempted to seek help
from others outside the boat. They initially had
some trouble unlocking the boat’s Iridium GO
system because it was paired with Colin’s cell
phone, and they did not have the unlock code.
They contacted other competitors via radio,
who helped establish a relay to the United
States Coast Guard. (Eventually, the crew was
able to unlock the Iridium GO system and
begin using it.) Through this relay, the crew of
MOM understood that a helicopter was being
dispatched to assist. MOM circled Colin’s body,
awaiting assistance from the Coast Guard. Approximately an hour later, the crew learned
that the Coast Guard would not be coming, and
they renewed their efforts to retrieve Colin’s
body from the ocean.
The crew found the Lifesling ineffective because
Colin was unconscious and unable to maintain
his position in the device. The crew tried to use
a drogue, wrapping it around him and pulling
it up. This failed. Next, the crew tried to hoist
Colin’s body using the straps of his salopettes.
This also failed. Finally, after at least two hours
of effort, the crew secured lines around various
parts of Colin’s body, and using the main halyard, hauled the body on deck.
The crew zipped Colin’s body into MOM’s No. 3
genoa bag, lashed it to the rail, and began
heading for the boat’s home port of Perth Amboy, New Jersey. At this point, the crew had
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been able to make contact with Sabina Golder,
who asked the crew to deliver the boat to Perth
Amboy. Douglas served as de facto skipper during the delivery. MOM and her crew returned to
port on Wednesday at approximately 1600. The
boat was met at the dock by the local police department and coroner, as well as several US
Customs officials.
According to the medical examiner’s report, the
cause of Colin’s death was “drowning.” This
panel consulted with an independent medical
expert, Dr. Jo Larkin, who supported this conclusion.

II. KEY CONCLUSIONS

1. The conditions existing at the time of the incident clearly warranted use of a PFD combined with a harness and tether, and to be
clipped in while on deck. Indeed, Colin’s fellow watch members were equipped in this
manner. Some were even “double tethered”
to keep themselves as close as possible to
the boat.
2. Colin’s failure to wear/use a PFD, harness,
and tether proximately caused the POB incident, and ultimately, his death. Colin’s
crew did not press him to wear a PFD, harness, and tether in these conditions. Had
Colin been wearing a PFD, harness, and
tether, it is highly unlikely that he would
have been washed overboard.
3. The evidence suggests that Colin died due
to drowning. This is the conclusion reached
in the medical report provided – a conclusion that was confirmed by Dr. Larkin.
Some crew members speculated that Colin
died of some other sudden cause, pointing
to the fact that he appeared to be alert and
was making eye contact with the crew. Dr.
Larkin advised that the process of drowning
is “gradual,” and that such reactions are not
inconsistent with a drowning diagnosis.9
4. The crew of MOM properly executed man
overboard procedures and reconnected
Colin to the boat within four to five minutes,
never losing sight of Colin. Their efforts in
this regard are impressive, especially given
the conditions.
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5. The crew of MOM experienced great difficulty in recovering Colin’s body. Recovering
an unconscious body absent a PFD and
harness, particularly given Colin’s physical
stature and the conditions existing at the
time of the incident, would have been extraordinarily difficult for any crew.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

As stated above, we find that the crew of MOM
acted properly with respect to the recovery of
Colin’s body, given the difficult circumstances
that existed. We commend them for the skill
and bravery that they demonstrated. We believe
that the offshore sailing community can learn
many lessons from this incident and offer the
recommendations below toward that end.
A. Wearing of PFDs, harnesses, and tethers —
Sailors should wear PFDs, harnesses, and tethers when on deck in inclement weather and
when conditions otherwise warrant. We believe
this incident would not have occurred had
Colin been wearing a PFD, harness, and tether,
and was in fact tethered to the boat. Stating the
obvious: If you fall overboard while sailing
offshore, your chance of death increases
dramatically. Staying attached to the boat is
critical to minimizing this risk.
B. Responsibility of all crewmembers to ensure
compliance with safety requirements —It is often said that wearing such equipment is a “personal decision.” We disagree. Any time a person
goes overboard, the entire crew is at risk. For
that reason, all crew members should be
trained to actively promote safety requirements
and standards, ensure that all crew members
comply with them, and be prepared to challenge each other with respect to safety issues.
We recommend that the Safety Equipment Requirements should be expressly rewritten to
emphasize that ALL crew members bear responsibility for acknowledging and enforcing requirements associated with good seamanship, and that skippers expressly instruct their crews in this regard. We also believe it would behoove all skippers and crews to
engage in strong internal communications concerning safety protocols, including pre-race
safety briefings and discussions. See Recommendation J below. We believe these measures
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would facilitate an added measure of safety
aboard any racing yacht.
C. Lifesling training — The crew of MOM initially used the jib halyard to try and recover
Colin even though the recovery was being executed from the transom. (Quite possibly, due to
the unresponsive nature of the POB, it was necessary for the recovery crew to be at sea level,
making the transom a reasonable choice for a
recovery.) However, the exit angle of the jib halyard made it a poor choice in this regard.
Choice of the jib halyard may have been influenced by safety at sea demonstrations showing
recovery from amidships. Ultimately, the crew
moved to the boat’s main halyard for this purpose. Safety at Sea trainers should consider focusing more heavily on lifting POBs back
onboard via a Lifesling (including choice of halyard), and to augment such training – whenever possible – to utilize equipment necessary
to properly demonstrate such techniques. Additionally, in Safety at Sea training, emphasis
should be placed on the need to consider alternative courses of actions under the stress of
timing and conditions.
D. Training and equipment concerning unconscious POBs — We recommend that Safety at
Sea training be updated to focus more heavily
on methods for bringing unconscious POBs
aboard and address the possibility that the
POB is not wearing a PFD or harness. Further,
we would encourage manufacturers of safety
equipment to explore enhancements that may
improve a crew’s ability to recover an unconscious POB.
E. Additional training on external communications — The crew of MOM experienced some difficulties with communication. Specifically: 1)
the boat’s VHF radio was set on low power; 2)
the crew had trouble connecting to the boat’s
Iridium GO system because Colin’s phone was
the key element of that system, and the crew
could not access it; and 3) the crew had some
difficulties operating the DSC calling feature on
the VHF radio and lacked a complete understanding of DSC capabilities. While none of
these difficulties materially affected the crew’s
ability to bring Colin back aboard alive, we believe Safety at Sea training should be enhanced
to focus more heavily on communication
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methods available on offshore passages, including the performance capabilities of VHF radios, Iridium GO systems, and cellular phones.
Additionally, we suggest that race organizers
consider requiring or recommending additional
training of multiple crew members in this regard, focused on the characteristics of their
particular event.
F. Training regarding MOM-8 units — The crew
did not deploy the MOM-8 unit, and multiple
members of the crew on watch stated that deploying this device did not occur to them. It appears that the crew discussed the use of the device before the race and that Colin mentioned
it as a priority. However, deployment of the
MOM-8 did not occur to the crew in this admittedly high-pressure (and for a period of time,
shorthanded) situation. At least one crew member commented that they had never seen the
MOM-8 unit deployed during their Safety at
Sea training. This highlights a legitimate challenge within Safety at Sea training regarding
the ability to demonstrate equipment that requires professional service after use. Going forward, we suggest that Safety at Sea trainers
consider additional ways to demonstrate the
value/use of MOM-8 units. While we doubt that
use of the MOM-8 device would have changed
the outcome in this case, it is clear that the unit
was not utilized, perhaps due to lack of familiarity and the opportunity to employ it in a
training situation.
G. Training regarding availability of outside rescue assistance — During this incident, it appears that the crew of MOM – for a period of
time -- was led to believe that the U.S. Coast
Guard would come to their aid. Regardless of
what the Coast Guard may have told the crew
of MOM, we find it highly unlikely that the
Coast Guard would have been of any assistance
in this incident, given that MOM was sailing
several hundred miles off the east coast of the
United States. For this reason, we strongly recommend that all Safety at Sea courses be reviewed and revised to reflect the realities of the
Coast Guard’s capabilities in this regard. We
also recommend that all race organizers provide specific and realistic guidance to competitors re what to expect in terms of rescue
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capabilities and emphasize the foundational
principle of self-reliance in that guidance.
H. Training regarding rescue swimmers — We
recommend that Safety at Sea training be revised to specifically address when, if ever, to
send a rescue swimmer into the water. The
MOM crew specifically discussed this issue and
wisely decided not to send a swimmer into the
water given the conditions. However, we believe
many crews might have made a different decision, especially given the emotional difficulties
of seeing a fellow crew member struggling to
live. We believe this topic needs more attention
and discussion in our community.
I. Training regarding engine use — We recommend that Safety at Sea training and race organizers’ requirements be updated to include
engine starting and use by multiple crewmembers as a required element. In this case, the
MOM crew did an outstanding job executing
man overboard procedures. But several of the
crew were challenged by not being familiar with
MOM’s engine. Skippers and crews should
work together to ensure that all crew members
know how to start a boat’s engine when necessary. This training, review, documentation, and
practice of all standard operating procedures
on board is particularly important when some
sailors are new to the crew or to the boat.
J. Importance of safety briefings — We believe
Safety at Sea courses should be enhanced to
better explain what kind of safety briefings
ought to occur prior to a significant race such
as the Newport to Bermuda Race. In this case,
there were some newer crew members to the
MOM program. A detailed pre-race safety briefing that discusses safety issues in detail might
reduce (although not eliminate) the number of
future incidents.
K. Appointment of a “second in command” —
Generally, our training protocols do not contemplate the skipper falling overboard. In our
judgment, our sport does not sufficiently address continuity of leadership should a skipper
fall overboard. To that end, we recommend that
Safety at Sea training be enhanced to
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contemplate this possibility, and that race organizers in major offshore events require competitors to identify a “second in command.” In
this case, Rob Douglas and Ann Myer were
identified as watch captains in the entry paperwork related to the Race, and Douglas emerged
as the de facto skipper in Colin’s absence. This
latter decision appears to have been organic in
nature. It might have been easier for the crew
to have sorted this issue out in advance.
L. Identification of crew members with medical
training — Crews should endeavor to identify
who among them are trained in first aid/medical procedures, especially when a crew has not
sailed together in the past. While the crew of
MOM acted with great skill, it was not clear that
they all had a strong understanding of each
other’s capabilities in this regard. Skippers and
crews should, together, make sure that they all
have a shared understanding of medical capabilities aboard the boat.

CONCLUSION

Colin was washed overboard by a large wave in
inclement weather. We believe, ultimately, his
death was caused by his failure to wear and deploy his PFD, harness, and tether. His crew
acted admirably in returning and reconnecting
him to the boat, but it appears that he drowned
before they could get him back on the boat. All
of us can learn important lessons from this
tragedy, and we have tried to offer this relatively simple set of findings and recommendations in the hopes that they will be widely
shared and understood by our community, and
that they can play a role in making our sport
safer for all.
°°°°°
The full report with appendices and additional
references can be found on the US Sailing web
site at https://ussailing2018.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NBRMorgan-of-Marietta-Report-10242022-FINAL.pdf
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The Erie Canal: Where Have We Been and How Did We Get Here?
By Dan Wiles

Canal Society of New York State

Figure 11: An old map of the original Erie Canal. (ErieCanal.org)

[Many thanks to Dan for sharing the presentation he gave at the District 6 Fall Conference earlier this month. -Ed.]

rowers, tugs and barges, and every type of boating from loopers to marina residents that never
leave the dock! If it floats, they’re out there!

Good afternoon, everyone! Thank you to Karen
Green for inviting me to join you today. It is a
privilege. My name is Dan Wiles, and I am
proud to call myself a Canaller!

Along the canal’s banks you will find even more
activity with hikers, bikers, dog walkers, runners, shoppers, campers, fishermen, diners,
picknickers, bird watchers, sun worshipers,
nappers, locals and tourists, children and
grandparents, or just curious people from all
walks of life.

As a lifelong boater, I applaud the efforts of organizations like the Power Squadron that do so
much to make boating a safer and more enjoyable experience for everyone on the water.
Thank you for all you do!
My family owned and operated Mid-Lakes Navigation Company; a tour boat company based
in Skaneateles NY. One part of the company
was engaged in running cruises on the Erie Canal anywhere from 1 hour and 4 days! That was
my career for 38 years. I have cruised every
inch of the canal system – full disclosure – except Montour Falls!
Beyond the family business, I am a long-term
member and former president of the Canal Society of New York State. I am the longest sitting
commissioner on the NYS Canal Recreationway
Commission. I am now park manager of the
Port Byron Old Erie Canal Heritage Park. I am
a fairly familiar face in the canal community.
Not surprisingly, I have a strong pro-canal bias.
I truly believe that the canal system in NY is the
most diverse recreational resource in the state
and appeals to more varied interests than any
other place I can think of. On any given day you
will see, of course, boats. Power boats, sailboats, tour boats, rental boats, canoes, kayaks,
fishing boats, personal watercraft, competitive
The Deep 6

Besides the obvious, what brings people to the
canal corridor? History: Geological History, Industrial History, Engineering History, Women’s
Rights, Social Movements, Abolitionist Movement, Religious movements, Transportation,
Politics. The story of New York State can be told
along the canal corridor.
The Canal was the creator of great cities! It created a great state! It is a creation of man. One
of the greatest engineering accomplishments of
the past 200 years, while being in harmony
with its natural surroundings.
But that’s not really what I came here to talk
about!
For all that’s great about the canals, I am not
as happy about where the canal is today or the
direction it’s taking as I should be. Here in a
nutshell is why.
DISCLAIMER: THESE ARE MY OPINIONS.
THIS IS THE WORLD ACORDING TO ME,
BASED ON MY OBSERVATIONS AND EXPERIENCE. IT’S MORE AN EDITORIAL THAN A
THESIS.
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I fear that some of those who value our canals the least, are those most entrusted with
its care, operation, and development.
Feel free to read the sentence above again.
So how did I get to this place? Strap yourselves
in for the obligatory, but brief, history lesson!
It is important to understand that there have
been three versions of the Erie Canal.

United States Power Squadrons®
Governor Teddy Roosevelt had different ideas.
New York State had the sixth largest economy
on the planet. He reckoned that New York
would build a canal that would be the most
modern, state of the art, electric, steel and concrete, no mules, no towpath canal and best of
all…, NO TOLLS!
Scheduled for a 1919 opening, the Erie Canal
was forced to open in 1918 because of World
War I. The canal was under federal control and
after the war, and the feds didn’t want to give it
back! New York State was very powerful and by
the 1920s, control of the canal reverted back to
the state. This clearly illustrates the economic
power of New York State at that time.
Through the mid-1900s, the Canal was very
well funded by the taxpayers of New York State.
It was also very well maintained.

Figure 12: Opening of the (first) Erie Canal in 1825.

The original Erie Canal Opened in 1825. It was
built to connect the Great Lakes to the Atlantic
Ocean. They knew the day it opened that they
had made it too small. Figuring it would take
20 years to pay for the construction of the canal, it actually paid for itself in eight years. Enlargement of the canal began almost immediately after that. The widening, deepening, and
twinning of the locks nearly doubled the tonnage the canal could carry.
New York City didn’t become the financial and
commercial center of the country by a fluke! It
was the Erie Canal that made this possible.
The Erie Canal was funded, constructed, operated, and maintained 100% by New York State.
The canal was the Department of Transportation. It was also a huge money maker. By 1882
the canals had realized a $72 million surplus.
By this time the railroads were beginning to
out-compete the canal, so as a final measure to
compete the state abolished the canal tolls. In
fact, they changed the state constitution to say
that the canal would be owned by the people of
the state and be forever toll free.
By the end of the 1800s, less than two decades
later, New York State was ready to shut it down
because the canal had become a burden on the
taxpayers!
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Success was measured in tonnage with the best
year having 6 million tons carried. Pretty good
for a waterway that closes for 4-5 months a
year!
So, what happened? Where are all the barges?
Most believe the railroads, or pipelines, or the
interstate highways were to blame. They were,
but only partially. The St. Lawrence Seaway did
most of the damage. The day the Seaway
opened in 1959, everything changed.
Tonnage shipped on the canal plummeted because cargo could now be taken directly to the
Atlantic Ocean from the Great Lakes through
the St. Lawrence Seaway rather than being offloaded onto smaller canal barges in Buffalo
and then being reloaded onto ocean freighters
in New York City. As I said before, tonnage was
the measure of success. By 1970 the canal was
carrying one-quarter of what it had carried in
1955.
Once again, the justification for continuing operation of the canal was being questioned.
Let’s close it down! We’ll always have museums!
New York came very close to closing down some
or all of the canal system in the early 1970s.
Let’s speed the story along. The pollution consciousness of the 70s and 80s created cleaner
water and a more pleasant waterfront environment. (Let’s face it, the canal was a pretty awful
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place in the ‘60s and ‘70s.) This led to a rise in
recreational boating and other recreational
pursuits, along with waterfront municipal investments all along the corridor. A new reason
to keep it operational emerged: TOURISM!
The canal had always been a part of state Department of Transportation (DOT). What does
DOT know about promoting tourism on a waterway? Not as much as one would hope! The
canal remained a very expensive system to
maintain. Because the constitution was
amended in 1882 to declare it “forever toll free,”
every year there was more and more uncertainty as to whether the canal would be funded
by the legislature. This was not the environment to attract long term investment.
So, let’s summarize the situation:
•

Barge traffic almost gone,

•

Water cleaning up,

•

Recreation and tourism opportunities are
presenting themselves,

•

BUT funding for operational needs remains
substantial and not guaranteed.

So, a search for a new owner was started.
Maybe another entity could take over operations of the canal? Preferably an entity with a
bit more money.

they did was to set up an advisory group known
as the CRC or Canal Recreationway Commission. This was an advisory group and a liaison
between the Canal Corporation and the canal
community.
In the beginning, the Canal Corporation was
enthusiastic, and the CRC enjoyed a very effective relationship with them. The Canal Recreationway Master Plan was released in 1995. It is
a tremendous document and, even after 27
years, still provides pretty sound guidance. Under the plan, trails became a larger component
of the canalway.
In the early days of the Recreationway Master
Plan, there was an understanding that the canal was a waterway with boats and boaters,
and that these boats and boaters have needs.
The Canal Corporation needed to address the
needs, such as safe docking, shore power, fresh
water, trash removal, restrooms and showers,
guidebooks, general information and communication, support for canal-side marinas and
marine services, marketing, and promotion.
And for a while, they were doing all that!
In the early 2000s, things started to change.
The roll of the CRC changed from being the givers of advice and ideas to being the receivers of
news about plans already made. Other changes
included staffing cuts, dredging cutbacks,
shortened hours of operation, and decreasing
length of season. Boaters were increasingly getting overlooked as other land-based projects
started getting more attention.
To me, the writing was on the wall: The Thruway wanted out! They now had a big new financial burden, the Tappan Zee Bridge! Time to
find a new home for canals. Things couldn’t get
worse…, right?

In 1993, a piece of legislation called Canal 2000
came out. This shifted responsibility of the canals from the NYSDOT to the Thruway Authority. New York had to change the constitution
(again) to allow tolls and someone other than
its citizens to own it. This legislation was the
birth of the Canal Corporation, a wholly owned
subsidiary of the New York Thruway Authority.
The Thruway admitted they knew little about
how to run a waterway. So, one of the things
The Deep 6

Enter the New York Power Authority!
The Power Authority has recently replaced the
Thruway Authority as the parent entity.
Like the Thruway, the NYPA makes its own
money
through
the
generation
and
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transmission of electricity. They are the largest
state-owned power provider in the country.
They had money but I don’t think they wanted
the canal. The Governor’s office might not have
given them much choice.
Under the early administration of NYPA, the
CRC was ignored. The operating season and
operational hours were restricted even more.
Once again boaters were taking the hit while
completion of the Empire trail became a priority. (By the way, I’m not anti-trail!) There were
also changes in how commercial vessels could
access drydock repair facilities… they weren’t
allowed! This was accompanied by the wholesale disposal (destruction) of numerous historically significant canal tugs, vessels, and equipment to make artificial reefs in Long Island
Sound. There was no interest in taking advantage of the approaching bicentennial of the
canal opening – a once-in-a-lifetime marketing
opportunity. The CRC had a bicentennial plan
outlined, but the CRC was put on the shelf for
two years and didn’t meet. State law mandates
that the CRC meet at least four times a year.
How do they get away with that?
Overall, the New York Power Authority was very
cavalier about it all. Public input carried very
little weight.
Then NYPA/CC rolled out a program called
“Reimagine the Canal”. It was a competition for
municipalities and organizations to get a piece
of a giant multi-million-dollar pie. Well over 100
ideas were submitted, and I believe that ultimately five (give or take) worthy projects were
selected. Here’s the crazy thing to me. If you
had welded all the lock gates shut on the entire
canal, it would have no effect on any of the winning projects. The boating community, once
again, was overlooked. Some are forgetting that
it’s … a … waterway! It’s a transportation
route!
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Figure 13: The round goby (neogobius melanostomus).

If the politics of this weren’t enough, today the
biggest threat to through-canal navigation
seems to be something called the Round Goby.
This invasive species is causing quite a stir,
with many believing that the only way to contain this environmental threat and prevent it
from using the canal to migrate, is to physically
build barriers or by shutting down certain locks
forever, thereby creating the needed physical
barrier! That means we would no longer have a
through state canal but instead two canals that
almost touch!!
However, all is not gloom and doom!
I’m not going to stand here and say that the canal isn’t great today…, it is great!
I will still say it’s underutilized and underappreciated by a vast majority of New Yorkers.
But having been so invested in its development
for so long, I’m frustrated that it isn’t even better than it is. I also worry that the future isn’t
as certain as I’d like it to be.
I’ll wrap up on some positive notes:
•

NYPA has a new chairman. Huge step forward.

•

Canal Corp and NYPA admit that they have
been heavy handed in their dealing with the
public in recent years and are taking actions to correct the situation.

•

Canal Corp and NYPA admit that the
Reimagine the Canal effort could have been
managed better.

•

CRC is active and meeting on a regular basis again.
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• Our newly reelected governor is a serious
canal boater.
Together, these events give me hope for a
brighter future for the Erie Canal.
Thank you again for the opportunity to address
you all today!
- Dan
°°°°°
Dan Wiles has promoted and showcased New
York’s historic canal system both publicly and
privately for over 40 years. He has been a familiar face at canal conferences, symposiums, and
celebrations for decades. Dan’s long career piloting the well-known canal boat Emita II provided him a rare perspective on New York’s canals which he gladly shared with all who
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traveled with him, especially the legions of
school children. Dan was twice a presenter at
the World Canal Conference and is a past president of the Canal Society of NYS. In 1997, Gov.
George Pataki appointed Dan to serve on the
New York State Canal Recreationway Commission and he was the recipient of the “Spirit of the
Canal” award in 2016. Dan, 60, retired from active canalling when he and his siblings sold the
family business in 2019. He keeps busy as a
substitute high school teacher in Skaneateles
NY. In the summer months he manages the 18acre Port Byron Old Erie Canal Heritage Park for
the Canal Society of New York State and their
newly established Samuel Center for Canal History, also located in Port Byron. His familyowned Mid-Lakes Navigation Co. for over 50
years.
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Why Do We Call Defective Cars ‘Lemons’?
By Jake Rossen

MentalFloss.com

Shopping for a car, new or
used, can be a nerve-wracking
experience. If you buy new, you
risk sticker shock and dealer
add-ons. Purchase used and
you’re never quite sure if your
new vehicle will turn into a
headache 10 miles down the
road.
In the latter case, we sometimes refer to defective cars as
“lemons.” States even refer to
their consumer protection bills
against crummy cars as “lemon
laws.” But why do we associate
a death trap with a tangy fruit?
According to Green’s Dictionary of Slang, using
lemon to denote a fraudulent or worthless purchase dates back to 1909; its use in reference
to cars specifically goes back to 1923, when one
used car dealer profiled in The Oakland Tribune
is said to have “congratulated himself upon
having rid himself of a lemon finally.” Lemon as
a noun or adjective has often been associated
with something unpleasant or unpalatable—as
some people find the tartness of the lemon to
be—or something that’s turned sour.
The car-lemon connection may have been cemented with an ad Volkswagen ran in the
1960s. Like most of their minimalist advertising from the period, it consisted of a photo of a
car and a stark caption: “lemon.” The copy goes
on to say that Volkswagen’s quality inspectors
had caught several flaws with this particular
car, ensuring it didn’t arrive to a dealership
with those blemishes intact.
“We pluck the lemons,” the ad concluded. “You
get the plums.”
It wasn’t until 1975, though, that consumers
had federal lemon protection. The Magnuson
Moss Federal Trade Commission Improvements
Act guaranteed consumers wouldn’t be stuck
with a faulty consumer product, including cars,
or suffer unreasonable warranty terms.

The law applies to consumer items of all types,
though cars were of particular concern as
they’re often the most expensive item prone to
mechanical failure a person can buy. It quickly
became known as “the lemon law,” though it
really refers more to the warranty of the vehicle
than the vehicle itself.
In New York, for example, state law says that a
new car must conform to the manufacturer’s
warranty and that, if repair cannot be made
within a reasonable number of attempts, the
purchaser is due a refund.
The lemon laws can vary by state and by vehicle
condition, so it’s important to know which rules
apply. It’s also crucial to get an inspection and
pull a motor vehicle history report when buying
used and to pay attention to what a dealer’s
window sticker might say about a vehicle being
sold with a guarantee or as-is.
There is one situation where having a lemon
can pay off—sort of. According to analysts at
iSeeCars, who examined used car prices
against the MSRP of a new car, one color had
the lowest depreciation at 4.5 percent, far lower
than the average of 15 percent. That color? Yellow.
- Jake
°°°°°
Image by David Malan/Stone via Getty Images
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Binnacle Island 2023 Request Form

BINNACLE ISLAND WEEK REQUEST – 2023
Name
Phone
E mail

Please print e mail address neatly

Binnacle is getting some renovations for the 2023 season
More to come in the next Erie Wanderer
1st Choice
Week
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

OPENING JUNE 3 & 4
June 10 - 1
June 1 - 24
June 24 – July 1
July 1– July 8
July 8 – July 15
July 15 – July 22
July 22 – July 29
July 29 – Aug 5
Aug 5 – Aug 12
Aug 12 – Aug 19
Aug 19– Aug 26
Aug 26 - Sept 2
Sept 2 - Sept 9

2nd Choice

3rd Choice

850.00
925.00
1,150.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,350.00
1,150.00

SSPS or USPS or CPS members
If you are interested in a open week at Binnacle for the summer of
2023 Please pick up to 3 choices
Email form to jim@scherzi.com
Or Mail requests to

The Deep 6

Lt James Scherzi
8097 Squirrel Corn Lane
Manlius, NY 13104
email: jim@scherzi.com
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The Editor’s Editorial
By R/C Tom Alley, SN-IN

New Adventures

As if I didn’t need
more to do, I started
a second job as one
of
the
captains
aboard
SV True
Love, the 1926 John
Alden
schooner
based in Watkins
Glen. By comparison, my boat, Tomfoolery, displaces about
seven tons, but True Love, with an overall
length of 67 feet, weighs in a bit over three
times as much (22 tons), so you definitely need
to stay several steps ahead of the boat to prevent it from getting away from you. However,
she sails very nicely and can be extremely comfortable once underway.

Photo 1: The schooner True Love.

It's interesting to compare how various boats
“feel” when underway, and it’s certainly educational to figure out how different boats respond
to various inputs of helm, throttle, and sail
trim. And sometimes it’s downright terrifying
when you’re trying to learn this in a confined
space. While docking. (…With multiple witnesses! 😊)
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All in all, it’s been a great experience and I’ve
had some great teachers helping me learn all
the (many) ropes aboard a classic vessel like the
True Love.

In Case You Missed It…

Those of you who attended last year’s Fall Conference probably remember the afternoon
presentation given by the
crew of Tomfoolery (all of
whom are USPS members
from the Finger Lakes
Chapter) about some of
the adventures resulting
from their attempt to
compete in the 2021
Marion-Bermuda Race.
Well, their story was
picked up and published
in Good Old Boat magazine this year!
The story was told in the
latest two issues of Good
Old Boat magazine. To
paraphrase a well-known
saying, “A funny thing
happened on the way to
Marion…” Catch all the
details on page 34 of the
September/October issue,
which also sports Mike
Crouse’s photograph on the cover as the crew
passed under the Tappan Zee Bridge in the wee
hours of the night. Part 2 of the article can be
found on page 20 in the November/December
issue.
Happy reading!
- Your Editor, Tom
° ° ° ° °

The editor has, once again, opened his big
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to:
theDeep6@uspsd6.org
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District Calendar
2022
November

11-13 D/6 Fall Council & Conference. Ramada
by Wyndham hotel in Liverpool/Syracuse, NY. (D6)
15

Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date.
(D6)

May
01

Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Voyages & Adventures.
(D6)

20-26 Safe Boating Week

June

No events currently scheduled.

December

No events currently scheduled.

July
15

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

2023
January

August

February

27National Governing Board, Kansas City,
Sep 4 MO. (National)

15

01

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Projects & DIY. (D6)

19-26 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National)

01

Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Back to School. (D6)

September

Aug 27-National Governing Board, Kansas
Sep 4 City, MO. (National)

March

No events currently scheduled.

October
20

April
14

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)

14-16 D/6 Spring Council & Conference Clarion Inn, Elmira, NY. (D6)

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)
°°°°°

Do you have an event that you think others
should know about? Please let me know so that
it can be included!
– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org)
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District Educational Offerings
Contact information for the chapters offering these sessions can be found at the end of the tables.
Don’t see your squadron’s offerings? Tell your SEO to share your course calendar with The Deep 6!

Inland Navigator
Level

Title

2023

2024

Finger Lakes (multiple)
ABC

Jan 10 – Susquenango

Finger Lakes (multiple)

Mar 6 – Susquenango
Classes

Boat Handling

Apr 17 – Susquenango
May – Finger Lakes

Marine Electrical Systems
Seminars

Inland Navigator

Engine Maintenance
Using A Chart

Finger Lakes

VHF/DSC Radios

Finger Lakes

Using GPS
Basic Weather and Forecasting

Skills

Basic Powerboat Handling
Fire Extinguishers

Coastal Navigator
Level

Title

Classes
Seminars

Coastal Navigator

2024

Finger Lakes

Marine Communication Systems
Weather

Finger Lakes

Tides & Currents

Finger Lakes

Rules of the Road

Finger Lakes

Anchoring
Mariner’s Compass

Skills
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Marine Navigation

2023

Coastal Nav
Pyrotechnics
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Advanced Coastal Navigator
Level

Title

Advanced Marine Navigation

2023

2023

Feb 9 – Finger Lakes

Classes

Finger Lakes

Marine Navigation Systems
Radar

Sem.
Skills

Advanced Coastal Navigator

Cruise Planning

Emergencies Onboard

Finger Lakes
Finger Lakes

Marine Radar
Advanced Coastal Nav

Finger Lakes

First Aid

Offshore Navigator
Level

Title

C
Sem.
Skills

Offshore Navigator

Offshore Navigation

2023

2024

TBA – Finger Lakes

Computer Weather Forecasting

Finger Lakes

Thunderstorms / Severe Weather

Finger Lakes

Offshore Navigation

Finger Lakes

CPR/AED

Additional Offerings

NOTE: Final 2022 offering in the first column.
Level

Title

2022

2023

Endorsements

Sail
Boating on Rivers, Locks, and Lakes
Canadian Regulations
Paddlesmart
Instructor Development

Other

Instructor Recertification
Operations Training

Contact Information
Finger Lakes Chapter/Seneca
Jim McGinnis: seo@abc-flx.org
Iroquois
Mark Watkins: mkwatkins@frontiernet.net
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Nov 28 – Finger Lakes

Susquenango
Les Smith: lsmith84@stny.rr.com
Syracuse
Tess Freedman: tbfreedm@gmail.com
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