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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Rick Hibbs, SN

Hello to all District 6 
members! 
It is with enthusiasm, 
respect, a little pride, 
and maybe more than a 
little trepidation that I 
step into the role of 
Commander! Making 
that step a lot easier is 
the support and en-
couragement of our 
newest P/D/C Nancy 

Bieber, as well as an outstanding and capable 
Bridge with Linda LaDuc as XO, Karen Greene 
as AO, Tom Alley as DEO, Chris Foster as Sec-
retary, Jim Sharpe as Treasurer, and assis-
tants Les Smith (ASEO), Dave Daniels (Asst 
Secy) and Bridgetta Arieno (Asst Treas).  
Bridgett has agreed to continue as District Con-
ference Chair as well, following one of the most 
enthusiastically received Spring Conferences in 
recent memory! (A normal person’s memory, 
not mine!) 
 I want to commend Tom Alley and his produc-
ers for making possible a hybrid conference 
with a remote option via FreeConferenceCall in 
addition to the 40+ face to face attendees. Extra 
hours devoted to test runs minimized the tech-
nical difficulties and enabled our featured 
guest speaker to present remotely from Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan. Ellen Brody of NOAA presented 
an enlightening program on the NOAA Marine 
Sanctuary Program, and specifically the pro-
posed new sanctuary in Eastern Lake Ontario.  
We are committed to running hybrid confer-
ences, so if you had unresolved problems let 
your favorite Bridge Officer know, so we can try 
to improve our success rate in the Fall, which 
will be October 29, 30 and 31 at a Rochester 
location to be named soon. The best way to en-
joy a conference is to be there in person, so 
please make every effort to make it in person. 
Also mark these dates, for rendezvous plans. 
Rochester Squadron is hosting their annual 
rendezvous at Oak Park Marina on Sodus Bay. 
You’ll be welcomed in on Thursday 7/29, and 

leave at your convenience on Sunday 8/1. The 
District Rendezvous will be held in the Port of 
Rochester, also hosted by Rochester Squadron, 
starting with welcome in on Thursday 8/5, and 
finishing with Sunday Sendoff on 8/8. Details 
will be forthcoming, but if you intend to bring a 
boat, contact Cdr Bert Koenig so enough slips 
can be assured. (Koenig44@frontiernet.net) 
We are considering a number of events for the 
D6 Rendezvous and are open for more sugges-
tions if you have them. Contact me 
(commander@uspsd6.org). Here is a partial list: 
• Ride the Dentzel Carousel (one of only 14 

operating antique menagerie carousels in 
the US, built in 1905); 

• Waterfront tour of O’Laughlin’s, Pelican’s 
Nest, Schooner’s, Bill Gray’s (water level 
may limit access); and 

• Tour of the 1822 Charlotte Genesee Light-
house 

And we’re continuing to work up FUN activities, 
so save the dates! 
At the Commanders meeting Sunday morning 
of conference, it was agreed that the D6 Cdr 
would begin holding monthly remote meetings 
with the Squadron Cdrs of the district to speed 
up communications (both directions). We 
thought the faster sharing of problems and so-
lutions would be helpful to all of District. These 
will commence as soon as possible after I re-
turn from the British Virgin Islands. Bridgett 
and I will be cruising with our friends Jeff and 
Chris Williams, currently living in Naples, FL. 
They were from Rochester, and were members 
of Rochester Squadron, and Lake Ponchar-
train, LA squadron, where Jeff continues to be 
SEO remotely! Also joining us is Jeff’s brother 
Kim, a long-time boater in the Rochester area, 
and (hopefully) we’re working on him to join 
Rochester Chapter of America’s Boating Club! 
We will share our BVI experiences in the COVID 
times with articles in the DEEP 6! 
In closing, I aim to do what I can to increase 
the FUN aspects of D6 events, in order to in-
crease the membership draw to the events. And 
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though we’ll continue the hybrid conferences, 
personal attendance will always be the more 
FUN way to experience the event! 
Wishing you a great season, and hoping to see 
you at Rendezvous! 

- Rick 
Commander, D/6 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

 
 

District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP

When we get our “Nag-o-
Gram” from our Deep 6 
newsletter editor and 
DEO Tom Alley, my first 
reaction is almost al-
ways, “Oh boy, what do 
I write about now?” I 
have to start this little 
article wondering if I am 
actually your Executive 
Officer because I ha-
ven’t been sworn in yet. 

Humm, no matter, I don’t think Tom is 
going to let me off the hook! [You’re right! – Ed.] 
So, the first thing I have to do is thank everyone 
for entrusting me with this assignment; I will 
do my best to carry out my duties. However, 
since I was not in attendance at the D/6 Spring 
Council/Conference, I missed what transpired 
so I don’t have a whole lot to say in that regard.  
I know that during my time as DAO, I wrote a 
lot about the high-water situations and flood 
damage on Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence 
River. Communities and individual property 
owners are still trying to make repairs from the 
flooding in 2017 and 2019. This year, however, 
New York State appears to be in a drought and 
our shoreline reflects this. The Lake level ap-
pears extremely low and articles I’ve read sup-
port what I am seeing. I know that the decision 
was made by the International Joint Commis-
sion to release more water over the winter to 
avoid the flooding (which shoreline owners do 
appreciate) and Mother Nature hasn’t exactly 

cooperated with a snowy winter and lack of rain 
so far this spring, but, really, can’t they find a 
happy medium. I thought that was why they 
were getting paid the big bucks! Any action 
taken generally revolves around the shipping 
channel, so I guess we’ll have to play a wait-
and-see game and hope for a rainy spring, and 
a little extra run-off water from Lake Erie 
(which I understand is above normal levels) or 
it is going to be a short boating season on the 
Lake and River. 
Otherwise, I know we are all concerned about 
declining membership. Hopefully, as we all get 
vaccinated and continue to social distance, we 
can gradually start getting back together for 
our usual group gatherings and classes. We 
need to be out there front and center to let folks 
know what we offer educationally and socially 
to try and recruit new members. Another im-
portant thing to remember is getting in touch 
with our non-renewals. That was a big focus of 
the National Administrative Department during 
my time as DAO. So, if someone has slipped off 
of your Squadron’s radar screen in the last year 
or so, give them a call and see if you can talk 
them back into membership. 
In the meantime, stay well, take advantage of 
the available vaccinations and, naturally, it’s 
spring…, get ready to prepare yourself and your 
boat for another summer on the water! 

- Linda 
Executive Officer, D/6 
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District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Karen Green

Greetings everyone! 
I am honored to have 
been recently elected to 
serve as Administrative 
Officer for District 6. 
It was a pleasure meet-
ing so many of you at 
the recent D6 Confer-
ence last weekend in 
Corning with District 

Commander, Nancy Bieber, 
presiding. What a wonderful and inspiring 
event! 
My husband and I have been boating for many 
years. With three sons and one super grandson 
we turned to boating as a family activity in 
which all could learn and enjoy together. We 
made a family decision purchasing our first 
open bow boat. Perfect for Sunday afternoons, 
swimming, fishing, and sharing with friends. 
On the Seneca River we first learned about boat 
handling, navigation, and other boat opera-
tions. We decided to seek boating education 
courses which we all enjoyed and learned 
much. We have been boating ever since and 

now have moved our boating to the beautiful 
St. Lawrence River and exploring the Thousand 
Islands. 
A native of the area, I grew up in Marcellus, 
New York. Most of the time we live in Manlius 
and we like to say Wellesley Island. Ken and I 
met at Community General Hospital where I 
worked, and he first moved to the area from 
Chicago. We have been married almost 4 dec-
ades! I retired as general manager of Stickley 
Furniture. I am now serving my third term as 
Councilor on the Manlius Town Board. 
Our membership in the Syracuse Sail and 
Power Squadron is such an important and en-
joyable part of our lives. Ken is currently serv-
ing as the Squadron Commander. Formerly he 
was DEO of our District. 
I am greatly looking forward to my position on 
the Bridge. Thank you for allowing me this op-
portunity. 
I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

- Karen 
Administrative Officer, D/6 

 
 
 

Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Thomas Alley, SN

Spring Conference Recap 
The weather has fi-
nally shifted to be 
more like spring and 
less like winter. With 
that transition comes 
the annual D/6 
Spring Conference. 
Along with the relax-

ing of frigid temperatures, we’re also begin-
ning to see the relaxation of Covid-based re-
strictions as we make the slow journey to “herd 
immunity”. It was absolutely great to see every-
one in person again, and not in a small thumb-
nail on a computer screen! 

The report I submitted on behalf of the Educa-
tion Department basically consisted of two 
parts. The first part was the traditional propa-
gation of messages from the National Educa-
tion Department that were presented at the Na-
tional Annual Meeting and subsequent 
monthly teleconferences. The second part of 
the report discussed how activity at Headquar-
ters is significant to us and how we can have a 
positive and constructive impact on this activ-
ity. 
 
National Annual Meeting Highlights 
Very Important: Clarification was issued by Na-
tional that all instructors for ABC3 must be 
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certified instructors. This is a requirement from 
both NASBLA and USPS National Leadership. 
This requirement is non-negotiable. Sorry. 
A lot of time was spent promoting the grant to 
squadrons by the USPS Educational Fund to 
provide free copies of ABC3 course material. 
The ABC app has been released for your mobile 
device (iOS and Android versions available). 
Download it today and check out its features. 
Instructors, find a way to integrate this app into 
your BH and ABC classes! 
A PC-based version of the Boating Skills Virtual 
Trainer (BSVT) is being developed and will be 
released soon. Stay tuned for details. 
CDs are going away. Let’s face it, you don’t see 
many new PCs with an optical drive in them 
anymore. As such, the USPS will phase out the 
availability of instructor CDs for all of its 
courses. These will be replaced with down-
loadable versions that can be obtained through 
the USPS eBook system. 
DB2000, our faithful and dependable compan-
ion for over two decades, is retiring. Function-
ality will be moved to web-based applications, 
specifically in the Info Center on the national 
web site. 
Updates from various committees all carried a 
common theme: They desperately need volun-
teers to help with the workload. If you’re look-
ing for a way to make a difference that will have 
an impact for years to come, please consider 
volunteering for one of the many national com-
mittees. 
There is a tremendous interest in the develop-
ment of a seminar specific to OpenCPN, the 
software package being used in USPS naviga-
tional courses. There is some work going on 
within Districts 5 and 6, and I am hoping we 
will be able to partner together to produce this 
much-needed educational module. 
There was a strong message from national lead-
ership (from C/C Mary Paige herself) stating 
the importance of innovation. Specifically – do 
not let the Operations Manual stifle innovation! 
If you have an idea on how to improve some-
thing, let me know. I’d be happy to defend any 
good ideas that come up. 

Virtual classrooms were a big topic of conver-
sation during the entire national annual meet-
ing.  
 
Where Does District 6 Fit In? 
We offer engagement and interaction between 
people. Communications between instructors 
and students allows for tailoring to each stu-
dent’s individual needs. 
Innovation for District 6 is not a new idea. We 
have been at the forefront of innovation within 
the USPS for decades. For example, on-the-wa-
ter education was initiated within District 6 in 
1995 by the Niagara Squadron. It was later 
picked up and developed further by Seneca in 
the early 2000s and, after being noticed by Na-
tional, our programs served as the templates 
for national policies that were instituted in the 
2010s. 
Also, in the 2010’s, District 6 began tailoring 
the ABC3 course to focus on youth, since they 
are virtually ignored by the boating safety 
courses taught (for free) by our local Sheriffs. 
Since then, we also have multiple squadrons 
that started teaching classes remotely a couple 
of years before everyone was forced down that 
route by Covid. While we weren’t the first (Dis-
trict 5 started doing the same thing on their 
own around the same time), we are definitely 
among the early adopters. 
My point is that we are innovators and, as 
such, we are in a position to make huge contri-
butions to the USPS. Contributions that will ul-
timately determine the direction of our organi-
zation in the future. 
 

Noteable Accomplishments 
A District Conference would not be complete 
without recognizing significant achievements of 
both individuals and squadrons. At the Squad-
ron level, we have multiple units that have been 
recognized for decades (or generations) of con-
tinuous involvement through their donations to 
the USPS Education Fund. These squadrons 
are: 
• Susquenango (26 years) 
• Syracuse (32 years) 
• Utica (34 years) 
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• Seneca (38 years) 
• Swiftwater (39 years) 
• Iroquois (40 years) 
• Rochester (42 years) 
Congratulations and WELL DONE! 
NOTE: I was made aware after the Spring Con-
ference of the Iroquois Squadron’s recognition 
of 40 consecutive years of participation in the 
Education Fund program. My apologies for not 
announcing this at the Conference for all at-
tendees to hear! 
We also had a couple of individuals who have 
demonstrated a commitment to self-improve-
ment through education and are now recog-
nized with the USPS Educational Proficiency 
Award. They are: 
• James Ryder (Syracuse) 
• Colleen Welch (Utica) 
As above, CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Afternoon Conference Programs 
Following the formal Spring Conference and 
lunch, attendees enjoyed two programs. First, 
our keynote speaker, Ellen Brody of NOAA, 
gave us a very interesting presentation on the 
proposal of designating the eastern end of Lake 
Ontario as a marine sanctuary. A key point in 
Ellen’s presentation was that the sanctuary 
designation does not limit the utilization of the 
waterway. In fact, the designation is meant to 
encourage its use and appreciation by all inter-
ested parties, commercial and recreational. 
The second feature presentation of the after-
noon was the screening of the short film, Celes-
tial. This is the story of the navigators aboard 
the training vessel SSV Tabor Boy and their ex-
perience of competing in (and winning) the 
2019 Marion to Bermuda race. Conference 
Chair Bridgett Arieno made sure the experience 
was complete by supplying pop corn and candy 
for all attendees. Watching the audience during 
the film, at least two thirds of them leaning for-
ward in their seats to soak in the story as it 
unfolded. 
A special surprise for all attendees was when, 
after the film concluded, we were joined (via 
videoconference) by the producer of the film, 
Jack Gordon. What’s special about Jack is 

that, besides being an alumnus of the Tabor 
Boy, he was still in his teens when he shot the 
footage and produced the film. Jack was very 
engaging and chatted with us for about 20 
minutes to tell stories and answer questions 
from the audience. 
Jack is currently a Senior studying at Berkley, 
California and hopes to have a career in 
filmmaking. After this weekend, I think it’s safe 
to say he has established a solid fan base 
within District 6! 
 

Technical Highlights 
The 2021 Spring Conference was also the debut 
of the new audiovisual equipment procured by 
the District. While the experience was not 
glitch-free, the performance of the projector 
and public address system was superb. The 4K 
resolution of the projector certainly contributed 
to making Jack Gordon’s film a visual delight! 
Many of the components of the new system are 
wireless. While adding complexity, the new sys-
tem allows us to have far fewer tripping hazards 
located in the meeting room and provides for a 
much cleaner and neater-looking setup. We’re 
still learning the finer points of the new system, 
but the glitches we did have proved to be edu-
cational and the AV team already knows what 
to do differently at the next event! 
Kudos to our two producers, Ray Margeson and 
Phil Cherry of the Finger Lakes Chapter, who 
kept things running smoothly for the two days 
that the system was being used. (…and a big 
personal thank you to them for all of their help 
with setup and tear-down before and after the 
conference!) 
Also, it would be a grave injustice not to recog-
nize Ruben Isaacson, P, of the Rochester Chap-
ter, who has been providing his personal AV 
equipment for District use for multiple decades. 
Thank you, Ruben, for all your hard work and 
unwavering support of the District! 
 

Conclusion 
I think the most important message at the 
Spring Conference was that we should not wait 
for solutions to our problems to be provided by 
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others. Speaking for District 6, we have a his-
tory of coming up with innovations that are 
both feasible and effective. There is no reason 
we cannot continue to do so. The newly sworn 
in District Bridge has an amazing breadth and 
depth of skills and talents, but that’s only be-

cause it is representative of the proven capabil-
ities of the members of District 6. Let’s show 
everyone what we’re made of! 

- Tom 
Education Officer (& Webmaster), D/6 

 
 
 

From the Assistant Education Officer 
By D/1st/Lt Leslie Smith, JN

Well, it looks like spring 
might finally be here? I 
hope so, even though it 
snowed a little last week 
and a friend of mine is 
snow skiing in Vermont 
as I’m typing this. FYI -
He’s not a boater. 
As I’m sure you’ve 
heard, too many times 

to remember, this last 
year has been a challenge for most of us. We’ve 
had to go virtual for many things, such as 
meetings, family get-togethers, and all forms of 
classes. It’s great to hear that many of our 
squadrons have delivered virtual classes suc-
cessfully.  
For me, with everything slowing down, some-
times to a complete stop, I was able to take a 
class I’ve wanted to take for a very long time. 
(Decades!) The class was for the “Merchant 
Mariner Credential”. Some people call it a 
“Charter Captain’s License”, some call it a “Six 
Pack”. It was one of those things on my bucket 
list. Before taking the class, I thought I was 
pretty knowledgeable about boating and almost 
ready to take the test. Boy was I wrong!! The 
class was six eight-hour sessions, and then a 

four hour test that half the class failed. When I 
started talking to the instructors, I found out 
what knowledgeable really is.  
Come to find out, taking this class was much 
more than just gaining knowledge. My inten-
tion was just to complete it for myself. I had no 
plans to use it for anything other than to show 
my accomplishment. Well, that was short lived. 
Since then, I’ve had job offers to Captain two 
separate vessels. The first one, I’ll definitely 
need more experience before I’m ready to do the 
job. Everyone connected to it, including me, 
agrees. The other one, I am ready for right now, 
and plan to do it.  
The part that really surprises me is that both 
these opportunities were offered to me. I wasn’t 
looking for or expecting anything like that.  
The point of all this, is that with a little more 
education who knows what kind of opportuni-
ties will present themselves to you.  
Happy spring!!! I hope this year will be a suc-
cessful boating season! 
Respectfully submitted, 

- Les 
Assistant Education Officer, D/6 
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A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C Chris Foster

Sailing Merit Badge Oppor-
tunity 
The Onondaga Yacht 
Club (OYC) is collabo-
rating with the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) 
Longhouse Council to 
offer sailing lessons to 6 
– 8 Boy/Girl Scouts, 
age 11+, to obtain their 
Small Boat Sailing 
Merit Badge. The 

course will be offered June 28, 29 and July 1, 
5, 6 and 8 from 5:00 pm until dusk at the OYC, 
101 Sycamore St, Syracuse NY 13088. There 
will be open sailing for students on July 7, 14, 
21 and 28 for students to hone their skills. The 
boats used for the lessons will be a combination 
of Sunfish and Lasers. 
Students will learn skills on how to prepare a 
float plan, to identify hazards on the water, 
parts of the boat, knot tying skills, safety afloat 

plan, rules of the road, proper clothing and 
footwear, how to rig the boat, getting under 
way, how to identify weather and wind condi-
tions. 
A pre-requisite to the sailing class is the ability 
to swim 100 yards in one swim with a sharp 
turn at some point in the swim. The registration 
form for the sailing class can be found on the 
OYC website, https://www.oyccny.org/mem-
bership-application by clicking on the button 
“Sailing School Application”. Please contact 
OYC for the cost of the program at 315-236-
2191 or OYCCNY@gmail.com. Price includes a 
sandwich and drink on lesson nights. 
Mail the completed application to: Tom Ogden, 
115 Hiawatha Trail, Liverpool, NY 13088. 

- Chris 
Secretary, D/6 

 
 

 

 
  

Photo 1: Laser sailboat. Photo 2: Sunfish sailboat. 
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A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 
By D/Lt/C James Sharpe, AP-IN

For those of us that at-
tended the Spring Con-
ference, it was such a 
pleasure to meet with 
live members. The pro-
gram was well done by 
everyone associated 
with making all the ar-
rangements with the 
Radisson and with the 
conference itself. The 
city of Corning is such a 

quaint one and enjoyed by many that 
simply strolled by the Chemung River and up 
and down Market Street, among other points of 
interest there.  
It was a pleasure serving as treasurer on Nancy 
Bieber’s bridge. I am looking forward to working 
with Rick Hibbs’ bridge this coming year.  

For the upcoming boating season, after having 
visited our summer location on Swan Bay two 
weeks ago (and getting ready to make that trip 
shortly to get ready for the upcoming season), I 
noted that the St. Lawrence water level is down 
quite a bit. The weather reports also indicate a 
very dry period coming up so that the low river 
level may be an issue, in contrast to recent 
high-water issues. Also, access to Canadian 
waters still remains a problem for the river 
boaters and those that have property in Can-
ada, such as the Syracuse Squadron.  
Hope to see some interesting boat/sea stories 
in the next issue  

- Jim  
Treasurer, D/6 

 
 

Membership Brain Teaser 
By Rick Hibbs, SN Rochester 

While I was having lunch with my brother the 
other day, the subject of America’s Boating 
Club came up. He’s been an on and off small 
boat owner over the years, but never a member 
of any organization. He asked me the following 
question:  
“Why would someone want to join America’s 
Boating Club?” 
I found myself in trouble, because I couldn’t 
come up with succinct, compelling reasons. I 
stumbled around the ideas that we teach a va-
riety of courses, have some social functions, 
speakers at meetings, and an annual rendez-
vous. He didn’t say “Well, sign me up!” 
So, the brain teaser is to come up with some 
short reasons that appeal to more compelling 
personal interests. I’ve been thinking about 
this for a couple of weeks, and here’s what I 
have so far: 

• No matter your level of experience, you can 
always use a mentor. 

• ABC is a source of friends that are into boat-
ing, in lots of ways 

• Not everyone is good at independent self-ed-
ucation 

• ABC members provide a wealth of experi-
ences to tap into 

I would like to ask everyone to help me come 
up with an answer (or answers) to my brother’s 
question! Not trying to replace any of Marketing 
Committee’s work; just trying to get more gut 
level, conversational ideas. 
Send your ideas to: commander@uspsd6.org 
Thanks! 

- Rick 
° ° ° ° ° 

 



Spring 2021   

The Deep 6  Page 11 of 37 

District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending June 30th, 2020 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
March 31, 2021 
National: 22,852 Members 2020 
  21,078 Members 2021 
 -1,774 LOSS 
 
D/6: 543 Members 2020 
  482 Members 2021 
 - 61 LOSS 
 
SQUADRON 2020 2021 DECREASE INCREASE  
AUBURN 7 6 1 -  
BUFFALO 20 8 12 - 
IROQUOIS 63 58 5 -  
ITHACA 19 13 6 -  
LOCKPORT 11 9 2 -  
ROCHESTER 80 65 15 -  
SENECA 85 83 2 -  
ST. LAWRENCE 11 6 5 -  
SUSQUENANGO 64 52 12 -  
SWIFTWATER 64 63 1 -  
SYRACUSE 92 98 - 6  
UTICA 27 21 6 -  
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Call for Articles! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep 
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but 
relies on the efforts of many people so that we 
can get the wonderful content that we have. 
In 2020, each issue has enjoyed a “theme” of 
sorts. We will continue that practice in 2021. 
The Winter (February) issue is focused on pro-
jects related to our boats and maritime inter-
ests. The Spring (May) issue will be all about 
voyages and adventures in the hopes of inspir-
ing you to expand your boating horizons this 
coming boating season. Our Summer (August) 
issue will be themed along the lines of “Back to 
School”. In the Fall (November) we’ll go back to 
being a little more introspective and talk about 
improving ourselves and the ABC organization. 
That said, please send me your stories classes 
you’ve given or classes you’ve taken (whether 
they’re USPS courses or not). What worked? 
What didn’t? What resonated with you? Since 
one of our primary missions is to provide boat-
ing education, it behoves us to share our expe-
riences so that we can be the best we can pos-
sibly be at this task. 2020 was a year of many 
“firsts” for us, so there must be something you 
can share, so please do! 
And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter. 
If you have an amusing or humerous story 
about “learning a lesson”, we could all use a 
good chuckle. 
Please send your stories and ideas to to me: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Notice to Mariners – NY Canals 
NY Canal Corporation  
LOCK OPERATING SCHEDULE – LOCK E-23 
(BREWERTON) 
APRIL 29, 2021 – The New York State Canal 
Corporation today announced that Erie Canal 
Lock E-23 in Brewerton will operate 7:00 am to 
3:30 pm daily between Saturday, May 1st and 
Thursday, May 20th to support the Walleye and 
Northern Pike fishing season. 
On Friday May 21st, Lock E-23 will commence 
normal operating hours of 7:00 am to 10:00 
pm. 
Conditions permitting, all portions of the New 
York State Canal System are scheduled to open 
Friday, May 21, 2021, at 7:00 a.m. for the 2021 
navigation season. 
The Canal system is scheduled to close to nav-
igation on October 13, 2021. 
The Canal Corporation urges all users to regis-
ter to receive updates through the “Notice to 
Mariners” notification program 
at www.canals.ny.gov. 
For updates and information, please 
visit Canals.NY.gov or follow us on Facebook or 
Twitter 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
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Educational Opportunities in District 6 
Scheduling Note 
Please note that the dates and times for the 
courses listed herein are planned and not nec-
essarily definite. Because it was still unclear 
when New York State would “un-PAUSE” its re-
strictions on public gatherings, the dates here 
are necessarily fluid. What is important is that 
these classes will happen, and that you can still 
sign up for them if they interest you. The instruc-
tors of each class will keep you appraised of any 
schedule changes that become necessary. 
 
Inland Navigator 
America’s Boating Course 
Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron 
Next class begins May 8th, 2021. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman at: 
tbfreedm@gmail.com  
 
Iroquois Power & Sail Squadron 
Begins June 1st, 2021. Contact Mark Watkins 
(mkwatkins@frontiernet.net) for additional in-
formation, or the Webster Parks and Recreation 
Center to register. 
 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Multiple offerings in the coming months: 
• May 2021 in Geneva, NY. 
• July 2021 at the Watkins Glen Yacht Club 

in Watkins Glen, NY. 
• July 26-30, 2021 at the Hidden Valley 4-H 

Camp. (Registration limited to camp at-
tendees.) 

Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold (seo@abc-flx.org) 
for additional information or to register. 
 
Boat Handling 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Begins May 13th, 2021. Course will be in-per-
son and online. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
at: seo@abc-flx.org  
 

Marine Electrical Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Engine Maintenance 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Safe Powerboat Handling 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
July 31st, 2021 at the Sampson Marine State 
Park on Seneca Lake. Contact: SEO Charlie 
Fausold at: seo@abc-flx.org for details. BOC 
skill certification will be offered. 
 
How To Use A Chart 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How to Use a GPS 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Onboard Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Coastal Navigator 
Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting) 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Begins September 2021. Course will be in-per-
son and online. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
at: seo@abc-flx.org 
 
Marine Communication Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
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Seminars 
Tides 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Rules of the Road 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Anchoring 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
The Mariner’s Compass 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting) 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Navigation Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Radar for Boaters 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Cruising & Cruise Planning 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Emergencies On Board 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Radar 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Offshore Navigator 
Junior Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Computer Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Thunderstorms & Severe Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Other Classes & Seminars 
Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Sail Course 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Scheduled for Summer 2022. On-the-water for-
mat will be used. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
at: seo@abc-flx.org 
 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so we can publicize it here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
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2021 Spring Conference Recap
 By Dave Daniels D/6 Past Secretary

The recent conference in Corning was a face-to-
face event, including a remote access FreeCon-
ferenceCall (FCC) link, with provisions for so-
cial distancing. Based on comments by the at-
tendees, the conference was a big success and 
provided much important news about our or-
ganization. The intent of this column is to share 
this news with members that could not attend 
in person, or via the FCC link. 
The Spring Conference was called to order by 
D/C Nancy Bieber (Susquenango) at 0840. 
Invocation was performed by P/D/C Judy 
Swanson (Syracuse). 
Pledge of Allegiance was lead by host Cdr. 
James McGinnis (Finger Lakes Chapter). 
National Anthem was sung by Tess Freedman 
(Syracuse) & members. 
Roll Call was conducted by District Secretary 
D/Lt/C David Daniels (Susquenango). 
• All officers of the Bridge were present except 

for the Administrative Officer; 5 VOTES 
• Immediate P/D/C was present; 1 VOTE 
• Nominating Chair (counted in Immediate 

P/D/C), Auditing Committee Chair were 
present; 1 VOTE 

• Squadron Delegates present: 5 CDRs + 14 
delegates = 19 VOTES 

• P/D/C’s present; 3 VOTES 
• TOTAL = 29 delegates present; QUORUM 

REQUIRED = 14 
• QUORUM was present 
Parliamentarian was P/D/C Bill Herrick (Sus-
quenango) 
Introductions were made as follows: P/D/C’s 
by Jeff Freedman; Past DEO’s by Tom Alley; 
Life Members by Rick Hibbs 
The 2020 Fall Conference Minutes were ap-
proved and accepted as electronically distrib-
uted. 

Chief Commander’s Message: 
The Chief Commander’s representative was 
P/R/C Carl Filios, SN; the C/C’s message was 
provided by herself, C/C Mary Paige Abbott, in 
a narrated PowerPoint presentation. Narration 
follows: 
“I am Mary Paige Abbott, your Chief Com-
mander. I have some information to share with 
you today about where we’ve been and where 
we are headed.  
Last month we held our 108th National Annual 
Meeting virtually, the first non Face-to-Face 
meeting in 107 years. It proved to be a success 
due to the significant investment in time and 
effort by our member volunteers. That donated 
time equates to approximately 12,100 volun-
teer hours not including the Saturday AM!!! At-
tendance ranged from 100 people to more than 
435 at the sessions. The national meeting & 
events page has the recorded sessions to view; 
use for training, show at general membership 
meetings….use the information to your benefit. 
Two key points emerged during the Annual 
Meeting.  
1. Despite the extraordinary challenges con-

fronted in 2020 and negative forecasts, we 
made budget. We did so by being proactive, 
reducing headquarters’ staff and hours, 
eliminating most travel costs, and taking 
advantage of the Payroll Protection Program 
plus earning full forgiveness of that loan. 
And we did it because our squadrons stayed 
in contact with members which kept our re-
newal rates high. We also had support 
through fundraising initiatives, like “Giving 
Tuesday”. 

2. Online courses were moved to the forefront 
and sales doubled, which helped offset in 
part the loss in classroom educational 
sales.  
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What did we learn from 2020 … 
1. Business will not return to “as usual”. We 

learned to go day to day and situation to sit-
uation. Plans created the previous year or in 
the pipeline were modified in process. 

2. IT must be supported financially and as a 
cohesive unit. We need to invest in IT with 
a plan of action and leadership. 

3. Members who ran from learning new tech-
nologies discovered that it is necessary to 
communicate today with family, and espe-
cially, with grandchildren and friends dur-
ing COVID. 

4. Marketing communications and promotion 
must continue whether good or bad times. 
We must be visible in the boating world. 

5. To conduct a virtual meeting it is necessary 
to follow protocols similar to being on a ma-
rine radio. Be courteous and respect whom-
ever has the floor by muting oneself and not 
interrupting. 

6. “Pivot” is our catch-phrase . We must be 
flexible when conditions change. We can do 
this, we are boaters: we practice situational 
awareness and plot new courses when 
needed. 

2021 Board of Directors Focus: Membership Is 
Job One. 
COVID exposed the fact that Retention is criti-
cal to the entire organization. It also revealed, 
not surprisingly, that Squadrons are best at 
Engaging and Connecting with their members. 
Squadrons are essential for membership re-
newal.  
Our goal is to reduce the number of non-renew-
als by 15%. We want our squadrons to keep 
those members they have recruited and re-
tained. Research confirms members will renew 
if they and their squadron are active.  
• They want to… Learn to be better boaters. 
• They want to… Engage in On-the-Water ac-

tivities through organized existing programs 
available to squadrons as well as recreation-
ally. 

• They want to… Connect with other boaters 
through civic service and social activities. 

We have tools that support retaining and re-
cruiting members. Newest Tool is the America’s 
Boating Club APP.  
It is free and available to both members and 
non-members. Have you downloaded it yet? 
Please do and explore the content. It is awe-
some and new information is being added fre-
quently.  
Vessel Examiners – increase exposure of your 
squadron and its mission, provides a member 
the opportunity for involvement and civic ser-
vice. 
Another tool is Cooperative Charting which is 
COVID-friendly regarding social distancing ac-
tivity because it can be done individually or 
with family/friend groups. Plus, it is a benefit 
to the squadron as it provides a boating or in-
volvement activity.  
Educational Tools: 
1. Emergency Virtual Classroom = ABClub 

worked with NASBLA to develop an ap-
proved course that squadrons can teach 
while upholding COVID directives. Program 
is in effect through the end of year, NOTE 
that not all states are participating, do your 
research. There is lots of info on EDU Basic 
Public Education site for squadrons. 

2. Online Courses provide interested students 
choices as to when and where they want to 
learn, serves members in our largest squad-
ron – the Cyber Squadron, increases the 
student pool from which squadrons can re-
cruit members, price not an issue, comple-
ments F2F learning…some squadrons are 
reaching out and providing mentors to 
online students. Online courses are here to 
stay and should be embraced by everyone. 

3. Educational Fund is offering all squadrons 
a one time opportunity to receive free of 
charge up to 20 student manuals for ABC3. 
No shipping or handling charges either. 
Squadrons are in charge of how they want 
to use these manuals: offer a free course? 
BOGO? Sell them as they regularly would, 
or other. No restrictions. Use them! 

4. Other educational tools that help engage 
students while they learn also keep mem-
bers active. These include HOT, Jump Start, 
BOC and OTW training. 
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Join us in three dimensions this fall at our 
2021 Fall Conference and Governing Board 
Meeting. Plans are underway for sessions and 
activities all following social distancing proto-
cols and directives. We may be recording the 
sessions for later use. More to come as time 
passes and the health of our country continues 
to grow.  
In closing, please remember that we will perse-
vere. We are not in the “one and done” busi-
ness; we are boaters and we will plot new 
courses when conditions change. I leave you 
with two poems which have been around quite 
awhile yet we tend to concentrate on two lines. 
They are more thought-provoking in their en-
tirety.  
Together We Will Persevere 
Thank you for your time and attention today.” 
(end of narration by C/C Mary Paige Abbott) 
 
Following Mary Paige’s presentation, P/R/C 
Carl Filios stressed several points: 
• Download and use the new ABC app; it is 

great!! 
• There are 20-free ABC3 manuals available 

to help fill your first, and only your first, or-
der of ABC3 books. If your first order is for 
something less than 20, you may not come 
back later and claim the remainder!! 

• Go to the Fall Governing (Board) meeting in 
Raleigh if at all possible. Denise Filios out-
lined the tours and fun things being 
planned for the GB meeting.  

• FOLLOW UP TO COUNCIL: technical diffi-
culties with the new audio and projection 
system prevented questions from the 
FreeConferenceCall chat room being ad-
dressed. Carl answered several specific 
questions posed Friday evening by CDR Bob 
Bossett (Iroquois).  

• Carl also explained the technical difficulties 
in broadcasting the Fall GB presentations 
from the Raleigh hotel, namely hotel band-
width and multiple FCC login’s. 

 
Reports: access to all completed reports has 
been provided to the Bridge and all CDRs. 

Secretary Department Highlights – D/Lt/C David Daniels 
• District Historian report was presented; the 

formal D/6 submission to the USPS ar-
chives is being prepared: D/Lt Kathy Zam-
broski. Compliments were given to Roches-
ter and Swiftwater Squadrons for having 
their Historian Reports up to date. All His-
torian Reports must still be submitted using 
DB2000.  

• District Webmaster report was read and is 
on file: D/Lt/C Tom Alley, webmaster. 
Lots of progress has been made on the new 
D/6 website. It was announced that the new 
site will have the same URL as the current 
site (uspsd6.org) when it becomes active. 
The development version of the work-in-
process was demonstrated. During the 
demo most of the screens did not require a 
password, thus they are open screens for 
the public. There is also a password pro-
tected area within the new site and D/6 
members will have to establish an online ac-
count to gain access to it. Instructions to es-
tablish an account will be provided at a later 
date. 

• The Deep 6 Newsletter report was read and 
is on file: D/Lt/C Thomas Alley, editor. 
The Deep 6 schedule for the remainder of 
2021 is: 
o Winter Edition – February 2021 (com-

plete) 
o Spring Edition – May 2021 (theme will be 

“Voyaging & Adventure”, trips people 
have taken) 

o Summer Edition – August 2021 
o Fall Edition – November 2021 

 
The following awards were presented: 
Distinctive Performance for Publications 
Rochester   The Chart 
Seneca  The Drum 
Susquenango SeaChest  
Syracuse  The Erie Wanderer 
Utica   Bilgewater  
D/6   The Deep 6 
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Distinctive Performance for Websites 
Rochester Power Squadron 
St. Lawrence Sail & Power Squadron 
Seneca S&PS – Finger Lakes Chapter 
Susquenango Sail &Power Squadron 
Utica Sail & Power Squadron 
 

Treasurer Department Highlights – D/Lt/C James 
Sharpe 
• The District is solvent; the bottom lines for 

the checking account and CD investment 
account were reported. Interest from the ac-
counts is rolled over to the checking ac-
count. The Auditing Report was read by 
D/Lt Jim Sharpe and is on file in the D/6 
General File Cabinet (link above). 

• The proposed D/6 budget for 2021 – 2022 
was adopted and approved. This was a 
carry-over action item from the 2020 Fall 
Conference. Action item is now closed. 

 
District Educational Officer Highlights (DEO) – D/Lt/C 
Tom Alley 
At a prior conference, the ADEO, D/1st/Lt/C 
Les Smith, discussed Brianna’s Law. Since this 
is the start of a new boating season the effective 
dates based on date-of-birth (DOB) are re-
peated here as a reminder: 
• DOB on or after 5/01/1996 currently need 

a boating education certificate 
• DOB on or after 1993, law is effective in 

2020 
• DOB on or after 1988, law is effective in 

2022 
• DOB on or after 1983, law is effective in 

2023 
• DOB on or after 1978, law is effective in 

2024 
• Regardless of DOB, law is effective for eve-

rybody in 2025 
USPS members are exempt from Brianna’s 
Law. That is, a careful examination of NY legis-
lation S5685  and the brackets [ ] within 
the bill confirm this exemption.  
 

[Editor’s Note: The next section of the Dis-
trict Secretary’s notes repeated much of the 
information already presented in the DEO’s 
column in this newsletter, so it has been 
omitted in the interest of reducing redun-
dancy.] 

 

District Adminstrative Officer Highlights (DAO) – 
D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc 
Linda was not present due to personal situa-
tion; report presented by D/C Nancy Bieber) 
• Membership Report – Chair P/C Tom 

Dixon (One Year Period Ending March 31, 
2021; squadron details on file and have 
been distributed to CDRs). 

 
• Membership Involvement Report - Chair 

P/R/C Priscilla Clarke 
Focus: Membership Is Job 1 
USPS-ABC Virtual Annual Meeting: all VAM 
presentations are on the USPS web site; key 
membership involvement topics include: In-
volvement, Retention, Learning, Engage & Con-
nect.  
DAO Report – D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc 
• Sadly, no membership awards 
• From National AO, request that names of all 

non-renewals are sent to Squadron Com-
manders for follow-up – preferably with a 
personal, one-on-one phone call. Nationally 
there are 369 non-renewals. 

• Member comment (Jim McGinnis [Finger 
Lakes Chapter]): HQ should adopt an “auto” 
renewal process for dues; use a 3rd party 
such as PAY/PAL to auto bill.  

• Volunteer(s) needed: Chair of Squadron De-
velopment Committee is open. 

 

District Executive Officer Highlights (DXO) – D/Lt/C 
Rick Hibbs 
• There were many seminars from the Na-

tional Executive Department during the 
USPS-ABC Virtual Annual Meeting (VAM). 
Check them out on the National website un-
der Members Login and then the National 
Meetings page. Here is an overview: 
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• Vessel Safety Checks - “Vessel Safety Exam-
iner Workshop”  

• Marine Environment – “Environmental 
Stewardship in the Boating Environment 
Seminar. 

• America's Boating Club APP: How to Use the 
America's Boating Club App for Marketing 
Purposes. (17 min’s) Describes app and use 
in education and advertising. 

• Coop Charting – “Co-Op Charting Seminar. 
Getting Started” 

• The geodetic benchmark recovery program 
is gaining traction across USPS AND IS A 
GOOD ACTIVITY UNDER OUR CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES. IT WILL GET YOU OUT 
IN A SOCIALLY DISTANT WAY AND TAKE 
YOU TO NEW AND INTERESTING AREAS.  

• To learn more go to the Co-Op Charting site 
in the executive-department. 

Marketing Committee Open Meeting: 
§ (57min’s) What MARCOM is Doing That 

Could Help Your District/Squadron. 
Public Affairs Seminar: 
§ (63 min’s) Create Partnerships & Maintain 

Contacts with Local Business and Govern-
ment Agencies 

National Safe Boating Week – May 22-28, 
2021 
 

Commander’s Report Highlights (D/C) – D/C Nancy 
Bieber 
• Certificate of Appreciation: Ruben Isaacson 

(Rochester) for his many, many years of 
service to the District Conferences. 

• The D/C report was read and is on file in 
the D/6 General File Cabinet; highlights 
follow: 

• a moment of silence in memory of Ed Folts 
of the Syracuse Sail and Power Squadron 
who passed away on February 25, 2021. 

• VAM: on the National website, also look for 
the VAM Seat Packet in addition to the rec-
orded presentations. 

• ABC app. it can be used for float plans, 
weather, radar and so much more. It’s free 
for the public also, and you can let ABC 

students know they can use it. Even if they 
don’t join, America’s Boating Club will be 
in front of them whenever they use the app. 

• Covid Impact: Due to the pandemic I was 
not able to visit as many squadrons as I 
would have liked, and it has cut down on 
the social aspects of the District as well. 
Our last two conferences and several 
Bridge meetings were held virtually. At 
least, through virtual meetings, I had the 
pleasure of installing the Bridges for Roch-
ester, Syracuse, and Swiftwater this year. I 
also was able to install Susquenango’s 
Bridge in person. 

• Thanks to Bridgett Arieno & team and 
thanks to the Finger Lakes Chapter for 
hosting a super, face-to-face Spring Con-
ference here in Corning.  

• Thanks to a wonderful Bridge: Both Max-
ine Flagg and Jim Sharpe have served the 
Treasury well. Bridgett Arieno was a big 
help as Assistant Treasurer. Linda LaDuc 
responded quickly whenever I needed 
something from her. She met monthly with 
the National Administrative Officer via Free 
Conference Call. Rick Hibbs was my right 
hand man. I bounced ideas off him and he 
always gave me different aspects of every 
decision I had to make. Tom Alley has at-
tended all National Education meetings, 
held monthly meetings with the SEO’s, 
sharing with them his newly devised meth-
ods of holding classes and methods of 
teaching. Finally, Dave Daniels, what can 
I say about you? He has been a wealth of 
knowledge for me on almost any subject I 
presented to him. 

 
Election of 2021-2022 Officers:  
The meeting was turned over to the C/C rep 
Carl Filios to conduct the election. The 2020-
2021 Bridge was thanked for their service and 
dismissed, with the exception of the D/6 Sec-
retary, Dave Daniels. The proposed slate of of-
ficers for 2021-2022 was read by the Secretary. 
A motion was made by Maxine Flagg and 2nd by 
Paul Flagg to have the Secretary cast one vote 
in favor of the slate. The motion was approved 
unanimously. The Secretary indicated there 
have been no other nominations from the floor 
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and/or none brought to his office and then cast 
one vote for the nominees. The new 2021-2022 
Bridge was thus elected.  
 
Old Business:  
D/C Nancy Bieber stated that she will take the 
final steps for dissolution of St. Lawrence & 
Buffalo Squadrons. Dissolution of Lockport 
Squadron will be forwarded to the 2021-2022 
Bridge to handle. As a follow up action from the 
2020 Fall Conference, D/C Nancy will take the 
necessary steps to have the D/6 banner up-
dated to show “America’s Boating Club”.  
 
New Business:  
District Secretary D/Lt/C David Daniels pro-
vided a short report on the possibility for D/6 
to become a distribution “hub” for one of the 23 
Boating Skills Virtual Trainers. A detailed Pow-
erPoint presentation will be distributed to the 
D/6 Bridge and all Squadron Commanders on 
the logistics and responsibilities of becoming a 
hub. It is requested that the CDRs discuss this 

opportunity with their squadrons, and if possi-
ble, submit a plan to the D/6 Bridge.  
The 2021 Fall Conference is targeted for 
10/29/2021 – 10/30/2021 in Rochester. Ho-
tels are currently being contacted.  
Motion to adjourn by Linda Rought (Susque-
nango) and 2nd by Les Smith (Susquenango). 
The Spring Conference was adjourned at 1120. 
 
Note: From the Saturday evening banquet, rec-
orded here so as not to get lost:  
• Member of the Year Award: Tess Freedman 

(Syracuse) 
• Commander of the Year Award: CDR Mary 

Kucharek (Susquenango). 
 
D-Secretary references: audio recording of the 
meeting and personal notes. 

- P/R/C David Daniels, SN 
Assistant District Secretary 

° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
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Cruising the BVIs After Irma, Maria and COVID
 By Rick Hibbs, SN Rochester 

When last we cruised the British Virgin Islands, 
it was the end of April 2017. To get there, we 
flew from Rochester to St. Thomas and went by 
ferry boat to Road Town, Tortola, BVI. Much of 
the connections were coordinated by The Moor-
ings, our charter company. You may recall that 
that summer was record high water levels for 
Ontario and connecting bays and rivers. While 
we were complaining about that, two Category 
5 hurricanes (Irma, and two weeks later, Marie) 
came through the Caribbean Islands, including 
the BVI’s, in September. The photos we saw of 
our favorite places just visited were heartbreak-
ing scenes of devastation. Many restaurants 
and homes were just non-existent. While they 
were recovering, we vacationed in Aruba, and 
cruised in the Ionian Greek islands in 2018 and 
2019, respectively. 

 
Photo 3: A welcome sight! 

Getting Here Was NONE of the Fun!  
In midyear 2019, with BVI recovery efforts pro-
gressing, we booked another cruise with the 
Moorings for April 2020. The usual arrange-
ments were made, tickets were purchased, 
shore-based stays were booked, and we had 
our ferry boat passage booked. Then COVID 19 
hit, and the world came to a screeching halt. 
Our trip was able to be rescheduled for April 
2021. Except a few things had to be done dif-
ferently. There were several iterations, and re-
peated bookings had to be made. (Bridgett was 
ready to throw in the towel, but the money was 
spent!) Here’s the latest trip details, starting 
with the BVI Gateway process. 

BVI Gateway is an online application process 
through which we had to provide trip documen-
tation including: 
• Travel Insurance that included COVID 

health coverage 
• Documentation of arrangements for Gold 

Seal approved transportation from the air-
port to… 

• Gold Seal approved land accommodations 
for 5 nights and 4 days of quarantine on ar-
rival 

• Payment of $175 fee (per person) covering 
application process, Covid test on arrival at 
the airport, GPS tracker and tracking brace-
lets, and another Covid test on day four of 
the quarantine period. 

Once confirmed, which didn’t happen until the 
day before flight time, we had to fly into the 
BVI’s because ferry service was still unavailable 
as of our timeline. We were flying on Monday, 
April 12th, but limited ferry service had been 
pushed off to April 15th! That meant getting to 
San Juan, Puerto Rico in order to connect by 
air to Tortola (actually Beef Island International 
Airport) in a nine-passenger Cessna 402! We 
were ecstatic when we found our luggage had 
made it to San Juan and was all taken by the 
Cape Air counter. We boarded and had a 
smooth, noisy ride in the two-prop plane, land-
ing at Beef Island. We were hustled into a newly 
built (for Pandemic procedures) arrival building 
where we had a Covid test. 
Then out to retrieve our luggage, where Bridgett 
and Christine were told they had had to pull 
their bags off because the plane was over-
weight. We were told that their bags would be 
on the next flight, which wouldn’t be until next 
day because the last flight of the day had been 
cancelled! Our van driver, Eric, put us aboard 
for the ride to our villa in the Belmont Estates 
on the west end of Tortola. Before leaving us, 
he told us the day-4 test process, and said he’d 
pick us up Friday at 0745 to go to the hospital 
for another Covid test. The late luggage didn’t 
actually get to us until 1430 on Wednesday the 
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14th! I hesitate to tell you that the Cape Air ex-
perience cost us $586 apiece round trip instead 
of $90 ferry connections!  
Unable to leave the villa, which includes a pool, 
four bedrooms, laundry room, kitchen, great 
room, and air conditioning, we made the best 
of it! Groceries and adult beverages were deliv-
ered, and after three deliveries the original or-
ders were complete! I did bring my JN home-
work and sextant to try for some sights while 
cooped up. The five of us, Bridgett, Jeff and 
Christine Williams (also Squadron members), 
and Jeff’s brother, Kim, have spent time plan-
ning the boat trip, optimistic that we’ll test neg-
ative again and get sprung to pick up our boat 
at the Moorings on Saturday. I should point out 
that there are alternate ways to pass the quar-
antine, including going with your boat under 
yellow flag to a limited number of locations un-
til you pass quarantine. We found this to be the 
way many cruisers opted. 

 
Photo 4: Second day as D/C. 

 
Photo 5: In quarantine. Kim Williams, Bridgett Arieno, 
Chris & Jeff Williams. 

April 17th at 1230 we received email notifica-
tions that we were Covid-free! Off to get our 
boat, but first we had to stop by the closest Po-
lice Station to turn in our tracker and have the 
plastic bands cut off. By 1400 we were begin-
ning our load-in, boat check-in and were ready 
to go; but first we had to top up the larger of 
two water tanks. The Moorings had not disap-
pointed us in 5 previous charters (monohulls, 
catamarans, BVI’s and Greece). We assume the 
combined impact of two hurricanes and the 
Covid shut down took its toll on their efficiency! 

 
Photo 6: Beneteau 46.3 Naomi. 
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Photo 7: Lt/C Jeff & Lt Chris below decks. 

We left dock at the Moorings base at 1630 and 
motored to Cooper Island where we secured to 
a mooring ball by 1730. The Cooper Island 
Beach Club has been one of our favorite places 
for dinner and drinks ashore and a visit to the 
Rum Bar. Alas, the Rum Bar is gone and the 
Beach Club was closing down from their lunch 
service. No dinner, no Pain Killers or Pina Co-
ladas! This was our first disappointment. 

 
Photo 8: Paradise Club, Cane Garden Bay. 

After the hurricane destruction of 2017, things 
were getting back until the Covid shutdown. 
The state of things as we experienced them this 
year is businesses can’t afford to stay open 
seven days a week, so each picks their days of 
operation and what services they can provide. 
The islands and seas are still beautiful and re-
mind me of the first time I chartered (’78 or ’79) 

as to how few boats are around. Plenty of moor-
ing balls available, unlike the last couple of 
trips! 
So here are the highlights of BVI 2021: 
Masks on to enter any restaurant, shop or 
other store, until you are seated; servers and 
shop staff all wear masks. 

 
Photo 9: Leverick Bay Hotel & Restaurant. 

 
Photo 10: White Bay, home of the Soggy Dollar Bar. 

Great sail from Cooper Island to Virgin Gorda 
Sound! Leverick Bay Hotel Bar & Restaurant 



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 24 of 37  The Deep 6 

were open. Dinner and drinks were everything 
we could have hoped for! 

 
Photo 11: Foxy’s in Great Harbour, Jost Van Dyke. 

Great sail to Jost Van Dyke from Gorda Sound 
over the north side of Tortola. Heard that Foxy’s 
Taboo was open again, but we missed their 
Grand Opening by one day! Next morning, we 
headed around to Great Harbor, where we had 
no trouble finding an open mooring ball, but 
had great difficulty picking it up due to unusu-
ally strong and gusty winds! Made it to shore to 
find Foxy’s was minimally changed from our 
last visit, though NOT crowded! Atasha made 
us the best round of Pain Killers in the islands! 
Moved on for lunch at Corsair’s; but found 
them closed. Found a new place, The Tipsy 
Shark operated by Rene Singh. Food was so 
good, and the hour late enough we decided to 
skip dinner! With no crowds, we were able to 
chat at length with Rene, and hear about living 
through the hurricanes! 

 
Photo 12: The Bills Mafia made it to Foxy's! 

 
Photo 13: New friends on beach at Soggy Dollar. 

Next morning, we moved around the west point 
of Great Harbor and into White Bay, to visit The 
Soggy Dollar for Pain Killers (where they were 
invented!) and lunch. We met two couples (all 
young medical professionals) and I traded a 
picture of them in beach chairs (with my email 
address) for a video of us leaving the beach by 
dinghy in a bit of surf that had blown up! We 
waved to our friends on the cat, thanking them 
for the video we were sure would be hilarious! 
We slipped the mooring ball, headed back out 
the channel and powered directly into a strong 
wind that had come up, amid darkening skies, 
and made it to a mooring ball in Cane Garden 
Bay just ahead of a rain squall! Having figured 
out how to turn on the bow thruster, we made 
a potentially difficult mooring pickup look easy!  

 
Photo 14: White Bay, Jost Van Dyke. 

The next morning, we wandered ashore looking 
at the hurricane ravages. We were disappointed 
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to find out that Myett’s restaurant had been re-
opened under the Pusser’s brand, but Pusser’s 
decided not to renew. Myett’s were still waiting 
for a new liquor license to reopen. We walked 
along the beach to the Indigo House, where we 
had spent a week in 2017. Destroyed by Irma, 
it has been rebuilt on the same footprint, but 
as a “speak easy” on the beach! Only open from 
3 to 10, we started walking back along the road 
to see what had changed. We were lucky to run 
into a local woman doing some garden work at 
another villa we had stayed at, and she pro-
vided us with an account of a lot that had hap-
pened since we were there! A new little place 
called Banana’s was open, so we lunched on 
upscale island appetizers. Continuing back to 
Myett’s, we shopped at the relocated Olivia’s, 
run by Valerie (who also operated the Indigo 
House). We finally got some beach time at Par-
adise Restaurant, and after verifying they were 
serving dinner, we made reservations for seven. 
We made a supply stop at Bobby’s Grocery be-
fore returning to Naomi. The new Indigo House 
Speak Easy was open for cocktails and a beau-
tiful sunset! Then we headed for Paradise and 
were seated for dinner. Great food!! 

 
Photo 15: Sunset from Indigo House looking west to 
Jost Van Dyke. 

Friday morning, we left under jib and power to 
head nearly into the wind to get to Norman Is-
land, often reported to be the island referenced 
in “Treasure Island”. I have no proof, but it 
makes a good story! After picking up a mooring 
ball in the bight, Bridgett and I dinghied 
around to “the caves” so I could snorkel. The 
coral reefs also took a beating from Irma and 
are just coming back. Not as colorful as I’ve pre-
viously seen, but with enough colorful reef fish 

to make it worth the struggle to get back into 
the dinghy! We all dinghied into the Pirate’s 
Bight restaurant. Jeff, Chris, and I had to have 
two Mt Gay rum drinks to qualify for Mt Gay 
Regatta hats! (They were left over from the 2019 
BVI Spring Regatta!) 

 
Photo 16: Snorkeling at Norman Island. 

 
Photo 17: Snorkeling at Norman Island. 

It being Rick’s Birthday Eve (Fri 4/23) and our 
last night aboard Naomi, a visit to the Willy T 
(now in about its 4th generation) for nightcaps, 
music, and watching tarpon off the stern in the 
underwater lighting. Met up again with the 
crew of Sun Runner III (a big catamaran). We 
had been moored near them in Manchineel Bay 
earlier in the week when they received their 
clearance!! This was their second visit to the 
Willy T, and we heard about the “new” Willy T 
challenge: jump off the upper deck and get a 
“tattoo”! This hearkens back to the old days 
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when any girl jumping off the upper deck (top-
less!) got a free T-shirt. Times and challenges 
change!! The temporary anchor tattoo is way 
cheaper than a t-shirt! Nudity is still encour-
aged of course, but not rigidly enforced! After a 
noisy threesome jumped off, I decided it was 
time for me to give it a try! Jeff stayed on the 
main deck to video the feat, and Bridgett went 
up to hold my beer; and my shirt, and it’s ru-
mored she also kept my jean shorts dry. In I 
went, to cheers from all the crowd on the main 
deck! Thus ended my last night of age 73, and 
our last night aboard Naomi! 
It’s now the morning of my birthday, 4/24, and 
we have to return the boat by noon. So, a hur-
ried breakfast is followed by some hasty pack-
ing and we slip the mooring ball at 1030. We 
crossed over the Drake Channel to Road Har-
bor following a cruising catamaran, also 
headed to Moorings. Arriving at 1140, we were 
told to bring the boat in backwards down a fair-
way and back into slip B28, with fenders on the 
port side. Though I had practiced backing in 
preparation for Mediterranean mooring in 
Greece, this was the first time I actually had to 
do it! Fortunately, we made a nice uneventful 
docking maneuver with help from a shoreside 
Moorings hand to position us deep in the slip 
and directed us on how he wanted us tied up. 
Exciting finish to a fun cruise! 
Final observations: 
• The BVI’s are still beautiful and a great 

place to go cruising 

• The people are resilient and friendly 
• The establishments continue to rebuild; 

new ones pop up 
• Recovering from the hurricanes has been 

slowed by Covid restrictions. 
• Things are opening up, and access eased 

with vaccinations 
• We’re hopeful the BVI’s will continue to re-

cover, and the more that cruisers go there, 
the faster that will happen 

We’ll go again! 
- Rick 

Commander, D/6 

 
Photo 18: D/C Rick and D/Lt Bridgett. Note dinghy 
cord around neck to prevent theft. [Of the dinghy or 
of Rick? -Ed.] 
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Preparing for the “Big One”
 By Tom Alley ABC-Finger Lakes Chapter 

 
Whether we admit to it or not, we all have our 
“bucket list” – goals we aspire to before our al-
lotted time in this life runs out. For some this 
is a formal list. For others, perhaps it’s just a 
desire to experience something when opportu-
nities arise.  
I readily confess to the degree of vanity it takes 
to having a somewhat-formal bucket list. It’s 
formal because it is very well defined. It’s infor-
mal because it’s not written down anywhere, 
but that’s because there’s only a single item on 
it at the moment.  

I want to skipper my own boat on a bona-fide 
ocean voyage, go someplace relatively “ex-
otic”, come back home, and do it using celes-
tial navigation. 

OK, I admit that’s a bit nerdish, but hey, I’ve 
been teaching this stuff for over two decades 
and I’d like to be able to say that I’ve actually 
used it, not just for fun, but also when it 
counted. 
About three and a half years ago a venue for 
this goal presented itself. I was flipping through 
an issue of Ocean Navigator magazine and 
came across a short story about a 32-foot sail-
boat that had just won the celestial division of 
the 2017 Marion to Bermuda Race. Looking at 
the boat, she appeared similar to mine. “Why 
can’t I do that?” was the question that immedi-
ately came to mind. 
Not long after that, I was having a few beers 
with my crew (What could possibly go wrong in 
this scenario?) and I shared the article with 
them. By the time the gathering was over (and 

the beer consumed), the decision had been 
made to enter the race. 
 
Research Phase 
The next few weeks were spent surfing the In-
ternet and collecting as much information 
about the race as I could find. The prerequisites 
were a bit daunting, but not impossible. I 
learned that the race had a formal mentoring 
program for first-time sailors interested in com-
peting in the race. After a few more weeks of 
research and some emails to race organizers, I 
was paired up with my mentor and he started 
to provide me with hints and advice on how to 
prepare for the race in 2021. 
Eventually, I reduced everything to a checklist 
with items that had to be purchased, capabili-
ties that had to be present on my boat, and 
skills or training that was required for myself 
and my crew. It was frightening because the 
list, typewritten, was eight pages long! 
As the saying goes, a trip of 1,000 miles (or in 
this case, about 2,400 nm) begins with a single 
step. I got to work. The logistics alone make 
prior trips seem like childsplay! 
 
Prepping – The Sailor’s Way 
The boat projects started. Everything had to be 
“hardened” to withstand the rigors of the open 
ocean. Hatches, doors, and access panels 
throughout the boat had to be able to be se-
cured so they would not open, whether the boat 
was upright or inverted. Lockers needed to be 
configured such that their contents would re-
main contained. Boat systems had to be re-
viewed and, where appropriate, upgraded to 
improve their reliability and robustness. 
Boats, it is rightly said, are a conglomeration of 
compromises. This became obvious from the 
outset. Having an unlimited budget would 
probably have made many of the decisions 
much easier. However, writing monthly tuition 
checks for two children introduced another 
level of complexity to the undertaking. Every 



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 28 of 37  The Deep 6 

item on the list had to be classified as a “want” 
or a true “need”. 
Along the way the boat’s entire plumbing sys-
tem was replaced. After that, the electrical sys-
tem received its own overhaul. Converting from 
gasoline to diesel propulsion had been accom-
plished a few years earlier, so at least that was 
out of the way. The galley got an overhaul to 
upgrade cooking capabilities. More winches 
were added in the cockpit to ease crew conges-
tion during racing and to improve versatility 
when cruising. The communication systems on 
board were upgraded and expanded.  
Along the way there were some discoveries and 
unplanned detours. A rotting stringer resulted 
in the cabin sole being replaced in the forward 
half of the boat. A half-century of wear on the 
mainsail track triggered an overhaul of the 
mast and mainsail handling systems. Some 
previously unseen damage from a near-dis-
masting a few years ago triggered more repairs 
to a bulkhead, chainplate, and the standing 
rigging. Water ingress to areas of the deck re-
sulted in several sections getting re-cored. 
There was more, and these few paragraphs 
don’t do justice to the effort and time involved. 
 

Prepping – It’s Not Just the Boat 
The skipper and crew required preparations as 
well. First aid training was acquired and com-
pleted. CPR and AED training were sought out 
as well, along with certifications in fire extin-
guisher use. One crew member obtained an 
amateur radio license so that at least two of us 
could operate the SSB radio. Two of my crew 
signed up for celestial navigation courses so 
that we have skill redundancy in that area as 
well, and half of us have completed sanctioned 
Offshore Safety at Sea training as of this writing 
(a race requirement for the Skipper, Navigator, 
and at least 30% of the crew).  
The good news is that all of us can cook to a 
degree sufficient to avoid mutinies over the 
menu, and we’ve all sailed together enough to 
know we can withstand one another’s company 
in close quarters for the duration of this voyage. 
 

Cruise Planning – The Ultimate Test 
For those of you who have taken the Cruising 
and Cruise Planning (CCP) course, you proba-
bly remember some of the exercises you were 
asked to do. I can say with confidence, how-
ever, that anything you had to do for that class 
is nothing compared to figuring out the logistics 
for a trip of this magnitude. 
While the trip from Marion, Massachusetts to 
Bermuda is relatively straightforward, getting 
there (and back) is not, especially when you’re 
starting from a place like Watkins Glen, New 
York. In fact, the trip from Watkins Glen to 
Marion (~580 nm) is almost as far as Marion to 
Bermuda (645 nm). 
For starters, one will have to traverse the Erie 
Canal. While the navigation is simple, the logis-
tics are not. The canals are not open year-
round and, when they are, they are only navi-
gable during the day. Navigation aids are not 
lighted and many of the locks only operate dur-
ing business hours. (And not necessarily the 
same business hours from lock to lock!) In ad-
dition, the canals can be closed by adverse 
weather – specifically excessive rainfall – as has 
happened multiple times in the past five years. 
The addition of COVID-19 to the mix changed 
things even more. Deferred maintenance due to 
New York lockdowns resulted in frequent me-
chanical issues in 2020 that resulted in lock 
closures with little or no notice. 
With the race beginning in mid-June, our boat 
needs to be in Marion by Memorial Day (end of 
May), meaning we would have to leave Watkins 
Glen at least a week earlier. Since the canals do 
not open before mid-May (in years when the 
weather cooperates), that doesn’t leave a lot of 
leeway for things to go wrong. This meant we 
had to move the boat the preceeding fall to 
some point beyond the canals. Well, that meant 
finding a place to haul out and store for an up-
state New York winter! 
Oh, and the Hudson River is tidal below the 
Federal Lock in Troy, NY, meaning that the wa-
ter level changes by about 5 feet every 6 hours. 
Many of the marinas have depth restrictions 
and getting hauled out can only be done at high 
tide in many locations. Details, details! 
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You see how simple things get complicated in a 
hurry? 
From the Hudson River to Buzzards Bay also 
promises to be interesting. We’ll be seeing 
places like Hell’s Gate, The Race, Long Island 
Sound, and get the full experience of dealing 
with a fair amount of commercial traffic, 
weather, and some tides with notorious repu-
tations. (This portion of the trip should be oc-
curring not long after you read this article.) 
What probably made me say “Wow!” the most 
was the realization that, upon finishing the 
race in Bermuda, we’ll just be halfway through 
our trip. We’ll have to do it all again to get back 
home.  
That’s just the trip. There’s also a crew, which 
means they will bring clothes (for warm 
weather in Bermuda and cold weather in Buz-
zard’s Bay and wet weather in the Gulf Stream) 
and will need food and drink to be sustained. 
Let’s see, do we store the canned vegetables 
with the spare alternator or with the toilet pa-
per? Suddenly, a 35-foot sailboat starts to feel 
really, really small! 
 
Anticipating the Race Itself 
The race will pose its own challenges. First, it 
will be an open-water voyage and we’ll be on 
our own and left to our own resources. What 
if…? What if…? All scenarios need to be consid-
ered and, where possible, anticipated. 
While celestial navigation will be the advertised 
focus of the race, there will be a fair amount of 
piloting involved, too. Not only will we be deal-
ing with tides, but we’ll be also crossing the 

Gulf Stream, which has its own reputation for 
being difficult at times. Aside from the squalls 
caused by the warmer water hitting cooler air, 
there is the current itself which could either 
help or hinder to the tune of up to 4 knots. 
Plus, the Stream moves around… And there are 
eddies… 
No pressure, right? 
 
Some Final Musings 
As I write this, I’m just a little under 3 weeks 
away from relaunching on the Hudson River 
and there are still a number of things left to do 
to prepare the boat. Our delivery to Marion will 
essentially be our final shakedown as we begin 
to test systems and crew, tune and optimize all 
the new equipment and build familiarity with it 
and focus on some creature comforts to make 
life more comfortable and fun. After all, the race 
will be just 25% of this entire voyage. 
Early on in this process, my mentor told me 
that “two thirds of the race is just getting to the 
starting line.”  
I think he was being optimistic. 
So, stay tuned and follow the adventures of the 
sloop Tomfoolery, and her crew. With luck and 
good fortune, and a little more hard work, we 
will be at the starting line in about 6 weeks. 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
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My First Boat Sank!
 By Robert Charron Syracuse 

Propylea - A metaphor for life’s transitions and 
a Gateway to Manatoana, a North American Ar-
cadia. 

In ancient Greece, a Propylea was an inter-
mediate structure symbolizing one’s transi-
tion from a secular domain to a spiritual 
site consisting of temples and monuments 
built on an acropolis, or mountain top, 
overlooking the city. The Propylea served 
as a metaphor for a personal journey from 
a worldly domain to a transcendent realm. 
Likewise, native Americans who visited the 
Thousand Islands to fish and hunt during 
the summer held a special reverence for the 
region; they referred to this hallowed area 
as Manatoana or Garden of the Great 
Spirit. 

My personal propylean event in the Thousand 
Islands occurred during the summer of 1953. I 
was eight years old when our family took a boat 
tour from Alexandria Bay. I vividly recall my 

first glimpse of George Pullman’s Castle Rest. 
The rustic five-story stone tower was a thrilling 
spectacle as it loomed above the treetops. I re-
call asking my dad, “Who lives here, and what 
do they do?” I decided I needed to be free from 
my land-bound existence. The River beckoned, 
and I needed a boat! 
The following summer, a playmate brought a 
load of scrap lumber on his Radio Flyer wagon 
to the sandbox next to our house. Discussing 
what to build, we pondered the options. A boat, 
of course! After some discussion and drawing a 
sketch with a stick in the sandbox, we built our 
first boat - it sank within 20 seconds of being 
launched! 

 
Undaunted, several years later, I acquired a 
fourteen-foot runabout with savings from a 
newspaper route. The boat was lost in a 1963 
fire while in winter storage at a local marina. 
This was during my first semester at Syracuse 
University. When the insurance check arrived, 
my dad saw a perfect match to cover my sec-
ond-semester tuition and expenses - and that 
was the end of my boating.  

Photo 20: George Pullman's Castle Rest. 

Photo 19: Sand box drawing of our boat to be built... 
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Photo 21: BJ Translucent Orange Pekoe's Tender. 

"BJ Translucent" Orange Pekoe's Tender 
Nearly twenty years later, the dream was still 
alive, and I rescued a 1952 fifteen-foot Lyman 
from someone who was going to burn it. (If he 
had, he would have saved me a lot of toil and 
trouble!) I paid the grand sum of $75 for the 
boat and another $75 for a 25 hp. Evinrude 
motor of the same vintage. More than four dec-
ades later, I still have the boat and motor! 

 
Photo 22: Orange Pekoe, which we bought in 1997. 

Orange Pekoe, which we bought in 1997 
But once you build a boat and it sinks... you 
are always looking for one more. That boat 
came in the 1997 when we bought ORANGE 
PEKOE. As a member of the Syracuse Sail and 
Power Squadron, we joined many others who 
made the Thousand Islands and the St. Law-
rence River our sailing waters.  
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Figure 1: Page from the 2014 The Erie Wanderer, Or-
ange Pekoe's skipper, Robert Charron and Fritz Hager, 
of the Antique Boat Museum. 

Page from the 2014 The Erie Wanderer, Orange 
Pekoe's skipper, Robert Charron and Fritz 
Hager, of the Antique Boat Museum 
 
In 2014 I was persuaded to enter my Corvette 
into the 50th Antique Boat Museum Annual 
Boat Show competition. We won! "Outstanding 
Restored Classic Sailboat with Auxiliary 
Power." Only 167 Corvettes were built between 
1965 and 1971, with most found on the Great 
Lakes, the Bay of Quinte, and the St. Lawrence 
River. I have the article announcing the award 
which records that the original drawings, along 
with other C+C designs, are in the archives of 
the Marine Museum of the Great Lakes at King-
ston, ON. The article also explains that the Cor-
vette name has nothing to do with the car. They 
are named for the fast and maneuverable gun-
boats in the British Royal Navy in the 1800’s. 
Later, “Corvettes” were the escort ships for the 
Atlantic convoys, during WW II. 

 
Photo 23: Orange Pekoe on a Parks Canada mooring 
at Camelot Island. 

 

 
Photo 24: Orange Pekoe at Stovin Island in the Brock-
ville Narrows. 

The C&C Corvette is important in Canadian 
maritime history. Rob Mazza wrote in the May 
2015 edition of Ontario Sailor Magazine, that in 
the winter of 1966-67, Gord Stonehouse en-
tered Corvette hull number 3, Electra, in the 
Southern Ocean Racing Conference (SORC), a 
series of races for large sailboats in Florida. 
Stonehouse persuaded designer George Cuth-
bertson of Cuthbertson & Cassian, Ian Morch, 
Corvette builder, from Belleville Marine in 
Belleville, Ontario, Canadian Int'l 14' dinghy 
and Olympic sailors, Bruce Kirby, and boat 
builder George Hinterhoeller to join him. 
Electra won first place in her class in the Mi-
ami – Nassau Race and continued to win high 
honors in other SORC races. This was the same 
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series of races in which the Cuthbertson & Cas-
sian designed custom 40-foot Red Jacket, built 
by Erich Bruckmann, would go on to win over-
all honors. Based on the Corvette’s and Red 
Jacket's success in the SORC, in 1969, Cuth-
bertson & Cassian, Bruckmann, Morch, and 
George Hinterhoeller would amalgamate their 
four companies in the creation C&C Yachts. 
C&C Yachts went on to become a dominant 
player in both custom and production fiber-
glass sailboat building in North America. You 
could argue, with three of the four founding 
members sailing on Electra, that the genesis 
C&C Yachts took place on a Corvette. 
Despite their age, Corvettes still take top hon-
ors on the racecourse. In addition, the classic 
keel/centerboard design makes it an ideal fam-
ily cruiser for exploring the numerous shallow 
anchorages in the Thousand Islands. 
Yes, I found the perfect boat for sailing among 
the Thousand Islands. An old mariner once 
said, “Sailing these boats is better than dream-
ing.” 

- Robert 

° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Robert Charron’s passion for boats is equaled 
by his enthusiasm for historic architecture. He is 
a graduate of the Syracuse University School of 
Architecture and a licensed architect. Since 
1980, he has served as Assistant Professor at 
the Onondaga Community College Department 
of Architecture and Interior Design. Paul Malo 
was his academic advisor at Syracuse, and they 
collaborated on numerous Thousand Islands 
projects until Paul’s death in 2008. Robert is a 
trustee of the Alexandria Township Historical 
Society and a member of numerous north coun-
try boating and historical organizations includ-
ing the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton. He is 
currently working with Trude Fitelson of TI Park 
on a Preservation League of New York State 
grant to the ABM to survey and nominate his-
toric sites in the Thousand Islands to the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 
Posted in: Volume 16, Issue 2, February 
2021, Sports 
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What Do AM and PM Stand For?
 By Meghan Jones Reprinted with permission from RD.com 

Photo by II.STUDIO/SHUTTERSTOCK. 

We use these abbreviations all the time, but do 
we actually know what they mean? 
Many of the English words and expressions we 
use daily can trace their origins back to Latin, 
and this is true for some of the English lan-
guage’s more perplexing abbreviations. “Lb,” 
the seemingly out-of-the-blue abbreviation for 
“pounds,” comes from the Latin phrase “Libra 
pondo.” “No.” as an abbreviation for the decid-
edly O-less word “number” comes from the 
Latin “numero.” And, if you’ve ever wondered, 
“What do AM and PM stand for?” look no fur-
ther: These common abbreviations come from 
Latin too. Find out where other common abbre-
viations you use all the time come from as well. 
(https://www.rd.com/article/where-
abbreviations-came-from/)  
 
What do AM and PM stand for? 
In the United States and several other English-
speaking countries, we use these abbreviations 
all the time. The correct use of them makes or 
breaks our alarm-clock settings. And yet many 
people can’t correctly answer the question 
“What do AM and PM stand for?” 

Well, if you’re one of those people, wonder no 
more. “AM” stands for “ante meridiem.” The 
Latin phrase “ante meridiem” means “before 
noon” or “before midday.” That’s why, in the 12-
hour system, all times from midnight onward 
use this designation. PM stands for “post me-
ridiem,” meaning “after noon” or “after mid-
day,” and as such applies to the times from 
noon onward. The Latin word “post” has also 
made its way into our language on its own, syn-
onymous with “after.” To unlock some more 
time mysteries, find out why we have daylight 
saving time. 
(https://www.rd.com/article/why-we-have-
daylight-saving-time/)  
 

What about noon and midnight? 
One of the most confusing aspects of the AM-
PM system, once you’ve answered the question 
“What do AM and PM mean,” is how it accounts 
for midnight and midday. The confusion that 
can arise from having two of every “o’clock” a 
day is definitely a solid argument in favor of us-
ing military time. So, in the 12-hour system, 
which 12:00 is which? 
Technically, 12:00 at night, which we know as 
“12 AM,” is exactly 12 hours after the previous 
noon and before the coming noon, so does it 
count as “before” noon or “after” it? And, of 
course, 12:00 PM is noon, so it may seem silly 
to designate it “before” or “after.” English-
speaking countries parse it out by using “12:00 
AM” to refer to midnight, since midnight starts 
the new day, so it can be considered “before 
noon” of the same day. Not to mention it would 
probably be even more confusing if time went 
from 12:00 PM to 12:01 AM. So noon then be-
comes 12 PM by default. 
Though, if you’re deeply linguistically opposed 
to calling “noon” “after noon,” there’s actually 
another Latin abbreviation you can use. The 
AM/PM system actually does have a specific 
abbreviation for noon — just the letter “M,” 
short for “meridiem,” which would come after 
“12” and only refer to noon. Haven’t heard of it? 
Well, for better or worse, the “12 M” designation 
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for “noon” is quite rare and has been pretty 
much lost to antiquity. If the answer to the 
question “What do AM and PM mean” surprised 
you, find out the true meanings of 31 common 
acronyms you never knew. 
(https://www.rd.com/list/common-
acronyms/) 

- Meghan 
 
Originally Published: July 01, 2019 
Updated: August 20, 2020 
This article was published at: 
https://www.rd.com/article/what-does-am-
and-pm-stand-for/ 

and is reprinted here with permission. Many 
thanks to Reader’s Digest, Trusted Media 
Brands, and of course Meghan Jones for allow-
ing us to share this content! 

° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Meghan Jones is a Staff Writer 
for RD.com who has been 
writing since before she could 
write. She graduated from Mar-
ist College with a Bachelor of 
Arts in English and has been 
writing for Reader's Digest 

since 2017. In spring 2017, her creative nonfic-
tion piece "Anticipation" was published in An-
gles literary magazine. She is a proud Hufflepuff 
and member of Team Cap. 
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt/C Tom Alley, SN 

 Distractions 
It’s been a busy time, 
so I haven’t spent a 
lot of time writing 
my editorial col-
umns for the vari-
ous newsletters I 
edit. Instead, I’ve 
been authoring to-

do lists in prepara-
tion for entering the Marion-Bermuda Race in 
just a few more weeks. It’s a very different ex-
perience to be prepping a boat that is being 
stored 200 miles away as opposed to being a 
20-minute drive to the local marina. Since the 
race has been all-consuming, I’ll just lapse into 
that topic… 
 

Bermuda Update 
It’s crunch time! By the time you read this, we 
will be less than three weeks away from re-
launching Tomfoolery and embarking on the fi-
nal leg of her delivery to Marion, MA. This leg 
will be a 300 nm shakedown cruise as we travel 
down the Hudson River, around New York City, 
up the East River and along the length of Long 
Island Sound to Buzzards Bay and the Beverly 
Yacht Club in Marion. The waters feel familiar, 
especially after all of those plotting exercises in 
P and AP on the “1210Tr” chart of the area we 
are headed toward. This time, however, it will 
be real. 
Coming from the Finger and Great Lakes, none 
of us are used to dealing with tides, and here 

we’ll be sailing through The Race and Hell’s 
Gate, two of the relatively famous (infamous?) 
bodies of water on the East Coast known for 
their notorious tidal currents. I’m sure the 
word “interesting” will be used more than once 
to describe our experience.(Hopefully, without 
the use of too many “sentence enhancers” or 
technical nautical terms.) 
Once more, I’m extremely grateful to the Power 
Squadron for all the offers of assistance my 
race team has received. Not only is the entire 
crew composed of members of the Finger Lakes 
Chapter, but our shore-side support team of 
volunteers is also made up entirely of members 
from various squadrons from across District 6. 
It’s a wonderful demonstration of the comara-
darie we have in this organization and I’m hum-
bled by the number of people who have a gen-
uine interest in the adventure we’re embarking 
upon. Thank you all! 
Unfortunately, this column will need to end 
here. Time continues is passage and there re-
mains much to do. In fact, the next issue of this 
newsletter will come out shortly after we are 
due to return. Wow! That really isn’t very much 
time at all. 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2021 
May 
1 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date (D6) 
22-28 Safe Boating Week 
 
June 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
July 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
30-8/1  Finger Lakes Weekend Rendezvous, 

Sampson State Marine Park, Seneca 
Lake. (Finger Lakes Chapter) 

 
August 
1 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Back to School. (D6) 
6-8 D/6 Summer Rendezvous, Port of Roch-

ester. (D6) 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 
 

September 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 
 
October 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
29-31 D/6 Fall Council & Conference, Roches-

ter, NY. (D6) 
 

November 
11 Deadline for The Deep 6 news updates 

from Council/Conference meetings. 
17 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

(D6) 
 
December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2022 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

February 
1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. (D6) 
6-13 Annual Meeting, Ponte Vedra, FL. (Na-

tional) 
 

March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 

April 
TBA D/6 Spring Council & Conference, Corn-

ing, NY. (D6) 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


