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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN
America’s Boating Club 

Fall Conference Review 
The D/6 Fall Confer-
ence was held Novem-
ber 9th-11th, 2018, at 
Hyatt Place in Niag-
ara Falls, NY, hosted 
by Swiftwater Power 
Squadron. Kudos to 
Conference Chair Lt 
Bridgett Arieno, JN 
for handling local ar-
rangements including 

booking the hotel, receiv-
ing registrations, organizing the Hospitality 
Room, the Commander’s Reception and the raf-
fle, and for planning and keeping to the confer-
ence budget. In recognition of her considerable 
talents, Bridgett, who has a career in business 
auditing, was elected as our Assistant Treas-
urer and also appointed to the Budget and Fi-
nance Committee. 
DEO Ken Green, JN, reviewed the many 
changes in our education program including 
course name changes, course updates, new 
video tools and animations, electronic books, 
the new Radar seminar, Digital Media Library 
updates, and new webinars.  
Speaking of webinars, did you see Living 
Aboard While Cruising, produced by our own 
R/C Judy Swanson, N, which premiered on No-
vember 13th?  
The D/6 Chapman Award was presented to Sy-
racuse Sail and Power Squadron Education Of-
ficer Tess Freedman, JN, whose clear and able 
teaching has brought new members into the 
Syracuse Squadron.  
Congratulations to the Rochester and Susque-
nango Squadrons for winning the Prince Henry 
Award for the greatest number of Advanced 
Navigation courses taught, i.e. Junior Naviga-
tion and Navigation (JN and N).  
The Greco Award was presented to Seneca (1st), 
Susquenango (2nd) and Rochester (3rd) for 
teaching Advanced Piloting (AP).  

The Shumway Award was presented to Ithaca 
(1st), Syracuse (2nd) and Swiftwater (3rd) for 
teaching ABC3.  
For the second year in a row, the Utica Squad-
ron received the Shipping Over Award for mem-
bership retention.  
Hearty congratulations to all Award winners. 
Boating education emphasizing safety has al-
ways been and remains our core mission. 
Cdr Dan Hoffman of host squadron Swiftwater 
provided memorial remarks about past-DEO 
Tom Shuell of Swiftwater, noting Tom’s leader-
ship on the national Educational Committee in 
revising the Instructor Development Course, a 
fitting tribute to a “teacher of teachers”. And 
since the conference included Veteran’s Day, 
all veterans of the Navy, Coast Guard, and 
other Armed Services were asked to stand and 
be recognized. 
Many presenters at the Fall Conference offered 
advice concerning how to recruit and retain 
members. The USPS Membership Committee 
website has graphs of Squadron membership 
for the past ten years for each squadron in 
USPS. Notably, these graphs show that Syra-
cuse, Rochester, and more recently Susque-
nango, have each managed to halt the previous 
precipitous declines in squadron membership, 
thereby stabilizing their membership numbers. 
Based on experience at Syracuse, I presented a 
“synergy diagram” (see Figure 1) and hypothe-
sis at Fall Conference that organizational syn-
ergy between a squadron and nearby yacht 
clubs, participation in the nearest boat show, 
holding meetings open to the public with 
speakers on varied boating related topics at 
various local libraries each with their own list 
serves, teaching at established adult educa-
tional organizations, sponsoring Sea Scouts, 
cooperating with the Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
and utilizing social media such as websites and 
Facebook, all combine to promote membership 
recruitment and retention. This approach re-
quires local squadron leadership with the time, 
energy and commitment to reach out and net-
work within their community; the details will 
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vary in different communities around D/6. In-
teractive roundtable discussions at the Spring 
Conference will afford an opportunity to explore 
and test these and other ideas further as we at-
tempt to stabilize membership throughout 
D/6. 

 
Figure 1: Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron synergy di-
agram. 

Chief Commander Gary Cheney’s message was 
delivered by R/C Carl Filios, SN-IN, no stranger 
to D/6 and now Chair of the USPS Information 
Technology Committee. C/C Cheney urged us 
to update our websites, coincidentally the topic 
of our Friday evening Town Hall Meeting led by 
R/C Carl Filios, who walked us through the 
new national template for squadron and dis-
trict websites, using the newly developed Roch-
ester website as an example.  
Carl was accompanied by Lt Denise Filios, also 
on the national USPS IT committee with special 
expertise in DB2000.  
C/C Cheney also urged us to go to USPS.org 
and check out and follow the new branding and 
marketing guidelines on the Marketing Com-
mittee pages. “Use the America’s Boating Club 
banner while maintaining visibility of your 
squadron name. Don’t change your name in 
your bylaws or on official documents such as 
Form 990 or checking accounts.” Remember... 
United States Power Squadrons is America’s 
Boating Club. 
The Saturday Afternoon program theme of Tall 
Ships was presented by keynote speakers Cap-
tain Mike Rauworth, Chairman of Board of Di-

rectors of Tall Ships America and by Mike Vo-
gel, President of Buffalo Lighthouse Association 
and Chair of the local organizing committee of 
Tall Ships Buffalo 2019.  

 
Figure 2: Screen shot of the Tall Ships Buffalo web site 
showing some of the vessels scheduled to visit in July 
2019. 

Captain Rauworth reviewed the mission of 
youth training on tall ships and described ten 
tall ships (and still counting) that will be com-
ing to District 6 July 4th-7th, 2019. Following 
prior conversations and planning, Mike Vogel 
has included United States Power Squadrons 
as a partner organization in Tall Ships Buffalo.  
This conference laid the groundwork for in-
volvement of D/6 USPS members in the Tall 
Ships Festivals to be held not only in Buffalo 
next July 4th weekend, but also in Brockville, 
Ont. Aug 30th-Sept 1st, 2019. Plan to come by 
land or by sea to Tall Ships Buffalo or Brock-
ville next summer! Further information about 
marinas, housing and volunteer opportunities 
will be forthcoming. 
Let me know of your interest in joining a flotilla 
of power boats next June from Syracuse and 
central NY west on the Erie Canal to arrive in 
Buffalo prior to the arrival of the Tall Ships 
fleet. USPS members from D/6 in Central and 
Western NY, and affiliated Sea Scouts, would 
then have the opportunity to participate in the 
Buffalo Tall Ships festival in the following ways:  
(1) providing assistance to local law enforce-

ment with their consent and direction as 
the Tall Ships arrive in Buffalo Harbor;  

(2) hosting individual tall ships in Buffalo 
harbor, helping to provide whatever shore 
assistance they may require;  



Fall 2018   

The Deep 6  Page 5 of 22 

(3) otherwise participating and assisting in 
ways to be mutually determined by Tall 
Ships America, local festival organizers 
and USPS D/6.  

Ample transient slips will be available in mari-
nas and Buffalo’s new recreational waterfront 
harbor. In 2019, I will coordinate the cruise to 
Buffalo whereas our incoming Commander 
DXO Nancy Bieber, P, will coordinate D/6 par-
ticipation at Tall Ships Landing in Brockville, 
Ont.  
In keeping with the traditional Education focus 
of the Fall Conference, The Tall Ships program 
was followed by a review by Syracuse SEO Tess 
Freedman, JN, of the following On the Water 
(OTW) boating training programs of USPS:  
(1) OTW supplements to courses;  
(2) the new Jump Start Program;  
(3) Hands-On training (formerly Practical 

OTW); and  

(4) certifications for Inland Navigation (IN), 
Coastal Navigation (CN), Advanced Coastal 
Navigation, and Offshore Navigation.  

Currently, D/6 has four certifiers: Jeff Freed-
man, Judy Swanson, Paul Flagg and Maxine 
Flagg, and more are needed. Tess’s OTW talk 
was followed by a meeting of attending SEOs 
with DEO Ken Green, JN.  
It was great fun to conduct Jump Start ses-
sions with new boaters at the Clayton Rendez-
vous this past summer, where enthusiasm was 
contagious for performing boat handling skills 
for IN and CN certifications. At the end of the 
summer, we conducted two more Jump Start 
sessions and another IN certification on Onon-
daga Lake, all for relatively new members.  

- Jeff 
Commander, D/6 

 

District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P  

I attended the National Gov-
erning Board meeting in Au-
gust and will share some 
changes that were pre-
sented. 
Most importantly, there will 
be no dues increase.  
While we will always remain 
United States Power Squad-

ron, in order to retain non-profit status all pub-
lic printed information should now be pre-
sented as America’s Boating Club. It’s recom-
mended that we use a geographic identity for 
districts and squadrons to let people know who 
and where we are. I.e., for District 6 we could 
use “Upstate NY”. Do not change your official 
name; just change your by-laws for use of a 
DBA (“Doing Business As”) name.  
National’s timeframe for implementation of the 
America’s Boating Club logo is by the end of 
2018 and for Districts and Squadrons it is by 
the end of 2019.  

The logo is registered with a trademark and 
there are samples of how to use it in the Mar-
keting Handbook. Use of the Ship’s Wheel is op-
tional right now and should be discontinued by 
the end of 2019. The “o” in boating does not 
have to be a ship’s wheel for public advertising. 
We must use the “®” indicating a registered 
trademark and “™” for the logo.  
The Planning Committee has established a 
waiver to allow squadrons to operate without a 
Bridge or teaching a class and remain a social 
group. A waiver can be granted instead of turn-
ing in your charter. The goal is to stop the 
bleeding of membership.  
National is looking into changing their meeting 
structure to one meeting a year.  
Sea Tow made a $15,000 donation to USPS and 
we now have a MOU with them. Members will 
receive insurance discounts, and after 5 years 
with no claims, the deductible will be reduced.  
When we are in public and/or media situa-
tions, we should no longer use ranks or educa-
tional level. These traditions should be saved 
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for formal meetings, i.e., COW and Confer-
ences. 

° ° ° ° ° 
Many of you will remember the presentation by 
the Binghamton Fire Bureau at the 2015 D/6 
Spring Conference. They told us about a deadly 
situation that occurred at the Rock Bottom 
Dam in the Susquehanna River. This dam is a 
classic low head dam that can trap a capsized 
boater in the swirling backwash if they go over 
the dam. It is a popular area for small boats 

and especially paddle 
craft. In 1975 three local firemen lost their lives 
during a rescue attempt at this dam. This nor-
mally picturesque dam can turn into a killer 
when conditions are right. We were all sur-
prised to learn from Assistant Chief Sam San-
toni that there were no warning signs above 
the dam to alert a boater of the danger. De-
spite the efforts by the Binghamton Fire 
Bureau to replace signs that had been re-
moved, bureaucratic red tape and funding 
issues had virtually killed the plan. 
As they are all about boater safety, Susque-
nango Sail and Power Squadron took up 
the cause and spearheaded an effort to get 
the “Danger – Low Head Dam Ahead” sign-
age replaced. Unfortunately, they ran into 
the same bureaucratic quagmire. Yet their 
research and efforts did positively deter-
mine the signage responsibility fell with the 

City of Binghamton as they originally built the 
dam. After several rejections and exhaustive at-
tempts to move the project forward, they finally 
received word from the Captain of the Bing-
hamton Rescue Squad that he had discovered 
an old entry in the city’s charter mandating the 
city to place warning signs above the dam. This 
was brought to the City Council who, fearing 
legal liability, immediately authorized the signs 
be made. It was arranged with the NYS Depart-
ment of Transportation to have the signs per-
manently mounted on a bridge that crosses the 

river shortly before approaching the dam. 
This summer the signs were installed af-
ter nearly three and a half years on the 
project. In addition to authorizing the 
signs, the Binghamton City Council 
added a further incentive to reinforce the 
dam warning making it “Illegal to Operate 
Watercraft 600’ Above the Dam and 20’ 
Below the Dam.” These signs are placed 
along the shore above and below the dam. 
Susquenango members will maintain the 
sites to ensure they are continuously vis-
ible by boaters.  
As this issue was once again brought to 
the attention of the Binghamton City 
Council, a decade old resolution to build 
a memorial to the three fallen Bing-
hamton firefighters was resurrected. 

Work on the memorial was officially begun 42 
years after their deaths. The monument was 
completed and dedicated last year. The memo-
rial sits at the Southside Park which is situated 
along the south bank of the Susquehanna River 

Photo 1 Photo 2 

Photo 3 
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with a view of the dam where the firefighters 
were drowned.  
Susquenango’s involvement in these projects 
has provided an enormous community service. 
America’s Boating Club continues to be the 

best organization for its members as well as 
boaters of all kinds. 

- Nancy 
Executive Officer, D/6 

 

District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Rick HIbbs, SN 

Wait! What? It’s November al-
ready? I just finished the 
spring “Before You Launch” 
check list of things to be done! 
(Well, most of them anyway!) 
Now it’s time to put her away 
for the winter and to while 
away the off season! Sound 
familiar? 
At least we can look forward 

to some courses in the off season, right? I just 
finished the first trial “Boat Handling “course, 
which is replacing the Seamanship course. I 
must say, I was more than a little concerned at 
the sound of how it was going to be rolled out, 
and having “e books”, and possibly being a se-
ries of seminars instead of a single course. 
Happy to report that it’s indeed an improved 
course!! 
Now, a squadron can offer the segments up as 
seminars, if it suits you. But it holds together 
well as a regular course, if that’s how you want 
to roll. That’s what we (Rochester) chose to do, 
and it turns out we were the only Squadron in 
D6 to volunteer for the pilot program of the new 
course. The “e book” concept is a good one, in 
that you don’t have to deal with hard copy 
books. Reserve the number of “keys” you think 
will cover your course needs (and estimate 
high!). Your SEO will receive the codes, and 
they get distributed to the students and ena-
bles them to go to the USPS.org website, and 
enter their certificate number, and the key, and 
they are then able to download a PDF file of the 
student manual! 
Any unused keys get timed out, and the squad-
ron is only charged for the keys redeemed. 
Guess what? NO BOOKS TO RETURN!! 
The instructor Power Point Deck is loaded with 
new animations, and several short (one minute 

or so) videos embedded in the deck. All and all, 
I’m a believer! 
Now that sounds like it should be under the 
DEO’s report, but as the lone trial instructor, I 
thought I ought to step out of the Admin cabin 
and report!  
Here’s how it connects: 
To encourage new members, you can use this 
course in two ways: 
1.) Give your new members something interest-

ing to do this winter! Offer the whole course 
in the spring. 

2.) Try to attract prospective new members by 
offering up seminars using any of the sec-
tions as your topic! We were able to cover 
the material from each section in a little 
over 2 hours, so each topic lends itself to an 
evening or afternoon seminar, with time for 
socializing (i.e. recruiting!) afterward! 

By the time you are reading this in the Deep 6, 
our Fall Conference in Niagara Falls will be his-
tory. But I have advanced info, as my beautiful 
wife Bridgett Arieno, JN is the Conference 
Chair, and I am one of her lovely assistants!! If 
you missed the fun of the hospitality suite, in-
cluding four appetizers prepared by yours 
truly, highlighted by the “Shrimp Mozam-
bique”, and missed out on the gift basket raf-
fles, and missed the chance to meet National 
Rep Carl Filios, and missed the luncheon, Tall 
Ships featured speaker, the Commander’s 
Cocktail party and Dinner, well you get the 
idea! YOU MISSED A GREAT WEEKEND! So, 
look forward to the Spring Conference, and 
don’t make the same mistake! 
For everyone that WAS there, thanks for at-
tending! It was fun, wasn’t it?!?  

- Rick 
Administrative Officer, D/6 
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Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Kenneth Green, JN 

On the eve of the Fall Confer-
ence I would like to provide 
the District members an up-
date of the activities of the 
Education Department. This 
information comes from var-
ious sources including the 
National website, Currents, 
the NEO’s report, the 

monthly DEO/ADEO confer-
ence call, and the recent Governing Board held 
in Minneapolis. Details beyond what I can re-
port here can be found in those sources for 
those interested. 
 
Brianna’s Law 
New York Assembly Bill A9806A (a.k.a., Bri-
anna’s Law) was passed this year by the NY As-
sembly but is stalled in a Senate committee. 
Brianna was an 11-year girl who died in a boat-
ing accident. The bill extends the requirement 
for all motorboat operators to complete a basic 
boating course to those born before 1996. Ex-
emptions include law enforcement officers, cer-
tified instructors of the CG Auxiliary, of the 
USPS, of certain other organizations and new 
boat owners. The bill, tabled in the Senate, can-
not become law at least until the next session 
of the Legislature in January 2019. If and when 
it becomes law, the ability of the educating en-
tities in NYS, including us, may be stressed. 
For details check the link:  

http://alturl.com/6sehv  
 

America’s Boating Course 
ABC-3, our basic boating course, has been up-
dated and approved by NASBLA (National As-
sociation of State Boating Law Administration) 
until the approval expires in 2021. The changes 
are listed online. The writing of a new pam-
phlet, Engaging Hispanic Youth Boaters is in 
progress. 
 

New Media Group 
This national committee was formed last May. 
Its mission is to develop certain new tools for 
incorporation into our education, marketing 
and other literature. These include videos, in-
teractive simulations, and 2D and 3D anima-
tions. Via remarkable visual effects this pro-
gram ought to greatly add to our ability to pre-
sent our teaching material.  
 
Boating Skills Virtual Trainer 
This “hands-on” direct simulator of boating 
skills continues to be enhanced. Three new vid-
eos have been created for help in using this 
teaching instrument: BSVT set-up and take-
down, Operational techniques, and Advanced 
Capabilities. On the USPS website there is now 
a training manual which will help squadrons 
using the “BSVT” at exhibits such as boat 
shows. 
 

Boat Handling Course 
Formerly known as Seamanship, the long-
awaited e-book version (2016 edition) is now 
fully available as a pilot program and will soon 
to be open to all squadrons next year. Consist-
ing of 6 two-hour sessions it has been short-
ened because redundant material from the ABC 
course has been eliminated. The exam process 
is the same and the price to the squadron is 
unchanged. The SEO may order the whole 
course from the catalogue, thus providing a re-
demption key to the student who then can 
download it as a pdf file. 
 
Two New Seminars 
Radar for Boaters and Propane Systems for your 
Boat are now offered to our members. Radar, 
developed by the Canadian Power Squadron, is 
a detailed look at the subject including defini-
tion and types of radar, set-up and use, princi-
ples, and governing rules and regulations. Pro-
pane includes the information needed to un-
derstand, use, inspect, and maintain propane 
equipment safely on your boat. 
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Digital Media Library 
It seems we have a wealth of new videos mostly 
featuring some of our D/6 squadrons. In fact, 
two of them, Cold Water Survival and Paddles-
port Safety were filmed by members of D/6 on 
Seneca Lake! Others recently available include: 
Life Jackets, Video Distress signals, Nav Rules, 
MMSI, Personal Watercraft, and Accident Re-
porting. These can be accessed via  

http://uspsdml.org 
or  

http://AmericasBoatingChannel.org  
or via the USPS.org educational home page. 
 
New Webinars 
Two new webinars have been recently released: 
Oceanography-Wave Theory (Sept 25,2018) and 
the latest one, Living Aboard while Cruising 
(Nov 13,2018). Topics: Living Aboard, Galley 
Management, Water Management, Safe 
Weather Planning, Health Management, Com-
munication, Emotional side of things, How to 
start planning a cruise, Money management 
comprise the Living Aboard Seminar. P/D/C 
Judy Swanson was instrumental in producing 
this one. 
 
District Awards 
At our Fall Conference the District gave out our 
annual Awards:  

Chapman Award to an individual for Overall 
Teaching Excellence:  

Tess Freedman 

 
Photo 4: (L to R) Tess Freedman, D/C Jeff Freedman, 

R/C Carl Filios, ADEO Tom Alley. 

Shumway Award to the squadron completing 
the most ABC courses: 

Ithaca  

 
Photo 5: (L to R) D/C Jeff Freedman, R/C Carl Filios, 

Cmdr. Auguste DuPlan, ADEO Tom Alley. 
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Greco Award to the squadron conducting the 
most Piloting and Advanced Piloting courses:  

Seneca  

 
Photo 6: (L to R) D/C Jeff Freedman, R/C Carl Filios, 

Cmdr. Mark Erway, ADEO Tom Alley. 

Prince Henry Award to the squadron with the 
most JN and N courses: (This year we have a 
tie!) 

Rochester & Susquenango  

 
Photo 7: (L to R) D/C Jeff Freedman, Cmdr. Mike Ac-
ciai, R/C Carl Filios, Bridgett Arieno, and ADEO Tom 

Alley. 

Wishing everybody a happy Fall and Holiday 
season. See you next time! 

- Ken 
Education Officer, D/6 

 
 

A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C Mark Erway, AP 

From my standpoint 2018 
was a really peculiar year 
for me. Even though I got 
to participate in some 
boating activities, like get-
ting my 55-year-old Alberg 
35 prepped well enough to 

launch (albeit at the begin-
ning of the monsoons in July), earning my 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Boat Crew Qualification, 
and crewing for Tom Alley as he transited back 
to Watkins Glen through the canals from 
Oswego. And, even though there was time to 
help with some training activities, like teaching 
part of a Sail class, participating in Marina Day 
at the Allan H. Treman State Park and super-
vising a requalifying Vessel Safety Examiner 
and having a part in the making of two safety 
videos, I never felt so isolated or frustrated 
since getting into this eight years ago.  

I never made it to fulfill this year’s Coaching 
obligation as a Seneca Junior Sail program 
coach, or to take sun sights for Junior Naviga-
tion class or to get at least five Vessel Safety 
Checks to keep my own certification. Life is full 
of excuses, but life was also full of expected and 
unexpected demands this year. And all of a 
sudden, it’s Fall. Did I mention the rain? 
This year’s New York State Fair the Sea Grant 
marine exhibit, ably managed by Dave White, 
featured a whole section on the lighthouses of 
New York State complete with an interactive 
electronic map, showing where each one was, 
or still is; pictures, stats and historical infor-
mation. Another section was a DIY for home-
made wooden paddle craft, showing in-process 
and completed craft. A third section was all 
about PFD’s and displayed an early cork-and-
canvas type all the way up through auto-inflat-
ing types. It was my privilege to staff that part 
of the display for an afternoon and talk with 
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many recreational paddlers of all ages. Through 
a series of challenging questions on the exhib-
ited PFD’s we could enter into a conversation 
about paddle craft safety in general. I handed 
out lots of the orange “IF FOUND” stickers, 
along with the silver paddle tip reflectors, whis-
tles, packets on how to select the right kind of 
PFD, and information about getting a Vessel 
Safety Check done on paddle craft. I heard a lot 
of stories about near-accidents from many peo-
ple, but the most harrowing was from a motor-
boat skipper who was headed west at sunset 
from the Clayton Yacht Club and just hap-
pened to notice something in the sunlight being 
reflected off the glassy calm water – it was two 
young boys lying down on their SUP’s taking a 
break. Thankfully he missed them, and a trag-
edy was avoided. It should remind us that we 
share the waters with more and more paddle 
craft, AND that every skipper is responsible for 
the operation of his or her craft. WE MUST BE 
VIGILANT at all times.  
Something that may be under our radar is an 
increasing problem called HAB’s (Harmful Al-
gae Blooms). In addition to invasive species, 
they are becoming more and more common in 
all of our waterways. HAB’s pose a health risk 
and can cause serious reactions in humans 
and animals. NYSDEC has a portion of their 
website, NYSDEC HAB, dedicated to weekly up-
dates where the status of these blooms is re-
ported. There is a section on how to report sus-
picious blooms Suspicious Algae Bloom Report, 
and the DEC encourages all of us to help track 
this growing problem.  
Back in May the United States Coast Guard re-
leased a report called 2017 Recreational Boat-
ing Statistics - USCG Boating Safety, compiled 
from operators who were involved in incidents. 
2017 showed a year-over-year 3.9% decrease in 
accidents. Injuries dropped dramatically, as 
well, down 9.4%. And deaths fell 6.1% to a total 
of 658. This is really good news! 
On the next page is a very interesting table from 
page 20 in that report. (see page 12) 
As sobering as these statistics are, we should 
be encouraged because there was a significant 
decrease in accidents, injuries and death. Fel-
low members of America’s Boating Club, it 
should spur us on to offer more ABC Classes, 

more VSC’s, more Dock Walking as well as en-
gaging other recreational boaters in conversa-
tions that lead to education, fellowship and op-
portunities to make all our waterways safer and 
even more enjoyable. And remember, we are in 
partnership with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
sharing the same goals for recreational boating 
safety. Let’s find ways to support each other’s 
efforts and continue the positive trend.  
We can, and we do, make a difference! 

- Mark 
Secretary, D/6 
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A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 
By D/Lt/C Maxine Flagg, SN-CN

Greetings Mates! 
It's a sad, but inevitable 
time for all us boaters. We 
all live North of the 40th 
parallel, meaning it's time 
to haul out, winterize, and 
turn our thoughts to all 
things ignored during the 
past boating season. Re-

ally, obviously it's the same year after 
year but sometimes it can be a relief to get on 
with other activities. However, wouldn't it help 
our spirits if there was a little less rain? 
As D/6 Treasurer, fall is a busy time. Fall Con-
ference is almost upon us, which means we as 
members must pass the budget for 2019-2020, 
which in turns means we must approve the 
dues for the District for the upcoming fiscal 
year. Why at Fall Conference 2018? We must 
submit to HQ our dues in February 2019, so 
they have to be approved before that time. It 
must be remembered that the budget approved 
this conference can always be amended next 
year at Spring Conference if desired. At this 
point, without giving too much away, I can see 
no reason to increase the dues, even given the 
fact that we have fewer members contributing 
dues.  
Membership dues are not the only way D/6 re-
ceives revenue. Second to dues are the profits 
(or losses) from the conferences held that fiscal 
year. The budget really depends on the num-
bers of member participants while at the same 
time, keeping the expenses down. The venues 
planned for this Fall Conference - Niagara 
Falls, and for Spring Conference 2019 - Tioga 
Downs, are wonderful, and the programs are 
even more outstanding. By the time you read 

this, it'll be too late for the Fall Conference, but 
please consider putting the Spring Conference 
on your calendars now. Commanders, consider 
volunteering your squadron to sponsor a future 
conference. It is a "no lose" commitment. Built 
into the budget as of last year is a stipend given 
to the sponsoring squadron to help cover some 
of the expenses. If even with this money, the 
squadron is covered by the district in case of a 
loss with the commitment to split the profit 
50/50 with the district. For the past couple 
years, Syracuse (2017 Fall), Rochester (2018 
Spring), Swiftwater (2018 Fall) and next Spring 
(2019 Susquenango) have all sponsored or will 
sponsor great conferences. We have a wonder-
ful Conference Chair in Bridgett Arieno who will 
help any way she can. The telephones and 
emails are now open!! 
A couple of administrative notes for squadron 
Treasurers: If the 990's are not filed, do so to-
day! Don't lose your charter over this relatively 
simple electronic postcard to the US Govern-
ment. If you are having problems, please let me 
know ASAP. Lastly, just a friendly reminder. If 
you have new members, the dues they pay you 
initially do not include dues owed D/6. For a 
new member without family, the dues are $10. 
For those with Family, the charge is $14. This 
is a one-time charge, as once in the system, 
each new member will be charged for the whole 
amount, squadron, district and national by au-
tomatic billing by HQ when the renewal date is 
reached.  
Cheers, and enjoy the seasons as they pass and 
boating season is again upon us!! 

- Maxine  
Treasurer, D/6 

District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending October 31st, 2018 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
October 31, 2018             
  
National:  26,836 Members 2017 
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24,880 Members 2018 
 -1,956 LOSS 

 
D/6:   599 Members 2017 

560 Members 2018 
- 39 LOSS 

 
SQUADRON  2017  2018  DECREASE  INCREASE  
AUBURN      9      8     1     
BUFFALO   32    27     5     
IROQUOIS   53    58      5  
ITHACA   26     25      1     
LOCKPORT   27     11   16     
ROCHESTER    97    83   14     
SENECA   69     71      2   
ST. LAWRENCE  17    17         
SUSQUENANGO   66    59     7     
SWIFTWATER  71    74      3  
SYRACUSE   103    98     5     
UTICA    29    29        
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Recovering from Hurricane Florence 
 NauticalChartsOnline.com 
Prior to Hurricane Florence making landfall on 
September 14th, response teams from NOAA's 
Office of Coast Survey were standing by, ready 
to assess damage to affected ports and water-
ways. As the hurricane moved inland officers 
received calls from the U.S. Coast Guard and 
U.S. Corps of Engineers requesting survey as-
sistance, as hazardous obstructions were 
found in the Cape Fear River channel in south-
eastern North Carolina.  
The navigation response teams worked quickly 
- using side scan sonar and multi-beam echo 
sounder data to locate the dangerous underwa-
ter hazards. Navigational charts were updated 
and distributed to ports and the Coast Guard 
in just 24 hours.  
Safe travel though Cape Fear River waterways 
to the Port of Wilmington is critical to com-
merce in the area. The waterways provide for 
delivery of fuel to the water treatment plant and 
hospital facilities that rely on fuel for their gen-
erators. The preparedness of the response team 
allowed the port of Wilmington to be reopened 
swiftly, with updated charts available to the 
public just three days after the hazards were 
discovered. 

- Posted by www.NauticalChartsOnline.com 
(September 19, 2018) 

 

Call for Papers & Photos! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
The Deep 6 editorial staff (that would be me) is 
looking for feature articles to include in the 
February 2019 issue. Anything related to boat-
ing, navigation, projects, or even an entertain-
ing yarn is suitable. If you need help writing it, 
I would be happy to work with you. Contact me 
at: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
Also, if you have a photograph or some artwork 
that you’d like to share with your D/6 col-
leagues, we need some good shots to put on the 
cover. Contact me at the email address above 
and we’ll figure out the details. 
All submissions need to be in by January 15th 
in order to make it into the next issue. 

- Your Editor, Tom  
 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
 
 
 
 

 

  



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 16 of 22  The Deep 6 

Educational Opportunities in District 6 
RADAR for Boaters 
This is a brand-new elective course that has 
just been released by the National Education 
Department. If you would like to check out this 
course, please contact ADEO Tom Alley 
(alley@alberg35.org).  
This course will be run “virtually”, meaning you 
will attend classes via teleconferencing soft-
ware on your computer. Sessions will begin in 
January 2019, and since they will be online you 
won’t have to worry about winter storms or 
driving long distances. 
You will have to attend a proctored final exam. 
The Seneca Squadron will work with your local 
squadron to facilitate this. 
Exact scheduling will be determined in the 
coming weeks, but if you’re interested in par-
ticipating, sign up now. You won’t need to com-
mit until its time to purchase the student man-
ual. 
Cost: $64 (USPS members) 
Prerequisites: P (AP recommended) 
 
 

Boat Handling 
Formerly known as the Seamanship class, this 
course has just received a major overhaul as 
part of the overall restructuring of the Ad-
vanced Grade courses. 
Released in its new format on September 10th, 
2018, the Boat Handling course consists of six 
two-hour seminar sessions, an overview of 
USCG rules (COLREGS), PowerPoint slides, 
videos and animations. Boat Handling is also 
the first of the Advanced Grade courses to have 
its textbook in a digital (eBook) format. 
Completion of all six seminars along with pass-
ing a comprehensive written examination will 
result in the award of the grade of “Seaman” (S). 

The Seneca Squadron will be offering this class 
in an on-the-water format beginning early May 
2019 in Watkins Glen, NY. If you are interested 
in signing up, please contact Tom Alley 
(alley@alberg35.org). 
Cost: $70 (USPS members) 
Prerequisites: None. 
 
 

Navigation 
The Seneca Squadron will be offering Naviga-
tion beginning in the summer of 2019. The 
summer months will be spent on-the-water ob-
taining sextant observations needed to com-
plete each student’s sight folder. Classroom 
sessions will begin in the Fall. 
If you are interested in obtaining your “N” 
grade, please contact lead instructor Tom Alley 
(alley@alberg35.org). Accommodations will be 
made to allow for tele-learning if you are not 
near the Watkins Glen area, especially since 
the “N” class is not offered very frequently 
within the District. 
Cost: $230 (USPS members) 
Prerequisites: JN 
 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so we can publicize it here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
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Scientists to Overhaul International System of Units 
 United Kingdom National Measurement Institute www.npl.co.uk 

[This article was originally posted as an online 
news article at: 
 http://www.npl.co.uk/news/scientists-to-
overhaul-international-system-of-units] 

° ° ° ° ° 
• The definition of four of the SI units: kil-

ogram, mole, ampere and the kelvin are 
set to change 

• All International System of Units (SI) will 
be based on fundamental constants of na-
ture, providing stable foundation for the 
future of science 

• UK scientists have been responsible for 
many of the developments that now ena-
ble redefinition 

On Friday 16 November 2018, measurement 
scientists from around the world will come to-
gether to witness a vote on the redefinition of 
the International System of Measurement (SI) 
units, changing the world's definition of the kil-
ogram, the kelvin, the mole and the ampere, for 
ever. 
Taking place at the General Conference on 
Weights and Measures in Versailles, Paris, 
hosted by the International Bureau of Weights 
and Measures (BIPM), this decision will mean 
that all of the units are expressed in terms of 
constants that can be observed in the natural 
world. 
The redefinition would bring an end to physical 
artefacts like the kilogram, which is currently 
defined as equal to the mass of the Interna-
tional Prototype of the Kilogram (a block of metal 
stored in a vault in France). This artefact is 
susceptible to damage and environmental fac-
tors and is compared to its copies only once in 
every 40 years, making calibration to it difficult 
and potentially inaccurate. 
This decision will ultimately lead to a more 
practical definition of the SI. Using unchanging 
standards as the basis for measurement will 
mean that they will remain reliable into the fu-
ture. Just as redefining the second and the me-
tre helped enable GPS navigation, the redefined 

SI is ex-
pected, 
over 
time, to 
enable 
new 
tech-
nologies 
we have 
yet to 
even 
imag-
ine, 
whilst 
main-
taining 
continuity for practical users. 
The National Physical Laboratory (NPL), the 
UK's National Measurement Institute, which is 
responsible for measurement standards across 
the country, has been an international leader 
in the global effort to achieve redefinition. The 
second was redefined by the clock that Louis 
Essen developed at NPL, and NPL's work has 
played vital roles in enabling changes to the 
kelvin, ampere and mole. The Kibble balance, 
the instrument that measures the Planck con-
stant – the natural constant that the kilogram 
will be defined by – was developed by the late 
NPL scientist Dr Bryan Kibble. 
"The SI redefinition is a landmark moment in 
scientific measurement," said Dr JT Janssen, 
Director of Research at NPL. "Once imple-
mented, all the SI units will be based on funda-
mental constants of nature whose value will be 
fixed for ever. This will pave the way for far 
more accurate measurements and lays a more 
stable foundation for science." 
If approved, as is expected, the redefinition will 
come into effect on World Metrology Day, 20 
May 2019. 
In total, the definitions of four of the seven base 
SI units will be redefined. This will not only im-
pact on scientific discovery and innovation, but 
industry and everyday society – with wide-
reaching consequences in technology, retail, 
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health and the environment, among many 
other sectors. 
The expected new definitions: 
• The kilogram – will be defined by the 

Planck constant (h) 
• The ampere – will be defined by the ele-

mentary electrical charge (e)  
• The kelvin – will be defined by the Boltz-

mann constant (k) 
• The mole – will be defined by the Avogadro 

constant (NA) 
Old definitions: 
• The kilogram is the unit of mass; it is equal 

to the mass of the international prototype of 
the kilogram 

• The ampere is that constant current 
which, if maintained in two straight parallel 
conductors of infinite length, of negligible 
circular cross-section, and placed 1 m apart 
in vacuum, would produce between these 
conductors a force equal to 2 x 10–7 newton 
per metre of length 

• The kelvin is the unit of thermodynamic 
temperature, which is the fraction 1/273.16 
of the thermodynamic temperature of the 
triple point of water 

• The mole is the amount of substance of a 
system which contains as many elementary 
entities as there are atoms in 0.012 kilo-
gram of carbon 12. When the mole is used, 
the elementary entities must be specified 
and may be atoms, molecules, ions, elec-
trons, other particles, or specified groups of 
such particles. 

Last Updated: 15 Nov 2018 
Created: 12 Nov 2018 

° ° ° ° ° 
About NPL 
NPL is the UK's National Measurement Institute, 
providing the measurement capability that un-
derpins the UK's prosperity and quality of life. 

From new antibiotics to tackle resistance and 
more effective cancer treatments, to secure 
quantum communications and superfast 5G, 
technological advances must be built on a foun-
dation of reliable measurement to succeed. 
Building on over a century's worth of expertise, 
our science, engineering and technology pro-
vides this foundation and helps to make the im-
possible possible. We save lives, protect the en-
vironment and enable citizens to feel safe and 
secure, as well as support international trade 
and commercial innovation. As a national labor-
atory, our advice is always impartial and inde-
pendent, meaning consumers, investors, policy-
makers and entrepreneurs can always rely on 
the work we do. 
Based in Teddington, south-west London, NPL 
employs over 600 scientists. NPL also has re-
gional bases across the UK, including at the Uni-
versity of Surrey, the University of Strathclyde, 
the University of Cambridge and the University 
of Huddersfield's 3M Buckley Innovation Centre. 
For more information visit: www.npl.co.uk 
 
About the BIPM 
The signing of the Metre Convention in 1875 cre-
ated the BIPM and for the first time formalised 
international cooperation in metrology. The Con-
vention established the International Bureau of 
Weights and Measures and laid the foundations 
for worldwide uniformity of measurement in all 
aspects of our endeavours, historically focusing 
on and assisting industry and trade, but today 
just as vital as we tackle the grand challenges 
of the 21st century such as climate change, 
health, and energy. The BIPM undertakes scien-
tific work at the highest level on a selected set of 
physical and chemical quantities. The BIPM is 
the hub of a worldwide network of national me-
trology institutes (NMIs) which continue to real-
ize and disseminate the chain of traceability to 
the SI into national accredited laboratories and 
industry. 
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Why We Say O.K. 
 Transcript of a video by Coleman Lowndes Vox Media 

 
There’s a two-letter word that we hear every-
where. “OK” might be the most recognizable 
word on the planet. It’s essential to how we 
communicate with each other and even with 
technology. You probably use it every day, even 
if you don’t notice it. But what does “OK” actu-
ally mean, and where did it come from?  
OK actually traces back to an 1830’s fad of in-
tentionally misspelling abbreviations. Young, 
intellectual types in Boston delighted those in-
the-know with butchered, coded messages 
such as “KC” (“Knuff Ced” – Enough Said) and 
“KY” (“Know Yuse” – No Use) and “OW” (“Oll 
Wright” – All Right). But thanks to a couple of 
lucky breaks one abbreviation rose above the 
rest: “OK” or, “Oll Korrect”. 
In the early 1800’s “all correct” was a common 
phrase used to confirm that everything was in 
order. Its abbreviated cousin started going 
mainstream on March 23rd, 1839 when “O.K.” 
was first published in the Boston Morning Post.  
Soon, other papers picked up on the joke and 
spread it around the country, until “O.K.” was 
something everyone knew about, not just a few 
Boston insiders. And OK’s newfound popularity 
even prompted a flailing U.S. president from 
Kinderhook, NY to adopt it as a nickname dur-
ing his 1840 re-election campaign. VanBuren’s 
supporters formed “O.K. Clubs” all over the 
country and their message was pretty clear. 
“Old Kinderhook” was “Oll Korrect”. The cam-
paign was highly publicized and turned pretty 
nasty in the press. His opponents turned the 
abbreviation around on him, saying it stood for 
“Owrful Konspiracy” or “Owrful Katastrophe”.  

In the end, even a clever nickname didn’t save 
VanBuren’s presidency. But it was a win for 
“OK”. That 1840 presidential campaign firmly 
established OK in the American vernacular. 
And while similar abbreviations fell out of fash-
ion, OK made the crossover from slang into le-
gitimate, functional use thanks to one im-
portant invention: The telegraph. 
The telegraph debuted in 1844, just five years 
after “OK”. It transmitted short messages in the 
form of electric pulses with combinations of 
dots and dashes representing letters of the al-
phabet. This was OK’s moment to shine. The 
two letters were very easy to tap out and very 
unlikely to confuse with anything else.  
It was quickly adopted as a standard acknowl-
edgement of a message received, especially by 
operators on the expanding US railroad. A tele-
graphic manual from 1865 even goes as far to 
say, “…no message is ever regarded as trans-
mitted until the office receiving it gives O K”. 
OK had become serious business. But there is 
another reason these two letters stuck around 
and it’s not just because they are easy to com-
municate. It has to do with how “OK” looks, or 
more specifically, how the letter “K” looks.  
It’s really uncommon to start a word with the 
letter “K” in English. It ranks around 22nd in the 
alphabet. The rarity spawned a craze for “K” at 
the turn of the century in advertising and print 
where companies replaced hard C’s with K’s in 
order to catch your eye. The idea was that by 
modifying a word like “Klearflax” linen rugs or 
a “Kook-Rite” stove, for example, would draw 
more attention to it. And that’s still a visual 
strategy. We see K in modern corporate logos 
like Kraft, Kleenex, Krispy Kreme, Kool-Aid. It’s 
the K that makes it so memorable. 
By the 1890’s OK’s Bostonian origins were al-
ready mostly forgotten, and newspapers began 
to debate its history, perpetuating myths in the 
process that some people still believe, like the 
claim that it comes from the Choctaw word, 
“Oke”, which means “so it is”.  
OK’s beginnings became obscure, but it really 
didn’t matter; the word was embedded in our 
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language. Today we use it as the ultimate neu-
tral affirmative. Allan Metcalf wrote the 
definitve history of OK and he explains that the 
word “affirms without evaluating”, meaning it 
doesn’t convey any feelings, it just acknowl-
edges and accepts information. If you got home 
OK, it just means you got home unharmed. If 
your food was OK, then it was acceptable. And 
OK confirms a change of plans. Its sort of a re-
flex at this point. We don’t even keep track of 
how much we use it, which might be why OK 
was arguably the first word spoken when hu-
mans landed on the moon. 

Houston: 30 seconds. 

Eagle: Contact light. 
[Lunar module lands] 
Eagle: OK. Engine stop. 
Houston: We copy you down, Eagle.  

Not bad for a corny joke from the 1830’s.  
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

This article is a transcript of a YouTube video 
published on September 12, 2018 by Vox Media. 
The orginal video can be viewed here: 
https://tinyurl.com/y7fg9mt9  
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt Tom Alley, SN 

Change of Season 
This issue of The Deep 
6 pretty much caps off 
our “transition” sea-
son. My boat is 
(mostly) winterized 
and put away, the 
lawn mower has been 

moved to the shed and 
the snow blower now sits in its place in 

the garage, we’ve set our clocks back from day-
light savings time to standard time, and I’m 
spending more time indoors and less time out 
in the elements.  
Another landmark of the change of season is 
the District’s Fall Conference, which you’ve al-
ready read about in the columns of several of 
our Bridge officers. 
 
Some More Fall Conference Information 
There was a fair amount of discussion concern-
ing the rebranding of the USPS to “America’s 
Boating Club”. While National committees are 
asking that squadrons complete their rebrand-
ing transition by the end of 2019, they are en-
couraging everyone to finish this effort as soon 
as possible. To that end, if your squadron 
newsletter is still sporting the “old” branding, 
feel free to contact your District Editor (that 
would be me) if you feel stuck and want a little 
help to move forward. 
Likewise, the majority of squadron web sites in 
the District 6 need to be updated in order to 
support the new ABC branding. Again, your 
District has resources that can give you a hand 
with this effort. Feel free to reach out to me or 

to District Administrative Officer Rick Hibbs to 
help you with your web site’s transition. 
 
Help Wanted 
A near universal condition of the small busi-
ness owners I know is that they are all lament-
ing the difficulty of finding qualified help to 
hire. As an employee of a large multinational 
company, I hear similar complaints among the 
hiring managers. It’s getting harder and harder 
to find people to fill jobs. 
As your newsletter editor, I must state that I’ve 
had similar problems in finding people to sub-
mit articles for our District newsletter. It must 
be that the uptick in the U.S. economy is keep-
ing people too busy and that they are spending 
all of their time writing for other publications. 
OK, maybe that’s not the root cause, but the 
fact remains that I know there are lots of stories 
to tell and I would love to share them in this 
publication. You don’t need to write well; it’s my 
job, as editor, to make you look/sound good. 
Generally speaking, if a story is good enough to 
tell your friends over your favorite beverage, 
then it’s certainly good enough to be told here. 
Please send me your stories. Anything boating-
related is great, but anything amusing, inter-
esting, and yes, even educational, can be in-
cluded in The Deep 6.  
I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 
2018 
November 
9-11 District 6 Fall Council & Conference, Ni-

agara Falls (D6) 
19 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

(D6) 
 
December 
5 Change of Watch (Rochester) 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from your 
District 6 Bridge & Committees!! 

 
2019 
January 
13 Change of Watch (Ithaca) 
13 Change of Watch (Seneca) 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
17 Radar for Boaters course begins, Online 

(Seneca) 
 

February 
1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. (D6) 
17-23 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National) 
23 Change of Watch (Susquenango) 
 
March 
9 Change of Watch (Syracuse) 
11 Change of Watch (Swiftwater) 
24 Change of Watch (Utica) 
 
April 
12-14 D/6 Spring Conference & Change of 

Watch (D6) 
17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

May 
1 Spring 2018 issue of The Deep 6 publi-

cation date (D6) 
TBA Boat Handling course begins (Seneca) 
TBA Safe Boating Week 
 

June 
TBA D/6 Rendezvous Cruise Fleet Depar-

ture, Watkins Glen (Seneca) 
 

July 
TBA D/6 Rendezvous, Buffalo, NY. (D6) 
4-7 Tall Ships Buffalo 2019, Buffalo, NY 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

August 
1 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date (D6) 
30-31 Tall Ships Brockport 2019, Brockport, 

Ontario. 
 

September 
1 Tall Ships Brockport 2019, Brockport, 

Ontario. 
08-15 USPS Governing Board, Louisville, KY. 

(National) 
 
October 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


