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District Commander’s Corner 

By D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN

America’s Boating Club 

Rendezvous Review. 

The 2018 D/6 Rendez-
vous: Gems of the 
Thousand Islands be-
gan on Wednesday, 
August 1st at the 
Clayton Yacht Club 
(CYC). Vessel safety 
checks were per-
formed by Syracuse 
Sail & Power Squad-
ron (SSPS) examiners 

P/C Ron Beebe, AP and 
Bill Favro, AP and by Rochester’s Don Reaves, 
SN. A robust on-the-water (OTW) program in-
cluded the boat handling portion of Inland Nav-
igation (IN) certifications for P/C Jim Sharpe, 
AP and Don Reaves by IN certifier D/C Jeff 
Freedman, JN-CN and also for Karen Green 
and Lt/C Dave O’Brien by IN certifier R/C Judy 
Swanson, SN. The OTW portion of the coastal 
navigation (CN) certifications for D/Lt/C Ken 
Green, JN and Dave O’Brien were conducted by 
CN certifier Judy Swanson. Judy and I became 
certifiers by certifier trainer P/D/C Paul Flagg, 
SN, at a prior D/6 rendezvous in Alexandria 
Bay. Meanwhile, back at the Clayton Yacht 
Club, SSPS SEO Lt/C Tess Freedman, JN, as-
sisted by P/D/C Charles Gray, AP, was show-
ing OTW boating skills and America’s Boating 
Channel videos to new boaters and Jump Start 
students Mike Kelleher, P, and new SSPS mem-
ber Lisa Notar, both of whom drove power boats 
for the first time after lunch. Following the OTW 
activities, six D/6 squadrons were represented 
at the Meet and Greet at CYC: Syracuse, Roch-
ester, St. Lawrence, Susquenango, Seneca and 
Iroquois. 
D/6 members came to the Rendezvous by land, 
and also by lake and river on seven power and 
three sailboats: Bill & Brenda Favro on their 
39-foot Mainship Eastnor; Jeff & Tess Freed-
man on their Trojan F36 Flybridge Cruiser Em-
pire; Jim and Tracey Ryder on their 42-foot 
Cruisers Yacht Island Quest; Charles & Judy 
Gray on their 31-foot Silverton N2Deep; Jim & 

Kay Sharpe on their 25-foot SeaRay Two 
Sharpe; Ken & Karen Green on their 26-foot 
SeaRay Yknot; Don Reaves on his 35-foot Jean-
neau sloop Counterpoint; Tom Alley and Andrea 
Johnson on his 35-foot Alberg sloop Tomfool-
ery; and Howard, Meg and Henry Cabezas on 
their 25-foot Catalina sloop Ruthie. Upon dock-
ing, young Henry tossed their bow line under 
the rail straight as an arrow. Mike and Ann 
Paetow keep their 37-foot Maxum Sunny & 75 
at CYC. Tom and Barbara Nicholas from Roch-
ester were berthed in the Clayton Harbor Ma-
rina where Barbara was doing vessel safety 
checks. Rodger Litchfield’s power boat Jolly 
Rodger was nearby at Bayside Marina and Dave 
O’Brien’s cruiser Triquetra was at French Bay 
Marina, both in Clayton. 
Reporting on the D/6 Rendezvous by invitation 
of SSPS commander Jim Ryder was Oniqua 
Higgins of Spectrum News whose video report 
entitled “Sailing All the Way from Syracuse with 
One Goal in Mind” broadcast the message re-
gionally that America’s Boating Club is “teach-
ing people how to have fun on the water safely.” 
In attendance from the Canadian Power Squad-
rons, Rideau District Commander Terry Hamil-
ton and P/D/C Linda Hamilton were impressed 
by our USPS OTW activities and by our Jump 
Start initiative. Linda has been advocating that 
Canadian Power Squadrons adopt the brand 
name Canada’s Boating Club. 
In addition to OTW instruction and certifica-
tions, the Rendezvous activities offered OTW 
excursions for all participants. Inspired by the 
Spring Conference theme of Women in Boating, 
Karen Green drove their 26-foot SeaRay YKnot 
from Tennis Island to CYC, prior to her IN boat 
handling certification. The Thursday excursion 
to Potter’s Beach in four boats gave19 Rendez-
vous participants, including retired boaters, a 
welcome outing on the river, a chance for swim-
ming, and a cruise for some past SSPS’s Bin-
nacle Island, down the narrow and scenic 
McDonald channel through some of the Admi-
ralty Islands to Hay Island and then back to 
CYC. For retired boater Lt Marian LaPierre, P, 
the Friday excursion from CYC to Boldt Castle 
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past many familiar cottages was “the highlight” 
of her summer. Friday’s golf tournament, orga-
nized by Ken Green, was by all accounts a great 
time for two foursomes. 
Rendezvous attendance peaked at the Thurs-
day BBQ Banquet at CYC with 43 attendees. 
After the feast, new SSPS member and accom-
plished sailor Melissa Sieling, accompanied by 
her husband Bill, sang folk songs of the sixties, 
supplemented by her original songs, including 
the debut of “Where Have All the Boaters 
Gone”, commissioned for our Rendezvous by 
yours truly. And where have all the boaters 
gone? To America’s Boating Club, of course! 
On Saturday, August 4th, about a dozen Ren-
dezvous participants attended the Clayton An-
tique Boat Show and Auction where Lymans, 
Garwoods and other classic varnished vintage 
vessels were viewed and sold. Then on Sunday, 
six of us cruised to Brockville, Ontario for a 
visit to the Aquatarium. For a week of post-
Rendezvous rest and relaxation Tess and I re-
turned to SSPS’s Binnacle Island where the call 
of the loon accompanies the rising sun, which 
later sets over the Bateau Channel beyond the 
Howe Island ferry crossing. It is peaceful here 
and that is good. 
Thanks to SSPS for hosting the 2018 D/6 Ren-
dezvous, especially SSPS and CYC member P/C 
Mike Paetow, P, for local arrangements at CYC, 
the able and helpful staff at CYC, Lt/C Cathy 
Garafalo, P for handling the registrations, R/C 
Judy Swanson, SN, for OTW arrangements, 
DEO Ken Green and P/C Jim Sharpe for use of 
their boats for OTW training and certifications, 
SSPS Cdr Jim Ryder for publicity, Karen Green 
for post-Rendezvous hospitality, SSPS SEO 
Tess Freedman, JN for jump start teaching and 
assisting with a myriad of details to make this 
Rendezvous a memorable and resounding suc-
cess advancing USPS’s missions of boating ed-
ucation and safety, promoting camaraderie 
among boaters and public service. 
Fall Conference Preview. 

Dates: November 9 – 11, 2018 
Location: Hyatt Place, 310 Rainbow Blvd, Ni-
agara Falls, NY 
Host Squadron: Swiftwater Power Squadron 
Conference Chair: Lt Bridgett Arieno, JN 

Keynote Speakers: 
• Captain Bert Rogers, Executive Director, 

Tall Ships America 
• Mike Vogel, Buffalo Lighthouse Association 

and event organizer of Tall Ships Buffalo 
2019 

The theme of the Fall Conference to be held in 
Niagara Falls November 9 - 11 will be Tall 
Ships. This conference is intended to lay the 
groundwork for involvement of D/6 USPS 
members in the Tall Ships Festivals to be held 
in Buffalo, NY, and Brockville, Ontario, on July 
4-7 and Aug 30 – Sept 1, respectively, in 2019. 
Tall Ships America is a partner organization of 
USPS. An invitational flyer announcing this 
conference will be sent to recreational boaters 
in yacht clubs and boating organizations in the 
Buffalo area. The Saturday afternoon program 
will be open to members of the boating public, 
who will learn about Tall Ships, the Tall Ships 
festival and the benefits of joining America’s 
Boating Club. 
Looking Forward to 2019 

In late June 2019, I plan to lead a flotilla of 
power boats from Syracuse and central NY west 
on the Erie Canal to arrive in Buffalo prior to 
the arrival of the Tall Ships fleet. USPS mem-
bers from D/6 in Central and Western NY, and 
affiliated Sea Scouts, would then have the op-
portunity to participate in the Buffalo Tall 
Ships festival in the following ways: (1) provid-
ing assistance to local law enforcement with 
their consent and direction as the Tall Ships 
arrive in Buffalo Harbor; (2) hosting individual 
tall ships in Buffalo harbor, helping to provide 
whatever shore assistance they may require; (3) 
otherwise participating and assisting in ways to 
be mutually determined by Tall Ships America 
and USPS D/6. Ample transient slips will be 
available in Buffalo’s new recreational water-
front harbor. In 2019, I will coordinate the 
cruise to Buffalo whereas DXO Nancy Bieber, 
P, will coordinate D/6 participation at Tall 
Ships Landing in Brockville, Ont.  
Safe boating to all for the remainder of the 2018 
boating season. Hope to see you at the Fall 
Conference. 

- Jeff 
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District Executive Officer’s Report 

By D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P  
Now that we are in the heart 
of summer, I hope everyone 
has survived the heat wave 
and is enjoying the beauti-
ful lakes and rivers of our 
state. I will be attending the 
Governing Board Meeting in 
Minneapolis, MN represent-
ing Commander Jeff Freed-

man later this month. If you 
have any information you would like me to re-
lay or obtain for you, let me know by August 
14th.  
A new North Country Welcome Center is sched-
uled to open this fall near the Thousand Island 
Bridge. This welcome center will highlight re-
gionally specific elements relating to the history 
and natural beauty of the St. Lawrence River 
and other history of the area. It will include in-
formation on tourist attractions such as Boldt 
Castle on Heart Island and the Antique Boat 
Museum in Clayton. Also included will be a 
Taste New York Market with locally grown prod-
ucts from the area. Local wineries, breweries, 
and distilleries will be represented. Other prod-
ucts include cheese, honey, and maple syrup 
produced in the North Country.  
Multiple interactive I Love New York kiosks will 
be placed in the welcome center, giving visitors 
the opportunity to develop a trip itinerary and 
test their knowledge of the region. The Antique 
Boat Museum will provide a boat for display to 
introduce visitors to the region’s boating herit-
age, and other artifacts from the region will be 
on display. There will also be a children’s play-
ground. As you have seen at our many rendez-
vous’ in the area, The North Country is home to 
some of New York’s most beautiful natural at-
tractions from the Thousand Islands to the St. 

Lawrence River, and this new welcome center 
will share information with visitors so they can 
experience these one-of-a-kind attractions. 
On another note, the New York State Assembly 
has passed a bill called Brianna’s Law that will 
require all boat operators in New York State, 
regardless of their age or experience, to com-
plete a safe boating course. The Legislative 
House has not yet acted on it and will not meet 
again until fall. However, it is expected to pass 
and be signed into law by the Governor. This is 
both an opportunity and a curse. It will have a 
twofold impact on our squadrons. First, we will 
need to hold additional classes. Much like we 
experienced with the requirement for all per-
sonal watercraft operators to take a safe 
boater’s course, we can expect larger and more 
frequent classes. Second, as the law currently 
stands, all operators must complete their class 
within one year of the law’s passage. There are 
thousands of boat operators throughout the 
state that will need educational classes, and we 
need to be prepared to accommodate them. 
This may mean that we get more instructors 
qualified to teach, line up more proctors, and 
plan for additional classes. Experienced boat-
ers could easily be instructed in a one-day 
course, while newer boaters would benefit most 
from the weekly classes. Make sure your 
squadron is prepared for this opportunity, not 
only to get our name out in our communities, 
but also to use as a membership recruitment 
tool. 
May you have a safe and healthy boating sea-
son! 

- Nancy 
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District Administrative Officer’s Report 

By D/Lt/C Rick HIbbs, SN 
Hoping this message finds you 
relaxing on a boat somewhere, 
with friends, maybe with a 
cold adult beverage in hand! 
Summer has finally arrived, 
and so far, it’s been a good 
one. 
My Sabre 28, VAMP, made it 
into the water and has had a 
good working engine and fully 

functional transmission this year, except for a 
minor headache on the way to Sodus Bay on 
the Friday before the 4th of July. My wife 
Bridgett and I had decided to tow her boat, 
Vixen, for some fun in shallow spots around So-
dus Point. She is a Bayliner Element 16 (Vixen; 
not Bridgett!) and we knew we could tow her 
because we’d had other summers years past 
when we had towed a 27-foot Cal T/2 across 
Lake Ontario! 
All was going well for the first 6 hours, except 
there was not much wind, so we were “motor 
sailing”. Bridgett noticed a change in engine 
noise. I listened and then checked over the 
stern and confirmed that the engine wasn’t 
pumping water out the exhaust. We shut the 
engine down a few miles out from Sodus while 
I checked for a cause. Not finding a problem 
with the usual airlock location, we elected to 
make Vixen the tow boat, and made it into So-
dus Bay and over to Sodus Marina! 
Next morning, I checked more thoroughly than 
I’d been able to out on the lake, and discovered 
the water had been pouring into the bilge be-
cause a “soft plug” was missing from the side of 
the engine! This was actually good news, be-
cause I’ve had experience changing that same 
plug years ago; it was previously caused by wa-
ter freezing because of inadequate anti-freezing 
of the water cooling system before winter. But 
there’s more good news, in that I still had re-
placement soft plugs! Bad news was I had to 
borrow a car and drive back to my house to get 
the parts. 
Not the best way to spend a sunny day in 90-
degree weather, but I was able to take apart 

enough of the parts in my way to enable re-
placement of the soft plug. But there was still 
water leaking from three locations (coming out 
of the water pump, at the thermostat housing, 
and underneath the exhaust manifold. O-rings 
from the Sodus Marina helped stem the flow (or 
maybe stop it) at the water pump exit, and 
enough water came through that the exhaust 
was spitting water the way it should.  
We enjoyed the rest of the weekend, including 
our 24th wedding anniversary dinner at the Bay 
Street Hotel. Made it home to Rochester towing 
Vixen all the way, having to pump the bilge 
three times on the way home. Standard O-rings 
are NOT a substitution for the actual part. With 
the new rubber “collars” I think we’re totally 
back in business!!  
So, two lessons I want to pass along: If you have 
an old engine, it will break down! If you can, get 
the critical spare parts and have them and the 
necessary tools aboard, and the breakdown 
need not ruin your cruise plans!  
The second point is: if you can, it never hurts 
to bring along a spare BOAT!!  

° ° ° ° ° 
As your D6 AO, I’d like to talk about one of my 
favorite topics: Membership!!  
The new “Jump Start” program is another way 
to introduce the Squadron and its education 
opportunities to a new boater. Saturday, we 
drove to Silver Lake (near Perry, NY) and spent 
a few hours with Ron Vargo on his new boat, a 
Harris Cruiser 220 3-tube pontoon boat. I had 
previously helped Ron and his wife, Carol, to 
take delivery, launch it at the Silver Lake Ma-
rina and bring it up to their dock for the first 
time! 
Our Jump Start afternoon was intended to 
demonstrate anchoring, how to raft-up, how to 
get “on plane”, how to tow and be towed. An-
choring went fine, with Ron seeing how to de-
ploy his new anchor, how to figure the scope 
needed for the depth, and how to set the an-
chor. Retrieving the anchor allowed us to show 
him not only how to maneuver up to the an-
chor, but how to cope with the sticky mud and 
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all the weeds you retrieve in addition to the an-
chor! The towing was a disappointment, as the 
second boat we had made plans with had a 
dead battery! We were able show and discuss 
rafting by circling a small raft-up of 4 boats en-
joying the afternoon! Getting on plane and 
other handling tips came out as a natural re-
sult of “experience” mentoring at the shoulder 
of “novice”. 
I believe this positive experience will lead to Ron 
and Carol becoming new Squadron members 
and are looking forward to getting into one of 
our ABC3 courses! Bridgett and I think the 
Jump Start option is another tool that every ex-
perienced squadron member should be on the 
look-out for opportunities to take out of the tool 
box!! 
Along the same lines, I’m working as one of the 
volunteer skippers for the Genesee Yacht 
Club’s New Sailor’s Program. The GYC is also 
experiencing a shortfall in membership and 
hopes this program will help bring in new mem-
bers. In years past it was primarily a way for 
people to get exposed to a sailboat, by showing 

up and getting assigned a boat to go for an 
evening sail. This year GYC is trying harder to 
“sell” the idea of membership. I’m using it as an 
opportunity to reach new boaters that might 
get interested enough to take a Squadron 
course. I am hopeful this will be a win-win for 
GYC and our squadron. 
Be on the lookout for any opportunity interact 
with and to acquaint boating people with Amer-
ica’s Boating Club!  
Finally, I encourage you to go to the Rendez-
vous Aug 1-3. I won’t be able to join you as I 
have a family commitment in New Hampshire. 
I will be looking forward to seeing you at Fall 
Conference in Niagara Falls Nov 9-11! Enjoy a 
safe summer on the water! 

- Rick 
° ° ° ° ° 

Comments are always welcome at: 
admin@uspsd6.org 

 

 

 

Education Corner 

By D/Lt/C Kenneth Green, JN 
Hello fellow District and 
Squadron members. I hope 
you are enjoying our hot and 
dry Summer which is provid-
ing ideal boating conditions 
so far. It is now time to up-
date again the members on 
the activities of the Educa-
tion Department. 

The Digital Media Library keeps 
producing new videos. Included among these 
are the following:  
• NAVRules FAQ which cover right of way 

rules, types of lights required, speed and 
passing distance in an interactive format  

• 4 Life Jacket videos; a Video Distress Sig-
nals video 

• 6 videos on Personal Watercraft usage 

• a video containing all you need to know 
about MMSI 

• a video on Accident Reporting. 
These can be accessed for free by typing in 
Americas boating channel on YouTube.com. 
Our NEO, Craig Fraser, reported on the method 
of obtaining statistical information about the 
ABC3 course: from the Education Department 
site on USPS.org, go to the Basic Education 
Committee and then ABC3 reports for the latest 
monthly data concerning how many courses 
are given and passed by the Squadrons. 
Boat Handling (Seamanship 2016) remains the 
only course available in e-book format. To ob-
tain this course a key which is obtained from 
the SEOS is required. The key is entered on a 
Key Redemption page, located on the top ban-
ner of the USPS home page.  
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New Webinars are still in progress: Preparing 
for a Hurricane, one on using HQ 800, and a 
webinar on Living onboard while cruising. 
Finally, I want to mention this year’s award for 
individual excellence in teaching, the Chapman 
Award. National, with an aim to increase par-
ticipation by squadrons, has taken steps to 
make the nominating process easier by simpli-
fying the forms and providing clearer guidelines 
and rules. Also electronic submission of com-
pleted applications is encouraged. This year 
our District has already proposed candidates 

for this prestigious award. The deadline for 
sending in completed applications for the 
award at the District level is August 1. 
I am awaiting further information on the many 
ongoing activities of the Education Department 
to be presented at the Governing Board meeting 
next month in Minneapolis which I will report 
to you in the future.  
Meanwhile, enjoy the Summer! 

- Ken 
 

 

A Message from the District 6 Secretary 

By D/Lt/C Mark Erway, AP 

The information and en-
thusiasm that Mary Paige 
Abbott shared with us at 
the Spring Council is still 
reverberating in my head. 
Specifically, the branding 
change from United States 

Power Squadrons to Amer-
ica’s Boating Club. In a few recent conversa-
tions with recreational boaters for whom I was 
performing Vessel Safety Checks, the oppor-
tunity to talk about our organization came up, 
and every time there was a confused reaction 
to the word Power and the word Squadron, even 
possibly being a negative reaction. But when I 
mentioned that we were going through the re-
branding process to become America’s Boating 
Club, the reaction was positive and opened the 
door for more information.  
It seems to me that National is headed in the 
right direction in this regard, and I am pleased, 
as a Commander, that my squadron is embrac-
ing the change and have selected the name 
“America’s Boating Club, Finger Lakes Chap-
ter”. As we go forward, our class flyers are al-
ready using the new logos and tag line, as well 
as our web page. Our webmaster, Tom Alley, is 
positioned to make changes to the web page 
and soon we will be “rebranded” ourselves. It is 
also my hope that our chapter will be able to 
lend support to the Ithaca Squadron which is 
currently facing hard times and that we can 

share resources that will benefit each other un-
til such time as membership can be rebuilt.  
From my vantage point it appears that the 
change is inevitable – from within our organi-
zation and from the demographic changes out-
side our organization - but happily, our change 
should be a good one. Hopefully each squadron 
will grab hold of it and incorporate it now. You’ll 
be surprised at the freshness it brings to con-
versations with unattached recreational boat-
ers. Our mission hasn’t changed, our educa-
tional materials continue to be of the highest 
standards, and even they are undergoing 
changes to make them more accessible and 
useful. The social aspects are still the same as 
well, to have fun together as we all boat safely 
on the beautiful waters of upstate New York.  
Lastly, our D/C Jeffrey Freedman has planned 
a number of activities for our District and even 
inviting those in the Canadian Sail and Power 
Squadrons the other side of the St. Lawrence. 
Participation in these will bring us together 
even more and will help spark renewed interest 
in what we’re all about. Please add the upcom-
ing activities and even those in 2019, to your 
calendar now, so that we’ll have some signifi-
cant turnouts, which alone will engender mo-
mentum for America’s Boating Clubs in District 
6.  
Fair Winds, 

- Mark 
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A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 

By D/Lt/C Maxine Flagg, SN-CN 

Save for a rainy day! That 
message has always come 
to us our whole lives, from 
our parents, our jobs, we 
told our kids and grand-
kids, it's everywhere. But 
first, where is the rain? 
Complaining? Only our 
grass and flowers - not the 

weeds, they are thriving! Cer-
tainly not boaters - it couldn't be better weather 
to be on the water, so I hope you are enjoying 
getting out any time you are able!!  
As for D6, we have, over the years, saved to be 
ready for a rainy day. Currently we have a 
healthy financial status despite our loss of 
members that is happening nationally as well 
as locally. A few squadrons have gained mem-
bers, some remain the same, and some have 

lost members. Isn't that always the case? Un-
fortunately, it seems the negative number is 
typically the larger. 
 
As much as we are financially stable, it's not 
the money that counts, but the people. We miss 
everyone who has left, either by choice or by 
passing. Each made a difference, each in their 
own distinct way. So, it is with a heavy heart 
that I mention the passing of Tom Shuell of 
Swiftwater and Linda Daniels of Susquenango. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to both the 
Shuell and Daniels families. God bless. 
Stay healthy, stay safe, and wear your life 
jacket!! 
Fair winds to all! 

- Maxine, D6 Treasurer 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 

One Year Period Ending March 29
th

, 2018 

Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
JULY 31, 2018             
  
National:  27,044 Members 2017 

24,819 Members 2018 
 -2,225 LOSS 

 
D/6:   611 Members 2017 

570 Members 2018 
- 41 LOSS 

 
SQUADRON  2017  2018  DECREASE  INCREASE  
AUBURN      9      8     1     
BUFFALO   34    27     7     
IROQUOIS   53   57     4   
ITHACA   26     25      1     
LOCKPORT   27     11   16     
ROCHESTER   102    84   18     
SENECA   69     73     4   
ST. LAWRENCE  18    19     1   
SUSQUENANGO   68    62     6     
SWIFTWATER  73    74      1  
SYRACUSE   103    102     1     
UTICA    29   28     1     
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 

P/D/C Tip Of The Day 

 Contributed by Bill Herrick 

 
Photo 1: Who says P/D/C's don't offer useful advice 
after they've left office? 

For you non-golfers out there, here is a per-
fectly nautical use for your “golf” umbrella. No 

more worries about dropping that one, unique 
fastener into the water! 

- Bill 
 

Call for Papers & Photos! 

By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
The Deep 6 editorial staff (that would be me) is 
looking for feature articles to include in the No-
vember 2018 issue. Anything related to boat-
ing, navigation, projects, or even an entertain-
ing yarn is suitable. If you need help writing it, 
I would be happy to work with you. Contact me 
at: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
Also, if you have a photograph or some artwork 
that you’d like to share with your D/6 col-
leagues, we need some good shots to put on the 
cover. Contact me at the email address above 
and we’ll figure out the details. 
All submissions need to be in by October 15th 
in order to make it into the November issue. 

- Your Editor, Tom  
 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 

Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
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Educational Opportunities in District 6 

Junior Navigation – Seneca Squadron 

The Seneca Squadron is offering a Junior Nav-
igation (JN) class. Students are out with the in-
structors this summer collecting sights for 
their sight folders while the weather is nice. 
Classroom sessions will begin this fall. 
If you are interested in participating in this 
class, please contact the lead instructor, Tom 
Alley (aseo@abc-flx.org). If you live too far away 
to make attending class in person practical, we 
will work with you to provide a way for you to 
attend virtually using your computer. 
Contact: Tom Alley (aseo@abc-flx.org or 607-
377-6262). 

 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 

If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so we can publicize it here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
 
 

 

The Gold Standard: Racing the Sole-Surviving British J-Class Tender Through London

 Article by STEFFAN MEYRIC HUGHES, Photos by PETER ZABEK Classic Boat Magazine 

Special thanks to Classic Boat Magazine and 
Jamestown Distributors for allowing us to re-
print this article! – Ed. 

° ° ° ° ° 

 
Photo 2: A new dash was made – gold-plated, in line 
with the boat's original fit-out, for durability as well 
as aesthetics. 

The story of Gelyce is, as with so many old 
boats, a slow-burning play of desire, abandon-
ment, and resurrection. In this case, the story 
is intertwined with the heyday of J-Class racing 
in the 1930s, a world at war, and possibly the 
early days of the British secret services. 

 
Photo 3: Gelyce attracting attention again on the 
Thames. 

 
Photo 4: The interior, as original, but now with a 
fridge for 'supplies'. 
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The sleek 1930s Camper and Nicholson com-
muter yacht has long been held as one of the 
great prizes left to restore, but for decades she 
sat rotting in a siding on the Upper Thames un-
der one tenacious owner, while would-be buy-
ers with their boat builders hovered, hopefully 
awaiting their turn at the monumental chal-
lenge of ownership. 
One hopeful partnership was Peter de Savary 
and Peter Freebody, but an attempted pur-
chase in the late 1980s fell through and she 
floated in a corner of the Freebody marina for 
years after. She looked like a nightmare back 
then, slowly dying on her feet, with the shape 
still proud above the water. I remember seeing 
her on a stroll around the yard a decade ago 
with the late Peter Freebody, a figure of almost 
mythical status, even in his lifetime, for his en-
cyclopedic knowledge of craft like this, and his 
benevolent but stern, almost intimidating, 
aura. So it was amazing that he had so little to 
say about Gelyce. Looking back on it now, his 
silence was the only reasonable reaction to the 
hopeless limbo afflicting the boat. 
 

 
Photo 5: Gelyce, as found. 

One party that had been quietly biding its time 
a few miles downriver was an owner-builder 
partnership which has been responsible, over 
the years, for saving Fixitor, Knight Errant, and 
many more lauded riverboat restorations. We 
are speaking here of owner Wint Taylor and 
boatbuilder Colin Messer. Their patience paid 
off in 2015 when Wint bought Gelyce and 
brought her to the Messers' yard, Classic Res-
toration Services, on the banks of the Thames 
at Windsor. Wint is one of a handful of collec-
tors of historic river boats, a niche group that 

also includes Bill Rose and Adam Toop, owner 
of the smaller Gelyce Class boat Islay. 
Wint's got the bug really bad, though. We meet 
at his riverside house in Chiswick, where a bus 
request stop stands in the hall. "The first thing 
I bought," remembers Wint. In his drive, under 
a tarp, is a 135hp sleeper Mini. He's also got a 
number of buses and other cars, but 
it's Gelyce we are here to see, and we take a 
quick drive to a pleasure boat pier to await her 
arrival. And so it is that on a warm day late in 
2017, under a thick sky, a shape in dark green 
appears in the distance from behind an island 
in the Thames off Chiswick, in leafy west Lon-
don. 
It's hard to describe what Gelyce looks like in 
this setting. The shape is so confidently ele-
gant, so flamboyant, that it's hard to imagine 
she sprang from the English imagination. It be-
gins to make sense when you remember that 
when she was built, Britain ruled a quarter of 
the world. Every metal fitting, inside and out, 
glints like gold, and that's because it is: 18-
carat Welsh red gold to be precise, just as orig-
inal. You expect to see Cruella de Vil on the 
helm. It's not though – it's Colin Messer, with 
brother Stephen and partner Jane Percival: 
Classic Restoration Services is a family affair. 
She comes up alongside the Thames river 
cruiser Queen Elizabeth, four years older 
than Gelyce, but a rough character with real 
tideway credentials. Her crew, similarly tough-
looking, take Gelyce's lines, engaging in some 
good-natured mockery at this pedigree arrival 
with its whining bow thruster, then Wint and I 
jump aboard. 
Photographer Peter Zabek shadows us from the 
bank, snapping away, then suddenly we part 
company and we're in an impromptu Top Gear-
style race, creaming along nicely, while Peter 
scuttles off to our destination of St. Katharine 
Docks to try to photograph our arrival. The 
rules of our race allow Peter to use any form of 
overland transport he likes. He opts for a train 
to Waterloo and a taxi from there. We 
have Gelyce, top speed 28 mph. Colin opens 
the throttle on the 175 hp, 1960s-vintage Rolls-
Royce car engine and the revs climb to 3,000 as 
the ebbing tide starts to gather force: the race 
is on. 
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Photo 6: The 1960s Rolls-Royce engine that powers 
Gelyce, with gold-plated detailing. It produces 175 hp 
and once powered a car. 

THE BIRTH OF A J-CLASS TENDER 

In the small aft cockpit, Stephen Messer, whose 
roles include yard historian, goes through the 
boat's history. She was built in 1931 by 
Camper and Nicholson to a Charles Nicholson 
design of 1912, and she remained under Ni-
cholson ownership until 1936. In that year, she 
was sold to a Mr. Nuttall, who owned her for 
only a year before she returned to her maker. It 
was during the 1930s that she was used as a 
tender and support vessel to Shamrock 
V and Endeavour in the Solent, both of them J-
Class yachts designed and built by Nicholson, 
both of which challenged for the America's Cup, 
and both of which failed, the latter gloriously, 
coming about as close to winning as any at-
tempt in history.  
She never accompanied her giant charges to 
the hallowed waters off Rhode Island to support 
them in their bids for the 'Auld Mug', unsur-
prisingly, as both sailed there on their own 
hulls, a stipulation of the race at the time. 

There is, however, some 1934 Pathé footage 
showing her with Endeavour, as she left Ports-
mouth to sail to America, "carrying the good 
wishes of the whole nation". 

 
Photo 7: Gelyce with Endeavour, 1932. 

In 1939, Gelyce was requisitioned by the Brit-
ish government for the war effort. This part of 
her history has partially eluded Stephen's ef-
forts to uncover, although he has a clue. Ste-
phen is a fierce researcher: when all else failed 
him on Wint's Fixitor project, he started going 
through Lloyd's Registers page by page, check-
ing every craft's dimensions until he found an 
exact match, working on the theory that she 
might have had a name change. He eventually 
found Fixitor. 
Similar tenacity has led to some information 
about Gelyce's role. It is now known that she 
spent a good part of the war based in South-
ampton and servicing the barrage balloons, 
tethered to barges at sea. The survivors of that 
squadron remember Gelyce to this day.  
It's in the muted halls of the National Maritime 
Museum in London that an even more tantaliz-
ing clue lies. During the war, the government 
kept records of requisitioned craft and in one of 
these 'Services Small Ships Pool' books, the 
name Vectis appears in brackets after Gelyce's 
name. HMS Vectis was the name of the now-
forgotten naval base set up in 1941 in Cowes 
across the Solent from Southampton. The base 
was run as a point of departure for the first 
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members of the Special Operations Executive 
to infiltrate the occupied continent on intelli-
gence missions. It's likely, but far from certain, 
that Gelyce, with her high speed and low draft, 
would have taken special agents to enemy-oc-
cupied France. 
After the war, Gelyce returned to a life of more 
sedate glamour, under the ownership of Hugh 
L. Goodson, a member of the Royal Yacht 
Squadron, who renamed the 
boat Seapecker and went on, in 1958, to back 
an America's Cup bid with the 12-Meter Scep-
tre. She was sold again in 1951, and renamed 
again, this time to Suani. She went through 
owners until some time in the 1970s, when she 
was bought by her long-term owner Jeremy 
Lion, under whom she experienced a long win-
ter of benign neglect (no damaging alterations 
were made). The glorious green apparition we 
were now on, cutting a swath through central 
London, had cut an even broader swath 
through much of the 20th century. 

THE GELYCE CLASS  

After the decade of glory that Gelyce enjoyed 
with the Js in the 1930s, people who know the 
type tend to refer to all Gelyce Class motorboats 
as J-Class tenders, but it was only Gelyce that 
actually performed that duty. In fact, she's one 
of only two J-Class tenders from the 1930s left 
in the world (the other is the American boat By-
stander).  
All in all, around 30 tenders were built in the 
Gelyce class. Some were smaller. Ten were built 
at this largest size (50 ft./15.1 m). Some, 
like Islay, were built at the 36 ft. (11 m) size. 
Stephen thinks they were probably often used 
as spectator boats for yacht racing, so alt-
hough Gelyce was the only J tender, many oth-
ers in the class would have attended racing in 
big yachts, ferrying wives, family, colleagues, 
and friends to watch the action out at sea.  
The Camper and Nicholson yard burned down 
in 1941, taking most of the yard's records, but 
it is known to this day that Gelyce class tenders 
were sometimes sold for export, two of them 
reaching as far as the Kremlin. Stephen and 
Colin, who have specialized in river craft all 
their lives, marvel at the hull shape, which is a 
shallow-draft, moderate semi-displacement 
shape. "She'll do 12 knots without leaving a 

trace," says Stephen, somewhere near Waterloo 
Bridge. "She leaves less wash than a slipper 
launch." 

THE REBUILD 

The wartime fire at the C&N yard meant there 
were no drawings to go on, but Gelyce's light, 
strong build and the fact that she'd remained 
afloat and buoyed by water meant that she had 
retained her shape, as well as most of her orig-
inal gear. 

 
Photo 8: Interior, showing the strong, light construc-
tion. 

Colin takes over the story: "We put her on the 
slip to see the bottom and were all quite sur-
prised at how good it was. The decks and 
beams were shot and the beamshelves were 
fine. We found some rotten planking, so a hole 
13 ft. (4 m) long by 18 in. (45 cm) wide had to 
be cut out on the port side and reinstated." 

 
Photo 9: In the shed at Windsor. 

The two planking layers (diagonal on the inside 
and fore-and-aft on the outside, to give a carvel 
appearance) are each of mahogany just 9 mm 
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(1/3 in.) in thickness. The framing is all done 
in steam-bent oak timbers 3/4 in. by 1/2 in. in 
section (18 mm by 12 mm) on 18 in. (45 cm) 
centers. This is very light for a working launch 
expected to take a full load of passengers to sea 
to spectate at yacht races. But Gelyce is not 
built like most boats. For a start, she has five 
stringers each side, as well as the beamshelves. 
All that longitudinal strength is matched by 
great transversal stiffness provided by the fur-
niture, every item of which works as a partial 
bulkhead. Colin shows how the stringers are 
pyramidal in section, a sign of thorough crafts-
manship for only minimal weight saving and an 
attractive appearance in a seldom-seen part of 
the boat. Even the shaft log's edges are cham-
fered all the way along. The overall effect is of a 
well-crafted near-honeycomb structure–stiff 
and light. 
After making the repairs necessary to timbers 
(only six needed replacing), the restoration be-
came interesting. A method that Colin some-
times uses is to re-skin tired hulls with new, 
thin layers of timber, a deeply practical solution 
that nevertheless causes some controversy. 
First of all, to give the Gelyce all the strength 
she'd ever need, even in rough seas, Colin and 
company glued three more skins of mahogany 
to the outside, with SP106 epoxy and polymer 
nails fired from a gun to hold the cure. Some 
700 mahogany strips and 75,000 nails were ap-
plied, in around 15 weeks in total. 

 
Photo 10: New pitch pine deck going down. 

 
Photo 11: An early color experiment – the other side 
is green. 

After this work, surveyor John Tough (grand-
son of Douglas Tough of Operation Dynamo 
fame) considered the hull so strong as a mono-
coque that the interior framing became imma-
terial. The propeller shaft was done by Steve Bil 
of Marine Solutions. "It's so perfect it doesn't 
move at all," said Colin. Marrying the beautiful 
engine to the boat's drivetrain without cutting 
parts of it away was one of the biggest head-
aches, cured by Mike Bellamy at Lancing Ma-
rine. The two-speed auto with no true neutral 
would have had insignificant creep when idling, 
with two tonnes of car above it and the driver's 
foot on the pedal, but with a river boat, the in-
ability to stop to come alongside or manage 
locks, would have been unthinkable. The solu-
tion was to remove the two-speed gearbox and 
weld a new, custom 6 in. x 18 in. (15 cm x 45 
cm) steel driveshaft to the drive plate. "It was a 
classic boatbuilder/engineer conversation," 
says Colin with a smile. "It sounds so simple. 
But imagine how precisely that driveshaft must 
be made. The tiniest imbalance and it would fly 
off, destroying all in its path." 
A flexible Python Drive takes the gradient out 
of the long prop shaft run from the engine un-
der the foredeck to the propeller 2 ft. (60 cm) 
inboard of the stern. The tired teak cabin trunk 
got a similar treatment to the hull. Today, it is 
sandwiched either side by new 6 mm (1/4 in.) 



Spring 2018   

The Deep 6  Page 17 of 19 

teak. Colin points out that this method pre-
serves all original material (albeit invisibly) and 
that it's a way of adding back what the years 
have eroded. "It was probably 1 in. (25 mm) 
thick originally, and probably lost about a 1/4 
in. (6 mm). We're replacing it all at once." 
The only noticeable modern addition is the fore-
deck hatch. "They used to cut the boat up and 
put it back together again to lift the engine out," 
said Colin. Most hardware inside and out is 
original and gold-plated. A new dashboard and 
instruments were made for the boat. 

 
Photo 12: Aft deck showing the metalware in Welsh 
red gold. 

Today, Gelyce must rank among the finest mo-
torboats in the world. "It's the best thing we've 
ever done," says Colin, without having to think. 
"I've wanted to restore Gelyce since laying eyes 
on her 20 years ago. She's the most stunning 
taxi ever built. Very seldom do I come upon a 
boat and think it can't be bettered in any way. 
You can take a foot-long rule and try to place it 
flat on any part of her. You won't do it." 

 
Photo 13: Interior gold-plated clock. 

 
We reach St. Katharine Docks to a small crowd 
of onlookers and lock in. Peter the photogra-
pher is nowhere to be seen. He never stood a 
chance. 

- Steffan 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

Note: Since writing this article, Gelyce won her 
category (Restored Powered Vessels) in our 
2018 Awards, by popular vote. 
See classicboat.co.uk for features on the 
smaller Gelyce class tender Islay and the J-
Class tender Bystander. 
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The Editor’s Editorial 

By D/Lt Tom Alley, SN 

On Plans and Preparation 

My Alberg 35 sloop, 
Tomfoolery, is safely 
back in her familiar 
slip in her home port 
of Watkins Glen fol-
lowing a 13-day trek 
through the New York 

canals, a good portion 
of the Thousand Islands, and two cross-

ings of Lake Ontario. After months of planning 
and weeks of preparation, we left the dock on 
July 28th, laden with provisions and full of hope 
for a safe and pleasant voyage.  
As some of you may recall, Tomfoolery’s last 
trip to Lake Ontario resulted in a near dismast-
ing when a clevis pin on the forestay failed. 
(That story appeared in the August 2016 issue 
of The Deep 6 and also in the July/August 2017 
issue of Good Old Boat magazine.) Casting off 
again was, emotionally speaking, a bit like 
reaching for the electric fence a second time 
with assurances that it really was turned off 
this time. 
Late last year a loose strand of cable was found 
on the upper swage fitting of the backstay, so a 
new backstay was constructed and installed a 
week before our trip to Ontario. While the back-
stay was tested on Seneca Lake in a shakedown 
sail, it would be a stretch to say that it had been 
in service long enough to establish itself as a 
dependable piece of hardware prior to our de-
parture. 
Add to this list all of the other equipment on the 
boat that had been replaced or upgraded over 
the winter, spring and early summer, and you 
have a whole bunch of systems that have not 
yet earned their tenure on the mental “don’t-
worry-about-it” list. 
Further complicating things are the logistics of 
ensuring I’d have adequate crew for the voyage. 
We all know how busy life these days is and 
asking someone to give you two contiguous 
weeks of their time is daunting. As a result, 
there are more plans to meet people in different 
places at different times and staging vehicles in 

various places to make sure everyone can get 
to and fro. In all, Tomfoolery had a total of five 
crew members on this trip, with only the cap-
tain being aboard the entire time. 
And then there are the outside factors that can-
not be controlled, like the weather. On a two-
week trip, you can virtually guarantee that you 
will invoke at least one contingency plan. In 
fact, you will likely invoke several and even re-
sort to making it up as you go along. While this 
last option has tremendous liberating potential 
for the skipper, it will test just how flexible your 
friends and crew are willing to be! 
In the end, my friends and I got to spend some 
quality time together on the water. It truly 
doesn’t get any better than that! 
In Memorium 

Our cruise this year be-
gan on a heartbreaking 
note when “Mister”, our 
10-year-old German 
Shepherd, passed away 
on the morning of our 
planned departure after 
a brief battle with a very 
aggressive cancer (he-
mangiosarcoma). I grew 
up with German Shep-
herds and have had one 
in my household my entire life, but Mister was 
special. We adopted him as a rescue eight years 
ago after he was seized by authorities in an 
abuse case, but you could never tell from his 
behavior that he had such a history.  
Always happy, extremely social, amazingly 
calm and unflappable, and eager to be trained, 
he became a certified therapy dog in 2012. He 
was a 106-pound package of unconditional love 
that could set anyone at ease. Our home, and 
our hearts, are very empty with his premature 
passing.  

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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District Calendar 

2018 

August 

1-3 D/6 Rendezvous, Clayton, NY. (D6) 
3-5 54th Annual Antique Boat Show & Auc-

tion, Clayton, NY. 
10 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date (D6) 
12-19 USPS Governing Board, Minneapolis, 

MN. (National) 
 
September 

No events currently scheduled. 
 
October 

15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 
November 

9-11 District 6 Fall Council & Conference, Ni-
agara Falls (D6) 

15 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 
(D6) 

 
December 

No events currently scheduled. 
 
2019 

January 

15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
TBD Change of Watch (Seneca) 
 
February 

1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 
date. (D6) 

17-23 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National) 

 
March 

No events currently scheduled. 
 
April 

12-14 D/6 Spring Conference & Change of 
Watch (D6) 

17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 
May 

1 Spring 2018 issue of The Deep 6 publi-
cation date (D6) 

TBA Safe Boating Week 
 

June 

TBA D/6 Cruise Fleet Departure, Watkins 
Glen (Seneca) 

TBA D/6 Cruise Fleet Departure, Syracuse 
(Syracuse) 

 

July 

4-7 D/6 at Buffalo Tall Ships Festival, Buf-
falo, NY. (D6) 

15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
 

August 

30-9/1 D/6 at Brockport Tall Ships Fes-
tival, Brockport, Ontario. (D6) 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


