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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN

Happy Fall, y’all! 
We pulled VAMP, our Sa-
bre 28, out of the water 
today for her winter’s 
rest. Hoping for a good 
season next year, I have 
quite the list of mainte-
nance projects for the 
off season. That’s what 
you get with a 40+ year 
old boat! I hope I can 
find time and energy to 

complete some or all of them!! 
As I write this, it’s still about a week until the 
Fall Conference. We’re looking ahead to all the 
events and to seeing everyone again. While pre-
paring for all of this, our Secretary, Chris Fos-
ter, has uncovered a problem with the large 
group mail function in National’s Information 
Center. We have concerns that not all email 
service providers are seen the same by the mail 
function. We hope to have this resolved soon, 
because our main interaction with all our dis-
trict members is by email. 
We will be reporting many things at Confer-
ence, but I want to restate several here, since 
many in the district will not attend. 
Membership, both recruitment and retention, 
continue to be the top two problems affecting 
the health of both local chapters (squadrons) 
and districts. I learned at the Governing Board 
meeting that many districts around the country 
are failing! While we see our own difficulties, I 
was happy to find out that District 6 is still in 
the “not too shabby” column. While in the busi-
ness meeting, two districts in New England 
were dissolved, and a new district formed to re-
place them. District 6 membership is roughly 
400 members, and not too long ago (back when 
I joined) some of our squadrons had 400 mem-
bers!! 
Let me point to two big setbacks to recruitment 
of very recent years: 
• Reduced numbers in the ABC3 course, and 

most recently,  

• COVID social distancing, which resulted in 
many course cancellations and reduced 
face to face meetings and social events. 

We’re coming out of the COVID restrictions, 
with vaccines and awareness of our best de-
fenses. But the availability of on-line alterna-
tives to get the boater certification is not going 
away. Marketing must be a new weapon we use 
to increase our class participation. I’ve heard it 
stated that “The difference between Sales and 
Marketing, is the latter is needed when the cus-
tomer says ‘NO’ to the former!” 
That said, I think we ALL need to use every in-
teraction we have with other boaters to promote 
membership in our squadrons for the member 
benefits, education (in class and on the water), 
and new friends to boat with.  
Regionalization is National’s latest thrust to 
combat reduced membership and the resulting 
loss of income and dwindling number of Dis-
tricts. There are currently about 30 Districts in 
America’s Boating Club. The Regionalization 
project would divide those Districts into 6 geo-
graphic Regions. The region including D6 
would stretch to Maine and the rest of New York 
and New England. Regionalization would 
broaden the online availability of all educa-
tional offerings (a nice advantage). Details have 
not been worked out as to the relationship of 
Districts. I think the drift is toward Conferences 
in 6 Regions rather than in 30 Districts, so the 
number of National Rep visitations would be re-
duced. It is not clear what would become of Dis-
tricts. 
While the driving force is to expand the number 
of members available to staff regions, it spreads 
the physical areas across much longer dis-
tances. Though not publicly stated, logic sug-
gests that Districts would disappear, replaced 
organizationally by Regions.  
I want to let you all in on what’s happening, 
though there are many vital details yet to be 
determined. Let me emphasize that this is a di-
rection that the National Bridge wants to move, 
but also that among the details not resolved are 
the many changes to Bylaws that would have 
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to be approved by the Governing Board. Which 
reminds me! Every Squadron Commander has 
a Governing Board vote, but only IF YOU 
ATTEND OR PROVIDE YOUR PROXY TO YOUR 
DISTRICT COMMANDER! I was missing MANY 
proxies from D6. We must do better in the fu-
ture! 
I want to commend and offer my thanks and 
appreciation to Bridgett Arieno, who put in a 
ton of work to put on our Fall Conference in 
Rochester. For those not in attendance at the 
new (June 2021 opening) Courtyard by Mar-
riott, the place was fantastic! Bridgett arranged 

very good room prices as an early customer, 
and I would not expect to see those again! It is 
so new there is still a “new carpet smell”! I also 
must thank Tom Alley and Chris Foster for their 
program contributions. Look for Bridgett’s de-
tailed report elsewhere in this issue. 
So for now, I wish you all the best, a good off 
season, and happy holiday gatherings! 

- Rick 
Commander, D/6 

° ° ° ° ° 

 

District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP

Hi to all… 
Well, here we are in the 
middle of October won-
dering, “Where in the 
world did the summer 
go?” As I’ve mentioned 
previously, it was an es-
pecially busy summer 
for us having sold our 
house and making the 
move to our cottage on 
Lake Ontario. I am here 

to say that even if you think you don’t have a 
lot of “stuff” around the house, you’d better 
think again, because for some reason the num-
ber of things we’ve had to sort through has 
been overwhelming. We have at least been able 
to donate probably 200 or more books to the 
Cape Vincent Library, many items of clothing 
to a local Goodwill and, of course, thrown out 
years of paperwork that has outlived its useful-
ness (we hope!) As a result of all this sorting 
and rummaging, we really didn’t get out on the 
water very much. And no, I did not get rid of 
any of my USPS textbooks! 
Speaking of USPS/America’s Boating Club, af-
ter a Zoom meeting conducted by National Ex-
ecutive Officer Craig Fraser, (who has attended 
two of our D/6 Conferences in person), I can 
see big changes coming to the organization. The 
proposal, which is not final but appears to be 

heading that way, calls for the elimination of 
Districts and their officers and the creation of 
Regions. Unfortunately, I was on a camping trip 
and connected to the meeting by cell phone and 
so was unable to pose any questions when the 
time came. (I had no way to un-mute myself.) 
My fear with the proposal as it stands is that 
the Regions are much too large, and that 
Squadrons will get lost in the shuffle without 
some sort of connection to their previous Dis-
tricts. In other words, beyond four Regional Of-
ficers, I think there needs to be someone famil-
iar with the Squadrons within their (former) 
Districts acting as a liaison to the Regions. 
Hopefully, we’ll be able to have some of these 
questions answered at the upcoming D/6 Con-
ference in Rochester. 
So, as another boating season has come to an 
end, I hope everyone has been able to safely put 
their boats to bed for the winter and begin think 
about starting a new list of projects or adven-
tures for next year. If you no longer have a boat, 
make sure you stay in touch with your fellow 
members because I’m sure there is always 
someone out there willing to take you for a spin 
on the water. 
Stay safe and well. 

- Linda 
Executive Officer, D/6 
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District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Karen Green

As I prepare this report, 
I am also getting ready 
for the upcoming D/6 
Fall Conference to be 
held in Rochester, New 
York. I hope to see many 
members there and that 
all 11 Squadrons of the 
District will be repre-
sented. 
For period ending Sep-

tember 30th, 2021, D/6 has 439 members. That 
number is down 46 from last year. There are 
now eleven Squadrons in D/6. We are fortunate 
that some members of the outgoing St Law-
rence Squadron joined the Syracuse squadron 
this year. 
Membership retention remains the number one 
priority for the National organization. At the 
D/6 Fall conference once again the Shipping 
Over Award will be presented to the squadron 
having dues paying members having the high-
est percentage ratio for the membership re-
newal for the coming year. 
The Shipping Over Award which was donated 
by P/D/C Larry G. Johnson, AP, in 1993 has 
such relevance today. Congratulations to the 

Ithaca Squadron, recipients of the prestigious 
award for this year!! 
P/R/C Priscilla Clarke, AP and Chair of the 
Member Involvement Committee, suggests that 
in lieu of a speaker at your next meeting, show-
case one of the America’s Boating Channel vid-
eos. Instructor notes are available on the Amer-
ica’s Boating Channel website (americasboat-
ing.com) along with an advertising media tem-
plate. 
America’s Boating Club continues to provide, 
ideas, suggestions, and instructions to search, 
sustain and gain new members. We each need 
to contribute our efforts. As a result, we will be 
rewarded as we advance the strength of Amer-
ica’s Boating Club and develop lifelong friend-
ships. 
Please contact me anytime with comments, 
questions, or ideas at GreenKM@twcny.rr.com 
or 315-559-0581. I would love to hear from you! 
I wish you and your families a very happy, safe, 
and peaceful holiday season. 
Respectfully submitted, 

- Karen 
Administrative Officer, D/6 

 
 

Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Thomas Alley, SN

Time to Celebrate 
Just as we tradition-
ally celebrate harvests 
and abundance dur-
ing this time of year, 
the Fall Conference 
allows us the oppor-
tunity to not just 
share some time to-

gether, but to also celebrate some of our 
successes. The Fall season is traditionally 
when we recognize educational accomplish-
ments throughout the district.  

Please join me in recognizing accomplishments 
of both our squadrons and of specific individu-
als. If you feel I missed your squadron, please 
bear in mind that the award period is the 2020-
21 “Education Year” (July 1st, 2020, through 
June 30th, 2021). There were a significant num-
ber of achievements that were awarded in July 
and August of this year, which will be recog-
nized at the next Fall Conference. 
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Squadron - Greco Award 
This award is given to the squadrons that have 
successfully taught the greatest number of Ad-
vanced Piloting (now Advanced Marine Naviga-
tion) students in the prior educational year. 
Within District 6, unfortunately there were no 
qualifying squadrons in 2020-21. 
Squadron - Shumway Award 
The Shumway Award recognizes the squadrons 
that have graduated the greatest number of 
students in any of the Advanced Grades or 
Elective courses we offer. Please congratulate: 
• Winner: Lockport Sail & Power Squadron 
• Runner-up: Syracuse Sail & Power Squad-

ron 
• Honorable Mention: Susquenango Sail & 

Power Squadron 
Squadron – Prince Henry Award 
The Prince Henry Award, deeded to the USPS 
by the nation of Portugal, recognizes the squad-
ron that has graduated the greatest number of 
celestial and offshore navigators in the prior ed-
ucational year. Please join me in congratulat-
ing: 
• Finger Lakes Chapter (Seneca) 
Individual – Educational Proficiency Award 
Upon completing three electives and attaining 
a grade of Advanced Pilot (AP), members are 
recognized for their educational proficiency. 
Congratulations to this year’s Educational Pro-
ficiency Award winners, in no particular order: 
• Phil Cherry, AP (Finger Lakes Chapter) 
• Robert Olfano, AP (Iroquois Sail & Power) 
• Colleen Welch, AP (Utica Sail & Power) 
• Jim Ryder, AP (Syracuse Sail & Power) 
Individual – Educational Achievement Award 
The Educational Achievement Award is the for-
mal term for the recognition of a member hav-
ing completed all the squadron courses and 
electives. Please join me in congratulating our 
latest recipient: 
• Jim McGinnis, SN-IN (Finger Lakes) 
Individual – Chapman Teaching Award 
A very prestigious award used to recognize in-
dividuals for their abilities to be effective edu-
cators, thus passing the torch to future in-
structors and making direct contributions to 
maintaining the legacy of the USPS. It is with 

great pleasure that I introduce this year’s very 
worthy recipient: 
• Cdr. James E. McGinnis, SN-IN  

(Finger Lakes Chapter) 

As the District 6 Chapman honoree, Jim be-
comes the District 6 nominee for the National 
Charles F. Chapman Award. Good luck, Jim! 
 

Time for Updates 
ED-80 Approval Process Suspended 
During a recent meeting of the USPS Board of 
Directors, it was voted to suspend the ED-80 
filing requirement when nominating new SEOs, 
ASEOs, DEOs, and ADEOs. Squadrons and 
districts can now nominate new educational 
leadership without national approval. This 
change is meant to help simplify finding re-
placements and to enlarge the pool of candi-
dates during a time when it is hard to find 
enough volunteers to fully staff a Bridge. 
DB2000: Incompatible with Windows 11 
If you rely on DB2000 to keep track of your 
membership, you need to know that it will not 
work with Windows 11. The problem is not with 
DB2000 itself, but with the MQ module needed 
for it to communicate with the servers at Na-
tional. Without this module, DB2000 data can-
not be synchronized with the master copy at 
Headquarters. 
 
Time to Build 
It’s no secret to our membership that our or-
ganization is in decline. Membership has been 
dropping by about 10% per year for a very, very 

Photo 1: 2021 Chapman Award presenta-tion. L to R: 
National Administrative Officer Ralph Bernard, Dis-
trict 6 Commander Rick Hibbs, Jim McGinnis, and 
District 6 Education Officer Tom Alley. 
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long time. We hear repeatedly that almost 60% 
of new members lose interest and leave our 
ranks within two years. Why?  
It doesn’t matter. In my opinion, we are asking 
the wrong question. 
We need to spend more time with our new 
members to understand why they joined in the 
first place. When members renew, we need to 
spend time with them to find out why they 
joined again. Then, we need to do more of what 
attracted both groups to this worthy organiza-
tion.  
What are the big attractors? We know part of 
the answer because many people have told us: 
• Hands-on classes and seminars. 
• On-the-water classes and seminars. 

There are other desireable attributes, of course, 
but the two above have been mentioned by al-
most everyone I’ve spoken with. 
So, let’s build on this. We need to offer more 
courses, more seminars, and make them more 
interactive. Yes, it’s work. The good news is that 
there are squadrons in this district that have 
been doing these very things and they will, 
without hesitation, help you if you. All you need 
to do is ask. 
Don’t know who to ask? Well, that’s what your 
District Officers are for. Talk to one of them. 
What we cannot do is wait. We need to start 
building these activities now, before we lose 
even more members. 

- Tom 
Education Officer (& Webmaster), D/6 

 
 

From the Assistant Education Officer 
By D/1st/Lt Leslie Smith, JN

I hope all of you had a 
great summer with 
plenty of time on the wa-
ter! For me there never 
seems to be enough. By 
now I imagine all your 
vessels are put away for 
the long winter. Mine’s 
been put away now for 
almost a month and the 
crying has finally 

stopped.  
As you all know things are slowly getting back 
to “normal”. Businesses, schools, et cetera are 
finally opening up. We’re starting to get back to 
in person training here in Binghamton. I still 
believe that in person is a much more effective 
method to train. I know many of you have been 
very successful with the virtual and online clas-
ses. Keep up the great work!!!  
One of the topics at last month’s DEO meeting 
was the FREE ABC books. The books them-
selves and the shipping are FREE. (20 copies) 

No cost at all for any of the Squadrons. They 
said that there are still several Squadrons who 
have not ordered the books. If you belong to one 
of them, please order them soon. This offer is 
only good to the end of the year. Even if you 
have no intention to use them, you can always 
donate them to a fellow squadron. I’m sure they 
would appreciate it. I know I would! 
Thanksgiving will be here in just a few weeks. 
Even with all the events of the past year we still 
have much to be thankful for. Here’s hoping 
you all have a very Happy Thanksgiving!!! Don’t 
worry, doctors have been saying that there 
aren’t any calories in turkey, stuffing, yams, 
cranberry sauce, or pie. So, enjoy!! 
Respectfully submitted, 

- Les 
Assistant Education Officer, D/6 

 

 



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 8 of 26  The Deep 6 

A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C Chris Foster

National Meeting 
The Fall National Meet-
ing was held in Raleigh 
NC from August 29th to 
September 5th. Rick 
Hibbs, Bridgett Arieno, 
and I attended the 
meeting representing 
District 6. Below are 
brief summaries of the 
meetings we attended. 

 
Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (BSVT) 
A Windows Laptop version of the BSVT has 
been developed. George Hallenbeck is the Pro-
ject Manager and Lisa Wilson is the Assistant 
PM. This version of the BSVT can be loaded on 
any laptop. It requires a dongle to activate the 
software. The implication here is that a central 
hub for the larger BSVT is not needed. The don-
gle can be mailed between users versus having 
to transport the Pelican cases between squad-
rons. The committee is looking to develop a 
Globally Unique Identifier to eliminate the need 
for the dongle in the future. I did get a chance 
to play with the simulator. It takes a bit of get-
ting used to but I was able to drive the boat 
through a slalom course after about 5 minutes.  
 
IT Committee 
Carl Filios from the National IT Committee pre-
sented issues that are being encountered with 
the e-mail system. A couple of issues were iden-
tified. First, the e-mail servers on the receiving 
end are rejecting e-mails if they see that multi-
ple e-mails arrive simultaneously. A remedy to 
fix this was to space out the timing of sending 
e-mails from our server. Second, the receiving 
servers are rejecting e-mails tagged with a “no-

reply”. In both instances, the receiving servers 
are interpreting the e-mails as spam. The first 
issue seems to have been resolved. The IT Com-
mittee is still working to resolve the second is-
sue. 
 
Updates to Operations Training (OT in 3) 
Updates are being made to the Operational 
Training presentation. This overview describes 
the organizational layout between the National 
level to the District level to the Squadron level. 
The presentation can be tailored to our district. 
All slides are annotated with notes. I presented 
a set of slides at the Fall Conference on how to 
access the slides from the USPS.org website. A 
link to the slides will be added to the 
USPSD6.org website. 
 
Member Benefits 
James Milton, chair for the membership bene-
fits, informed the audience that there is a po-
tential increase of $3 annually for membership 
fees. 
 

Sea Scouts 
Louis McBride, Sea Scout liaison, presented an 
overview of the Sea Scout program. Louis pre-
sented topics on how to start a unit, digital 
handouts of liaison papers, and a direct link to 
the Sea Scout Manual 
(https://beascout.scouting.org). Louis can be 
contacted by e-mail at: louismcbride219@out-
look.com. 

- Chris 
Secretary, D/6 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending September 30th, 2021 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
September 30, 2021 
National: 21,356 Members 2020 
  20,644 Members 2021 
 -720 LOSS 
 
D/6: 485 Members 2020 
  439 Members 2021 
 -46 LOSS 
 
SQUADRON 2020 2021 DECREASE INCREASE  
AUBURN 6 5 1 -  
BUFFALO 13 4 9 - 
IROQUOIS 60 53 7 -  
ITHACA 17 13 4 -  
LOCKPORT 9 8 1 -  
ROCHESTER 66 59 7 -  
SENECA 86 71 15 -  
SUSQUENANGO 52 47 5 -  
SWIFTWATER 62 64 - 2  
SYRACUSE 83 95 - 12  
UTICA 23 20 3 -  
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
On Behalf of the Chief Commander 
Reported by Tom Alley  
Some scuttlebutt has been circulating that the 
Governing Board meeting in Raleigh, NC in 
September had turned into a “super spreader” 
event for COVID-19. Because of these rumors, 
C/C Mary Paige Abbott has asked that the fol-
lowing report from Dr. Gino Bottino, our Na-
tional Medical Officer, be circulated. 
2021 Fall Conference and Governing Board Meeting: Post-
Meeting COVID Survey Results  
Facts:  
479 sent questionnaire, 245 respondents  
21 Positive cases: Infection rate for meeting was 
8.5% 
16 had risk factors = 76% of the 21 positive 
cases 
3 were hospitalized; 14% of cases; 1% of at-
tendees 
5 had no symptoms; 22% 
2 people developed symptoms after a week and 
may not have contracted COVID at the meeting. 
Self-tested: 60%; i.e., 60% did not see a doctor. 
All were vaccinated. 46 % were vaccinated more 
than 6 months prior to the meeting. 
National positive rates that week ranged from 
28 per 100 to 2 per 100; an average of about 16 
per 100 people. 
So, we are coming in about half of the national 
average. North Carolina was at 10%. 
Analysis:  
1. Our meeting doesn't qualify as a super 

spreader event. Cleveland Clinic's opinion is 
that a super spreader is 20% or more.  

2. The rate of illness was less than what could 
have been expected for that area.  

3. No one died. 
4. Only 1% of attendees needed hospitalization 

- and they were never in the ICU. 
5. The majority of people had minimal symp-

toms as evidenced by most just self-testing. 
6. All of our members that took the survey 

were vaccinated. 

7. This shows that the vaccines did work and 
did their job as no one was very sick. 
a. This is despite 76% having risk factors.  
b. 56% of cases were very high risk (more 

than 1 risk factor). 
8. If you do not count the cases presenting af-

ter a week, the numbers are even better.  
9. About half had been vaccinated over 6 

months prior to coming.  
10. No one had a booster shot. This could have 

halved the number of cases.  
Overall, COVID-19 was not a significant medi-
cal factor for those that attended the meeting.  
Report dated 04 October 2021 and submitted 
by 

Stf/C Gino Bottino, MD, 
National Medical Officer  

° ° ° ° ° 
 

OpenCPN 5.5.x Beta Available 
By Tom Alley  

According to a post on Cruiser’s Fo-
rum, a beta version of OpenCPN 5.5 
is available for testing as of Septem-
ber 21st, 2021. 

OpenCPN is the electronic navigation software 
used in all of America’s Boating Club naviga-
tion classes and is a very capable software ap-
plication that can turn any laptop into a chart 
plotter and cruise planning tool. 
Don’t feel like being a software tester? Stable 
release versions of OpenCPN can be down-
loaded for free from their web site: 

https://opencpn.org 
For what it’s worth, I have been using OpenCPN 
as my primary means of electronic navigation 
for several years and have been very pleased 
with its performance and capabilities. Contact 
me if you have any questions! 
(deo@uspsd6.org). 

° ° ° ° ° 
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New ABClub Logos Available 
By Tom Alley  
The National Marketing team has made availa-
ble new America’s Boating Club logos on the 
national web site. These new logos were de-
signed to provide a closer link between “Amer-
ica’s Boating Club” and the United States 
Power Squadrons. 
Squadrons and clubs are encouraged to down-
load these new logos and incorporate them into 
their newsletters and public correspondence. 
 

 
 

 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Free ABC3 Course Material Still Available 
By Tom Alley  
The Education Fund grant that was made 
available to all squadrons back in January is 
still available! National officers report that ap-
proximately one-third of all squadrons have not 
taken advantage of this grant to build a stock 
of ABC3 course materials and they are encour-
aging all squadrons to take advantage of this 
before the grant runs out on December 31st. 
District 6 has its share of squadrons that can 
still order 20 copies of ABC3 course material at 
absolutely no cost to the squadron. If your 
squadron does not wish to take advantage of 
this offer, please make arrangements with a 
neighboring squadron and have your books 
shipped to them. There are several squadrons 
that can use more books in their educational 
programs. If you can’t find a squadron to re-
ceive your books, then ship them to me (your 
DEO) and I’ll see to it that the books get where 
they are needed. 
Squadrons that are still eligible are: 

• Auburn 
• Buffalo 
• Ithaca 
• Lockport 
• Rochester 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

New Brochures Available 
By Tom Alley  
Several new brochures are now available for 
Squadrons to use in promoting their activities. 
Please see the Marketing Commettee’s page of 
the National web site (usps.org). 
Among the new brochures available is a com-
pletely reworked one for the ABClass. 

 
Other updated brochures include trifolds for 
USPS education and for general membership 
information. 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

Call for Articles! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep 
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but 
relies on the efforts of many people so that we 
can get the wonderful content that we have. 
In each issue we try to present a “theme” of 
sorts. The Winter (February) issue is focused on 
projects related to our boats and maritime in-
terests. The Spring (May) issue is all about voy-
ages and adventures in the hopes of inspiring 
you to expand your boating horizons this com-
ing boating season. Our Summer (August) is-
sue is themed along the lines of “Back to 
School”. In the Fall (November) we’ll go back to 
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being a little more introspective and talk about 
improving ourselves and the ABC organization. 
And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter. 
If you have an amusing or humerous story 
about “learning a lesson”, we could all use a 
good chuckle. 
Please send your stories and ideas to to me: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Comments? Questions? Your Two Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Some Grins from the Susquenango SeaChest Newsletter 
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Educational Opportunities in District 6 
Scheduling Note 
Please note that the dates and times for the 
courses listed herein are planned and not nec-
essarily definite. Because it was still unclear 
when New York State would “un-PAUSE” its re-
strictions on public gatherings, the dates here 
are necessarily fluid. What is important is that 
these classes will happen, and that you can still 
sign up for them if they interest you. The instruc-
tors of each class will keep you appraised of any 
schedule changes that become necessary. 
 
Inland Navigator 
America’s Boating Course 
Syracuse 
OCM BOCES, Wednesdays, 6-8 pm, Feb. 2, 9, 
16, 23; exam March 2, 2022 
West Genesee High School, Camillus, NY; 
Wednesdays 7 – 9 pm March 9, 16, 23, 30; 
exam April 6, 2022 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation. 
 
Boat Handling 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Electrical Systems 
Finger Lakes / Syracuse 
Late Fall or Winter start date. If interested, 
please contact SEO Charlie Fausold (seo@abc-
flx.org) or SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com). 
 
Engine Maintenance 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Safe Powerboat Handling 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How To Use A Chart 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How to Use a GPS 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Basic Weather and Forecasting 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Seminar will be held on November 16th from 7 
to 9 pm in the Schuyler County Human Ser-
vices building and via FreeConferenceCall.com. 
Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold at: seo@abc-
flx.org 
 
Coastal Navigator 
Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting) 
Iroquois 
Next class planned for Fall 2021. 
Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation. 
 
Marine Communication Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Tides 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Rules of the Road 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Anchoring 
None scheduled at this time. 
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The Mariner’s Compass 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting) 
Iroquois 
Next class planned for mid-winter, i.e., early 
2022. 
Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation. 
 
Syracuse 
Class planned for Spring 2022. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation. 
 

Marine Navigation Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Radar for Boaters 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Cruising & Cruise Planning 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Emergencies On Board 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Radar 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Offshore Navigator 
Junior Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Seminars 
Computer Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Thunderstorms & Severe Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Other Classes & Seminars 
Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Sail Course 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Scheduled for Summer 2022. On-the-water for-
mat will be used. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
(seo@abc-flx.org) 
 
Syracuse 
Planned for Winter 2021-2022. Contact SEO 
Tess Freedman (tbfreedm@gmail.com) for addi-
tional information. 
 
Instructor Development 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Scheduled for December 2021. Contact: SEO 
Charlie Fausold (seo@abc-flx.org) 
 

OpenCPN Seminar 
Iroquois 
Timing to be determined. Contact SEO Mark 
Watkins (mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for addi-
tional information. 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar, or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so it can be publicized here.  
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
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Ancient With a Dash of Modern 
We joined the Royal Navy to find there's little new in naval navigation 
By Gareth Corfield Published on https://theRegister.com 

This article originally appeared on The Register 
News web site (theRegister.com) and has been 
reprinted here with permission. Many thanks to 
The Register News for allowing us to share this 
article! 

° ° ° ° ° 
Following the Fleet Navigating Officers' course 
The art of not driving your warship into the 
coast or the seabed is a curious blend of the 
ancient and the very modern, as The Reg dis-
covered while observing the Royal Navy's Fleet 
Navigating Officers' (FNO) course. 
Held aboard HMS Severn, "sea week" of the 
FNO course involves taking students fresh from 
classroom training and putting them on the 
bridge of a real live ship – and then watching 
them navigate through progressively harder 
real-life challenges. 
"It's about finding where the students' capacity 
limit is," FNO instructor Lieutenant Com-
mander Mark Raeburn told The Register. Safety 
comes first: the Navy isn't interested in having 
navigators who can't keep up with the pres-
sures and volume of information during pilot-
age close to shore – or near enemy minefields. 
So the student navigator hopes, anyway. 

 
Photo 2: RN Navigation Training Unit. 

Driving (all of the officers we spoke to 
aboard Severn referred to it as driving and not 
sailing or steaming) a warship, as we reported 
during the course itself, is a highly skilled 
art that depends on precisely planning what 
you want the ship to do – and then having a 
clear enough mind to modify that plan on the 
fly depending on what the outside world is do-
ing. 

 
Photo 3: HMS Severn's pelorus, mounted centrally on 
the bridge. 

Second Officer Will Salloway, 26, a Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary1 student on the FNO course, told The 
Register: "There's a lot of planning to do in a 
short timeframe. That can be quite tough, com-
ing out with a safe plan which has everything 
you need in it while being able to manage the 
pressures… you spend three hours on bridge 
managing the runs, on top of that and planning 
you've gotta eat and sleep." 
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"It's probably 20 times as much planning to ex-
ecution." 
 

Bobbin' on the oggin' 
The essence of the FNO course is safely taking 
the ship to and from an anchorage, or navi-
gating through tricky inshore waters, while 
maintaining appropriate safety margins. For a 
surface ship this means staying away from a 
not-quite-imaginary line of critical importance: 
the Limiting Danger Line, or LDL. The LDL is a 
depth that must never be passed in case the 
ship runs aground. It's calculated by adding 
the ship's keel depth plus the squat for her 
planned speed2 plus a margin on top, and then 
drawing "do not cross" lines on the chart. 
Each FNO student plans and carries out six live 
navigation runs in control of the Severn: three 
"development" passages with FNO instructors 
coaching them throughout and giving them 
feedback, and three exam runs where asses-
sors specially embarked for the course quietly 
watch the students going through their paces 
and decide if they pass or fail. The ship herself 
travelled along Britain's south coast, dipped in 
and out of Plymouth and then dropped south 
to the Channel Islands' large tides and tidal 
stream variations before returning to her home 
base at Portsmouth. 

 
Photo 4: The view down HMS Severn's pelorus-
mounted gyrocompass. 

The course concentrates on navigating a ship 
without GPS. Taking away the external you-
are-here service leaves the navigator 

aboard Severn with three manually sighted 
gyro-compasses3 and the heart of naval naviga-
tion, the Warship Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System (WECDIS, pronounced by 
all as "weck-diss"). 
Naval pilotage means planning a precise track 
from a position out at sea to an anchorage – or 
from an anchorage back out to sea, following a 
marked channel or passing through an area 
with a strong tidal stream and lots of other 
maritime traffic. The navigator then keeps the 
ship to within yards of her planned track and 
turning points along the track. On top of that, 
the navigator also plans wheel-over points; the 
spot where the wheel must be turned to a set 
angle so the ship precisely meets the next 
planned leg. In this regard, naval pilotage plan-
ning is an exacting science. 

 
Photo 5: Tidal stream predictions off St Peter Port, 
Guernsey. 
Contact with the real world's weather and tides 
introduces an element of "fun" as one instruc-
tor whimsically observed. 
For the student navigator, fixing your position 
means putting two of your fellow students on 
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the external gyrocompasses to call out bear-
ings, a third on the surface radar and a fourth 
on the WECDIS console, mounted in Sev-
ern behind the central gyrocompass on the 
ship's pelorus. That team then works the 
maths and the technology together, all in per-
fect harmony with the navigator's prepared 
passage plan. 

 
Photo 6: HMS Severn's bridge radar plot. One of the 
FNO students keeps an eye on nearby ships and the 
coast, seen as the big yellow line. 

Taking bearings of shore landmarks or nautical 
navigation marks (lighthouses and prominent 
buildings by day, flashing lights by night) with 
a gyrocompass hasn't changed much since 
compasses were introduced to seafaring: you 
look down the compass towards the mark, read 
off the bearing and record it. Severn's conces-
sion to modernity is that her gyro-compasses 

have a modest internal telescope and illumina-
tion for night readings. 

 
Photo 8: A WECDIS screen aboard HMS Severn. 

It's a curious blend of an old art with up-to-date 
technology that complements both: for eyes 
used to instantly seeing the answers to life, the 
universe and everything presented on a com-
puter, the digital displays telling the bridge 
crew where the ship is located are curiously re-
assuring. Reading bearings to navigation 
marks would be equally familiar to sailors from 
the mid-19th century. 
During the course safety comes first: the cap-
tain and instructors can see a GPS-enabled 
WECDIS display showing precisely where the 
ship is and can intervene if something unsafe 
is about to happen. 
 
We've got windows – glass ones, not the operating 
system 
Although the FNO course is usually loaded with 
eight students, during the week that El 
Reg joined the Severn we had just four: two 
from the surface fleet; one from submarines; 
and one from the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
(RFA). Severn's captain, Commander Philip 
Harper, mused that each student's professional 
naval experience brought something different 
to their navigational technique. 
For example, submarine navigation normally 
takes place underwater, so submariner stu-
dents on the FNO course tend to start off by 
gazing at the screens on the bridge instead of 
looking outside. 

Photo 7: A navigation buoy marking the channel into 
Plymouth harbour. 
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Photo 9: Portland speed/distance/time analogue cal-
culator, used on the FNO course. 
Lieutenant Jack Crallan, a 32-year-old subma-
riner who was a physics teacher before joining 
the Navy, agreed: "Biggest difference for me is 
being able to see things! I'm usually looking at 
my notebook and listening to the numbers and 
not looking out of the window. But on a sub-
marine the only information you have is bear-
ings." 
Although the process of pilotage (navigation 
close to shore) is inherently mathematical, the 
FNO students insisted you didn't need to be a 
numerical genius to keep the ship safe ("I got a 
U in A-level maths," joked one). 
Lieutenant Matt Cavill, 29, who has a degree in 
molecular cell biology, said of the above quick-
reference tables: "When someone works out a 
distance off track or a distance to run, that's all 
done off a single bearing in their notebook most 
likely. When someone works out a time to re-
gain, or a distance to regain, then they are us-
ing mental maths but it's fairly basic – some 
people can do speed/distance/time [on the fly], 
it comes relatively easily to me. I do have a note 
of easy numbers, though!" 
Fellow student Lt Crallan added: "There are a 
lot of maths tricks as well. We tend to do some-
thing of 12 or 15 or 30 very easily; that's the 
sine rule. You can do trigonometry in your head 
if you pick the right numbers." 
Staying in clear water 
On the FNO course it's not enough to leave the 
maths to WECDIS. From watching the naviga-
tion runs, it was clear that whoever was navi-
gating was expected to use the electronic plot 
to help them form their own mental picture of 
where the ship was at any given moment, not 
as a crutch for leaning on. 
To the non-nautical observer, RN pilotage is a 
bewildering verbal stream of bearings, marks, 
yards, chains, timings, and jargon. The 

WECDIS operator is constantly updating bear-

ings on his console behind the navigator, who 
occasionally darts from the pelorus to a bridge 
window or shouts "heads" so everyone in front 
of him ducks while he's taking a sighting. Out-

Photo 10: Royal Fleet Auxiliary navigator's notebook 
and quick-reference table. 
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side the bridge his fellow students use loud-
speakers to call bearings in – whether once, on 
request when two landmarks pass in transit (in 
line with each other) or (most often) in a regular 
stream. 

 
Photo 11: HMS Severn's captain, Cdr Philip Harper, ob-
serves a nearby ship. Note the "cone of shame" over 
the ship's master GPS-enabled WECDIS plot so the stu-
dent navigator (standing behind Cdr Harper) can't 
cheat. 

Beside the navigator, in a large and comfortable 
chair, sits the captain – or his right-hand man, 
the ship's executive officer, with whom he alter-
nates during FNO runs and debriefs. The navi-
gator's job is to keep the captain updated on 
what he's doing; RN captains are often not 
qualified navigators themselves. 
Salloway explained: "If you're the nav of a ship, 
that's what it's like for real. If your CO [com-
manding officer] is busy… all while you're driv-
ing a possibly inexperienced team, going into a 
port you're not familiar with where there could 
be certain risks or threats. Being able to be in 
the position we're in now, a safe training envi-
ronment… It's really helpful for the future." 
As well as the "simple" navigation challenge, 
the course puts its students through a serious 
test of nerve in the Solent. On a calm and 
sunny Friday this stretch of sea, captured be-
tween the Isle of Wight, Portsmouth, and 
Southampton, plays host to scores of small 
sailing boats and powered vessels. 

 
Photo 12: An RAF-liveried motor launch passes HMS 
Severn on the Solent in September 2021. 

Keeping to the planned navigation track in the 
Solent becomes an exercise in instinctively 
knowing the nautical Rules of the Road, keep-
ing radio calls to, from and between other traf-
fic in mind – and knowing how to navigate back 
on track after cutting a corner or extending a 
leg to safely avoid another vessel. The students 
made it look effortless even as your correspond-
ent tried and failed to follow the basic naviga-
tion plot by gazing at the WECDIS screen. 
"Why am I doing this, or why would I do this in 
future?" mused Lt Dom Jacobs, 24, one of the 
FNO students. "If you're running along an en-
emy coastline, blacked out, running along so 
you can get the main weapon into arcs so you 
can shoot [along] that river or feature… it gives 
us confidence. It's all good things to help build 
capacity for when it all goes wrong – or we're at 
war. Because that's what we're here for." 

 
Photo 13: It's not all work and no joy aboard the Sev-
ern. Here is the location on the Isle of Wight where 
Britain's Black Arrow rocket testing programme was 
based. 
It might seem from an outside glance that naval 
navigation would depend on technology but, 
putting aside the speed and spare mental ca-
pacity that WECDIS gives the navigator, it's re-
ally a very low-tech endeavour. 
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"You should see the specialist navigator 
course," remarked one of the FNO instructors 
during a night-time run. "They use sextants." 
Perhaps if there's a next time... ® 

- Gareth 
° ° ° ° ° 

The Register thanks the Royal Navy, in particu-
lar: Commander Philip Harper, CO of HMS Sev-
ern; the warm and welcoming ship's company of 
HMS Severn; and the ever-patient students and 
directing staff of the Fleet Navigating Officer's 
Course. 
Bootnotes 
1. The Royal Fleet Auxiliary is the nominally 

civilian arm of Britain's Naval Service, the 
military arm being the RN itself. The RFA 
runs the Ministry of Defence's fleet of tank-
ers and naval supply vessels that feed, re-
arm and refuel the Navy at sea. 

2. When a boat or ship propels herself through 
water, her stern sinks lower than the rest of 
the hull depending how fast she's going. 
This can be precisely calculated and the 
Royal Navy has tables for all of its ships giv-
ing the squat at known speeds. 

3. Severn has a sextant hanging on her bridge. 
Your correspondent managed to clonk his 
head on it, mercifully while everyone else 
was looking the other way. 

° ° ° ° ° 
This article was originally published on 
TheRegister.com web site on October 20th, 2021, 
and can be found at:  
https://www.theregis-
ter.com/2021/10/20/royal_navy_fleet_navi-
gating_officers_course_feature/ 
The Deep 6 is grateful to The Register News for 
granting us permission to reprint this article. 
 

 
 
 
 

Fall Conference Post-Script
By Bridgett Arieno & Rick Hibbs District 6 Bridge 

We just finished the District 6 Fall Conference, 
and the first thing that comes to mind is 
“WOW!” We think this was another fun confer-
ence, following up our successful Spring Con-
ference! As a recap, Spring Conference featured 
Ellen Brody’s remote presentation on the Na-
tional Marine Sanctuaries of Lake Ontario, the 
film Celestial about racing offshore in a Celes-
tial Navigation Division of the Marion-Bermuda 
Race.  

The Fall Conference, sponsored by Rochester 
Squadron with Cdr. Bert Koenig, P, started with 
an interesting Town Hall discussion on the 
topic of Regionalization that was discussed at 
the Fall Governing Board meeting in Raleigh. 
Our National guest was V/C Ralph Bernard, 
AP, our National Administration Officer. Ralph 
and Nance Bernard joined us in the hospitality 
room for a fantastic spread of party food and 
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adult beverages. Ralph and Nance were very 
enjoyable companions! 
Following our business meeting in the morning, 
the afternoon started with a travelogue of the 
summer cruise of Tom Alley’s Alberg 35, Tom-
foolery. This was especially interesting because 
of the commentary provided (live!) by members 
of Tom’s crew! Nothing like first-hand ac-
counts! 
Next was a helpful presentation on the Infor-
mation Center on the USPS.org website given 
by our District Secretary, Chris Foster. In addi-
tion, Chris showed us how to maintain our per-
sonal information on the website. This is be-
coming more critically important for maintain-
ing communication to our members. 
The last program of the afternoon was a private 
showing for our group at the Strasenburgh 
Planetarium! Whether you’re trying to take 
sights for JN or N, or just enjoy gazing into the 
night sky, it’s so much fun to know what you’re 
seeing as you look up! Tom Alley worked with 
Planetarium Director Steve Fentress to custom-
ize a presentation to help us find stars and 
planets, and show how the sky changes by sea-
sons, by latitude and by time of day (and night). 
Our group numbered 36, and all enjoyed the 
experience! 
Our traditional Commander’s Cocktail Party 
was buzzing with excited conversations about 
our afternoon programs! Our Conference Chair 
Bridgett Arieno led us into the meeting room, 

now converted to a dining room, complete with 
seasonally appropriate centerpieces, and bot-
tles of wine at each table (compliments of the 
Commander!). We enjoyed a buffet dinner of 
roast beef, baked chicken, sausage and pep-
pers, baked ziti, mixed vegetables and salad 
with rolls! The pastry tray for desserts did not 
last long!! 
If this sounds like it was a fun weekend, it’s be-
cause it really was! And we have more good 
news! 
The feedback we’ve received on the 2021 Con-
ferences has been overwhelmingly positive. So, 
we’re already working on the Spring 2022 Con-
ference, with Susquenango Squadron hosting 
April 8th-10th, 2022, with Mary Kucharek and 
Ann Smith as co-chairs of the local committee. 
We’ll be at the Holiday Inn in Binghamton, fun 
boating related activities and presentations on 
Friday and Saturday. If you have any sugges-
tions for activities, seminars, or presentations 
that would be irresistible, drop us a line (email 
or text) while we’re still making plans! For eve-
ryone that attended some or all of this confer-
ence, pass the word on how you enjoyed the 
weekend. For ALL of D6, set the dates into your 
April 2022 calendar, and join us in Bing-
hamton! We’ll keep you in the loop on what will 
happen at Spring Conference 2022. 

- Bridgett & Rick 
° ° ° ° ° 
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt/C Tom Alley, SN 

 Bermuda Update 
A great deal has hap-
pened since my last 
installment of this 
saga. When the last 
issue went to press, 
we were just a cou-
ple of weeks away 
from relaunching 

Tomfoolery to begin 
our final trek to Marion to compete in the 2021 
Marion-Bermuda Race. 
On Thursday, May 13th, I was making the final 
list of provisions I would need to pick up for the 
delivery crew for our trip to Marion. It was a 3-
day, 300 nm trip, and it would be our final 
shakedown prior to the race itself. We were set 
to be launched on the following Wednesday or 
Thursday and we were going to depart for Mar-
ion on Friday, May 21st. The delivery crew was 
to be the race crew so that we could cover all 
aspects of getting the boat (and crew) dialed 
into life offshore. Before I went to bed that even-
ing, I checked my email one last time only to 
discover a message from the race organizers 
announcing the cancellation of the race due to 
concerns over Covid. 
What? 
I read the email again. No race. Cancelled.  
This can’t be! 
I read it again. It still said the race was can-
celled. On Friday I emailed my contacts in Mar-
ion and they confirmed it. The race was off.  
Crap! Now what? 
I started calling up my crew. They were equally 
flabbergasted, and equally adrift now that the 
purpose behind all our efforts of the prior three 
years had been stripped away. 
 
Enter: The Essex Yacht Club 
By now it’s Saturday and I received an email 
from Bill at the Essex Yacht Club in Connecti-
cut. One of our Marion-Bermuda mentors had 
told him of our plight, and Bill asked if we 
would like to come to his yacht club to join 

them in the 69th running of the Sam Wetherill 
Memorial Race? The Wetherill was his club’s 
version of an offshore race that they used as the 
inaugural event each spring to initiate their 
summer race season. It’s a 140 nm course from 
Old Saybrook, CT to Martha’s Vineyard and 
then around the south side of Block Island be-
fore returning to Saybrook. I consulted with my 
crew, and they all said, “Yes!” 
“So, when is the Wetherill, Bill?” I asked. “Fri-
day,” he responded.  
“This Friday?” 
“Yup.” 
Now it’s Sunday, and all of Tomfoolery’s crew is 
racing around getting things ready. We had to 
get launched, commissioned, and sail to Essex, 
CT in less than 96 hours. 
Kudos to my crew: we pulled it off. We drove to 
Coeymans Landing (just south of Albany on the 
Hudson River) on Monday where the yard had 
already suspended Tomfoolery in the travelift 
slings. We loaded aboard provisions for a week, 
along with all our gear and luggage. We slept 
on the boat that night. 
Tuesday morning dawned bright and sunny. 
We launched just before high tide at 09:00. 
(The launch slip is nearly dry at low tide, so we 
had to time things properly.) We were able to 
complete our final system checks and commis-
sioning in about 90 minutes and then we were 
on our way down the Hudson River before the 
tide could fall enough to lock us in the marina 
until evening. 
I’ll save to details for another day but suffice it 
to say that we arrived at the Essex Yacht Club 
just before 06:00 on Thursday morning, May 
20th, about 44 hours (and several adventures) 
after departing Coeymans Landing. When the 
yacht club staff began rolling in around 07:30, 
we received a very warm welcome (and a free 
slip, courtesy of Bill, who turned out to be the 
EYC Rear Commodore). At the pre-race skip-
pers’ meeting later in the day we were intro-
duced as celebrities, having traveled over 450 
nm from our home port to compete in their 
race. We were, quite literally, the talk of the 
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town, especially since our vessel hadn’t even 
been launched two days prior. 
 

Long Story Short – Making Lemonade 
There’s so much to tell that I’ll save the details 
for future articles, or presentations, or both. 
Tomfoolery’s adventures continued before, dur-
ing and after the Wetherill Race. We sailed hard 
and finished respectably against some fairly 
high-powered talent. I was very pleased with 
how our crew and how our boat performed. 
After the Wetherill Race, we had a crew meeting 
to talk about what would be next. One option 
was to sail to Bermuda anyway, joining several 
other competitors who were electing to do the 
same. The other option was to explore southern 
New England and Long Island Sound for a cou-
ple of weeks. In the end, it came down to spend-
ing 12 days on a boat to visit one island, or 12 
days to visit half a dozen (or more) places we’d 
never been by boat. We chose to do the latter. 
 
In Hindsight 
Looking back, the decision to embark on our 
“Lemonade Tour” of the Sound and southern 
New England proved to be the right one, but for 
reasons none of us could have predicted. Not 
only did it allow us to avoid any issues with 
Tropical Storm Claudette (we would have been 
about 2/3 of the way to Bermuda as it roared 
across our intended track in the North Atlan-
tic), but it set us up to return home almost a 
week earlier than if we had sailed to Bermuda. 
This put us into the Erie Canal ahead of multi-
ple lock closures due to mechanical break-
downs and flooding from the heavy rains in 

early July that closed the eastern half of the 
Erie Canal for over a week during the time we 
would have been attempting to return home. 
Divine providence or dumb luck? I don’t care; 
I’m grateful for either! 
 
Thank You 
Once more, I’m extremely appreciative to the 
Power Squadron for all the offers of assistance 
my race crew and I received. Thank you all! 
The Essex Yacht Club was extremely gracious, 
welcoming, and accommodating for our small 
boat and her crew. We were made to feel at 
home there and were made very comfortable, 
utilizing their club as a base from which we 
launched other trips this summer prior to re-
turning home. I want to publically recognize 
their organization as well, especially R/C Bill 
Gunther, who made sure there were no hang-
ups to delay the processing of our race paper-
work and our New England PHRF application. 
Thank you, Bill and EYC!! 
Finally, my crew: Katie Alley, Andrea Johnson, 
Mike Crouse, and Jim McGinnis. Without your 
support none of this would have happened. A 
skipper couldn’t ask for a better, more support-
ive, or more capable team. THANK YOU! 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2021 
November 
02 Deadline for The Deep 6 news updates 

from Council/Conference meetings. 
05 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

Theme: Continuous Improvement. (D6) 
 
December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2022 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

February 
01 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Projects & DIY. (D6) 
19-27 Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, FL. (Na-

tional) 
 

March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 

April 
8-10 D/6 Spring Council & Conference Holi-

day Inn, Binghamton, NY. (D6) 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

May 
01 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Voyages & Adventures. 
(D6) 

21-27 Safe Boating Week 
 
June 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
July 
17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 
August 
01 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Back to School. (D6) 
 
September 
11-18 National Governing Board, Raleigh, NC. 

(National) 
 
October 
14 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
TBA D/6 Fall Council & Conference (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
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District Educational Offerings 
Contact information for the chapters offering these sessions can be found at the end of the tables. 
 

Inland Navigator 
Level Title 2021 2022 

Inland N
avigator 

Classes 

ABC Aug 04 – Finger Lakes 

Oct 12 – Finger Lakes 

Oct - Syracuse 

Mar - Syracuse 

Boat Handling May – Finger Lakes 

Sep - Syracuse 
 

Engine Maintenance   

Marine Electrical Systems   

Sem
inars 

Using A Chart   

VHF/DSC Radios   

Using GPS   

Basic Weather and Forecasting Nov 16 - Seneca  

Skills 

Basic Powerboat Handling Jul 31 – Finger Lakes  

Fire Extinguishers Jul 31 – Finger Lakes  

 

Coastal Navigator 
Level Title 2021 2022 

Coastal N
avigator  

Classes 
Marine Navigation Fall - Iroquois  

Marine Communication Systems   

Weather   

Sem
inars 

Tides & Currents   

Rules of the Road   

Anchoring   

Mariner’s Compass   

Skills 

Coastal Nav Sep – Finger Lakes  

Pyrotechnics Jul 31 – Finger Lakes  
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Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Level Title 2021 2022 

Advanced Coastal N
avigator  

Classes 

Advanced Marine Navigation   

Cruise Planning   

Marine Navigation Systems   

Radar   

Sem
. 

Emergencies Onboard   

Marine Radar   

Skills 

Advanced Coastal Nav   

First Aid   

 

Offshore Navigator 
Level Title 2021 2022 

O
ffshore N

avigator  

C Offshore Navigation   

Sem
. 

Computer Weather Forecasting   

Thunderstorms / Severe Weather   

Skills 

Offshore Navigation   

CPR/AED   

 

Additional Offerings 
Level Title 2021 2022 

Endorsem
ents 

 
Sail  May – Finger Lakes 

Boating on Rivers, Locks, and Lakes Jun – Finger Lakes  

Canadian Regulations   

Paddlesmart   

O
ther 

 

Instructor Development Dec – Finger Lakes  

Instructor Recertification   

Operations Training   

 

Contact Information 
Finger Lakes Chapter/Seneca 
Charlie Fausold: seo@abc-flx.org  
Iroquois 
Mark Watkins: mkwatkins@frontiernet.net 

Syracuse 
Tess Freedman: tbfreedm@gmail.com 
 


