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District Commander’s Corner
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN
“Everyone talks
about
the
weather,” Mark
Twain said, “and
nobody does anything about it.”
The very same
thing could be
said about membership!
What
are we always
hearing about?
Loss of members and difficulties in finding new members are the biggest issues
that I keep hearing about.
Finding new members and retaining ex- Figure 1: Home page for USPS members.
isting members are two related issues,
but they are not the same problem. I want
to address the “finding new members” issue. (Keeping them is another problem,
for another column!) Repeatedly we hear
that when the entry level courses were
packed, finding new members was not
an issue. Once alternate sources of state
recognized courses became available,
our classes became harder to fill, and
finding new members became harder.
This is a classic situation that requires
“Marketing”. What is “Marketing”? Marketing is the process of getting potential
clients or customers interested in your
products and services.
I hope you’re interested enough to ask
“Where can I get some ideas for Market- Figure 2: Navigating to the Marketing page.
ing our club, programs and courses?”
here for developing your own local marketing
Start with the Member’s Home Page of
campaign! The latest “Marketing Brochures” are
USPS.org. (That’s right, just log in!) See Figure
available to download and print as you need
1.
them. The “Mobile App” should be on your
smartphone, to demo to friends and boaters
Then use the tool bar, to select “Committees,
NOT already a member. Check out some of the
Committees L-Z, Marketing”. (see Figure 2)
recent “MarCom Presentations” like “How to Use
This will open the Marketing Home Page (see
the …Mobile App as Both an Education & MarFigure 3).
keting Tool” or “How to Use Social Media to ProNow you can see the results of all the effort Namote Your Squadron Membership”. (see Figure
tional has been putting into marketing our
5)
Clubs, programs, and courses. The tools are
The Deep 6
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Now, go back to your Member Home.
The “Member Benefits” menu option is
the gateway to the Member Benefits
Committee Page. Check out the latest
savings opportunities!!
The “Member Benefits” option will take
you to the full list (and it’s exhaustive!)
of member benefits. These benefits can
easily offset the annual cost of membership, and provide another obvious
motivation for any boater to join our
organization. If only they knew about
them! (see Figure 4)

Figure 3: USPS Marketing Committee home page.

So, there you have it! The “Marketing”
tools and ideas you can use this summer to raise awareness of our organization, programs and courses in time
for Fall classes. Use any and all your
summer boating opportunities to show
other boaters (of all ages and levels of
experience) what we have to offer with
membership!
Unlike the weather, there is something
we can do about membership! Don’t
waste the opportunities this summer!!
- Rick
Commander, D/6
°°°°°

Figure 4: Member Benefits Committee page.

Figure 5: Marketing Committee presentations.
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District Executive Officer’s Report
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP
Well, after receiving two
of our Deep 6 Editor Tom
Alley’s “nag-o-grams” I
guess it is time to get
down to business and
write up my report! I
have to say though, that
if it wasn’t for Tom’s
“nagging”,
I’d
most
likely forget about it entirely.
It certainly has been a
whirlwind over the last week. We returned from
our wonderful three-month stay in Beaufort,
NC with a truckload (mind you, the pick-up
was full when we headed south) up to our permanent home on Point Peninsula on Lake Ontario. Since the place was closed up for the winter it was quite a task trying to open and unload
all of our “stuff” at the same time. Since the sale
of our Clayville, NY home last year the cottage
and garage were already pretty full of said
“stuff”. Then I had to leave to go back to the
Utica area to visit my Mom who is in a nursing
home, and then head to Binghamton for our
Spring Conference. Whew, I think my head is
still spinning…, no wait, that’s not normal, or
is it??

most likely comment on this Reorganization, I
won’t dwell on the subject.

Photo 1: The prominant mast of a very large sailboat
in Beaufort, SC.

At any rate, Conference Coordinator Bridgett
Arieno, JN and the Susquenango Squadron put
on a first rate gathering for a very successful
Conference. We were lucky to have our “old”
friend, newly sworn in Chief Commander Craig
Fraser, SN, with us once again, the third time
he has graced us with his presence – and I
mean that in a positive way! I actually think he
likes our group.
The major topic of conversation was, of course,
the now called, Reorganization of ABC/USPS
(rather than Regionalization). This new version
still calls for the elimination of Districts as currently constructed, which is something that D6
opposes vehemently. Although CC Fraser
states that “nothing is set in stone”, an implementation date of Spring 2023 is quite ambitious and not that far off. Since I am sure D6
Commander Rick Hibbs, SN, and others will
The Deep 6
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If anyone recalls my message in our last newsletter, I commented on the huge sailboat at the
docks in the Beaufort Harbor, there since October, 2021. Five spreaders high, the mast
could be seen not only from our condo, but
from the docks at adjacent Morehead City, Atlantic Beach, and the Fort Macon area. Sporting the British Union Jack, the sailing craft is
enormous, drawing crowds of onlookers daily
from the boardwalk of the Beaufort waterfront.
Now you might wonder why I am again commenting on this vessel, but I do so because this
is a new, modern craft which I am sure has all
the bells and whistles of navigation available.
So, when we watched it pass by the docks late
one afternoon, I thought, “humm”, why are they
leaving so late in the day….but then I thought,
well, with all of their on-board navigation doodads, they must know what they’re doing! Well,
imagine our surprise when nearing the turn for
the Beaufort Inlet/Intracoastal Waterway entrance, the boat stopped dead in its tracks…,
now I can only imagine their draft but evidently
the gale force winds of the previous couple of
weeks had created a shoal of sand and lo-andbehold, this “baby” was aground. Two
BOAT/US Towboats sped out to the scene to
assist but the sailboat had dropped anchor, so
they stood-by.
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I then did some research as to the time of hightide and discovered it was 7:40 p.m. so I
thought, I bet that’s what they are waiting for.
Sure enough, after waiting half an hour, high
tide was upon us and the anchor was weighed
and the boat turned and was escorted by the
towboats back to its slip.
Now I’m sure you are wondering why I am telling you this story but my reasoning is this –
even though this multi-million dollar vessel has
all kinds of electronic navigation equipment, it
still ran aground. While electronics are great, a
little common sense probably would have
helped. At the very least, all the recent high
winds should have raised some alarm bells
about the possibility of the changing sand conditions. This yacht was equipped with a high
tech rigid dinghy; perhaps it could have been
deployed to check the depth throughout the
area they knew they would have to pass. In all
probability it also would have helped if they had
left earlier in the day when visibility would have
been much better.
My point in all of this is, while I am sure someone with a Captain’s license was at the helm
(hopefully), with some local knowledge and a
little (okay, a lot) of common sense and awareness of the surroundings, this whole scenario
could most likely have been avoided. I say all of
this because to me it emphasizes the importance of our in-person ABC/USPS classes.
Sure, you can get the certificates you might
need by taking a course online, but with a
classroom of boaters just think of all of the
pearls of wisdom you might pick up from someone else in that room, whether it be the instructor or your classmates. Just sayin’…
Stay safe and stay well.
- Linda
Executive Officer, D/6
° ° ° ° °

Epilogue – East Coast Alerts
Photo 3: Large boat being escorted back to her slip
after running aground.
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On the Atlantic Coast, a steady line of cruising
boats will soon begin its way north from winter
cruising grounds. What greets boaters out on
the water, at the inlet, bay, or river, may be a
surprise. Fall storms and hurricanes can deposit new shoals and change inlet topography,
and new navigational issues are always coming
The Deep 6
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to light. To help boaters keep clear of troubles,
BoatUS offers a complimentary “East Coast
Alerts” newsletter, put together by ICW veterans Tom and Mel Neale, which comes out once

a month with updates as needed. Sign up today. It’s invaluable – and free!
- BoatUS.com/subscribe

District Administrative Officer’s Report
By D/Lt/C Karen Green, S
After I attended the National Annual Meeting of
America’s Boating Club
in February in Florida
and the District 6
Spring Conference this
past weekend in Binghamton, the message
couldn’t be clearer: Attracting new members
and retaining existing
ones must be a focus and continue
to be the number one priority.
With much discussion and conversation about
the “Reorganization of America’s Boating Club,”
the distress calls have been made and are quite
alarming. Now it is up to all of us to rescue
America’s Boating Club as we know it.
Fortunately, District 6 presently has 10 Squadrons with 458 members. As we all know, the
past few years have been very difficult for our
organization to maintain any regular schedule
of classes or events. With COVID restrictions
loosening up, I remain hopeful we can attract
more new members while making sure all our
current members are having their expectations
of America’s Boating Club met. Now is the time
to assess your membership and get them engaged. With warmer weather approaching,
boats going in the water and National Safe
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Boating Week coming up May 21st-27th, 2022,
now is a perfect time to re-enforce boating
safety.
I am excited and encouraged to learn of the
many boating courses taking place within District 6. Following the recent Change of
Watches, I want to offer my congratulations
and best wishes to all carrying out the responsibilities of the new Bridges.
Let us all reach out to a friend, neighbor or fellow boating enthusiast inviting them to attend
an event and introducing them to America’s
Boating Club. Sometimes all it takes is a personal invitation and maybe the offering of a ride
will make the difference in getting people to join
us.
If there is ever anything I can do to help the
membership, please let me know. I have enjoyed visiting the Squadrons and getting to
know their members!
Please get involved in the many activities of
America’s Boating Club and then stay involved.
We need you and you are greatly appreciated!!
Warmest regards,
- Karen
Administrative Officer, D/6
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Education Corner
By D/Lt/C Leslie Smith, JN
Happy Spring everyone!!
I imagine you are all getting your boats ready for
the upcoming season, if
they’re not already in
the water.
As most of you know by
now, we had a very successful Spring Conference here in Binghamton. The programs
were very interesting and there was plenty of
discussion on many topics. Not the least of
which are the plans for the reorganization of
America’s Boating Club. That discussion will be
ongoing for quite a while longer.
One of the most important events for me was
Tom Alley retiring from his post as DEO and my
succeeding him as your new DEO.
Becoming your new DEO is an honor for me.
Before I go any farther, I want to thank my predecessor, Tom Alley!! He did an outstanding job
and I have BIG shoes to fill. I also want to thank
him for preparing me for this job and his willingness to continue to advise me when I have
questions.
I’d like to thank Ira Goldman for stepping up to
be the new ADEO.
For those of you who don’t know me, here is a
short biography: Back in the late ‘80s I took the
Auxiliary Coast Guard’s version of our ABC
class. I started teaching it shortly thereafter
until the early ‘90s when the Flotilla was dissolved. Things were pretty quiet until ’06 when
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Ann and I bought our current boat. She wanted
to take a class, so we took the USPS course.
During the class, I realized how much I missed
teaching this type of class. (My profession has
been a Technical Trainer and Instructional Designer for 30 years.) We joined the Susquenango Squadron so I could start teaching
again. After a few years, I accepted the SEO position and continue to serve today. Then in ’19,
I was asked to become the new ADEO, and as
they say, the rest is history.
I believe the most important of my new duties
will be communication, between myself and the
Squadrons, between the Squadrons themselves, and acting as a liaison between the
Squadrons and National. I intend to continue
with the monthly SEO meetings at the website:
“join.FreeConferenceCall.com/join/deo6”. I’ll
send all of the SEOs a reminder each month.
As of now, they will continue to be held on the
first Thursday of the month at 20:00. Of
course, all SEOs are encouraged to join the
meeting. If they can’t make it, please find someone to represent them. Even though it’s an SEO
meeting, I’d encourage Commanders to join as
well.
If any of you have any questions or comments,
please feel free to send me an email or call. My
personal address is Lsmith84@stny.rr.com. My
Phone # is 607-797-7391. (This phone is a
landline and does NOT accept texts.)
- Les
Education Officer, D/6
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From the Assistant Education Officer
By D/1st/Lt Ira Goldman,
As the new Assistant
District Education
Officer, I thought it
would be useful for
the members of District 6 whom I have
not met to know my
boating experience
and history with the
USPS.
I grew up along the New Jersey shore and
started boating in (leaky) crab boats while in
day camp and occasional trips in my friend’s
runabout on the Navesink River. As an Explorer Scout, I went on a 10-day canoe trip
through Algonquin Park in Ontario but no experience in larger boats.
I moved to Rochester in 1969 and learned to
sail with a friend who bought a Cal 21 in 1970
that we learned to race at the Pultneyville Yacht
Club. I joined the Rochester Power Squadron in
1971 after surviving a harrowing trip through
the Manasquan, NJ inlet with my childhood
best friend in his dad’s 15-foot runabout; so after that I decided I better learn how to be a safe
boater. In 1980, I transferred to Iroquois
Squadron because we lived in Fairport and by
then we had our own 34-foot sailboat which I
raced at PYC as well as on many of the Lake
Ontario regattas. About that time, we bought a
neighbor’s 16-foot SeaRay runabout (that we
still own) for trips to the local finger lakes.
Eventually I earned my N and SN full certificate
and became the SEO for Iroquois before we
moved to England in 1991. While living in London, we joined a local yacht club and sailed
with one of their members on the Solent off the
south coast until we returned home in 1995.
Once back in Rochester, I resumed my membership in Iroquois and crewed on a friend’s
J24 in Pultneyville until I had a job change and
we moved to Connecticut in 1998. In the 11
years we lived in Connecticut I was a member
of the Housatonic River Squadron, eventually
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serving as SEO and Commander. I found a local J24 squadron on Long Island Sound to crew
with and we continued to use our SeaRay for
excursions to the local lakes until we moved it
to a cottage we bought on Keuka Lake in 2003,
which we still have.
When we left Connecticut in 2009, we bought a
year-round house in Penn Yan, and I joined
Red Jacket Squadron; eventually becoming
their SEO until they disbanded in 2016 when I
again became a member of Iroquois Squadron.
Since then, I have been racing at PYC, now on
a friend’s C&C 29, and continue to use our
SeaRay, a Sunfish, a canoe, and a kayak on
Keuka Lake. In 2014 Sherry and I had a visit
from a longtime friend from London. He had
bought a sailboat that he kept in Turkey and
invited us to cruise with them, which we did
twice in 2015 and 2016 (described in the Winter 2017 Deep 6 article).
Over the years I have taught a number of advanced and elective courses including AP,
Weather, Engine Maintenance, and Marine
Electronics as well as the GPS Seminar. I am
also a Vessel Safety Check examiner. I am certified to teach the NYS Safe Boating Course.
Since I retired in 2012, I have been kept busy
as the Secretary of the Keuka Lake Association
and as past chair of their Navigation and Recreation Committee, the past chair of the Mohawk District of the Boy Scouts, and a past
member of the Hillside Children’s Center Board
of Directors.
That, along with visiting seven grandkids who
live out of state, has kept me too busy until now
to accept the nomination to the D6 Bridge, but
I am now excited to have the time to work with
you to deliver our outstanding education programs to more people!
- Ira
Assistant Education Officer, D/6
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A Message from the District 6 Treasurer
By D/Lt/C James Sharpe, AP-IN

Official Report

By the time this reaches
you through our regular
distribution
channels,
the Spring Conference
will have been held. If
you weren’t there, we
missed you!

At that conference, the
treasurer’s report was
presented for the fiscal
year April 1st, 2021
through March 31st, 2022. I can report that the
District is in fine financial condition and is
quite solvent at this time. However, there is a
trend in the inflow of funds from members over
the last couple of years has been down, which
is of growing concern for all of USPS. If you
have an opportunity to prevent a fellow squadron member from dropping out, do try to do so.
And, if you have an opportunity to recruit a new
member, better yet.
On a personal note, yes, like every one of us
boaters, as soon as the weather breaks, I will
be uncovering my 14-foot fishing boat, charging up the battery for my 9-horse electric start
outboard and get some fishing in. Next will be
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to uncover my 25-foot Sea Ray, charge up the
batteries, wash and apply some wax, inflate the
tires on the trailer and head out to Bradbury’s
Boatel on Oneida Lake. My plan for the summer
was a cruise on the canal, destination Seneca
Lake and the public marina at Geneva. But,
given the cost of gas, that may be a “maybe”.
Where is my sailboat now that I need it?? (Sold
two years ago.)
Wintertime took Kay & me to Florida in January-February, having missed our annual trip
last year. Now there was not snow, but there
was frost in the Jacksonville area and other areas of Florida north, and as we headed south
over a 3-week period, no frost, but not a lot of
beach time either. Some would say, “Oh poor
you two!!” And that I can understand because
when we did return home in February, I had to
use four-wheel drive to plow into my driveway.
I trust that with the next Deep 6, we will look
forward to stories from members that will be
about actual events and experiences on the water.
- Jim
Treasurer, D/6
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District 6 Membership Committee Report
One Year Period Ending March 31st, 2022
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P, P/R/C Chris Tertenik, SN, and P/D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN
March 31st, 2022
National:

21,078 Members 2021
20,808 Members 2022
-270 LOSS

D/6:

482 Members 2021
458 Members 2022
-24 LOSS

SQUADRON

2021

2022

AUBURN

6

5

1

BUFFALO

8

-

-

IROQUOIS

58

52

6

-

ITHACA

13

13

-

-

9

8

1

-

ROCHESTER

65

77

-

12

SENECA

83

75

8

-

6

-

-

SUSQUENANGO

52

51

1

-

SWIFTWATER

63

63

-

-

SYRACUSE

98

95

3

-

UTICA

21

19

2

-

LOCKPORT

ST. LAWRENCE

DECREASE

INCREASE

This squadron has dissolved.

This squadron has dissolved.

Membership Committee:
Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN
PDC Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN

The Deep 6
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From Around the District (and Beyond)
District 6 Recognized
By Tom Alley
Editor & Webmaster
The National Communications Committee recognized District 6 with their Distinctive Communicator Awards for both the District 6 website and The Deep 6 newsletter.

My sincere apologies to the Susquenango Squadron and to
Mike Acciai, their newsletter
editor, for failing to give him
credit for some of the comics I
took the liberty of republishing. Mike does a
great job at including a
little something in each
issue to make his readers smile. Thanks, Mike!
- Tom
°°°°°

More Adventures
Thanks to everyone who contributed time and
material to be published through these two
forms of media. These awards are a testament
to the quality of the work all of you have produced.
In addition, a hearty congratulations out to the
various squadrons of our District that received
similar recogniation.
Squadron/Chapter newsletters recognized:
•
•
•
•
•

Rochester – The Chart
Seneca – The Drum
Susquenango – The SeaChest
Syracuse – The Erie Wanderer
Utica – Bilgewater

°°°°°

Call for Articles!
By Tom Alley
Editor, The Deep 6
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but
relies on the efforts of many people so that we
can get the wonderful content that we have.

Squadron/Chapter web sites recognized:
•
•
•

Rochester
Susquenango
Utica
- Tom
°°°°°

Correction – Credit Where It’s Due!
By Tom Alley
Despite being recognized for
“distinctively”, we still make
now and then, and the Winter
an example of that.
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By Tom Alley
Finger Lakes Chapter
If you attended the D/6 Fall Conference, you
had the chance to hear the crew of Tomfoolery,
my Alberg 35 sloop, recount their attempt to
compete in the Marion-Bermuda race last year,
only to have the race cancelled when they were
a little over halfway to Marion from Watkins
Glen. The resulting adventure will be told in full
in an upcoming two-part article in the September and November 2022 issues of Good Old
Boat magazine.

Editor, The Deep 6
communicating
mistakes every
2022 issue was

In each issue we try to present a “theme” of
sorts. The Winter (February) issue is focused on
projects related to our boats and maritime interests. The Spring (May) issue is all about voyages and adventures in the hopes of inspiring
you to expand your boating horizons this coming boating season. Our Summer (August) issue is themed along the lines of “Back to
School”. In the Fall (November) we’ll go back to
being a little more introspective and talk about
improving ourselves and the ABC organization.
The Deep 6
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And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter.
If you have an amusing or humerous story
about “learning a lesson”, we could all use a
good chuckle.
It’s not too early to begin submitting material
for the next issue, so please send your stories
and ideas to to me:
theDeep6@uspsd6.org
I look forward to hearing from you!

- Tom
°°°°°

Comments? Questions? Your Two Cents?
Do you have comments about any of the contents of this issue? Please send your letters to
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll
share the best/most insightful here!

Educational Opportunities in District 6
Scheduling Note
Please note that the dates and times for the
courses listed herein are planned and not necessarily definite. What is important is that these
classes will happen, and that you can still sign
up for them if they interest you. The instructors
of each class will keep you appraised of any
schedule changes that become necessary.

Boat Handling
Susquenango
Starts April 14, 2022. Contact SEO Les Smith
(lsmith84@stny.rr.com).

Marine Electrical Systems
None scheduled at this time.

BOC Skill Certification Events
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
There will be a 3-day event held July 29th-31st
on Seneca Lake and at the Sampson State Park
Marina to offer skill certifications for both Inland Navigator (IN) and Coastal Navigator (CN)
ratings. Need certifiers for your own squadron
or club? There will be personnel available to
certify certifiers, too!
For more information, contact SEO Jim McGinnis (seo@abc-flx.org).

Inland Navigator
America’s Boating Course

Engine Maintenance
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Begins July 11th, 2022. Sessions will be in
classroom and aboard various boats. Contact
SEO Jim McGinnis (seo@abc-flx.org).

Seminars
Safe Powerboat Handling
None scheduled at this time.

How To Use A Chart
None scheduled at this time.

Iroquois
Several sessions planned through the summer.
Next session starting on June 21st. Contact
SEO
Mark
Watkins
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net).

Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios

Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Class began on April 26th in Waterloo, NY.

None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

How to Use a GPS

Additional sessions planned for July and August. Contact SEO Jim McGinnis (seo@abcflx.org).
The Deep 6
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Basic Weather and Forecasting
None scheduled at this time.

Coastal Navigator

Seminars
Emergencies On Board
None scheduled at this time.

Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting)

Marine Radar

Iroquois
Currently running. Contact SEO Mark Watkins
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net).

None scheduled at this time.

Marine Communication Systems
None scheduled at this time.

Weather
None scheduled at this time.

Seminars
Tides

Offshore Navigator
Junior Navigation
None scheduled at this time.

Seminars
Computer Weather Forecasting
None scheduled at this time.

Thunderstorms & Severe Weather
None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

Rules of the Road
None scheduled at this time.

Anchoring
None scheduled at this time.

Other Classes & Seminars
Navigation
None scheduled at this time.

Sail Course

None scheduled at this time.

Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter
Beginning May 2nd. On-the-water format will be
used. Contact: SEO Jim McGinnis (seo@abcflx.org).

Advanced Coastal Navigator

Instructor Development

The Mariner’s Compass

Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting)

None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

Marine Navigation Systems

OpenCPN Seminar
None scheduled at this time.

None scheduled at this time.

Radar for Boaters
None scheduled at this time.

Cruising & Cruise Planning
None scheduled at this time.
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Publicize Your Training Opportunities!
If your squadron is planning to offer any type
of formal or informal class, seminar, or handson training opportunity, please let the editor
know so it can be publicized here.
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org.
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Cruise the Erie Canal Through the Historic Mohawk Valley
Hosted by Ann Smith

Susquenango

Photo 4: Gems Along the Mohawk, 800 Mohawk St., Herkimer, NY.

The Gems Along the Mohawk complex is home
to Erie Canal Cruises, the Waterfront Grille,
and Gems Along the Mohawk. Cruising, dining,
and shopping at one location! Take a cruise on
the historic Erie Canal, dine at the fabulous
Waterfront Grille, and shop from regional New
York companies at Gems Along the Mohawk.
Join members of the Susquenango Sail and
Power Squadron on Friday, June 3rd (rain or
shine) for a 90-minute, narrated Erie Canal
cruise at 3:00 p.m. aboard the Lil’ Diamond.
The cruise leaves from the canal dock behind
Gems Along the Mohawk, 800 Mohawk St., Herkimer, NY (located directly across the street
from Exit 30 of the NY Thruway, I-90). (If using
GPS, do not turn right at the stoplight, but continue straight into the parking lot.) Call 315717-0350 for reservations. The cost is $25.00
per person.
The excursion includes traveling through Lock
18 which uses all original equipment that still
works perfectly after over 100 years. The captain will explain the importance of the locks
and what transportation was like in the 19th
Century. You will also learn the fascinating history of the canal and how the canal shortened
the trip across the state of New York from
The Deep 6

weeks to days. For more information about the
cruise, check out their websites:
www.eriecanalcruises.com
or
www.gemsalongthemohawk.com.
Come earlier in the day to enjoy lunch at the
famous Waterfront Grille overlooking the beautiful Erie Canal (also located at Gems Along the
Mohawk). Check out their menu at:
www.waterfrontgrille.net
If you are in a hurry, grab your lunch or a
snack from Rocky’s Quick Grill, located waterside at the dock.
All passengers must get a boarding pass from
the ticket booth inside Gems Along the Mohawk
prior to boarding the vessel. Boarding takes
place 15 – 30 minutes before departure.
Bring your camera, binoculars, and a spirit of
adventure!
If you have any questions for Ann Smith, please
call
607-797-7391
or
email
lsmith84@stny.rr.com.
- Ann
°°°°°
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Man Becomes First Double Amputee to Sail Around the World
By Michael Wing

theEpochTimes.com

This article originally appeared on the website
of The Epoch Times on January 21, 2022. It is
reprinted here with permission. All photos courtesy of Dustin Reynolds.
°°°°°
Awakening after being hit by a truck while riding his motorcycle in Kona, Hawaii, Dustin
Reynolds felt the bloody stump of his left arm,
and instantly saw the hard road ahead, he said.
The rest of his life would be difficult.
Cellphone in his right hand, he had a choice to
make — he chose to live.
Since the accident in 2008, Reynolds has traversed storms both literal and figurative. Overcoming bankruptcy, he learned to sail and now
claims to be the first double amputee to have
circumnavigated the globe.
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Photo 5: Courtesy of Dustin Reynolds.

“I didn’t have any decent job prospects, randomly I found a website of people that set
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records sailing around the world alone,” Reynolds, 43, told The Epoch Times. “Since there
was no double amputee on the list; I decided to
change that.”
He sold his carpet-cleaning van and fishing
boat for $12,000 and bought a $12,000 used
yacht — a beat-up 1968 Alberg 35, leaving $20
to his name — and started learning to sail from
scratch on YouTube.
He said he hid his inexperience from worried
friends and family members, and soon had
their support.
Reynolds set sail on June 18, 2014, on his first
solo trip 940 miles to Palmyra. He wouldn’t return for 7½ more years.
“I started in Hawaii and sailed to 36 countries,”
he said. “I was in the South Pacific for 1½
years, Southeast Asia for 2½ years, Africa for a
year, Caribbean and Atlantic for 2½ years, then
Galapagos and Marquesas on my way home.”
Along the way, figuring out how to fix everything with whatever tools he had onboard — on
a rolly boat, alone, with one hand — was extremely challenging, he said.

Photo 7: Courtesy of Dustin Reynolds.

“It took a little while before I became an efficient
sailor but eventually it became routine,” Reynolds added. “The biggest challenges were when
things broke at sea, and they often do.”
Adding to the hurdles, there were pirates in the
Solomon Islands.
“I was able to scare them off,” he told Fox6. “I
yelled at them. I had a spotlight. I was like, ‘I
have a gun. I’m going to shoot you.’ I don’t really have a gun on the boat but they didn’t
know that, so they thought I did, and they
jumped in the water and climbed back on their
boat.”
Reynolds finally arrived back at South Point,
Kona, on Dec. 5, 2021, having been at sea for
most of the pandemic. “In total I’ve sailed over
35,000 miles solo over 7½ years,” he said.

Photo 6: Courtesy of Dustin Reynolds.

Photo 8: Courtesy of Dustin Reynolds.
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Besides acquiring skills that would blow away
most seasoned sailors—learning to grind and
tail a main up the mast or tie a reef on the boom
with just one arm — Reynolds also gained perspective from his Odyssey.
“Like most people, I was really busy with work
before starting my trip,” he said. “Being able to
just slow down and spend time with people
along my trip was really special. Spending time
alone at sea is also special. I’ve spent over 300
days alone at sea. It is a meditative thing to just
be alone with one’s thoughts for long periods of
time.
“This world is an incredibly safe and loving
place overall,” he added. “All the division we see
on TV or other media usually disappears when
sitting across a dinner table with someone.”
Reynolds said he’s fathomed what it means to
overcome calamities in life.
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“For people fighting a battle, my only advice is
it can almost always get better,” he told the
newspaper. “So many times, I did not see a
clear path forward and a friend, stranger, or
something random would help me through. As
long as we keep going, it can get better.”
- Michael
°°°°°
Many
thanks
to
The
Epoch
Times
(www.TheEpochTimes.com) for allowing us to
reprint their article.
More information about Dustin Reynolds can be
found on his web site:
https://theSingleHandedSailor.com.
.
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Boat Operator Certification
By Paul Flagg, SN-CN
USPS's on-the water training and certification
programs (BOC) include both on-water training
and the certification of boating skills. The onthe-water training provides hands-on skill development for new boaters in their own boats!
As a practical extension to the USPS's classroom instruction, the Boat Operator Certification program provides credentials that certify
the boating skills and educational achievements of USPS members.
Within District 6, P/R/C Jack Fletcher (also a
former D6 DEO), was instrumental in the formative years of USPS BOC Development, establishing relationships with other major US Boating Organizations, such as US Sail and
NASBLA, in investigating and formulating the
basic tenants of what is now the structure of
the USPS Boat Operator Certification Program.
The program addresses four levels of Boat Operator Certification, Inland Navigator, Coastal
Navigator, Advanced Coastal Navigator and OffShore Navigator. Each level has associated with
it a set of USPS Course and Seminar requirements, a set of skills demonstrations, and an
On the Water Education and Skill Demonstration activity.
Charlie Fausold, SN-IN, Seneca Squadron SEO,
relates their Squadron’s experience in the following:
“In 2021 ABC-Finger Lakes Chapter (ABCFLX) Commander Jim McGinnis, SN, sought
to add educational value to a planned summer rendezvous at Seneca Lake Resorts (formerly Sampson State Park) on Seneca Lake
by including Boat Operator Certification
(BOC) activities. At the time, SEO Charlie
Fausold, SN-IN was the only club member
with a BOC certification level, so it was determined that Charlie should seek to become
a BOC Certifier so that he could conduct
trainings and evaluations of other club
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Assistant Regional Director, D6-BOC
members seeking certification. This was accomplished when Charlie conducted an onthe-water small boat handling skill evaluation for Commander Jim, under the supervision of Paul and Maxine Flagg of the nearby
Ithaca Squadron who had previously been
approved as BOC Certifier Trainers.
Once approved as a BOC Certifier Charlie
was able to conduct Hands-On-Training activities and evaluate skill demonstrations. In
addition to small boat handling skills, the
Squadron’s Sampson Rendezvous included
fire extinguisher and pyrotechnic signaling
device skill demonstrations, and subsequently three additional club members became certified at the Inland Navigator level.
Several members plan to apply this summer
for the Coastal Navigator.”
District 6 encourages its member Squadrons to
consider BOC as an appropriate kick start to
their member’s 2022 Boating Season. It’s certainly an appropriate focus for each squadron
to have as a Squadron sponsored activity along
with an up-front Vessel Safety Check (BOC requirement) for each member’s boat. Have your
SEO contact the District 6 BOC Assistant Regional Director (pbflagg@gmail.com) for additional guidance, and support with BOC Certifiers, to obtain BOC Certification for your members.
- Paul
°°°°°
Paul is a Past District Commander of District 6
(2010). He is a retired Engineer/Program Manager from IBM/Lockheed Martin. He and his
wife, Maxine (Past District Treasurer), live on Cayuga Lake at Interlaken, and he is a part-time
ship Captain for Discover Cayuga Lake (The
Floating Classroom) and Ithaca Boat Tours.
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Don’t Need a Compass? Think Again
By Vincent Pica, Commodore

United States Coast Guard First District, Southern Region
because of the redundancies built-in but it can
happen. I know it, first-hand.
And if you have to leave your boat due to emergency conditions, are you going to rip your GPS
out of your dashboard and take it with you into
the raft? No. As a matter of fact and of safety,
right next to my compass, which sits above my
in-dashboard GPS system, is a handheld, oldfashioned compass. If I leave that boat, the
handheld compass comes with me.

Where is the Magnetic North Pole?
Photo 9: GPS Is a wonderful navigational aid but the
compass shouldn’t be overlooked during an emergency.

We’ve written about GPS, the wonder of the 21st
(really 20th!) century, many times. It is truly one
of the simplest yet most powerful aids to navigation ever invented. And it just keeps getting
better and better. So, who needs a compass?
You do. This column is all about that.

A Candle Held Where?

Figure 6: The Magnetic North Pole is moves yearly and
is not the true North Pole.

Photo 10: An ideal helm has a GPS map on a large
screen and a compass to assist in navigation.

What if I told you that the signal from the GPS
satellites reaches your boat with the intensity
of a candle—held in Los Angeles while you are
in New York?
Yes, that’s how it’s designed. So, what happens
if the weather really becomes foul? You can lose
your GPS signal, that’s what! It takes a lot
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Most of us have seen diagrams or pictures of
magnetic waves, just like those that come out
of household magnets, coming out of the North
and South Poles, encircling the Earth. The iron
core of the Earth spins at high speed and creates this magnetic field. Of interest, the magnetic forces don’t emanate from the top of the
world, i.e., the true North Pole.
Right now, the “Magnetic North Pole” is
just north of Hudson Bay. When George Washington was leading the United States, Magnetic
North was near Norway. If you look on any
The Deep 6
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paper chart for the “compass rose,” it shows in
the very center what is called “Variation”, i.e.,
from the area that the chart covers, what is the
angular difference, i.e., variation, from True
North to Magnetic North.
Here, it is 14-degrees west, i.e., your compass
points 14-degrees too far west at Magnetic
North versus where True North lies.
This means that when your compass is pointing to Magnetic North, you would turn the boat
14-degrees to the east (014-degrees) to be
pointing to True North. This is interesting – but
largely meaningless since all compasses sold
above the equator point to Magnetic North. But
it is important to be aware of Variation.

What is Deviation?

errant compass is a relatively complicated process that requires specialized hardware.
I went with this skipper to see if I could at least
isolate the problem. We stepped on his boat
and, just before taking his seat at the helm, he
removed his wallet from his hip pocket (which
held his police badge within) and placed it next
to his compass.
While he was fumbling with the boat keys, I
watched his compass clock around and point
at his wallet/police badge!
I asked him, “Skipper, why do you put your
wallet there?” He said, “It kills my sacroiliac if I
sit on my wallet!” I said, “Keep your eye on your
compass while I move your wallet.” As I lifted it
away from the compass, the compass clocked
back and pointed to Magnetic North. “You fixed
my compass!”
No, I simply removed a source of Deviation. Metallic objects (or magnetic objects like radio
speakers) near your compass will “fool” your
compass into thinking that object is Magnetic
North.

Finding Compass Deviation

Photo 11: A typical marine compass on a small recreational vessel.

Frankly, more important than Variation to the
average boater is Deviation. Deviation is the
sum of all the forces within your boat that
keeps your compass from pointing to Magnetic
North. What? Case in point: a number of years
ago, I was doing USCGAux vessel exams at a
local marina when one skipper came up to me
and asked me if I could look at his compass because it wasn’t working probably. Now fixing an
The Deep 6

Figure 7: Account for the deviation on a physical compass using GPS and recording the difference.

If you have a GPS, it will be easy — all you need
is mile or so of calm water and you can run
down the rhumb lines of the four cardinal
points and record the differences between what
the physical compass is reading from the GPS
course you are running.
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Deviation differs at a given compass course so
you need to check at least the four cardinal
courses (when we develop our deviation tables
for new boats, we measure at least 16 compass
headings.)

GPS Fails and No Compass

You need to know what your boat’s compass
Deviation is so that, if you do have to use your
compass in place of your GPS, you can compensate appropriately. Over enough distance,
even a degree or two can add up to significant
differences.

How to Find Deviation Without a GPS

Figure 8: A watch can be used to tell direction if the
GPS fails and there is no compass on the boat.

Photo 12: Paper charts can be used to account to Deviation on a compass and are a good backup to have
on a boat.

If you don’t have a GPS, it is a bit more complicated, but it can be done. Get your paper charts
out, mark a rhumb line between two points that
lie at a given magnetic course between each
other. Run down that line and record what your
compass is reading versus what your paper
chart told you the compass should be registering. The difference is Deviation.
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Well, happily for this sorry skipper, there is a
way to create a crude compass with a watch if
you find yourself in such a state. Simply point
the hour hand at the sun. Halfway between the
hour hand (the sun) and 12 on your watch lies
South. If you know where South is, you know
where North, East and West are.
Don’t have an old-fashioned watch? Draw one
and line it up as it were on your wrist. It works!
- Vincent
°°°°°
Article courtesy of the WaterwayGuide.com. Reprinted with permission.
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Maps of Great Lakes Shipwrecks Detail One of North America’s Biggest Graveyards
By Frank Jacobs

BigThink.com

Figure 9: Just some of the thousands of wrecks on the bottom of the Great Lakes. (Credit: The American Geographical Society Library Digital Map Collection at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM); map by Cook & Cook
Ltd)

If you’re the kind of person who stays in their
cinema seats for the movie credits, you’ll love
these maps. They’re a roll call of hundreds of
names, ranging from the banal to the fantastic.
But this “Graveyard of the Great Lakes” series
caters to other personality types as well: people
interested in maritime history, specifically
shipwreck lore, as well as lovers of stylish design — the white-on-black typography lends
these maps a suitably noirish tinge.
Even those of you who are only superficially
(pun fully intended) familiar with North America’s Great Lakes — and, hence, probably unaware of the wreckage left by centuries of shipping beneath these deceptively placid waters —
will be awe-struck.

Photo 13: The wreck of the Norman at the bottom of
Lake Huron. (Credit: Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary / CC BY-SA 2.0)
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Thank you to BigThink.com for allowing us to
reprint this article!
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Enough Great Lakes shipwrecks to fill a museum
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The five interconnected Great Lakes are truly
massive. Combined, they hold about 21% of the
world’s fresh surface water (5,472 cubic miles,
or 22,812 km3), enough to cover the lower 48
states in 9.5 feet (2.9 m) of water. Because of
their depth and size, not to mention the occasionally terrible weather and real danger to
shipping, they are often called “inland seas,” or
even “America’s fourth coast” (after the Atlantic, Pacific, and Gulf of Mexico).

The ”Great Storm” sent 11 ships to the bottom
Photo 14: The Edmund Fitzgerald, which went down
on November 10, 1975, is still the biggest ship ever to
be wrecked in the Great Lakes. (Credit: Greenmars, CC
BY-SA 3.0)

Shipwrecks on the Great Lakes? It sounds preposterous. Shipwrecks are supposed to happen
on the wild and unpredictable open seas. How
could they possibly occur on lakes, which are
entirely enclosed by land? Besides, how high do
the Great Lakes’ waves even get? And how far
can the nearest port of shelter really be?
You’d be surprised. There are enough sunken
ships in these lakes to justify a Great Lakes
Shipwreck Museum (at Whitefish Point Light
Station on the northern shore of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, near the eastern end of Lake Superior). There are over 6,000 shipwrecks in the
Great Lakes, which have claimed an estimated
30,000 lives. About 550 ships rest at the bottom of Lake Superior alone, “most of which are
undiscovered,”
says
the museum website.
At least 200 lie along
the
particularly
treacherous 80-mile
stretch of Lake Superior shoreline, which
bears the cautionary
nickname “Shipwreck
Coast.” Nearby is the
Edmund
Fitzgerald,
which at 730 feet is
the largest (and undoubtedly, the most
famous) of the Great
Lakes shipwrecks.
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The lakes are infamous for the so-called “white
squalls,” which can strike even when waters
are flat and calm and have tipped over and destroyed many a vessel. From November 9 to 12,
1913, a now-legendary “Great Storm” swept
over all of the Great Lakes, sending 11 ships to
the bottom and claiming the lives of 244 crew
and passengers.
Perilous circumstances are fertile grounds for
superstition. One was against name changes, a
sure-fire ticket to getting shipwrecked. This
happened to three tugs on Lake Erie, all sinking under different names than their maiden
ones. Another is for “hoodoo ships,” shunned
by crews because of frequent mishaps, and often uninsurable as a result.
These maps show some of the thousands of
wrecks at the bottom of each Great Lake. Each
ship is denoted by one of nine logos (schooner,
steamer,
whaleback,
side-wheeler,
tug,

Figure 10: System profile showing the elevation and depth of the five Great Lakes, and
a few smaller ones. (Credit: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers / Public domain)
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freighter, propeller, passenger boat, or car
ferry) and mentioned by name, and if known,
date of wreck and number of lives lost.

Lake Superior: first in size, fourth in wrecks

It even has its own UFO mystery. In November
1953, a U.S. Air Force jet was scrambled to investigate an unidentified flying object. After reporting it “in sight,” the jet vanished without a
trace.
Only a few local seamen have lived to tell of a
phenomenon known as the “Three Sisters”: a
trio of giant successive waves that could sink
the sturdiest ship. In fact, many think this is
what happened to the Edmund Fitzgerald.
A few interestingly named wrecks in Lake Superior include: the Bon Voyage (+1901), the
City of St Joe (+1942), the Grampa Woo(+1996),
Barge #129 (+1902), and the Chauncy Hurlbut
(+1908).

Lake Huron: a “magnet for shipwrecks”

Figure 11: Lake Superior is number one in size, but
only fourth out of five when it comes to ship-wrecks.
(Credit: The American Geographical Society Library
Digital Map Collection at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee (UWM); map by Cook & Cook Ltd)

Not just the largest of the Great Lakes by area
(31,700 square miles, or 82,103 km2), Lake Superior is also the largest lake in North America,
the world’s largest freshwater lake, and the
world’s second-largest lake per se. (The Caspian Sea, which is larger, is salty.) It is also the
largest of the Great Lakes by volume (2,903 cubic miles, or 12,100 km3), has the greatest
depth (1,332 feet, or 402 m), and the highest
elevation (600 feet, or 183 m).
However, in terms of shipwrecks, the “Great
Gitche Gumee” only ranks fourth among the
five Great Lakes. Nevertheless, the lake has
several grisly claims to shipwreck fame. For instance: because of its depth and cold, Lake Superior has the reputation of not giving up its
dead. Many seamen are still thought to be on
board the ships that took them to the bottom of
this lake.
Lake Superior has its own ghost ship (the Bannockburn, spotted frequently since its disappearance with all hands in 1902) and its own
treasure ship (the Comet, which sank in 1875
with 70 tons of high-grade silver ore on board).
The Deep 6

Figure 12: Some of the shipwrecks in Lake Huron include the Cream City and the Alice Coffee, as well as
the Deleware (sic) and the Typo. (Credit: The American
Geographical Society Library Digital Map Collection at
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM); map by
Cook & Cook Ltd)

Also known as the “Great Sweetwater Sea,”
Lake Huron is the second-largest Great Lake by
area (23,007 square miles or 59,600 km2), of
which about 14,000 square miles are in Ontario and 9,000 in Michigan. It’s the third Great
Lake by volume (850 cubic miles, or 3,540
km3). Because of its many islands, it has the
longest shoreline of the five lakes (3,827 miles,
or 6,157 km). Manitoulin Island (1,068 square
miles, or 2,766 km2) is the world’s largest island in any inland body of water.
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As the connector between the two upper and
the two lower lakes, it has seen more ship traffic than the other four. Thousands of islands
and some very treacherous shoals create a recipe for, as the map legend says, “a veritable
magnet for shipwrecks.”
Some stand-out shipwreck names include: the
Cream City (+1918), not too far from the Alice
Coffee (n/a), the Deleware (sic, +1818) and almost inevitably the Typo (+1899), the Water
Witch (+1863), the Saucy Jim (+1910), and the
Tempest (now that was asking for it; +1909).

Lake Michigan wrecks: the oldest and the mostest
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Michigan and Huron are sometimes considered
to be one lake.
Lake Michigan contains more shipwrecks than
any of the other Great Lakes, as well as the oldest recorded one: the French ship Griffon, the
first European vessel to sail the Lakes. It vanished with all six hands in 1679. Nobody knows
what happened to it, or where its wreck may be
found.
Lake Michigan has its share of ghost ships, not
least the Alpena, which went down with 80
souls in October 1880. Many still see the sidewheeler steaming to Chicago, its ghostly crew
busy feeding the furnace. Another is the Rouse
Simmons, also known as the Santa Claus Ship,
because it supplied Chicago with Christmas
trees from the Upper Peninsula. It was lost in
November 1913, leaving the lake littered with
trees. All that was ever found of her crew was
her captain’s wallet, 10 years later in a fisherman’s net.
On 24 July 1915, the Eastland left Chicago
packed with 2,500 Western Electric employees
and their families for a company cruise. Leaving her berth, she rolled over, a disaster that
cost 835 lives — the deadliest wreck in Great
Lakes history. And it’s not just ships that rest
at the bottom of this lake but also, off Chicago,
more than 300 U.S. Navy planes, quite near the
former location of two training aircraft carriers.
A few notable names from the ship graveyard
that is Lake Michigan: the Material Service
(+1936), the Reliable (+1913), and the Orphan
Boy (+1885).

Figure 13: The Griffon was the first European vessel
to sail the Great Lakes. Its remains are still at the bottom of Lake Michigan. (Credit: The American Geographical Society Library Digital Map Collection at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM); map by
Cook & Cook Ltd)

Lake Michigan is the third-largest Great Lake
by area (22,404 square miles, or 57,800 km2)
and the second-largest by volume (1,180 cubic
miles, or 4,920 km3). It is the only one that is
entirely within the United States. Because they
are level (at 557 feet, or 176 m) and connected,
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Lake Erie: so shallow you can almost Walk in the Water

Figure 14: Lake Erie is fourth in size out of the five
Great Lakes but comes second in terms of number of
shipwrecks. (Credit: The American Geographical Society Library Digital Map Collection at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM); map by Cook & Cook
Ltd)

Lake Erie is the fourth-largest of the Great
Lakes by area (9,910 square miles, or 25,700
km2), the smallest by volume (116 cubic miles,
or 484 km3), the shallowest (on average 62 feet,
or 19 m), and the most southerly of the five.
Tiny Middle Island, in Lake Erie, is the southernmost point of Canada, just 57 miles (92 km)
further north than Manhattan.
Despite its small size, Lake Erie comes second
in terms of number of shipwrecks. Because of
its shallow depth, storms can easily turn heavy
and deadly here. Crewmen, surviving or not,
were often found clinging to the masts of their
ships, still sticking out above the un-deep waters. It was also one of the busier lakes, and for
many escaping slaves, it constituted the last leg
of the Underground Railroad taking them to
freedom in Canada.
Some interesting names from Lake Erie’s shipwrecks: the Tashmoo(+1936), the Iron Age
(+1909), the Sweetheart (+1913), the Chicago
Board of Trade (+1900), the Handy Boy
(+1888), the Faustian (picked the wrong kind of
pact, apparently; +1912), the Mary Jane
(+1881), and the Walk in the Water (+1821).
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Lake Ontario: lots of spooky stuff

Figure 15: Lake Ontario is smaller than Lake Erie but
also deeper, more voluminous, and, dare we say it, eerier. (Credit: The American Geographical Society Library Digital Map Collection at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM); map by Cook & Cook Ltd)

The lake formerly known as Frontenac is the
smallest of the Great Lakes by area (7,340
square miles, or 18,960 km2). However, it is
much deeper than Lake Erie and holds almost
four times as much water (393 cubic miles, or
1,640 km3). At 243 feet (74 m) above sea level,
it has the lowest elevation of the Great Lakes.
Lake Ontario has had its sizable and grisly
share of Great Lakes shipwrecks — especially
in the so-called Great Lakes triangle, where
ships have been especially prone to disappear
in mysterious circumstances. Even stranger is
the story of the Bavaria, found ashore in good
working order and everything in place — including a caged canary — except for its eightman crew. The story of Lake Ontario’s very own
version of the Mary Celeste has never been
solved.
Want more spooky stuff? We didn’t even mention the Scourge and the Hamilton, ghost ships
of the War of 1812. They keeled over after a
white squall and remain sitting upright at the
bottom, as if ready to sail again. Or the haunted
lighthouse at Gibraltar Point in Toronto Harbor, still stalked by its first lightkeeper more
than two centuries after he was gruesomely
killed by a trio of drunken soldiers.
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For the movie credit fans: the Black Duck
(+1872) and the Wood Duck (+1880), the Madcap (+1900) and the Oddfellow (+1880), the T.J.
Waffle (+1919) and the Dromedary (+1882), and
yet another Water Witch (+1869).
Strange Maps #1143
- Frank
°°°°°
Got a strange map? Let me know at strangemaps@gmail.com.
Follow Strange Maps on Twitter and Facebook.
°°°°°
Frank Jacobs is Big Think's "Strange Maps" columnist.
From a young age, Frank was fascinated by
maps and atlases, and the stories they contained. Finding his birthplace on the map in the
endpapers of Tolkien's Lord of the Rings only increased his interest in the mystery and message
of maps.
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While pursuing a career in journalism, Frank
started a blog called Strange Maps, as a repository for the weird and wonderful cartography he
found hidden in books, posing as everyday objects and (of course) floating around the Internet.
"Each map tells a story, but the stories told by
your standard atlas for school or reference are
limited and literal: they show only the most practical side of the world, its geography and its political divisions. Strange Maps aims to collect
and comment on maps that do everything but
that - maps that show the world from a different
angle".
A remit that wide allows for a steady, varied diet
of maps: Frank has been writing about strange
maps since 2006, published a book on the subject in 2009 and joined Big Think in 2010. Readers send in new material daily, and he keeps
bumping in to cartography that is delightfully obscure, amazingly beautiful, shockingly partisan,
and more.

This article was originally published on April 7th, 2022 at
https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/great-lakes-shipwrecks/
and is reprinted here with permission. Many thanks to Alex Berezow, Executive Editor of
BigThink.com. Please check out the BigThink web site for more interesting articles on many subjects!
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Christians Have Two Dates for Easter – Here’s Why
By JD Flynn & Ed Condon, A.K.A., “The Pillar”

www.PillarCatholic.com

Many thanks to The Pillar (www.PillarCatholic.com) for granting permission for us to reprint
this article. If you even have a passing interest
in how time and calendars are made, you’ll
likely find interesting how the history of setting
the date for Easter is as colorful as the eggs
used to mark the holiday.

In fact, for the whole of Christian history, the
date of the celebration of Easter has been a
controversial question: controversial enough
even to lead to excommunications and nearly
to schism. And complex enough that historians
are still arguing about how the controversies
unfolded, and who’s at fault.

°°°°°

The long and short of it is this: While the majority of the world’s Christians celebrate Easter
on the same day, there is a split between the
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Churches
about the correct date. And that split extends
even to some Catholic communities themselves.

Posted: Mar 30th, 2021
You will probably celebrate Easter this Sunday
— you might already have a box of Peeps or
peanut butter eggs waiting for your after-Mass
Easter feast.
But for some Christians, April 4th will still be
Lent, and marshmallow chicks, chocolate bunnies, and other Easter feasts will still be weeks
away.
Those Christians won’t celebrate Easter until
May 2nd — so long after “Catholic Easter” that
you will probably have eaten all your jellybeans
while they’re just getting started.
It turns out that the date of Easter is more complicated than you probably realize.
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So there are two dates for Easter?
Yes.

Here’s the history:
In the early centuries of Christianity, churches
in different parts of the world celebrated Easter
at different times and in different ways. Some
churches, especially those with direct Jewish
roots, celebrated Easter on the day of Passover,
tying the feast of the Pascha to the Last Supper,
and centering the feasts of the resurrection on
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that day — they said this was the custom since
the time of the apostles. This practice eventually came to be called Quartodecimanism.
But other churches, including the diocese of
Rome, thought the celebration of Easter should
be on Sunday, and the date not necessarily tied
directly to Passover.
Eventually, that disagreement got pretty serious, and led to attempts to excommunicate the
bishops who led the Quartodecimanist dioceses. The controversy nearly led to schism.
And it was complicated; scholars are still debating the exact contours of the disagreement.
Even more complicated: the Quartodecimanism controversy was only one of several serious disagreements in the early Church over
when to celebrate Easter. There were other
fights about other Easter-date issues, some related, some completely different.
In 325, the Council of Nicea decided the whole
Church needed to standardize the date for
Easter. In a certain sense, Rome won that debate: Nicea decided that the Roman way of calculating Easter’s date should be used everywhere. But while Nicea preferred the Roman
way, details on how Rome actually set the date
were not exactly clear, and so most places kept
doing what they’d already been doing.
It took a few centuries before things were entirely worked out. And different Christian
churches disagree strongly on the way that history unfolded.
Eventually, however, it became standard
among Christians that Easter should be celebrated:
•

On the first Sunday after the first full moon
after the vernal equinox.

•

After Passover.

The vernal equinox is the date when day and
night are the same length, and from there the
days begin getting longer than the nights. And
the Church has mostly considered it to be a
fixed date (March 21st, for most people).
Why after Passover? Well, because that’s the
sequence of events in Scripture: Jesus celebrates Passover, is crucified, and then rises
from the dead.
Page 30 of 35

Ok, so once that formula was *mostly* set, it was
*mostly* smooth sailing, right?

Mostly. For a little while. But here’s what happened next.
In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced a new
calendar system, called the Gregorian calendar. Before he did that, most Christian countries followed the Julian calendar, which had
been introduced by Julius Caesar in 46 BC.
The trouble with the Julian calendar is that it
overestimated the length of a year by about ten
minutes, which might not seem like a lot, but
which added up over the centuries, leaving the
calendar drifting from the cycles of the seasons.
Gregory shortened the year by 0.0075 days, recalculating how leap years would work, and
aligning the actual vernal equinox with the date
at which it was set on the Church’s calendar.
Introducing the calendar also meant fast-forwarding by 10 dates when the switch was
made. And because the difference between
dates on the Gregorian and Julian calendars
grows over time, the calendars are actually now
13 days apart.
The thing is, the Eastern Orthodox churches,
which by that time were split from communion
with the pope, did not accept the Gregorian calendar. They kept using the Julian calendar.
That meant that all the feasts of the Church
were celebrated by the Orthodox almost two
weeks after they were celebrated by Catholics.
Until 1923. In that year, several Orthodox
Churches agreed it would be good to align the
dates of most feasts with the Catholic Church.
So, they agreed on a new calendar, the “revised
Julian calendar,” that reset the date for most
things, but kept the old calculation of Easter.
Not all Orthodox Churches went with the “revised Julian calendar.” So now, Orthodox
Churches are split among themselves between
“new calendarists” and “old calendarists,” and
they celebrate most feasts on two different sets
of dates — except, of course, for Easter.
But whether they are “new calendarists” or “old
calendarists,” all Orthodox Churches celebrate
Easter on a different date than does the Latin
Catholic Church — and because of the way the
date is calculated, “Orthodox Easter” can be
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anywhere between one and four weeks after
“Catholic Easter.”

April, while others fast through four more
weeks of Lent.
- JD & Ed

Crazy, huh? Now, here’s where it gets even trickier.

°°°°°

The Catholic Church is a communion of 24 “sui
iuris” Churches, which are often referred to (incorrectly) as rites. By far the largest of those
Churches is the Latin Catholic Church — if
you’re reading this, the odds are that you’re a
Latin Catholic.
For the most past, the other Churches, sometimes called the Eastern Catholic Churches,
were once de facto Orthodox congregations that
eventually reestablished communion with the
Bishop of Rome, the pope. They retain their liturgical and cultural heritage, and a high degree of internal autonomy, but they are subject
to the governance of the pope.
The Eastern Catholic Churches — for the most
part — celebrate Easter at the time the Latin
Catholic Church does — some do so proudly,
as a sign of their communion with the pope.
But in some Eastern Catholic Churches, there
remains a cultural attachment to the Julian
calendar, and to the Orthodox date for Easter.
In the Ukrainian Catholic Church, for example,
while the official date for Easter is April 4th,
most dioceses in Europe, and especially in
Ukraine, celebrate Easter on the Orthodox
date. In the U.S. and Canada, the decision
sometimes comes down to individual parishes.
And some parishes even celebrate Easter twice,
once on each date.
In some majority Orthodox countries, even
Latin Catholic parishes celebrate Easter on the
date the Orthodox do.
As the Church approaches the 1,700th anniversary of the Council of Nicea, which will be commemorated in 2025, some prominent Orthodox
leaders have urged a renewal of talks on finding
a common date for Easter. The Vatican has
been positive about the idea. But this suggestion actually pops up every few years. And if
history is a guide, it won’t be easy to find a common date, and it’s probably unlikely.
Meanwhile, no matter the date, Christians will
be unified in one proclamation this Easter:
Christ is risen. It’s just that some will say it in
The Deep 6

JD Flynn, Editor-in-chief, cofounder
(jdflynn@pillarcatholic.com)
Before co-founding The Pillar, JD
Flynn was editor-in-chief of
Catholic News Agency. Before
that, he was chancellor of the Archdiocese of
Denver, and a senior advisor to Bishop James
Conley in the Diocese of Lincoln. He has an MA
in Theology from Franciscan University of
Steubenville, and a JCL in Canon Law from the
Catholic University of America.
JD is a member of the College of Fellows at the
Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology,
has served a consultor to the USCCB, and is
published in the Washington Post, the New York
Post, First Things, The Lamp, National Review,
and in various Catholic publications.
Ed Condon, Editor, cofounder
(econdon@pillarcatholic.com)
Before co-founding The Pillar,
Ed Condon worked as the DC
editor of the Catholic News
Agency and was an associate
editor of the Catholic Herald. His journalistic
work has appeared in publications including the
Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, National Review, the Washington Examiner, the
Spectator, the Bulwark, First Things, as well as
several academic and legal journals.
Ed is also a practicing canon lawyer, having
worked in dioceses across three continents and
the Holy See. Previously he spent nearly ten
years working in professional politics in the
United Kingdom.
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The Editor’s Editorial
By R/C Tom Alley, SN-IN

Adventuresome Enough?

I hope you found this
issue of The Deep 6
to be worthy of its
designation as our
annual
“Voyages
and Adventures Issue”. After all, we
had articles about
the adventure of a
potential reorganization of
our national club, a recounting of the adventure of a rather large sailboat grounding herself
in a South Carolina channel, an invitation to
join Susquenango members on a future Erie
Canal adventure, as well as feature articles
about a double amputee circumnavigator, and
the “ultimate” adventure (that none of us want):
shipwrecks. Finally, we could relax a little and
relish in the adventure provided by the history
around setting the date of Easter each year.
As our boating season begins to ramp up with
activity following (what seemed like) an exceptionally long winter, I hope this issue inspires
you to venture “just a little bit farther” than you
have in previous years. Aside from growing
your boating skills, I hope that you will share
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the experience with us by submitting photos
and a story about your experiences. Adventures and voyages need not contain daring exploits or harrowing accounts. Equally valuable
are tales of time spent with family and friends
and experiences that help us grow in appreciation of the nautical element we all love.
Don’t know what to do? Check out the “News”
section in this newsletter.
There will be an event on the Erie Canal in June
with the Susquenango Squadron that would
make for a nice day trip.
The Finger Lakes Chapter will be hosting all
sorts of on-the-water and on-shore activities in
Sampson State Park Marina at the end of July.
Come for a day or come for the entire weekend.
Other events are being planned as well. (They
just hadn’t been finalized by press time.) The
key word here is, “Come.” Once you’re here, engage. You won’t regret it!
- Your Editor, Tom
° ° ° ° °
The editor has, once again, opened his big
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to:
theDeep6@uspsd6.org
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District Calendar
2022
May
01

December
Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Voyages & Adventures.
(D6)

21-27 Safe Boating Week

No events currently scheduled.

2023
January
15

June
03

July
17

August
01

Erie Canal Cruise sponsored by Susquenango Sail & Power Squadron. See page
15 for details.

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

February
01

Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Projects & DIY. (D6)

19-26 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National)
Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6)

March

No events currently scheduled.
Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication
date. Theme: Back to School. (D6)

September

11-18 National Governing Board, Raleigh, NC.
(National)

April

TBA

D/6 Spring Council & Conference Holiday Inn, Binghamton, NY. (D6)

14

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)
°°°°°

October
14

Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6)

TBA

D/6 Fall Council & Conference (D6)

Do you have an event that you think others
should know about? Please let me know so that
it can be included!
– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org)

November
01

Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date.
Theme: Continuous Improvement. (D6)
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Page 33 of 35

United States Power Squadrons®

District Educational Offerings
Contact information for the chapters offering these sessions can be found at the end of the tables.

Inland Navigator
Level

Title

ABC

2022

Jun 21st - Iroquois
Aug – Finger Lakes

Classes

Apr 4th - Susquenango

Engine Maintenance

July 11th – Finger Lakes

Finger Lakes
May 2nd – Finger Lakes

Marine Electrical Systems
Seminars

Inland Navigator

Boat Handling

2023

Using A Chart

Finger Lakes

VHF/DSC Radios

Finger Lakes

Using GPS

TBA – Finger Lakes

Basic Weather and Forecasting
Skills

Basic Powerboat Handling

July 30th – Finger Lakes

Fire Extinguishers

Coastal Navigator
Level

Title

Classes
Seminars

Coastal Navigator

Marine Navigation

2023

Finger Lakes

Marine Communication Systems
Weather

Finger Lakes

Tides & Currents

Finger Lakes

Rules of the Road
Anchoring

TBA – Finger Lakes

Mariner’s Compass
Skills
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2022

Coastal Nav

July 30th – Finger Lakes

Pyrotechnics

The Deep 6

Spring 2022

Advanced Coastal Navigator
Level

Title

Advanced Marine Navigation

2022

2023

TBA – Finger Lakes

Classes

Marine Navigation Systems
Radar

Sem.
Skills

Advanced Coastal Navigator

Cruise Planning

Emergencies Onboard

Finger Lakes

Marine Radar
Advanced Coastal Nav

Finger Lakes

First Aid

Offshore Navigator
Level

Title

C
Sem.
Skills

Offshore Navigator

Offshore Navigation

2022

2023

TBA – Finger Lakes

Computer Weather Forecasting
Thunderstorms / Severe Weather
Offshore Navigation
CPR/AED

Additional Offerings
Level

Endorsements

Title

2022

Sail

May 2nd – Finger Lakes

2023

Boating on Rivers, Locks, and Lakes
Canadian Regulations
Paddlesmart

TBA – Finger Lakes

Instructor Development
Other

Instructor Recertification
Operations Training

Contact Information
Finger Lakes Chapter/Seneca
Jim McGinnis: seo@abc-flx.org

TBA – Finger Lakes

Syracuse
Tess Freedman: tbfreedm@gmail.com

Iroquois
Mark Watkins: mkwatkins@frontiernet.net
Susquenango
Les Smith: lsmith84@stny.rr.com
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