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2021 Spring Conference Information 

As this issue went to press, some infor-

mation about the District 6 Spring Confer-

ence was still being finalized and it didn’t 

make it into this issue of The Deep 6. 

Rest assured that as soon as registration in-

formation is available, it will be sent to you 

in a separate document. 
-Editor 
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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Nancy Bieber, P

COVID-19 has made 
2020 a trying year for 
most of the squadrons, 
but it has also pre-
sented some opportu-
nities for us. We have 
experienced challenges 
and successes that we 
didn’t know we were 
capable of. During the 
tough times of 2020 
we learned how to hold 

meetings and classes virtually and 
grew our skill sets. We had virtual cocktail par-
ties, recruited new students from our own vir-
tual classes as well as the online classes, and 
participated in the Governing Board meetings 
virtually.  
Now that the vaccine is available, I hope every-
one is able to get it before the Spring Confer-
ence and COW. It will be hosted by the Finger 
Lakes folks in Corning from 9 April 2021 to 11 
April 2021. Conference Committee Chair, 
Bridgett Arieno will be sending further infor-
mation and a registration form in a separate 
message soon. 
 I’m looking forward to seeing our members in 
person again after having to hold the past two 
conferences virtually. Hope to see you there. 
The 2021 Annual Meeting will be conducted 
virtually. This is an opportunity for members 
who do not usually get to experience a National 
Meeting, as well as, to attend without any travel 
expense. It will run from 15 February 2021 
through 26 February 2021 with numerous 
seminars and meetings. There is something for 
everyone, and you are all invited to attend any 
or all meetings. Reservations are not needed ex-
cept for the Instructor Recertification Seminar 

being held on Tuesday, 25 February 2021 at 
1100. Of special interest to everyone is the Key-
note Speaker, Captain Nori Ann Reed, USN, Re-
tired. She was Captain of the USS Detroit that 
was moored across from the World Trade Cen-
ter on that fateful date of 9/11. She will relate 
how her crew heroically rallied around and got 
the ship underway. While this was a sad day, 
her talk is not! 
Treasurers can attend a seminar with all the 
information you need on why and how to com-
plete the IRS Form 990. Secretaries will be es-
pecially interested in Life After DB2000, which 
is in the process of being replaced. Of special 
interest to Administrative Officers are seminars 
on Membership, Retention, and Training. The 
Executive Officers may learn a lot from the ABC 
App and Virtual Meetings Bootcamp presenta-
tions. All of the seminars will be useful for Com-
manders – choose wisely with whatever topic is 
appropriate for your squadron. There is a new 
Laptop Edition of the Boating Skills Virtual 
Trainer that can be used at home or in ABC 
classes or On-The-Water Training. Like I said, 
something for everyone. The actual Annual 
Meeting will be Saturday, 20 February 2021 at 
1300. And, of course, we can finish off the con-
ference with a Virtual Cocktail Party on Friday 
the 26th. Visit the USPS website, and click on 
“National Meetings” for a full list of meetings 
and seminars.  
Spring is on its way. Punxsutawney Phil said, 
“Six more weeks of winter,” and then it will be 
time to start thinking about putting the boats 
back in the water. Happy Boating. 

- Nancy 
Commander, D/6 
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District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Rick HIbbs, SN 

I’m writing this on the 
day after Super Bowl LV, 
and couldn’t be happier 
for the Buccaneers, Tom 
Brady, Rob Gronkow-
ski, Antonio Brown and 
Leonard Fournette, four  
AFC  players that joined 
up in a league crossover 
move. Bridgett would 
have preferred more 
“fireworks”, and a 

closer final score. Especially 
with one of our squares matching up to it! Our 
Buffalo Bills will have to look beyond the 
Chiefs, as they are no longer the gold standard! 
I was struck by the stands being filled with 75% 
cardboard cutouts, and 25% actual fans. I also 
read that the usual Super Bowl Week hoopla 
was nearly nonexistent. Fewer media people, 
virtual interviews with players, and way fewer 
large parties. Someone called this the COVID-
19 Super Bowl.  Also striking was the openness 
of Florida society, above exceptions notwith-
standing. We should all hope for a return to 
something like that locally. To get there, we 
need to be diligent in upgraded hygiene prac-
tices and get vaccinated as soon as you’re able 
to do so. Get used to doing things in imagina-
tively new ways.  
Education Departments need to find remote 
teaching/learning systems that enable poten-
tial students to easily get to a virtual class. PR 

and advertising efforts need to include assur-
ances to the public that our virtual classes are 
safe and cost effective. I’m not sure we need to 
do anything different in the locations we choose 
to place our add efforts, but we should expect 
lower volume because of curtailed activity. Any 
suggestions are welcome, just drop me a line, 
and I’ll pass them along! 
Bridgett and I will be leaving tomorrow for two 
weeks in Naples, FL. We’ll be participating in 
the Virtual ABC Governing Board Meeting. That 
will be reported to you at our own Spring Con-
ference. While dates and locale are set (April 9-
11; Corning, NY) we’re still trying to arrange 
speakers as of this writing. And still optimistic 
that it will be a face-to-face conference to kick 
off the new year.  
Meanwhile, I wish you well on any off-season 
projects you may have on a list somewhere! I 
also hope you are able to make some form of a 
Founder’s Day celebration to help brighten up 
the off season.  
If you have an interest or a candidate, we’re still 
looking for a District Chair of Port Captains, 
and a District Chair for Vessel Safety Examin-
ers.  
Stay safe, stay warm, stay with us! 

- Rick 
Executive Officer, D/6 
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District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Linda LaDuc, AP 

Hello to all. Hopefully you 
remain well and are as 
eager as I am to soon get 
back to some form of 
normalcy. As I sit here 
trying to write this, I am 
looking out the window 
at a heavy-duty snow-
storm and thinking that 
I am not only eager for 
normalcy but am look-
ing forward to spring. I 

know that Punxsutawney Phil did indeed 
see his shadow this morning so according to 
that expert forecaster we are headed toward at 
least six more weeks of winter. Actually, here in 
the northeast we are pretty much accustomed 
to that no matter if “Phil” sees his shadow or 
not! 
On more important matters, National Adminis-
trative Officer Ralph Bernard held a Virtual 
Meeting on 17 January 2021. 25 individuals 
across the country took part in the meeting and 
I have to say that it was a good feeling to be 
greeted with a “Hi Linda” from Admin Depart-
ment Member Susan Darcy from Massachu-
setts the moment I logged on to the meeting. I 
guess meeting folks from all over the country 
provide some positives to virtual meetings. At 
any rate, topics ranged from the updating of the 
Historian Report interface to whether or not we 

and/or our Squadrons preferred the electronic 
version of “The Ensign” or the print copy. Some 
preferred the electronic version, but I have to 
say that I read more of something if I am hold-
ing the hard copy in my hands. A decision will 
be made in the future as to which format (or 
both) will continue. Although I have to admit 
that it’s hard to argue with the $40K saved with 
the on-line edition. 
Almost all meetings across the country are vir-
tual with many Districts/Squadrons offering 
classes and seminars. Membership is holding 
steady and if only 15% of non-renewals could 
be recovered significant gains could be made. 
With that in mind we are encouraged to contact 
any non-renewals, preferably by telephone, to 
see if we can’t change their minds about con-
tinuing their membership. 
Speaking of meetings, the 2021 Annual Meet-
ing will be a virtual event held 15-26 February 
via Free Conference Call. For those of us unable 
to attend these meetings in person over the 
years, this is a good opportunity to check out 
the festivities. 
In the meantime, continue to socially distance, 
wear masks and stay well. Oh, and think 
Spring!! 

- Linda 
Administrative Officer, D/6 
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Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Thomas Alley, SN 

Winter Projects  
As I write this, I’m 
watching some de-
pressingly large snow-
flakes falling with per-
sistence through my 
front window during 
the passage of the lat-

est named storm through 
our area. It’s depressing because I know I’ll 
have to be shoveling millions of those annoying 
little antagonists off my walk and driveway in a 
few hours. 
The nadir of our boating season is also coincid-
ing with continued restrictions on our ability to 
congregate and mingle due to another tiny an-
tagonist. Squadron meetings, classroom ses-
sions, family events and even church services 
continue to be virtual for many of us. On the 
bright side, most of us have become function-
ally literate with the technology of teleconfer-
encing, and many of us might even have earned 
the adjective of “adept” with this newfound 
skill. 
What I’m leading up to is that this is a prime 
time to begin some winter projects. While work-
ing on our boats might not be appealing in sin-
gle-digit temperatures, I would propose we 
spend some time working on our squadrons. 
This can be done from the comforts of our fa-
vorite chair, perhaps even with a comforting, 
warm beverage at our side. As this is a column 
about USPS Education, let’s narrow the scope 
of our consideration to educational activities 
within each of our home squadrons. 
 

What Can We Do Better? 
Where should we start? How about with the 
simple question: “What can we do better?” To 
those of you directly involved with education 
(e.g., SEOs, ASEOs, and Instructors), where are 
the bottlenecks? What aspects of planning, or-
ganizing, and executing a course or seminar 
give you the most headaches? For those of you 
who are involved as students, what aspects of 

our courses and seminars cause you the most 
grief? 
Make a list and send it to me. Please! 
Even better, if you happen to have a suggestion 
to address one of the items on your list, please 
share that, too, even if it sounds far-fetched or 
implausible. Your suggestion might indeed be 
impractical, but it might also serve as the gen-
esis of an idea that is practical and will solve 
the problem. 
 

Annual Meeting Opportunity 
If you’ve been in America’s Boating Club for a 
while, you’ve come to realize that there are typ-
ically two national meetings each year. There is 
the “Annual Meeting” held during the winter, 
and the “Governing Board” held in the late 
summer or early fall. If you’re at all curious to 
know what the folks in the national committees 
are cooking up for us, these meetings are the 
place to be. Unfortunately, attending one of 
these events usually entails a significant finan-
cial investment for travel and lodging. 
This year, due to the second antagonist I refer-
enced earlier in my column, the Annual Meet-
ing will be held virtually, and everyone is in-
vited to attend. Sessions that would normally 
be held over the course of four or five days are 
now spread out over two weeks, making this 
the first national meeting where one can attend 
all sessions and meetings without having to 
worry about scheduling conflicts! 
A detailed schedule is posted on the national 
web site (www.usps.org) and I would encourage 
all of you to take advantage of this opportunity.  
 

Closer to Home 
At the District level, we also have two meetings 
each year, one in the spring and one in the fall. 
While the past two have been virtual, we are 
hoping to be able to enjoy one another’s non-
virtual company again in April. Again, this 
meeting is open to all members and I would en-
courage you to come and spend some time with 
others who enjoy boating as much as you do. 
Besides, we have an interesting program 
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planned for the spring meeting to be held in 
Corning, NY. 
Also within our District, educational personnel 
have started having monthly teleconferences so 
that we can more efficiently share ideas and 
better coordinate efforts that could benefit us 
at both District and Squadron levels. If you 
have an interest in our educational programs, 
please let me know and I will send you the de-
tails to get logged in. 
 

Training Opportunity 
One item of business that is still open after 
many months is the matter of finding an assis-

tant webmaster for the District web site. No ex-
perience necessary. On-the-job training will be 
provided. 
If website design and management is a skill you 
have always wanted to learn, then please con-
tact me right away. Our District web site is in 
need of some rejuvenation along with a fresh 
coat of varnish! 
 
Stay warm everyone! We’re less than 100 days 
away from relaunching our boats and spending 
time on the water once more! 

- Tom 
Education Officer (& Webmaster), D/6 

 

 

From the Assistant Education Officer 
By D/1st/Lt Leslie Smith, JN 

Happy New Year to you 
all!! I hope you had a very 
merry and joyous holi-
day season. Everything 
was good here after I 
cleared out the 3-4 feet 
of snow that fell just be-
fore Christmas.  
As you all know COVID 
has interrupted almost 

all aspects of regular liv-
ing. Who could have guessed it would be 
around this long? Since we can’t get together 
like we used to do, maybe we should think 
about doing other things we can do by our-
selves, like home improvements, planning for 
spring when we can get out on the water, and 
try to figure out how to improve our squadrons? 
 I made a list of things I’d like to get done 
around the house. Nothing major, but many 
small projects that need doing. OK, I admit it’s 
the same list I made last year and the year be-
fore… Maybe I’ll get it done now? 
How about the boat? Mine has been put away 
and there’s no access to it until spring. Make a 
list of the things to do when you get it back, 

especially if you have a trailer. I usually re-
grease the bearings every year. This time I’m 
thinking of removing the wheels and checking 
the Brakes. These tasks are not that difficult, 
little more than changing a tire on your car. All 
you’ll need is a Jack, Lug Wrench, Grease gun 
and a pair of Pliers. 
Improving our squadrons is a good idea any-
time. Doing things virtually seems to be com-
monplace. We’ve held several successful virtual 
meetings using Zoom. It’s clearly not the same 
as in person, but we got business done and we 
enjoyed doing it. We’ll be continuing with the 
virtual meetings for a while.  
Many of our Squadrons have started to give vir-
tual classes successfully. Some of us still need 
to learn how to set them up. If you’re one of 
them, first ask other members of your squad-
ron how to do it. When you start talking to 
other members, you’d be surprised to find out 
how much they know.  
Can’t wait ‘til Spring… 
Respectfully submitted, 

- Les 
Assistant Education Officer, D/6 
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A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C David Daniels, SN 

The 2021 District 
6 Spring Confer-
ence in Corning is 
approaching and 
will be 09–11 
April, 2021. A 
Saturday after-
noon discussion 
group will cover 
Life After 
DB2000. This is 

the title of one of the forty-nine (49) virtual ses-
sions to be held during the America’s Boating 
Club’s Virtual Annual Meeting (details below), 
or just VAM for short. I will cover the VAM’s 
DB2000 seminar highlights during the Corning 
discussion group.  
As of now, my understanding is that DB2000 
may continue to be used, but it is being depre-
ciated (a techie term meaning support is being 
dropped). If you are having difficulties with 
DB2000 on your Windows based computer and 
plan to continue using DB2000 occasionally, 
then bring your questions to the Saturday af-
ternoon discussion group in Corning. 
 

America’s Boating Club Virtual Annual Meeting: 15–
26 February 2021 
By the time you get this edition of The Deep 6, 
the ABC VAM will be just about ready to kick 
off. The virtual meeting’s Opening Remarks 
will be held Monday, February 15th, at 
11:00am. All forty-nine meetings, seminars, 
and the Annual Meeting are OPEN to the mem-
bership and will use FreeConferenceCall.com 
with the single meeting ID –USPSABC. Instruc-
tions on using FreeConferenceCall to access 
the Annual Meeting may be found at this link; 
first, log in to usps.org as a member. 
https://www.usps.org/im-
ages/Exec/Nat_Meet-
ings/2021VAM/AttendeesFCC.pdf 
 
The daily VAM 8-page agenda may be found on 
the Member’s Site by clicking on the National 
Meetings button. If you are interested, the 

DB2000 virtual meeting, titled Life After 
DB2000, is scheduled for 22 February 2021 at 
2000 hours. Hope to see some of you there. 
Another VAM seminar that should catch the in-
terest of all squadron leaders is the Under-
standing the Information Center seminar. As 
DB2000 is being de-emphasized, the Infor-
mation Center (IC) is being enhanced. The IC is 
(now) the primary online tool for accessing and 
modifying the contents of USPS databases. 
This seminar is scheduled for 15 February at 
2000 hours. 
I have been using the IC to communicate with 
all D/6 members with broadcast messages that 
look like “nobody@usps.org”. I plan to continue 
using the “District Officer’s Broadcast Tool” to 
distribute information for the upcoming 2021 
Conference in Corning. What happens when 
using it follows. 
The message to be sent is copied/pasted into 
the TOOL's text field and then submitted to the 
USPS server in Raleigh. The USPS server then 
sends a personal email to each person in the 
District 6 DB2000 database. That is - - one 
unique note to each person. That way it does 
not appear as a 'blast' to hundreds of people 
and categorized as spam. 
 
Covid-19 Comments 
A few personal words of encouragement regard-
ing the virus & vaccine are offered here. I have 
recently received my first vaccine shot after 
pounding away for hours on multiple reserva-
tion sites. I found the reservation sites for my 
locale - Tioga County and Broome County - af-
ter a very deliberate and lengthy search. After 
numerous failed attempts, I focused on just the 
reservation site for Broome County and kept at 
it and finally made an appointment. But, now 
the good part! After showing up a bit early at 
the Broome County mass vaccination site I was 
greeted by several National Guard folks in the 
parking lot and directed to a handy parking 
area; the parking lot was only 25% full to my 
surprise. Upon entering the heated administra-
tive & vaccine tents I was greeted by a large 
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staff and was further surprised to find no wait-
ing lines. After getting my shot I was given doc-
umentation about my particular dose and also 
the specific date and time for the second shot 
(21 days after #1). I did not have to do anything 
to get the second appointment lined up. The 
whole event was extremely well organized and 
“a piece of cake”, as the saying goes. I look for-
ward to the April D/6 Conference in Corning 
having received both shots – BUT STILL 
WEARING A MASK.  
Finally, don’t forget to “look up” when outdoors 
this winter season. Notwithstanding the con-
tinuously cloudy nights in the Southern Tier, it 
is a great time to see the stars and special con-
stellations. The crisp, clear nights are great for 
viewing the amazing sites above. At this time of 

year, the planets Venus, Jupiter, and Saturn 
are below the horizon and are not visible, but 
Mars is still high in the southern sky. Uranus 
is only a few degrees from Mars, but a telescope 
is needed to view it. For February and March, 
Orion the Hunter is spectacular and is easy to 
find. One of the most photographed objects is 
the Great Orion Nebula, located just below 
Orion’s belt. It is a real favorite for the winter 
months.  
Respectively submitted, 

- Dave 
Secretary, D/6 

 
 

 

 
 

A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 
By D/Lt/C James Sharpe, AP-IN

It is only February and 
spring is sooo long away 
it seems, which for me 
means getting ready to 
launch my boat. But this 
winter has had some re-
lationship to boating by 
taking the Electronic 
Navigation Course via 
virtual leaning. This 
course is being offered 
by the Finger Lakes 

Chapter of America’s Boating Club, pre-
viously know as Seneca Sail & Power Squad-
ron. It is being taught by Tom Alley and Jim 
McGinnis and this approach has the advantage 
of allowing students from any squadron. I sup-
pose one might say, it is a positive result of 
Covid-19, if that is appropriate. And it is giving 
me a chance to experience some aspect of boat-
ing in the evening after shoveling snow that 
day. Thanks, Tom & Jim. 

Other than that, there isn’t much going on with 
the Power Squadron community. As many 
squadrons have perhaps only virtual executive 
meetings and nothing much more, with holiday 
events and member meetings cancelled, the 
February Central New York Boat Show can-
celled, and the Syracuse St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade cancelled, in which the Syracuse squad-
ron has always participated with a pontoon 
boat float entrance in the parade and the get 
together in a parking lot for food and beverages 
and comradery on usually cold days. Missing 
those events for sure. 
Also feeling guilty. As treasurer, not much to do 
under the circumstances. However, as we all 
get our shots and life starts to turn to normal, 
hope the idle aspect of our lives changes too. 
 

- Jim  
Treasurer, D/6 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending June 30th, 2020 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
January 31, 2021 
National: 24,008 Members 2020 
  21,039 Members 2021 
 -1,969 LOSS 
 
D/6: 535 Members 2020 
  494 Members 2021 
 - 41 LOSS 
 
SQUADRON 2020 2021 DECREASE INCREASE  
AUBURN 7 6 1 -  
BUFFALO 22 12 10 - 
IROQUOIS 57 58 - 1  
ITHACA 19 14 5 -  
LOCKPORT 11 9 2 -  
ROCHESTER 78 68 10 -  
SENECA 80 87 - 7  
ST. LAWRENCE 11 6 5 -  
SUSQUENANGO 63 54 9 -  
SWIFTWATER 66 61 5 -  
SYRACUSE 92 97 - 5  
UTICA 29 22 7 -  
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Call for Articles! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
I hope you’re enjoying each issue of The Deep 
6. As you can tell, it’s not a one-man show, but 
relies on the efforts of many people so that we 
can get the wonderful content that we have. 
In 2020, each issue has enjoyed a “theme” of 
sorts. We will continue that practice in 2021. 
The Winter (February) issue is focused on pro-
jects related to our boats and maritime inter-
ests. The Spring (May) issue will be all about 
voyages and adventures in the hopes of inspir-
ing you to expand your boating horizons this 
coming boating season. Our Summer (August) 
issue will be themed along the lines of “Back to 
School”. In the Fall (November) we’ll go back to 
being a little more introspective and talk about 
improving ourselves and the ABC organization. 
That said, please send me your stories about 
your voyages and adventures – especially if 
they are even remotely involved with boating. 
Remember: If the story is good enough to share 
over drinks or over a meal, then the readers 
here will enjoy it, too! 
And it’s never a poor time for sharing laughter. 
If you have an amusing or humerous story 
about “learning a lesson”, we could all use a 
good chuckle in these challenging times. 
Please send your stories and ideas to to me: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 

I look forward to hearing from you! 
- Tom 

° ° ° ° ° 
 

Public Boating Course Materials Discounted 
Reported by Tom Alley D/6 DEO 
At the last educational teleconference for all 
District Education Officers (DEOs), it was an-
nounced that the Education Department had 
received a grant from the USPS Educational 
Foundation to significantly reduce the cost of 
America’s Boating Course (ABC3) class materi-
als. Every squadron is eligible, but the program 
will expire at the end of 2021. 
For details, please contact District Education 
Officer Tom Alley at deo@uspsd6.org. In fact, 
DO NOT order any ABC3 materials without 
contacting your DEO first! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
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Educational Opportunities in District 6 
Scheduling Note 
Please note that the dates and times for the 
courses listed herein are planned and not nec-
essarily definite. Because it was still unclear 
when New York State would ease its restrictions 
on public gatherings, the dates here are neces-
sarily fluid. What is important is that these clas-
ses will happen, and that you can still sign up 
for them if they interest you. The instructors of 
each class will keep you appraised of any 
schedule changes that become necessary. 
 
Inland Navigator 
America’s Boating Course 
Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron 
Next class begins 17 March 2021.  
Then another beginning 8 May 2021. 
Contact SEO Tess Freedman at: 
tbfreedm@gmail.com  
 
Utica Sail and Power Squadron 
Begins May 2020. Contact SEO David Schulz 
at: david.schulz@verizon.net  
 
Boat Handling 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Begins May 2021. Contact: SEO Charlie 
Fausold at: seo@abc-flx.org  
 
Marine Electrical Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Engine Maintenance 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
How To Use A Chart 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Using VHF and VHF/DSC Radios 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

How to Use a GPS 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Onboard Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Coastal Navigator 
Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Piloting) 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Planned for 2021. Contact: SEO Charlie 
Fausold at: seo@abc-flx.org  
 
Marine Communication Systems 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Tides 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Rules of the Road 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Anchoring 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
The Mariner’s Compass 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Advanced Coastal Navigator 
Advanced Marine Navigation (a.k.a., Adv. Piloting) 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Navigation Systems 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Currently underway. Contact: SEO Charlie 
Fausold at: seo@abc-flx.org 
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Radar for Boaters 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Cruising & Cruise Planning 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Emergencies On Board 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Marine Radar 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Offshore Navigator 
Junior Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Seminars 
Computer Weather Forecasting 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Thunderstorms & Severe Weather 
None scheduled at this time. 
 

Other Classes & Seminars 
Navigation 
None scheduled at this time. 
 
Sail Course 
Seneca/Finger Lakes Chapter 
Scheduled for Summer 2022. On-the-water for-
mat will be used. Contact: SEO Charlie Fausold 
at: seo@abc-flx.org 
 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so we can publicize it here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
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Building a Southwester Dory
 By Charlie Fausold, SN-IN Finger Lakes Chapter 

Building a boat has always been high on my 
bucket list of things to do in retirement, and a 
little research led me to Chesapeake Light Craft 
(CLC) in Annapolis, which specializes in plans 
and kits for a wide variety of “smallcraft” - kay-
aks, skiffs, dories etc. CLC’s Northeaster Dory 
first caught my attention. I liked the versatility 
of a boat that is great to row and could also be 
sailed with either a sloop or lug rig. I even built 
a scale model. 
Eventually however it was the Southwester 
Dory that won me over. The Southwester is de-
signer John C. Harris’s response to the many 
questions he received about putting a small 
outboard on the Northeaster, which isn’t prac-
tical. At 18 feet 10 inches the Southwester is 
substantially longer, beamier, and heavier than 
her smaller cousin, and thus I thought a better 
choice for Seneca Lake. I liked the ability to add 
a small outboard in a well amidships, the 
bench seating with positive foam flotation, and 
on-board storage. The sail plan (107 sq. ft.) is a 
balanced lug rig which Harris describes as a 
cat-yawl. 
Having made my choice and opting for the kit 
over plans-only, I placed my order for a South-
wester Dory with all three options – row, sail 
and motor. The next challenge was getting the 
kit home. I was told it weighed 550 lbs. and 
would arrive on a pallet delivered by UPS freight 
on an 18-wheeler. After explaining there was no 
way a truck that size was coming down our 
small private road, I made arrangements to 
have it delivered to a parking area up on the 
main road. Then the UPS representative said 
she didn’t have a truck with a liftgate, and 
could I get a couple of guys to help unload? I 
said I thought 550 lbs. required a football team 
rather than 2-3 retired guys, so she found an-
other truck with a lift. Thanks to a couple of 
friends and a borrowed trailer the transfer to 
my garage came off without a hitch. 
Most of the larger pieces of the hull and frame 
are cut by a high-speed router from 4x8 pieces 
of Okume plywood. Once separated, the “puzzle 
pieces” are epoxied together into full size 

planks, which are then assembled using a pro-
cess CLC calls “stitch and glue.” The hull bot-
tom, planks, transom, and bulkheads are wired 
together through pre-drilled holes, and then 
epoxied together. After the epoxy cures the wire 
“stitches” are removed. 

Figure 1: Southwester Dory by CLC Boats 
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Photo 1: Southwester Dory kit upon delivery. 

 
Photo 2: The "puzzle pieces." 

 
Photo 3: "Puzzle pieces" assembled into hull compo-
nents. 

 
Photo 4: Closeup of the wire "stitches" that hold 
things together until the epoxy is applied. 

 
Photo 5: Completed hull awaiting interior compo-
nents. 
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Photo 6: Close up of assembled hull showing partial 
interior. 

Once the basic hull was together, interior com-
partments were completed and the area under 
the bunks was filled with foam flotation, as re-
quired by regulation since the boat is capable 
of motor power. 
Next came the decking, fore and aft storage 
compartments, and hatches. I added a bit of 
decorative marquetry at the bow end. 
The decking, which was assembled and then 
installed in one piece, received a layer of fiber-
glass. 

 
Photo 7: Decking receiving a layer of fiberglass. 

 
Photo 8: Interior showing frames, stringers, and foam 
flotation. 

Next came the outwales and inwales (collec-
tively the gunwale) requiring lots of clamps! The 
little blocks of wood spacers serve the function 
of the ends of the ribs in traditional plank on 
frame boat construction. With the stitch and 
glue technique I am employing there are no ribs 
of course and the inwales are optional, but I 
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like the traditional look and they do provide a 
convenient place to tie off a fender. 

 
Photo 9: Decking complete with hatches and a bit of 
decorative marquetry at the bow end. 

 
Photo 10: Inwales and outwales. 

Next came the main and mizzen mast partners 
and steps, and centerboard and kick-up rudder 
assemblies. Everything is covered in epoxy, of 
course, prior to final painting or varnish. Lots 
of sanding in between, especially fairing the 
rudder and centerboard! 

 
Photo 11: Main mast partner and step. 
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Photo 12: Traditional belaying pins are an efficient 
way to manage halyards and downhauls. 

 
Photo 13: End-on view of the centerboard during shap-
ing and fairing. 

I finally wrapped up basic construction of the 
dory in mid-September. The final steps in-
cluded building and shaping the spruce masts 

and spars, oarlock risers, centerboard, and 
rudder/tiller assembly. Then of course painting 
and varnishing and lots of sanding in between 
coats. I used one-part polyurethane paint for 
the hull, Schooner varnish on the interior 
brightwork and masts and spars, and some 
leftover Interdeck nonskid paint on the cockpit 
sole. 
A major feature that distinguishes the South-
wester Dory from its smaller sibling the North-
easter Dory is the option to add a small out-
board motor in a well at the rear of the cockpit. 
I initially liked this idea, thinking that it would 
facilitate getting in and out of my lift and open 
up trout trolling possibilities. However, after 
cutting a big hole in the bottom of the boat I 
was dismayed to see how crowded the cockpit 
had become with both the motor well and cen-
terboard trunk in place. So, I plugged the hole 
up, removed the well and decided to see if I can 
get along with just oar power. The jury is still 
out. 
The sails were ready within a day of when I fin-
ished the hull, so the timing could have not 
been better. Chesapeake Light Craft’s sail-
maker is Douglas Fowler in Ithaca, and so I was 
able to pick them up directly. Douglas had done 
work for me previously, but he specializes in 
sails for traditional craft like the dory. I chose 
a traditional Egyptian Cream sail cloth and am 
delighted with how they turned out. 
After lashing on the sails and rigging the sheets 
and halyards the dory was ready to launch! 
At only about 250 pounds and with its narrow 
bow and stern the dory rows like a dream. I am 
really enjoying it as a form of exercise. 
It has taken a bit longer to learn how the dory 
performs under sail. With its unweighted cen-
terboard and narrow beam, it heels readily, but 
the balanced lug rig keeps the sail plan close to 
the water and the boat seems to settle in nicely 
at 10-15 degrees. The mizzen is mostly self-
tending, but you have to carefully mind the 
mainsheet. The other day I hit 10.2 knots in a 
10-15 knot breeze, so she scoots right along. 
Because of the narrow transom, a traditional 
tiller would take up too much space in the 
cockpit, so the dory employs a Scandinavian-
style yoke and draglink helm. It works fine but 
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pushing and pulling the tiller instead of moving 
it from side to side does take some getting used 
to. 
As with any new boat I continue to think of 
tweaks and improvements here and there. One 
of the first things was to devise a way to keep 
from losing oars overboard. I learned that les-
son quickly! There is one reef point in the main, 
and I am currently working on a system for 
that. The process of physical adjustments and 
improvements as well as developing the proce-
dural routines unique to any boat will continue 
for awhile, but that’s part of the fun! 
Although building the dory pretty much con-
sumed my entire summer, it was a lot of fun 
and immensely rewarding. Others have noticed 
also. More than once a random boat has pulled 
up alongside me to comment on how beautiful 
the dory looks out on the water. The end of the 
season came before the dory and I could be-
come fully acquainted, so I am already looking 
forward to next summer. 

 
Photo 14: The dory features a yoke and draglink tiller 
and pop-up rudder. 

 
Photo 15: The finished product. 

 
Photo 16: Another view of the final result. 



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 20 of 28  The Deep 6 

 
Photo 17: An inlay pays homage to an ancestor of the 
author who was a whaling captain. 

 
Photo 18: Like any labor of love, artwork deserves car-
rying the artist's signature! 

- Charlie 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

This article originally appeared as a three-part 
series in the Finger Lakes Chapter newsletter, 
The Drum, and is reprinted here with permis-
sion of the author. 
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Fuel Vent Moisture Trap
 By Tom Alley Finger Lakes Chapter 

Introduction 
We’ve all listened to the stories of the bad 
things that happen when water gets into our 
fuel tanks. Boating magazines and chandleries 
capitalize on this by advertising a multitude of 
products to keep the water out, or to deal with 
it once it’s already in the fuel. 
Outside of a breach to the tank or lines, there 
are only four ways into your typical diesel fuel 
tank: The fill pipe, the fuel line to the motor, the 
return line from the motor, and the tank vent. 
Most of the time, the first three on this list are 
sealed up pretty well. The vent line, by its very 
nature, must be left open to allow air to enter 
as fuel is consumed. 
The air going into the tank can be a problem 
because it carries water, particularly during 
humid or rainy days. Combine this with large 
temperature swings, and your tank will literally 
“breathe” air in and out through its vent. On 
warm days when the tank and fuel are still 
cooler than the air, this can form condensation 
inside the tank, where the water can precipitate 
into the fuel and sink to the bottom of the tank 
until it is pumped out. (…usually by the fuel 
pump on the engine!) 
Most diesel installations have a fuel/water sep-
arator in the supply line going to the engine to 
deal with water that accumulates this way. My 
own boat is no exception. When I hauled out 
last fall, I checked the separator and did not see 
any tell-tale meniscus in the sight bowl – that 
is, I didn’t see it until I started draining out a 
sample of the fluid. Turns out that the separa-
tor had so much water in it that the water was 
above top of the sight bowl. Time to do some-
thing! 
 

Basic Design 
I remembered reading an article about building 
a moisture trap for fuel tank vent lines a couple 
years ago in Good Old Boat magazine. A search 
through my old copies quickly yielded the issue 
and after looking things over, it looked like a 
relatively simple project. A quick search online 
produced a commercially available moisture 

trap, but it was a single-use device that would 
have to be replaced at regular intervals. In ad-
dition, the cost of each disposable cartridge was 
about as much as it cost me to build the reus-
able filter described in the Good Old Boat arti-
cle. 
The design of this moisture trap is simple. It 
consists of a container holding a desiccant that 
is inserted into the vent line of the fuel tank. 
Any moisture in the air is removed by the des-
iccant before the air can get into the tank, pre-
venting (or at least significantly reducing) any 
condensation that can take place. 
What makes this dryer somewhat special is 
that it is reusable. As the desiccant absorbs 
water, it turns from a deep blue to a pale pink, 
indicating that it has become saturated with 
moisture and needs to be recharged. To re-
charge the desiccant, the moisture is driven off 
with heat – it gets poured onto a baking sheet 
and put into an oven that’s between 200 – 
250°F for an hour or so. Once the desiccant has 
cooled off, it’s a deep blue again and can be put 
back into the trap assembly. 
 

Construction 
Materials for construction can all be found 
online, though I did purchase some locally so 
that I could ensure a good fit during assembly. 
In order to be able to visually check the desic-
cant, the container needed to be clear, so I built 
it out of 2-inch clear acrylic tubing. The tubing 
came in 6-foot lengths, so I cut it into sections 
just slightly under 1-foot in length to give me 
more options on where I can mount it. When 
cutting acrylic, it will produce a large quantity 
of burrs on the cut edge. These can be removed 
using a sharp scraper. 
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Photo 19: 2-inch acrylic tubing used as a container for 
the desiccant. It was cut on a table saw. This shot 
shows the edges after being deburred. 

End caps for each section of tubing were ob-
tained from the plumbing department of a local 
home improvement store. Adapters were pur-
chased that would fit into the end of the tubing 
and then work down to the proper diameter and 
thread used for the hose barb that would get 
installed. In my case, I had to have a friend with 
a lathe turn down the PVC adapter to exactly 
match the inside diameter of the acrylic tubing. 
If I were to do this again, I would purchase clear 
tubing of a size that had precisely matching 
adapters. 

 
Photo 20: Assembling the end caps for the acrylic tub-
ing. This picture shows the components used to re-
duce down from the 2-inch tubing to a 5/8-inch hose 
barb. 

  
Photo 21: Assembled end cap for the acrylic tubing. 
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Holes were then (carefully!) drilled into the 
acrylic tubing for set screws that would prevent 
the end caps from falling out. I say “carefully” 
because acrylic will crack easily if you get too 
aggressive with it. 

 
Photo 22: Drilling and countersinking holes in the 
acrylic tubing for screws that will hold the end caps in 
place. Care must be taken as acrylic cracks easily. 

  
Photo 23: Attaching small screws to hold the end caps 
in place. Care must be taken as acrylic will crack eas-
ily. 

Because the desiccant comes in a granular 
form, some sort of a screen is needed at each 
end to keep the pellets from falling out. A plas-
tic sink drain proved to be the perfect fit! 

 
Photo 24: Sequence of photos showing how a sink 
drain strainer was trimmed to fit in each end cap. the 
strainer keeps the desiccant beads captive within the 
acrylic tube while allowing air to flow through the 
unit. 

  
Photo 25: Strainer trimmed to the correct diameter to 
fit into the end cap. 
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Photo 26: Trimming the center column of the strainer 
so it will not block the hose barb opening. 

 
Photo 27: The strainer is simply press-fit into the end 
cap. Desiccant beads will hold it in place. 

End caps were now mounted to the end of the 
tubes and the desiccant pellets were poured in. 
Tape was placed over the open fittings so that 
the desiccant didn’t start immediately trying to 
absorb water from the air in my workshop. 

 
Photo 28: Completed moisture trap tubes filled with 
desiccant beads. Ends are taped off to minimize air 
exchange in order to keep the desiccant fresh until it 
is installed in the boat. 

A plastic cutting board of a suitable size was 
purchased at WalMart and then a pair of clips 
were screwed to it to hold each of the tubes. The 
cutting board could then be mounted to a bulk-
head and the clips will allow for the removal of 
desiccant holders to take home when recharg-
ing is needed. 

 
Photo 29: Backer board with clips to hold the desic-
cant-filled tubes. The board will be mounted to a bulk-
head in the boat. 

The filled cartridges were then clipped into 
place and some fuel vent line was attached to 
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place the two traps in series. This arrangement 
was used so that one cartridge could be re-
moved for recharging without leaving the fuel 
tank unprotected. 

 
Photo 30: Completely assembled fuel vent moisture 
trap. The two containers are plumbed in series so that 
one can be removed at a time for recharging. The plas-
tic wrap is there to protect the acrylic tubing during 
installation as acrylic scratches easily. 

 

Installation and Use 
The moisture trap needs to be mounted in a lo-
cation that satisfies two important criteria: 
• Must be in a location where it can be easily 

viewed and accessed. 
• Must be high enough that fuel or water can-

not flow into the trap when the boat is 
heeled. 

The location of the trap must be where the color 
of the desiccant is easily checked so that it can 
be renewed when needed. Similarly, the loca-
tion must be where one can easily remove and 
replace each cartridge in order to recharge the 
desiccant. At the same time, the unit must be 
located such that heeling of the boat will not 

result in having fuel flow into the desiccant, be-
cause it will render the desiccant ineffective for 
drying purposes. 
To satisfy both criteria, I decided to mount my 
moisture trap high up in the port cockpit 
locker. This decision was driven partly by the 
location of the vent line and also by the fact that 
there were no other alternatives that would not 
involve extensive reconstruction. Also, with fuel 
vent tubing going for about $5 per foot, I did 
not want to make the existing vent line much 
longer than it already was! 

 
Photo 31: Location of moisture trap in the port cock-
pit locker. 
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Photo 32: Location of moisture trap in the port cock-
pit locker. The yellow sticker has instructions for dry-
ing the dessicant so that I don’t forget. 

In theory, there should be enough desiccant in 
this device to last most of a boating season. Un-
fortunately, we’ll have to see how things go this 
summer. Hopefully I sized the desiccant charge 
correctly. More importantly, I hope there will be 
less water in the fuel after this season! 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

Tom and his family sail a 1965 Alberg 35 sloop, 
Tomfoolery, and are active racers and cruisers 
with the Finger Lakes Yacht Club 
(http://www.flyc.us/) in Watkins Glen, NY. Tom 
is also a USPS member since the late '80s when 
he got serious about sailing and having fun on 
the water. He also manages the Alberg 35 User 
Group web site (http://www.Alberg35.org). 
When he's not sailing, thinking about sailing, or 
tinkering with his boat, Tom is either scuba div-
ing, hanging out with fellow amateur radio oper-
ators, or (as a last resort) working as an engi-
neer to support his sailing addiction and, if 
there’s any money left over, send his kids to col-
lege. 
 
 

 

 

The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt/C Tom Alley, SN 

 Modern Values 
Have you ever no-
ticed how our mod-
ern society attrib-
utes little (if any) im-
portance to those 
who fill the role of 
“storyteller”? This 
role has not entirely 

disappeared, it is of-
ten simply lumped into the category of Enter-
tainment, or sometimes promoted to a level of 
Commentary or even (dare I say it?) Editorial. 
No, when I mention the role of storyteller, I’m 
thinking of the person who repeats the story of 

one’s tribe with tales of its history and the les-
sons to be learned from it. I’m thinking of the 
person entrusted with generations of collected 
memories to be preserved and passed on. Re-
minders that help us connect past experiences 
with current events and (hopefully) guide us 
with future decisions.  
You might argue that the Internet has become 
our modern-day storyteller. While this was cer-
tainly the dream of those who created the tech-
nology, I believe that this dream has suffered 
from the corrupt touch of human nature. Digi-
tal copies of our collected stories have been fil-
tered, edited, or in some cases, “cancelled” be-
cause they did not fit the desired narrative of 
what is currently fashionable. In that sense, 
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while technology has shown great promise, hu-
man nature has again shown its ability to 
thwart virtue. 
So where am I going with this? 
Simple: We need to be the storytellers of our 
time. As educators, we need to make sure that 
past lessons aren’t forgotten. For America’s 
Boating Club, this means telling the stories of 
boating safety and of boating enjoyment and 
how to make the most of each. I think the con-
cept is best summed up with the following 
quote: 

“The new ship here is fitted according to the 
reported increase of knowledge among man-
kind. Namely, she is cumbered end to end, 
with bells and trumpets and clock and wires, 
it has been told to me, can call voices out of 
the air of the waters to con the ship while her 
crew sleep. But sleep thou lightly. It has not 
yet been told to me that the Sea has ceased 
to be the Sea.” 

-Rudyard Kipling 
So, while technology continues its march into 
our maritime world, let’s not forget that many 
“traditions” are there for a reason. 
 
Bermuda Update 
For those of you following my crew’s efforts to 
engage in an epic adventure, here is the latest 
update. 
While winter months have put a damper on 
projects specific to our fair sloop, Tomfoolery, 
there has nonetheless been significant effort 
put forth by her stalwart crew to prepare for the 
2021 Marion-Bermuda Race. Crew members 
are taking refresher courses in First Aid, CPR, 
and AED operation. Race rules require that 
crew members have a valid training certificate 
from US Sailing in their Offshore and Interna-
tional Safety At Sea curriculum. (A very worth-
while course, I might add! I recommend it as an 

advanced follow-on to our Boat Handling 
course.) 
Paperwork is being filed with appropriate agen-
cies to ensure everyone has valid passports and 
the proper radio operator permits and recipro-
cal licenses for operations in Bermuda. We’ve 
renewed our Customs decal and have applied 
for an Offshore Racing Rule handicap rating. 
Insurance for our fair sloop has been upgraded 
to cover offshore activities. Contracts are being 
finalized to rent items such as a life raft, EPIRB, 
and satellite phone (all required by race rules). 
Finally, I’ve been browsing online to make sure 
we have current charts, nautical almanacs, 
and tide tables. 
We’ve developed a high-level timeline and are 
now working at filling in the logistical details to 
make it all feasible. This involves planning for 
having vehicles, supplies, and even some spare 
crew staged in strategic locations at specific 
times. We’ve recruited some shore-side support 
personnel to help move people, vehicles, and 
supplies to the proper locations at the proper 
times and are working through the details of 
coordinating all of this and to take into account 
weather and other events that necessitate flex-
ibility. 
By the time you read this, we will be just under 
100 days from our departure for our last shake-
down cruise during which we will undertake 
the final 300 nm of our delivery to get Tomfool-
ery to the starting line in Marion, MA. That trip 
will be taking place right after the next issue of 
The Deep 6 gets published in May. 
Stay tuned! 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2021 
February 
1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. (D6) 
15-26 Annual Meeting, Online. (National) 
 
March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
April 
9-11 D/6 Spring Council & Conference, Corn-

ing, NY. (D6) 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

May 
1 Spring issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date (D6) 
15-21 Safe Boating Week 
 

June 
No events currently scheduled. 
 

July 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

August 
1 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. Theme: Back to School. (D6) 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 

 

September 
Aug 29  National Governing Board,  
- Sep 5  Rahleigh, NC (National) 
 
October 
16 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 
November 
11 Deadline for The Deep 6 news updates 

from Council/Conference meetings. 
12-14 District 6 Fall Council & Conference. 

(D6) 
17 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

(D6) 
 

December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2022 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


