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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN

After a very cold and 
rainy July, sunny but 
chilly summer arrived in 
time for the Rochester 
America’s Boating Club 
Rendezvous at Oak Park 
Marina on Sodus Bay 
the weekend of July 30th 
- August 1st. My hat is 
off to Commander Bert 
Koenig and his able 
crew for organizing a 

very nice weekend! 
The next weekend, August 5th through 8th was 
the D/6 Rendezvous at the Port of Rochester. 
I’m indebted to Bridgett Arieno, our committee 
chair and activities coordinator for a very fun 
event! She has written a detailed report to be 
found later in this issue. Not only was the 
weather truly summer-like, but we had plenty 
of activities including on-the-water boat rides 
to make this a truly enjoyable weekend. I de-
ployed the new D/6 Banner for the first time at 
a D/6 event, using the stern of John and Phyl-
lis Zingo’s Catalina Lady. 
Though we came up short by two boats due to 
problems that prevented their planned attend-
ance, the owners involved (Don Reaves and 
me!) still were able to participate. Don’s trip 
from Henderson Bay to Sodus Bay ended at 
Katlynn Marine, because of what turned out to 
be a broken crank shaft. While VAMP appeared 
ready to go this year, with the engine starting, 
the mast up and interior cleaning in progress, 
one of her batteries turned up dead on a 
Wednesday. Since we were driving to New 
Hampshire to visit our daughter and family the 

next day, I stopped at West Marine and pur-
chased a replacement, intending to swap old for 
new when we returned from New Hampshire six 
days later. Imagine my surprise when I opened 
the hatch to find water up to the berths! (Esti-
mated volume was 1,100 gallons!) 
After pumping out, I had a marine surveyor 
take a look, and after three hours with no evi-
dent cause found, he asked if I had any ene-
mies, or if I’d seen any suspicious hoses laying 
around! Though I still do not know where the 
water came from, I did find out why the bilge 
pump didn’t keep up with it: It was connected 
to the dead battery! The main takeaway from 
this cautionary tale that I want to pass along, 
is that when you find a dead battery, and can’t 
change it immediately, make sure nothing crit-
ical (e.g. the bilge pump!) is connected to the 
dead battery! 
Bridgett and I will be going to the Governing 
Board meeting in Raleigh, NC, and will be filling 
you in on important updates when we see you 
at the Fall Conference. That will be at the brand 
new Marriott Courtyard in downtown Roches-
ter October 29th-31st. Meetings on Sunday the 
31st will be over in plenty of time to get home 
for the Trick or Treaters! Conference Chair 
Bridgett Arieno assures me that the conference 
will be fun, so I hope I’ll see many of you there. 
Between now and then, enjoy the remainder of 
summer and be safe!! 

- Rick 
Commander, D/6 

° ° ° ° ° 
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District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP

Hi to all, 
Although it has been a 
rainy one so far, I do 
hope that everyone has 
been able to enjoy some 
“water time” this sum-
mer. If anyone is a Lake 
Ontario or St. Lawrence 
River boater, we had 
better get out there soon 
because of the ex-
tremely low water levels 

this year. I know, I know, I have done a lot of 
grumbling about the 2017 and 2019 flooding, 
of which evidence of damage is still visible in 
many locations, but it appears that we have 
now gone in the other direction! Really now, 
can’t we find a happy medium to resolve this 
issue!! 
Speaking of low water levels leads me to our 
Editor Tom’s request for articles regarding 
boater education. Our navigation skills will cer-
tainly be tested as we move into the latter 
stages of summer and early fall. This means 
utilizing the knowledge we’ve obtained from 
years of taking courses, on-the-water experi-
ence and, always important, local knowledge of 
the area(s) we plan to do our boating. 
America’s Boating Club offers a variety of 
courses taught by an array of well-trained and 
experienced boaters. Now that Covid-19 re-
strictions have eased a bit it would behoove an-
yone to take our in-person courses for the give-
and-take with instructors and fellow students. 
And, for me, there is nothing better than our 
on-the-water training courses. 
Prior to my joining USPS in 2003, and after 
having some hands-on training from our Lake 
Ontario neighbor and fellow sailor (actually, 
member Mike Crouse from Finger Lakes Boat-
ing Club and a racing crew member of Tom Al-
ley’s), I signed up for a Seamanship Course of-
fered by North U at the Rochester Yacht Club. 
Since I had already been out on the water first 
on our Phantom and since 1998 our 28-foot 
Mariner sailboat, I had a bit of experience to 

make the information being doled out very fa-
miliar. However, sitting next to me was a 
woman who whispered to me “do you know 
what they are talking about? I’m lost.” Come to 
find out, she had already taken 2 nationally 
known sailing courses and received certifica-
tion, but she was clueless (which, to be honest, 
really made me nervous when thinking about 
her on the water!) Now granted, she and her 
husband had just bought their sailboat and he 
was late arriving to the training, but what she 
really lacked was the hands-on information 
that actually being out on the water provides. 
Which brings me back to our on-the-water of-
ferings….yes, courses in the classroom are cru-
cial and provide us with the basis of our 
knowledge but being on the water with our 
America’s Boating Club trained and experi-
enced instructors allows individuals to put that 
knowledge to use! So, whether new to boating 
or well-seasoned, take steps to get that special 
training that will help us all become better 
boaters and safer on the water. 
On another note, this has been a rather tumul-
tuous year for us. My elderly (98-year-old) Mom 
hadn’t been doing well and since her frailty 
ruled out Assisted Living, we had to make the 
heartbreaking decision to put her in a Nursing 
Home. To add to the tumult, out of nowhere last 
fall we had an offer to buy our home in 
Clayville, NY and the deal was finalized this 
June. Fortunately, our Lake Ontario Cottage is 
“full-time living ready”, so we are now re-lo-
cated. Unfortunately, the place does not have 
the storage capacity the house did; the result 
resembling something that might make a 
hoarder proud. We have made great progress in 
ridding ourselves of much of the clutter, having 
either sold, donated, or thrown out things that 
accumulated over the years. (Who knew we 
even had all that stuff!!) 
For both of us the move necessitated stepping 
down from many of our various local commit-
ments with organizations. For me, that meant 
resigning my Commandership with the Utica 
Sail and Power Squadron. Although it was dif-
ficult to leave my fellow Bridge members, after 
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10 years at the helm I felt it was time. New and 
P/C Ellen Webster, SN, has once again stepped 
up and will lead the group forward. I will main-
tain my Utica membership for as long as they 
are able to continue as a Squadron. I thank 
them for putting up with me all those years. 
 

And with that, I leave you with wishes to be safe 
and healthy on and off the water for the re-
mainder of the boating season. 

- Linda 
Executive Officer, D/6 

 

District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Karen Green

Greetings everyone! 
With graduations, Fa-
ther’s Day, and Fourth 
of July now past, we are 
well into summer, a 
great time of year to be 
out boating on the wa-
ter. Squadrons in the 
District are starting to 
resume meetings and 
activities, thankfully, in 

person.  
As the boating season has started, I am certain 
you have noticed and experienced, the severe 
shortage of marine mechanics. Many trade 
publications are reporting severe industry-wide 
shortages of mechanics which are certainly a 
menace to boat owners. It is my understanding 
this crisis is not about to end soon. 
We have been unable to start our boat since we 
launched it in late May. It has been difficult and 
has taken much time to find a mechanic to di-
agnose the problem. Fortunately, 
USPS/ABClub has an abundance of boating 
knowledge and experience that members are 
generous to share. In the absence of a timely 
available marine mechanic, we were recently 
guided by a member of the Syracuse Sail and 
Power Squadron who has taught courses on 
marine mechanics. He was able to identify the 
problem and isolate the part in need of replace-
ment. We are grateful for his help. 

I am pleased to 
serve as Adminis-
trative Officer for 
District 6. It was a 
pleasure meeting 
19 other Adminis-
trative Officers 
from around the 
country on a re-
cent meeting via 
Conference Call 
hosted by V/C 
Ralph Bernard, 
AP. National is 
happy to report a 
positive addition 
of 160 members 
and is quite optimistic with renewals. With 
phone calls and personal contacts, we are 
working to keep USPS/America’s Boating Club, 
including District 6, on well charted waters. 
We can all learn from each other, and members 
have so much to offer. Please stay involved and 
informed. Perhaps invite a friend or family 
member to a District meeting or outing. There 
is always so much to learn and friends to be 
made. 
I do hope to see you at the Rendezvous in Roch-
ester in August and wish you many months of 
engine trouble free boating!! 
Warmest regards, 

- Karen 
Administrative Officer, D/6 

 
 
  

Photo 1: Ken Green welcomes 
aboard marine mechanic Tom 
Barbrow from Hutchinson's 
Boat Works. 
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Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Thomas Alley, SN

Achieving the Same  
Results 
You’ve heard the say-
ing, “Insanity is doing 
the same thing over 
and over and expect-
ing different results.” 
Unfortunately, I 
think all of us, in-

cluding yours truly, fall into that trap from time 
to time, and unfortunately, I think America’s 
Boating Club is guilty of that, too. 
However, what if the results are good? Doesn’t 
that imply we should be doing the same thing 
over and over? On-the-water (OTW) education 
is an example of actions with good results. In 
fact, any sort of hands-on training (HOT) re-
ceives overwhelmingly positive feedback from 
our students. Therefore, I think we need to be 
looking at ways to incorporate both OTW and 
HOT into as many of our classes and seminars 
as possible. In fact, why not incorporate them 
into our social events also?  
So how can we do this? 
Opportunism is a big component. Earlier this 
year I knew that I would be transiting the Erie 
Canal while bringing my boat home from the 
East Coast. Essentially, I would be transiting 
about two-thirds of District 6 from East to 
West. I also knew I would be a little short-
handed on crew. Most of the locks we would be 
traversing would be lifting us, meaning they 
would be significantly more turbulent than 
when going down. For my boat, I know I need 
three people to keep things under control. Why 
not invite people along for the ride and offer 
them the Boating in Rivers, Locks and Lakes 
seminar as we travel between locks? 
It worked! We had seven people sign up and, 
since they were from across the District, it 
turned out to be convenient for them to join us 
along different sections of the canal. I had crew, 
and our students got credit for a seminar to get 
them closer to their own goals. And most im-
portantly, they got some real-life experience in 

a subject they wanted to learn more about. 
Win-win! 
Do you have a boat project that ties in with one 
of the topics we teach? Turn it into a class or 
seminar! Not sure how to do that? Talk to your 
SEO or to your DEO and one of us will help you 
turn it into a class. 
This concept is not limited to the topics covered 
by our formal classes and prepackaged semi-
nars. For example, members in one squadron 
voiced their desire to learn some more about 
advanced boat maintenance. They were 
matched up with a team that was restoring an 
old sailing dinghy, and everyone learned how to 
do basic fiberglass repair, bottom fairing, paint-
ing with two-part polyurethanes, some varnish-
ing, and even sewed a sail. Another group was 

Photo 2: OTW Seminar for Boating in Rivers, Lakes & 
Locks aboard Tomfoolery in the Erie Canal. Shown is 
Lock 17 in Little Falls where students and crew await 
a lift of over 40 feet. 
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interested in learning about marine refrigera-
tion, and they were paired up with a skipper 
who was converting his ice box to a refrigerator 
and assisted with the installation. 
Is someone rewiring their boat? See if they’ll 
talk to your Marine Electrical Systems class. Is 
someone preparing for a long voyage? Share 
with your Cruise Planning class and ask them 
to help with route planning. Installing a new 
stove? A new radio? Fresh rigging? Involve your 
students. Maybe they can help, maybe not, but 
they will definitely learn more when it’s a “real” 
application in front of them. 
Don’t overlook the social aspects of this activ-
ity, either. That way it’s not “all business” and 
the potential for fun increases proportionally. 

And we all know what fun means: Member re-
tention. 
Think about it. 
Above all, stop hoping that doing the same 
thing over and over will succeed. Instead, start 
repeating activities that get results. Try things 
that have worked for other squadrons. In a 
short time, you’ll come up with new things to 
try that others haven’t yet thought of.  
Then share your results – good and bad. That 
way we can all learn and succeed! 

- Tom 
Education Officer (& Webmaster), D/6 

 

 
 

A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C Chris Foster

National Meeting 
The Fall National Meet-
ing will be held in Ra-
leigh NC from August 29 
to September 5. Regis-
tration is now open for 
the meeting. There will 
most likely be virtual 
sessions, but at a mini-
mum, the sessions will 
be recorded. Below is a 
link to the meeting flyer: 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations/doc-
uments/202107102219390.2021FGB-
News07102021.pdf 
 

District 6 Membership 
The overall District 6 Membership is currently 
441 members, down 47 members from 2020 
when there were 480 members. The Swiftwater 
Squadron had an increase of 2 members. The 
Syracuse Squadron had an increase of 6 mem-
bers. All other Squadrons had a decrease over 
the last year. Recruitment was discussed as 
part of the Spring Conference. The following 
topics were discussed: 
• How do we retain current members? 

• How can we attract new members? 
o Automated renewal. 
o Need to engage new members. Get them 

to attend functions. 
o Les Smith has promotional ideas, maybe 

have him give a seminar on his methods. 
o Ask current members what keeps them 

coming back. 
 
Sailing Merit Badge  
The Onondaga Yacht Club (OYC) is collabo-
rated with the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
Longhouse Council to obtain their Small Boat 
Sailing Merit Badge. Two Scouts, Ty DeMoyo 
and Cal Paladino, completed the course. This 
was the first year that the program was offered. 
Many scouts have expressed an interest in at-
tending the course next year. The boats used 
for the lessons were a combination of Sunfish 
and Lasers. The scouts learned skills on how to 
prepare a float plan, to identify hazards on the 
water, parts of the boat, knot tying skills, safety 
afloat plan, rules of the road, proper clothing 
and footwear, how to rig the boat, getting under 
way, how to identify weather and wind condi-
tions. A pre-requisite to the sailing class is the 
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ability to swim 100 yards in one 
swim with a sharp turn at some 
point in the swim. 
 
OYC Pavilion 
The Onondaga Yacht completed 
the construction of the pavilion as 
an addition to the yacht club facil-
ity in June 2021. It was a compre-
hensive volunteer effort by club 
members only, led by Tom Ogden. 
The pavilion hosted a band concert 
on August 8, 2021, that was at-
tended by both members and non-
members from the local commu-
nity. 

- Chris 
Secretary, D/6 

 
 

 

 

A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 
By D/Lt/C James Sharpe, AP-IN

I’m pleased to report that 
the Spring Conference fi-
nancially resulted in a 
small profit of just over 
$100 that will be split 
between the District and 
the host squadron (Fin-
ger Lakes). Contact me if 
you would like to see the 
details. 
On a personal note, af-
ter 19 years of spending 

the summer on Swan Bay Estate and Marine, 
St. Lawrence River, and 32 years for Kay, the 
summer home was sold in May. Our primary 
social group of neighbors and friends were gone 
for different reasons and the upkeep for two 
homes, one summer, one winter, in Jamesville, 
NY was getting to be burdensome. We had 
talked about the event for a couple of years, 
and now it was time. However, when it did sell, 
the new owners wanted to take possession by 
that Sunday having the sale date on Tuesday. 
So, for the next several days, truck loads and 

carloads of household goods went from Swan 
Bay to Jamesville each day and into our garage, 
where some of it is still there. 
Now this should be a boating story and so it is. 
Our 25-foot Sea Ray needed a new home. Yes, 
we could have stayed in our covered slip in the 
marina, but who wants to spend an hour and a 
half each way for a boat ride? Yes, we could stay 
on the boat overnight for a few days, but family 
and friend were used to staying with us over 
night at our summer home and boat riding and 
swimming et cetera on a leisurely time frame, 
not the hour-plus ride to do so.  
Oneida Lake, being just 25 minutes away, was 
the obvious alternative. So off we went visiting 
marinas. To our amazement, there were no 
open docks in any marina we visited. In fact, 
there were 25 to 75 boaters on a waiting list. 
So, we left our name and number at all of them. 
But just a few days later I received a call from 
Bradbury’s Boatel saying they had an open 
dock after expelling a boater for failure to pay 
his dock fee. That day I signed the dock rental 
agreement. 

Photo 3: Onondaga Yacht Club’s new pavilion. 
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Now do I trailer the boat to Oneida or motor it 
to Oneida? Why would I want to go by road 
when I can go by water? After all, I am a boater. 
So based upon weather reports, I picked the 
most favorable day to go upriver, across Lake 
Ontario, up the Oswego River to Three Rivers, 
up the Oneida River to the entrance to the ca-
nal to Bradbury’s, a day of boating. 
The weather for departure day reflected wind of 
10 to 15 MPH and a daytime temperature of 75 
degrees. Reasonable! The night before, my 
friend and I slept on board, had sandwiches for 
the trip, coffee in the morning and departed at 
6 AM. Cruised up the St. Lawrence at 29 knots 
SOG, reaching the Tibbets Lighthouse and en-
trance to the lake in good order. However, once 
on the lake, winds were in excess of 15 knots 
and waves were 4 to 5 feet. This made the 
crossing wet and bouncing, hard to hold a 
course and required us to reduce speed. But 

once into Oswego the balance to the trip on the 
rivers from Oswego were very pleasant and we 
put into Oneida Lake late afternoon. This was 
my friend’s first crossing and fortunately, he 
has a spirit of adventure. Had Kay been with 
me, she would have called for a helicopter to 
take her off board from the lake, I think. 
This marina is off the lake in a man-made canal 
system in a park like setting. Kay liked that. 
Also, it is about 150 feet to the bar, I mean res-
taurant, at that location. We have yet to do any 
boating as I write this since we are now in the 
process of settling the pile of stuff in the garage 
and attending to all the maintenance at the 
house that seemed to be unimportant while at 
the river. But next week, weather permitting, 
that will change. 

- Jim  
Treasurer, D/6 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 
 
JULY 31, 2021 
National: 21,032 Members 2020  
 22,552 Members 2021 
 -480 LOSS 
 
D/6              480 Members 2020 
 441 Members 2021 
 -39 LOSS 
 
 
SQUADRON  2020  2021  DECREASE  INCREASE  
AUBURN 6 5 1 -   
BUFFALO 14 4 10 -   
IROQUOIS 58 53 5 -   
ITHACA 17 13 4 -   
LOCKPORT 9 8 1 -   
ROCHESTER 66 58 8 -   
SENECA 80 73 7 -   
ST. LAWRENCE 9 2 7 -   
SUSQUENANGO 51 49 2 -   
SWIFTWATER 62 64 - 2   
SYRACUSE 86 92 - 6   
UTICA 22 20 2 -   
 480 441 39 -   
 
Membership Committee:  
Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 

PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Call for Articles! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep 
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but 
relies on the efforts of many people so that we 
can get the wonderful content that we have. 
In 2020, each issue has enjoyed a “theme” of 
sorts. We continue that practice in 2021. 
Themes are as follows: 
• Winter (February) – Boat Projects. 
• Spring (May) – Voyages & Adventures. 
• Summer (August) – Education. 
• Fall (November) – Continuous Improvement. 
Looking forward to our Fall 2021 issue, let’s 
wrap up the year by looking at how we operate. 
What worked well and what didn’t? What can 
we do to make ourselves even better? 
And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter. 
If you have an amusing or humerous story, we 
could all use a good chuckle. 
Please send your stories and ideas to to me: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

BOC Certification Event 
By Tom Alley  
The Finger Lakes Chapter of America’s Boating 
Club held a BOC certification event at Sampson 
State Marina on Saturday, July 31st. The event 
was well-attended and featured hands-on pyro-
technics demonstrations, fire extinguisher 
training, and boat handling skill evaluations. 
Several district members tested for their Boat 
Operator Certifications. 
Special thanks to Finger Lakes SEO Charlie 
Fausold and Finger Lakes Commander Jim 
McGinnis for making this happen! (I hear they 
even got a new member out of the event!) They 
have already stated that they will be planning 
more events like this in the future, so stay 
tuned! 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
 

 
 

Educational Opportunities in District 6 
Scheduling Note 
Please note that the dates and times for the 
courses listed herein are planned and not nec-
essarily definite. What is important is that these 
classes will happen, and that you can still sign 
up for them if they interest you. The instructors 
of each class will keep you appraised of any 
schedule changes that become necessary. 
 
Inland Navigator 
America’s Boating Course 
Iroquois 
Next class planned for mid- to late-August. 

Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation or to register. 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Next class begins August 5th, 2021. 
Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold (seo@abc-flx.org) 
for additional information or to register. 
Susquenango 
Begins March 3rd, 2022.  
Contact: SEO Les Smith at: 
Lsmith84@stny.rr.com 
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Syracuse 
Onondaga Yacht Club, Liverpool, NY; Satur-
days, September 11 and 18, 9:30 am to 2:15 
pm (with lunch break), Exam September 25, 
8:30 am. 
OCM BOCES, 110 Elwood Davis Road, Liver-
pool, NY, Wednesdays 6-8 pm September 22, 
29, Oct. 6, 13, exam Oct. 20, 2021. 
OCM BOCES, Wednesdays, 6-8 pm, Feb. 2, 9, 
16, 23; exam March 2, 2022 
West Genesee High School, Camillus, NY; 
Wednesdays 7 – 9 pm March 9, 16, 23, 30; 
exam April 6, 2022 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation or to register. 
 
Boat Handling 
Iroquois 
Class begins August 17th. 
Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation or to register. 
Syracuse 
Begins Tuesday, September 7th and runs 
through October 12th, with closed book exam 
on Tuesday, October 19th. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation or to register. 
 
Marine Electrical Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Engine Maintenance 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Safe Powerboat Handling 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How To Use A Chart 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How to Use a GPS 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Onboard Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Coastal Navigator 
Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting) 
Iroquois 
Next class planned for Fall 2021. 
Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation or to register. 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Planned for Fall 2021. Course will be in-person 
and online. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold at: 
seo@abc-flx.org  
 
Marine Communication Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Tides 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Rules of the Road 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Anchoring 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
The Mariner’s Compass 
None scheduled at this time. 
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Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting) 
Iroquois 
Next class planned for mid-winter, i.e., early 
2022. 
Contact: SEO Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation or to register. 
Syracuse 
Class planned for Spring 2022. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation or to register. 
 

Marine Navigation Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Radar for Boaters 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Cruising & Cruise Planning 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Emergencies On Board 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Radar 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Offshore Navigator 
Junior Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Computer Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Thunderstorms & Severe Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
 
Other Classes & Seminars 
Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Sail Course 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Scheduled for Summer 2022. On-the-water for-
mat will be used. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
at: seo@abc-flx.org 
Syracuse 
Planned for Winter 2021-2022. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman 
(tbfreedm@gmail.com) for additional infor-
mation or to register. 
 
OpenCPN Seminar 
Iroquois 
Timing to be determined but contact SEO Mark 
Watkins (mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for addi-
tional information or to register. 
 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar, or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so it can be publicized here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
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A Trip Down the St. Lawrence Seaway
By David Daniels Susquenangoa 

As I write this article, the 2021 District 6 Ren-
dezvous in Rochester is approaching, and I am 
unable to attend due to family obligations. My 
“kids” (including grandkids) continue to return 
to summer camp here in the Thousand Islands 
region of the St. Lawrence River. Their trip to 
“The River” is a highlight of the summer for 
both them and me. Unfortunately, their 2021 
trip coincides with the D/6 Rendezvous.  
By way of a couple short nautical updates, my 
Silver Spirit Tiara cruiser now resides in its slip, 
the same slip and in the same marina which 
has been its summer home for many years, but 
with a new owner. Reluctantly, the years 
passed too quickly, and it was time to pass the 
keys on to another boater. Sad day for the fam-
ily, but we all still have the memories! And, just 
as important, are the “skills and knowledge” ac-
quired as a long-distance cruising boater and 
via all the USPS courses. 
Nautical update #2 – “The River” levels in Clay-
ton are extremely low. Low to the point that 
many boaters have opted to leave their vessels 
in dry-dock this season. At the start of the boat-
ing season levels were about 18” below normal. 
Getting out of a marina is the challenge, often 
hitting a submerged object and fouling the en-
gine cooling system due to mud and weeds, but 
once onto the main channel of “The River”, the 
waterway is just as spectacular as ever.  
So, if the 2021 boating season is a challenge, 
why not take a road trip or two!!! I have man-
aged two such “land” trips this summer – one 
very new and different, and one covering sites 
previously visited with Silver Spirit.  
Many years ago, the Spencers (Jim and Jan) 
and the Daniels completed a once-in-a-lifetime 
voyage across Lake Ontario, down the St. Law-
rence River with its seven locks, past Montreal 
to Sorrel, and into Lake Champlain (more 
locks), with a lengthy stop-over in Burlington, 
VT. Of the seven locks, two are owned by the 
U.S. and five are Canadian. This 2021 memory-
lane trip included a visit to the Dwight D. Ei-
senhower lock and then a fabulous dinner on 
the shore of Lake Champlain. A side trip was 

squeezed in to check out the mountains that 
the Daniels skied on during the 1975-1976 
winter. During the 1975-1976 schoolyear, I 
went back to school at UVM and the kids 
learned to ski at Smugglers’ Notch and Stowe 
Mountain, both resorts being a short distance 
from Burlington, Vermont.  
EISENHOWER LOCK: over the years Silver 
Spirit managed to traverse this lock, located in 
Massena, NY, twice. Now that the Covid-19 re-
strictions are being slowly lifted, the Visitors 
Center is again open. Here are a few pictures. 
 

 
Photo 4: The visitor's center, 76 Barnhard Island Rd., 
Massena, NY. 

 

 
Photo 5: Shipping channel buoys. 
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Photo 6: Seaway locking equipment for freighters. 

 

 
Photo 7: Seaway lock. No freighter during my visit. 

STOWE MOUNTAIN: the mountain resort is 
open year-round. The gondola lift to the sum-
mit is in operation and taking excited site-seers 
to the top. The gondola is very helpful during 
the winter months as temperatures are fre-
quently well below zero. The summer and fall 
views from the summit are spectacular. The 
mountain-top Cliff House restaurant takes res-
ervations and serves very nice meals. And the 
view is just stunning! 

 
Photo 8: Stowe Mountain, VT gondolas. 

 

 
Photo 9: Stunning scenery. 

SMUGGLERS’ NOTCH: located on the north 
side of Stowe Mountain in Jeffersonville, VT, 
this was our favorite place to ski. It is now a 
major resort with numerous condos. The ski lift 
facilities are not running during the summer. 
NEW AND DIFFERENT: to complete this report, 
a “land” voyage was undertaken, one never be-
fore on any of my itineraries… an overnight 
train trip on Amtrack’s Silver Meteor from West 
Palm Beach, FL to New York City, then with a 
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train change, on to Syracuse. Masks required 
for the duration, but still outstanding. 

- Dave 
 

 
Photo 10: Amtrak's Silver Meteor. 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

 
 

District 6 Rendezvous Recap
By Bridgett Arieno, JN Rochester Chapter 

The District 6 Rendezvous was held August 5th 
– 8th at The Port of Rochester. We had five boats 
with additional attendees who drove in for the 
events. We even had a couple from the Lake 
Ponchartrain (Louisiana) America’s Boating 
Club, Jeff and Christine Williams. We had a 
great time!  

The Thurs-
day evening 

Welcome 
Party was 
hosted by 
John & 

Phyllis 
Zingo on 
their 48-
foot yacht, 

Catalina 
Lady. 

There was more 
food than we could 
possibly eat and 
liberal libations 
available. 
Friday morning 
started with a 
dockside break-
fast followed by a 
relaxing morning 

under a much-needed shade tent provided by 
Rochester America’s Boating Club Com-
mander, Bert Koenig. We all walked over to 
Jose Joe’s for a fantas-
tic lunch near Char-
lotte Beach, followed 
by a ride on the 
Dentzel Carousel and a 
relaxing walk along the 
Beach Avenue “secret 
sidewalk” along the 
shore of Lake Ontario. 
We saw beautiful 
homes and gardens 
along the way. To fin-
ish our afternoon, Bill 
& Faye Towner took us 
out for a sail on Lady 
Faye, their 
beautiful 
Hunter 
410. 

Photo 12: Bert Koenig and John Zingo 
aboard Catalina Lady. 

Photo 14: Bill and Faye 
Towner aboard Catalina Lady. Photo 13: Steve Heffron and Rick 

Hibbs aboard the Catalina Lady. 

Photo 11: The Cata-
lina Lady. 
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We had a great time at California Rollin for din-
ner with musical entertainment, including 

singing and dancing by D/6 Commander Rick 
Hibbs. He can’t resist when it comes to Sweet 
Caroline. See the D/6 website for a video of his 
performance! [Coming soon! – Webmaster] 
Saturday was a continuation of our beautiful 
weather. Another relaxing morning along the 
docks followed by lunch at Pelican’s Nest. Dave 
and Diane Rhodes hosted a boat ride on their 
40-foot sailboat, Lagerhead. Not much wind 
but good company and a sunny afternoon was 
all we needed to have a great time. 
Dinner at The Jetty on Saturday night com-
pleted our official agenda for the weekend. We 
had a beautiful view of the Genesee River from 
our table.  
We couldn’t have asked for better weather for 
the rendezvous and have high hopes for next 
year. Several of us had boat problems that pro-
hibited us from staying at The Port of Roches-
ter. Let’s hope for NO BOAT ISSUES next year!!! 

- Bridgett 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

 
  

Photo 15: Dockside breakfast. 

Photo 16: Dockside breakfast. 

Photo 18: Rick Hibbs on the Dentzel Carousel. 

Photo 17: Dave and Diane Rhodes at the beach. 
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt/C Tom Alley, SN 

 Bermuda Update 
A great deal has hap-
pened since my last 
installment of this 
saga. When the last 
issue went to press, 
we were just a cou-
ple of weeks away 
from relaunching 

Tomfoolery to begin 
our final trek to Marion to compete in the 2021 
Marion-Bermuda Race. 
On Thursday, May 13th, I was making the final 
list of provisions I would need to pick up for the 
delivery crew for our trip to Marion. It was a 3-
day, 300 nm trip, and it would be our final 
shakedown prior to the race itself. We were set 
to be launched on the following Wednesday or 
Thursday and we were going to depart for Mar-
ion on Friday, May 14th. The delivery crew was 
to be the race crew so that we could cover all 
aspects of getting the boat (and crew) dialed 
into life offshore. Before I went to bed that even-
ing, I checked my email one last time only to 
discover a message from the race organizers 
announcing the cancellation of the race due to 
concerns over Covid. 
What? 
I read the email again. No race. Cancelled.  
This can’t be! 
I read it again. It still said the race was can-
celled. I emailed my contacts in Marion and 
they confirmed it. The race was off.  
Crap. Now what? 
I started calling up my crew. They were equally 
flabbergasted by this turn of events, and 
equally adrift now that the “purpose” behind all 
our efforts of the prior three years had been 
stripped away. 
 
Enter: Essex Yacht Club 
The next day (Saturday), I received an email 
from Bill at the Essex Yacht Club in Connecti-
cut. One of our Marion-Bermuda mentors had 
told him of our plight, and he asked if we would 

like to come to his yacht club to join them in 
the 69th running of the Sam Wetherill Memorial 
Race? The Wetherill was his club’s version of 
an offshore race that they used as the inaugu-
ral event each spring to initiate the summer 
race season. It’s a 140 nm course from Old 
Saybrook, CT to Martha’s Vineyard and then 
around the south side of Block Island before re-
turning to Saybrook. I consulted with my crew, 
and they all said, “Yes!” 
“So, when is the Wetherill, Bill?” I asked. “Fri-
day,” he responded.  
“This Friday?” 
“Yup.” 
By now it’s Sunday, and all of Tomfoolery’s 
crew is racing around getting things ready. We 
had to get launched, commissioned, and moved 
to Essex, CT in less than 96 hours. 
Kudos to my crew: We pulled it off. We drove to 
Coeymans Landing (just south of Albany on the 
Hudson River) on Monday where the yard had 
already suspended Tomfoolery in the travelift 
slings. We loaded on provisions for a week, 
along with all our gear and luggage. We slept 
on the boat that night. (Easy to do after provi-
sioning up a 10-foot ladder!) 
Tuesday morning dawned bright and sunny. 
We launched just before high tide at 09:00. 
(The launch slip is nearly dry at low tide, so we 
had to time things properly.) We were able to 
complete our final system checks and commis-
sioning in about 90 minutes and then we were 
on our way down the Hudson River before the 
tide could fall enough to lock us in the marina 
until evening. 
I’ll save to details for another day but suffice it 
to say that we arrived at the Essex Yacht Club 
just before 06:00 on Thursday morning, May 
20th, about 44 hours (and several adventures) 
after departing Coeymans Landing. When the 
yacht club staff began rolling in around 07:30, 
we received a very warm welcome (and a free 
slip, courtesy of the EYC Rear Commodore). At 
the pre-race skippers’ meeting later in the day 
we were introduced as celebrities, having trav-
eled over 450 nm from our home port to com-
pete in the race. We were, quite literally, the 
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talk of the town, especially since our vessel 
hadn’t even been launched until two days prior. 
 

Long Story Short – Making Lemonade 
There’s so much to tell that I’ll save the details 
for future articles, or presentations, or both. 
Tomfoolery’s adventures continued before, dur-
ing and after the Wetherill Race. We sailed hard 
and finished respectably against some fairly 
high-powered talent. I was very pleased with 
how my crew and boat performed. 
After the Wetherill Race, we had a crew meeting 
to talk about what would be next. One option 
was to sail to Bermuda anyway, joining several 
other competitors who were electing to do the 
same. The other option was to explore southern 
New England and Long Island Sound for a cou-
ple of weeks. In the end, it came down to spend-
ing 12 days on a boat to visit one island, or 12 
days to visit half a dozen (or more) places we’d 
never been by boat. We chose to do the latter. 
 
In Hindsight 
Looking back, the decision to embark on our 
“Lemonade Tour” of the Sound and southern 
New England proved to be the right one, but for 
reasons none of us could have predicted. Not 
only did it allow us to avoid any issues with 
Tropical Storm Claudette (we would have been 
about 2/3 of the way to Bermuda as it roared 
across the North Atlantic), but it set us up to 
return home almost a week earlier than if we 
had sailed to Bermuda. By doing this we 
avoided multiple lock closures due to mechan-
ical breakdowns and then due to flooding from 

the heavy rains in early July that closed the 
eastern half of the Erie Canal for much of July 
during the time we would have been attempting 
to return home. Divine providence or dumb 
luck? I don’t care; I’m grateful for either! 
 
Thank You 
Once more, I’m extremely appreciative to the 
Power Squadron for all the offers of assistance 
my race crew and I received. Thank you all! 
The Essex Yacht Club was extremely gracious, 
welcoming, and accommodating for our small 
boat and her crew. We were made to feel at 
home there and were made very comfortable, 
utilizing their club as a base from which we 
launched other trips this summer prior to re-
turning home to Watkins Glen at the end of 
June. I want to publically recognize their or-
ganization as well, especially Bill Gunther, who 
made sure there were no hang-ups to delay the 
processing of our race paperwork and our New 
England PHRF application. Thank you, Bill and 
EYC!! 
Finally, my crew: Katie Alley, Andrea Johnson, 
Mike Crouse, and Jim McGinnis. Without your 
support none of this would have happened. A 
skipper couldn’t ask for a better or more sup-
portive team. THANK YOU! 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2021 
August 
6-8 D/6 Summer Rendezvous, Port of Roch-

ester. (D6) 
13 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Back to School. (D6) 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 
 

September 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 
 
October 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
29-31 D/6 Fall Council & Conference, Roches-

ter, NY. (D6) 
 

November 
11 Deadline for The Deep 6 news updates 

from Council/Conference meetings. 
17 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

(D6) 
 

December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2022 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

February 
1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. (D6) 
6-13 Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, FL. (Na-

tional) 
 
March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
April 
TBA D/6 Spring Council & Conference, Corn-

ing, NY. (D6) 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

May 
1 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Voyages & Adventures. 
(D6) 

21-27 Safe Boating Week 
 

June 
No events currently scheduled. 
 

July 
17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


