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District Commander’s Corner 
By D/C Jeffrey Freedman, JN-CN

America’s Boating Club 
“United States Power 
Squadrons is Amer-
ica’s Boating Club.” 
Thus wrote Chief 
Commander Gary 
Cheney in the Spring 
2018 Ensign. USPS is 
not changing its 
name; rather, USPS is 
utilizing a new de-
scriptor designed to 
increase membership 

that better explains to 
the public who we are and what we do. Thus, 
we are introducing a more informative market 
brand name, and at the same time retaining the 
tremendous reputation that United States 
Power Squadrons enjoys in the recreational 
boating industry and community.  
At our recent Spring Conference V/C Mary 
Paige Abbott, SN-IN further explained that 
United States Power Squadrons is our corpo-
rate name, like General Motors in the auto in-
dustry. America’s Boating Club, consisting of 
Districts and Squadrons from coast to coast, is 
one of our brands, like Buick. Another brand is 
America’s Boating Channel, referring to the 
plethora of YouTube boating videos that intro-
duce the public to aspects of our well-developed 
boating safety and skills curriculum. A third 
new brand will be boating schools established 
under a grant from the US Coast Guard in ma-
jor population centers where USPS members 
with captain’s licenses will teach the public 
outside of our traditional district and squadron 
organization.  
 
Marketing America’s Boating Club.  
At the USPS national meeting in Orlando, mar-
keting committee chair Paul Mermelstein, SN, 
announced the start of a print advertising cam-
paign with 19 million impressions to be fol-
lowed by media and social media advertising. 
Paul Mermelstein, who attended our 2017 
Spring Conference in Fayetteville, explained 
that our historical market is cruisers, whom we 

must try to retain. Our growth market, ages 40 
to 55, consists of those who paddle, fish, and 
engage in water sports, which groups we must 
try to entice to join. And our stretch market is 
the younger millennials, whom we must wel-
come.  
Each of our squadrons should have an individ-
ual specifically charged with marketing; the 
success of our events depends both on well 
chosen content and how effectively we populate 
our events with members and the public. 
 

District and Squadron Websites.  
The USPS national template for squadron web-
sites is available. Following our social media 
workshop at our 2017 Fall Conference in 
Oswego, it seems clear that the USPS national 
template option best addresses our D/6 needs 
while providing for the security of our members 
and rosters. Expertise is available within D/6 
for assistance with converting from a variety of 
independently created websites to using the 
USPS national template. A USPS national tem-
plate for district websites should soon become 
available, at which time we should plan to have 
a new district website with a secure on-line 
password-protected roster linked to USPS’s 
DB2000 membership database. 
 
Spring Conference Wrap-up.  
A flyer describing our conference theme of 
“Women in Boating” was circulated to Roches-
ter area yacht clubs and boating groups, 
spreading the name of USPS and its new desig-
nation as America’s Boating Club. Thanks to 
Rochester Sail and Power Squadron for hosting 
this conference.  
Kudos to keynoter Susan Korzeniewski for en-
gaging our conference attendees and extending 
their boating goals, while sharing her personal 
life’s journey from being unable to tack her 
Hobie 16 in for lunch on Oneida Lake to seven 
women’s Hobie 16 North American champion-
ships, completing a 1000-mile offshore race in 
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an open 20-foot Hobie, and a harrowing trans-
Atlantic monohull delivery across the North At-
lantic encountering gales with 40-foot waves.  
At the workshop on “Changes and Challenges 
in Recreational Boating”, moderated by DXO 
Nancy Bieber, P, author and naturalist Susan 
Peterson Gately urged us to preserve the pas-
time of recreational boating by taking our chil-
dren and grandchildren boating. The societal 
value of recreational boating is that it engen-
ders a desire to preserve and protect our treas-
ured waterways for future generations. Mari-
anne Warfle’s description of the new Port of 
Rochester Marina made me want to cruise to 
that appealing destination. And Kim Vorchhei-
mer of Ess Kay Yards in Brewerton discussed 
challenges facing family-owned full-service ma-
rinas with an uncertain level of support for rec-
reational, as opposed to commercial, boating 
emanating from Albany.  
And kudos to D/6 Member of the Year, our new 
D/6 conference chair, Bridgett Arieno, wife of 
DAO Rick Hibbs, SN, and daughter of P/D/C 
Joseph Arieno, SN, for stepping up and filling a 
vital vacancy by making our conference ar-
rangements and leading the conference volun-
teers, all of whom did a tremendous job at our 
spring conference.  
Kudos also to our National Chief’s Representa-
tive, USPS’s National Executive Officer V/C 
Mary Paige Abbott, SN-IN, who communicated 
much valuable information and who is in line 
to become USPS’s first female National Chief 
Commander in 2020, 100 years after women 
won the right to vote! 

Summer Rendezvous.  
Make your reservations ASAP for the summer 
rendezvous, “Gems of the Thousand Islands”, 

at Clayton Yacht Club August 1–3, preceding 
the Antique Boat Show to be followed by a 
cruise to Brockville, Ont. To help facilitate 
planning, please be sure to return your reser-
vation by May 20th with the checklist of the ac-
tivities that you would like to do at the rendez-
vous. Details and a tentative schedule of activ-
ities follow this article.  
Clayton Yacht Club can accommodate the first 
50 individuals who return their reservation 
forms. Invitations have been extended to the 
Kingston, Brockville and Ottawa Power Squad-
rons, reciprocating the kind hospitality we re-
ceived in Canada at our joint rendezvous and 
cruise last summer. 
 

Fall Conference.  
Save the dates of November 9–11 for our Fall 
Conference in Niagara Falls, hosted by Swift-
water Power Squadron, with a conference 
theme of “Tall Ships”. This conference is de-
signed to begin preparations for D/6’s partici-
pation in the Tall Ships Festivals to be held 
July 4th weekend in Buffalo and Labor Day 
weekend in Brockville, Ontario next year in 
2019. In addition to squadron bridge officers 
and members, all squadron educational officers 
and as many squadron teachers as possible are 
encouraged to attend a special session to learn 
about the many changes in USPS’s educational 
offerings.  
Come to the rendezvous in Clayton and have a 
safe and healthy boating season this summer! 

- Jeff 
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District Executive Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Nancy Bieber, P  

Soon, I hope, the weather 
will turn warm and we can 
once again get out on the 
water, teach safe boating to 
the community, and enjoy 
the summer months to 
which we all look forward. 
However, during the colder 
months when boating in 

New York State is impossible, 
my local squadron, Susquenango, plans activi-
ties and excursions to provide camaraderie 
among our members.  

 
Photo 1: Entrance to the Curtiss Museum in Ham-
mondsport, NY. 

Recently an excursion to the Glenn Curtiss Mu-
seum, dedicated to aviation history from the 
early 1900’s, was planned. My initial thought 
was that it was a museum that would interest 
the men more than myself, but boy was I 
wrong. What I found there, among other things, 
was the history of the development of flying 
boats invented by Glenn Curtiss. His idea for 
the flying boat was sparked by his realization 
that when the early airplanes he built crashed 
to the ground they were destroyed and he had 
to build a new model.  
Born and raised in Hammondsport, New York 
he realized that nearby lakes and waterways 
provided a perfectly smooth area for soft takeoff 
and landing. He was the first person to land an 
airplane on water (1910) and take off from wa-
ter (1911). In 1912, Curtiss adapted the design 
of a boat hull into an aircraft thereby inventing 
the flying boat.  

Curtiss’ Model E was the first of a long series of 
flying boats featuring a boat hull. He demon-
strated the takeoff and landing to the United 
States Army and Navy on Keuka Lake and was 
soon commissioned to make it into a military 
version for the Navy for use prior to and during 
World War I. In addition to making the airplane 
a practical reality, he pioneered in the design of 
seaplanes and flying boats.  
Naval seaplanes, flying boats, and aircraft car-
rier operations are all a direct result of Curtiss’s 
influence. The US Naval Curtiss NC-4 flying 
boat became the first aircraft to successfully 
cross the Atlantic Ocean making him known as 
the father of naval aviation. He built the Curtiss 
America flying boat in 1914 and the museum 
staff has made a reproduction of that craft. It 
began being used in community events by fly-
ing it over Keuka Lake in 2007, most recently 
in 2014.  

 
Photo 2: The Curtiss America flying boat reporduc-
tion. 

 
Photo 3: The Curtiss America flying boat. 

I was pleasantly surprised by the display of wa-
ter flying boats and the use of our beautiful Fin-
ger Lakes in their development. There was also 
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a section dedicated to early wooden boats in-
cluding runabouts, sailboats, canoes and kay-
aks that have been restored, or are in the pro-
cess of being restored, to their original beauty. 
A must see for all us boaters.  
The museum is located on Route 54 in Ham-
mondsport at the south end of Keuka Lake. It 
is a gem of airplane and flying boat history and 
well worth traveling to see. 
Your Executive Officer, 

- Nancy 
 

Photo 4: The Curtiss Seagull flying boat. 

 
 

District Administrative Officer’s Report 
By D/Lt/C Rick HIbbs, SN 

Hey everyone! 
Anyone else ready for spring? 
It’s April 16th, and I’m watch-
ing it rain in 42-degree 
weather! But at least I now 
have a working transmission 
reconnected to a functioning 
2-cylinder diesel engine, for 
the first time in almost 2 
years! So, things are starting 

to look up! 
Since my last report my wife, Bridgett Arieno, 
and I attended the USPS National Governing 
Board Meeting of America’s Boating Club in Or-
lando, FL, meeting up with longtime friends 
(Jeff & Chris) formerly of Rochester, now living 
in Mandeville, LA where Jeff is the SEO and his 
wife, Chris, is Secretary of the Lake Ponchar-
train Sail & Power Squadron. Since we were all 
there for the first time, we enjoyed the activities 
and attention paid to all of the “First timers”, 
including a special welcome by C/C Louis 
Ojeda at a First Timers Wine & Cheese Recep-
tion! More later! 
It was also my privilege and pleasure to be the 
District Commander’s representative at the 
Change of Watch for Syracuse and Swiftwater 
Squadrons in early March. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate and thank Cdr Jim 
Ryder of Syracuse Squadron and Cdr Dan Hoff-
man of Swiftwater Squadron for taking the job 

of commander for their respective organiza-
tions. It is one of the most important jobs in all 
of the America’s Boating Club organization!  
Just back from the District 6 Spring Confer-
ence hosted by America’s Boating Club of Roch-
ester. D/Lt Bridgett Arieno, JN did an out-
standing job as both D/6 Conference Chair and 
chair of the host squadron committee. We had 
a brief Council Meeting and got to know V/C 
Mary Paige Abbott, SN-IN, the USPS National 
Executive Officer. This was followed by a very 
enjoyable “social exchange” at the D6 Hospital-
ity Room where Lt Kevin Parks, AP served in his 
well-known role as mixologist of adult bever-
ages. I’m sure other officer reports will further 
detail the rest of the conference, but I want to 
close out my report of Friday’s activities with 
the cake and singing of Happy Birthday for Lt 
Rita Parks, longtime editor of the Rochester 
newsletter The Chart.  
These activities I’ve mentioned gave me oppor-
tunities to discuss some of the activities high-
est on the priority list for the District Admin-
istration Officer and the Admin department. 
Membership continues to be a struggle for all 
Squadrons and a concern at all levels of Amer-
ica’s Boating Club. We are all sure of two things 
pertaining to membership levels: 
1. There’s no magic bullet way to attract and 

keep members 
2. We’re all determined to keep trying any new 

idea anyone has! 
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Though we’ve had problems with name recog-
nition in recent past, it is clear that the Na-
tional Marketing group is committed to the re-
branding of USPS as America’s Boating Club! 
This will help us all as we try to explain our-
selves to new prospects. Mary Paige surprised 
us with the fact that this name was trade mark 
registered years ago and is only now being se-
riously pushed at National and as you can see, 
we at the District are on board (Pop quiz: how 
many times have I already used the name in this 
article?!?) and will be encouraging the use by 
all local Squadrons. 
In response to suggestions by the P/D/C’s, I’d 
like to try video conferencing with “Go To Meet-
ing”, as soon as P/D/C Bill Herrick, JN is able 
to bring me up to speed on how to arrange, in-
itiate and execute the calls! This will better en-
able us to communicate membership ideas 
around the district. I’ll be looking to talk with 
the Squadron AO’s and will welcome any Mem-
bership Chair as well. As an example of topical 
discussion points, here’s a thought: 
Have a recognition of any “First Timer” at any 
event you hold (Rendezvous, Change of Watch, 
Picnic, etc.). It’s a welcoming gesture, and a 
good step toward retaining a new member! List 
any ideas you have for attracting and retaining 

new members. We’ll talk soon (I hope!). By the 
way, the pop quiz answer is 4!! 
Last thing on my mind this issue of The Deep 6 
is to remind you of the USPS website. There is 
an unbelievable amount of help available there 
for any task you undertake in service to Amer-
ica’s Boating Club, although it is not always 
easy to find it. I keep stumbling around and 
keep uncovering new things. I suggest you try 
it. It’s NOT Facebook, so no one’s keeping track 
of what you do on the site!! I also suggest you 
get a notebook and keep track of things you 
find, and how you got there!  
For now, I wish us all a drier spring, and suc-
cess in prepping and launching our boats! 
Hopefully we’ll see each other at District Ren-
dezvous (Aug 1st-3rd) or at Fall Conference (No-
vember 9th-11th!). Don’t forget about the Jump 
Start program, as a way to help new boaters on 
their boat, start to build a personal relationship 
with them, and introduce them to America’s 
Boating Club !!  

- Rick 
° ° ° ° ° 

Comments are always welcome at: 
admin@uspsd6.org 

 
 

Education Corner 
By D/Lt/C Kenneth Green, JN 

I would like to furnish you 
with the highlights of the an-
nual meeting of the USPS 
which I recently attended in 
Orlando. Consult Currents, 
the consolidated reports and 
the Ed Dept. web pages for 
more details.  
 

Course Names  
The names of the advanced courses will be 
changed as follows: 

Old Course Name New Course Name 
Seamanship Boat Handling 

Piloting Marine Navigation 

Advanced Piloting Advanced Marine Naviga-

tion 

Junior Navigation Offshore Navigation 

Navigation Celestial Navigation 

 
These are more expressive of the course content 
than before.  
 
E-Books  
Seamanship is now available as an e-book. 
Your SEO will be able to order this for new 
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courses. It will consist of the 2016 text in PDF 
format. The course price and the exam process 
are unchanged.  
 
Digital Media Library  
The new name for these videos has been 
changed to Americas Boating Channel.  
They can be located at the USPS website or at 
http://www.americasboatingchannel.com. 
  

BSVT the virtual trainer  
Three new videos also available at this site have 
been created that assist in using this teaching 
tool: BSVT setup and shutdown, Operational 
techniques, and Advanced capabilities.  
These greatly simplify the process of using the 
trainer.  
 
ABC-3 Course  
This is now available in a Spanish edition, 
providing a great opportunity to educate the 
Hispanic population and increase USPS mem-
bership.  
 

USPS Learning Center Project  
USPS and the US Coast Guard are partnering 
to establish a national network of on the water 
training centers for boaters not necessarily 
members. Initially, sites will be located in Flor-
ida, Texas and California during 2018. Much 
work remains to be done before these become 
operational.  
 
Boat Live 365  
This is a new, comprehensive program whose 
goal is to reduce boating accidents and increase 
safety. Still in test mode it will include semi-
nars, vessel safety checks, safety demonstra-
tions, on the water training, materials for chil-
dren and various events. Events include boat 
shows, marine outlets floats in a parade, and 
seminars. The details of the entire program can 
be found in a program playbook that has been 
created for this purpose. At the end of March a 
website will go online. (www.boatlive365.org)  

Boat Live 365 has great potential for expanding 
the influence of our organization and its mis-
sion.  
 
Boat Operator Certifier Program  
As the organization of this program is complex 
I will try to simplify it.  
First is the flexible Jumpstart program which 
I’ve described before in which a member com-
pletes a training session with a new boat owner. 
Second are the following courses: 1) Hands on 
Training and 2) Boat Operator Certification. 
The latter consists of four skill levels each re-
quiring a series of courses and seminars plus 
on the water skills specific for each level: Inland 
Navigator, Coastal Navigator Advanced Coastal 
Navigator and Offshore Navigator. Both of these 
require training and certification of competence 
by a trained certifier. The details of each course 
and the require- ments to be a certifier are 
found by traversing the Education Department 
of the USPS webpage. Also can be found are the 
newly updated BOC manual and the new certi-
fication seminar PPt presentation. This sum-
mer a portion of the Rendezvous will be devoted 
to members who want to achieve one of these 
grade levels.  
 

ED-80, EDN-92, EDN-93  
Some administrative material: ED-80, which 
covers nomination of SEOs and ASEOs is now 
entirely online.  
EDN-92 mandates: No more seminar waivers 
for those attempting to bypass the New Semi-
nar Policy. 
EDN-93 requires that course material added by 
a squadron should only use squadron brand-
ing. In other words, it is not appropriate to use 
USPS or District branding when squadron ma-
terial is added.  
 
It is readily apparent how dynamic this organi-
zation is when one reviews all the activities in 
the educational sphere.  

- Ken 
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A Message from the District 6 Secretary 
By D/Lt/C Mark Erway, AP 

Spring Conference 2018, 
East Avenue Inn and 
Suites. Women in Boating 
was our theme, and our 
guest speakers did not dis-
appoint us at all. Added to 
that mix was our National 

XO, Mary Paige Abbott, who 
spent some quality time with us. She was as 
energetic and supportive and challenging as 
P/C/C Louie Ojeda was last fall. What a team 
we have at National! The big takeaway for me 
was the emphasis that our national team is 
putting on our re-branding effort to adopt and 
promote our new identity as “America’s Boating 
Club – for boaters, by boaters™”. This is going 
to make us think out of the box more and more 
as we continue forward.  
We are well aware that things are changing 
within our District as squadrons continue to 
grapple with changes in demographics, mem-
bership, along with the challenges of offering 
quality programs to a recreational boating com-
munity that is very different than any that has 
come before. Very clearly, some squadrons are 
doing well, some are facing an uphill battle. If 
we embrace the changes and challenges we can 

survive, and not only that, but will be able to 
thrive. We need to be thinking outside the box, 
thinking of action programs and hands-on 
OTW activities. We can no longer rely on the old 
squadron meeting format, especially if it’s not 
drawing members to attend.  
As our District representatives were gathered 
together on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
there were many conversations between people 
of different squadrons asking each other ques-
tions like, “What’s working for you?”, “What is 
that you have stopped doing?”, “What are you 
going to be doing this summer?” Best of all was 
the encouragement that we all shared with 
each other, and the forward-looking attitude 
that was prevalent.  
With input from a fantastic team of Past Dis-
trict Commanders, our current Commanders, 
and the dedicated men and women who were in 
attendance, this Bridge, under D/C Jeff Freed-
man, will continue to look for ways to share 
success stories, connect our squadrons across 
the state, and plot a course toward revitaliza-
tion.  
Your Secretary, 

- Mark 
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A Message from the District 6 Treasurer 
By D/Lt/C Maxine Flagg, SN-CN 

Well, after a long weekend 
in the south, where the 
temperatures ranged 70's 
to 80's with sun, getting 
back to New York was a lit-
tle shock, to say the least. 
OK, now I'm at my com-
puter, looking longingly 
over Cayuga Lake, what do 

I see? Almost nothing except my 
neighbor's bridge that spans the creek (Lively 
Run) that flows into the lake next to our house! 
Why - snow storm coming down from the NW. 
Oh yeah, I know the eastern shore is there, 
from better than 50 years experience on the 
lake, but nope, can not see through the snow 
flakes. Maybe by May 1st, the shore will show 
up again, or yet again, maybe not. Oh well, life 
in the Finger lakes often takes strange turns. 
Hope for the best, expect the worst… Boat 
launches not eminent but then again, rarely 
are in April anyway.  
So, to change from the dreary weather subject. 
I'm about to enter the recycle mode, as I expect 
I was installed as D6 Treasurer, round 2 at 
Spring Conference 2018.  
First, I'd like to thank Ed Sanders for the time 
he spent on the books before me. Ed, you had 
everything in place, all balanced, notated, orga-
nized, in binders, all anyone could ask for with 
the transition. It was an easy transition, with 
the gracious help also with P/D/C Isabel War-
ren. Thanks Isabel for all the help, first with 
making all the paperwork with Five Star Bank 
so easy to facilitate the transfer from Ed to me. 
Next, just as important or more for the mem-
bers, you pointed me in the direction of rolling 
over D/6's three CDs to the most favorable per-
centage of any bank in the state. Not that I was 
seriously considering recommending any other 
option for "safe" investment. Thank you both 
again, Ed and Isabel!!! You've made my job 
soooo much easier!!! 
We ended fiscal year 2017-2018 on a great 
note. The budget was presented/approved as a 

deficit budget by slightly over $1000. We ended 
with a surplus of not quite $1000, even with 
the decreased number of members, meaning 
assessment was down. The reason for that sur-
prising revelation was Fall Conference 2017, 
being very exciting and informational, made a 
nice profit. Much of that was because of not 
just a little donated money towards the event, 
adding the "niceties" that made the conference 
special. This actually lead to a motion for the 
budget 2018-2019, approved by Conference, to 
"donate" $500 to any squadron willing to take 
on the task of hosting a conference. Rochester, 
for Spring Conference 2018 took very good ad-
vantage of this. Remember the D/6 rule - a 
squadron can NOT lose money, the district will 
make up the difference, and the great thing is, 
the host squadron and the district split the 
profit - a win-win situation. Commanders, 
please consider hosting!! 
Before I end this, two short housekeeping ac-
tion items for Squadron Treasurers.  
One, the new budget passed last fall for 2018-
2019 has raised the dues by $2 for active and 
active with families, $1 for Life and Sustaining 
with families. This change is automatic through 
HQ for all active members. Where you come 
into play, HQ does not bill our portion for new 
members. So, when you process a new mem-
ber, you need to forward me $10 for each new 
member. Thanks in advance!! 
Two, Squadron treasurers, the Form 990-N 
postcards are due after the end of your fiscal 
year. If you would, please contact me when this 
mission is accomplished. While it doesn't take 
much time to fill out the forms, it is very im-
portant to the IRS for keeping your tax-exempt 
status. You don't want to tangle with that mess. 
Thanks again. 
Here's to a warm, and safe start of the boating 
season! Fair winds and following seas. 

- Maxine, D6 Treasurer 
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A Message from the District 6 Member Involvement Chair 
By P/R/C Priscilla B. Clarke, AP 

Member Involvement, Member Services, Edu-
cation, and having fun on and off the water are 
vital to the growth of our squadrons, our dis-
trict and the entire USPS. 
Spring is a very important time for D/6 mem-
bers as it involves dues renewal for many of us. 
As a suggestion, reach out now to your mem-
bers to encourage them to renew, especially 
those you have not seen at recent activities. 
Share with them your next events, classes, pro-
grams and member benefits. Write a note on a 
post card to those who renew thanking them 
for their support of the squadron and America’s 
Boating Club, USPS. 
With spring in District 6 squadrons comes 
COW – Has your squadron submitted the OD2 
form? Likewise, district needs to file the OD1 
form. Information provided on these forms fa-
cilitates communication within our District, 
within our National committees and USPS 
Headquarters personnel. The OD 1 and OD 2 
forms are available on DB2000 and also on the 
USPS web page under Site Index/Forms. 
Speaking of forms, on the USPS web page un-
der Site Index in addition to the MemCom 1 
Membership form, you will find HQ 102, the 
Personnel Change Form, HQ 103, the Reinstate 
a Member Form (must have Certificate num-
ber); HQ 104, Application for Change of Mem-
bership Status (Active, Family, …) and HQ 110 
Replacement – request to transfer a current 
member to another squadron/district. I had 
great success with this HQ 110 form when 
transferring several Lockport Squadron mem-
bers electronically to Swiftwater.  

The Member Services committee asks each 
squadron to update DB2000 records particu-
larly for individuals listed as address unknown 
or who are deceased. 
This year and going forward, judging of the 
USPS Youth Poster contest will take place at 
the fall Governing Board meeting instead of at 
the USPS Annual Meeting. The theme this year 
is “America’s Boating Club Saves Lives”. Art-
work should illustrate how safe boating 
through education, on-the-water, skills and 
proper use of equipment saves lives. Age 
groups remain the same: 6-8, 9-11 and 12-14. 
Conduct local contests through schools, youth 
library programs and other youth groups 
(Scouting). The theme expression of our youth 
is outstanding! 
The submission date for the P/C/C William 
Selden IV, SN Member Involvement Retention 
Award is 15 May to me as Chair of the National 
program. The form, available on the Member-
ship web page under Awards, requests that you 
explain the outstanding program(s) and action 
plans which you utilize to engage and retain 
your members. Awards will be presented at the 
USPS fall Governing Board meeting in Minne-
apolis, MN, August 2018. All squadron and dis-
trict entries will receive a certificate of partici-
pation at their respective fall conferences. A re-
cent Deep 6 newsletter article highlights sev-
eral of past success programs and action plans 
submitted by squadrons.  
Lastly, National Safe Boating Week, May 19-25, 
is an excellent opportunity to involve your 
members in the WearIt campaign. 

- Priscilla 
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District 6 Membership Committee Report 
One Year Period Ending March 29th, 2018 
Respectfully submitted by P/C Thomas Dixon, P and P/D/C Chris Tertenik, SN 
 
MARCH 2017 
National: 28,328 Members 2017  Note: March 2018 data for national membership was not 

26,410 Members 2018  available. February data was used for 2018. 
 -1,918 LOSS 

 
D/6:  654 Members 2016  Note: Due to squadron dissolutions, membership count 
  602 Members 2017   for Hamburg squadron (9) was removed from 2017 data. 
   -52 LOSS   
 
 
SQUADRON  2017  2018   DECREASE  INCREASE  
AUBURN 9 9 - - 
BUFFALO 39 32 7 - 
IROQUOIS 58 54 4 -   
ITHACA 28 26 2 - 
LOCKPORT 31 15 16 - 
ROCHESTER 113 96 17 -   
SENECA 74 72 2 - 
ST. LAWRENCE 17 17 - - 
SUSQUENANGO 64 69 - 5   
SWIFTWATER 75 80 - 5 
SYRACUSE 111 103 8 - 
UTICA 35 29 6 -   
 
Membership Committee:  

Chair, D/Lt Tom Dixon, P 
PRC ChrisTertenik, SN 
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From Around the District (and Beyond) 
Call for Papers & Photos! 
By Tom Alley Editor, The Deep 6 
The Deep 6 editorial staff (that would be me) is 
looking for feature articles to include in the Au-
gust issue. Anything related to boating, naviga-
tion, projects, or even an entertaining yarn is 
suitable. If you need help writing it, I would be 
happy to work with you. Contact me at: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
Also, if you have a photograph or some artwork 
that you’d like to share with your D/6 col-
leagues, we need some good shots to put on the 
cover. Contact me at the email address above 
and we’ll figure out the details. 
All submissions need to be in by July 15th in 
order to make it into the August issue. 

- Your Editor, Tom  
 

Alert!! Warning!! Alert!! 
 P/C Marti Tertinek, S 
About this time a year ago, I received a “Vessel 
Documentation Renewal Notice”. At that time, 
as you all know, I was “knee deep” in the middle 
of the infamous Plan 2014 Flooding. I immedi-
ately sent in the “requested” $70.00 fee.  
Hmmm, I thought the USCG only charged 
$26.00? Oh, well, they must have  raised their 
fees…  
Chris, my husband, then, also, questioned the 
$70.00 fee. That got me to thinking. I then did 
some investigating, calling the USCG. They ver-
balized to me that I had become “sucked” into 
a “Third Party Documentation Renewal Ser-
vices Company”. They reported that these com-
panies send out these notifications a month or 
so earlier than when the USCG sends out their 
notices. That’s one way they “suck” you in. I did 
eventually receive my vessel documentation, 
however, they pocketed an additional $44.00. 
I knew that BOAT/US at one time had a Press 
Release about this situation. I contacted them 
and they gave me permission to have the Press 
Release published in the Chart. It will also be 
seen in The Deep 6 as well.   
  

If you have a federally documented vessel, 
please take a few moments to read this article. 
If you don’t have a documented vessel, take the 
time to read the article; pass the information on 
to a friend or associate that may have a docu-
mented vessel and is not aware of this issue. 
For those of you who teach, pass it on to your 
students. Oh, by the way, rumor has it that 
Commander Bill Towner received the same 
kind of correspondence.  While this “service” is 
technically legal, don’t let this scam take ad-
vantage of you! Link below. 

- P/C Marti Tertinek, S 
https://www.boatus.com/pressroom/re-
lease.asp?id=1280 
Editor’s Note: Shortly before publication, I re-
ceived a “renewal notice” from this company as 
well. I’m curious how many other D/6 members 
are getting this notification? Please send your re-
sponses to theDeep6@usps.org.  
 

Notice to Mariners: NYS Canal Fees in 2018 
 NY Canal Corporation 
January 31, 2018 – Mariners are advised that 
fees for pleasure vessels have been waived for 
the 2018 Navigation Season. 
Commercial vessels may get permit applica-
tions, fee schedules, and instructions 
at http://www.canals.ny.gov/business/shippi
ng.html  
For updates and information, please 
visit Canals.NY.gov or follow us on Face-
book or Twitter. 
 

Notice to Mariners: NYS Canal 2018 Hours of Op-
eration 
 NY Canal Corporation 
January 31, 2018 – Mariners are advised that, 
conditions permitting, the Eastern Erie Canal 
(Locks E-2 Waterford through E-23 Brewerton) 
will be opened on Tuesday May 15th at 10:00 
a.m. 
The rest of the New York State Canal System 
(Champlain Canal, Western Erie Canal, 
Oswego Canal, and Cayuga-Seneca Canal) will 
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be opened on Friday, May 18th at 7:00 a.m. 
– conditions permitting. 
The entire New York State Canal System will 
close for the season on Wednesday, October 
10th at 5 p.m. 
The standard hours of operation for the 2018 
season are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. with the following 
locks and lift bridges having extended hours 
until 10 p.m. from May 18th to September 
12th:  
• Lock C-1, Halfmoon 
• Lock E-7, Niskayuna 
• Lock E-23, Brewerton 
• Lock O-1, Phoenix 
• Lock O-2, Fulton 
• Lock O-3, Fulton 
• Lock E-24, Baldwinsville 
• Main Street Lift Bridge, Fairport 
• Lock E-32, Pittsford 
• Lock E-33, Henrietta 
• Spencerport Lift Bridge 
• Adams Basin Lift Bridge 
• Park Avenue Lift Bridge, Brockport 
• Main Street Lift Bridge, Brockport 
• Holley Lift Bridge 
• Hulberton Lift Bridge 
• Ingersoll Street Lift Bridge, Albion 
• Main Street Lift Bridge, Albion 
• Eagle Harbor Lift Bridge 
• Knowlesville Lift Bridge 
• Medina Lift Bridge 
• Middleport Lift Bridge 
• Gasport Lift Bridge 
• Exchange Street Lift Bridge, Lockport 
• Lock E-34/35, Lockport 
• Lock CS-1, Cayuga 
• Lock CS-2/3, Seneca Falls 
• Lock CS-4, Waterloo 
In addition to the structures listed above, Locks 
E-2 through E-6 and Guard Gate #2 in the Wa-
terford Flight will operate on demand 
from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. from Thursday 
through Monday from May 18th to Septem-
ber 12th. During the same period, the hours of 
operation for the Waterford Flight will be 7:00 
am to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days. Due to roving operations, some delays 

may be experienced during certain periods in 
the Waterford Flight. 
Vessels are required to arrive at a lock at least 
15 minutes prior to closing to ensure being 
locked through, and at a lift bridge at least 5 
minutes prior to ensure an opening.  
For updates and information, please 
visit Canals.NY.gov or follow us on Face-
book or Twitter. 
 

Penalties for AIS System Broadcast Errors 
Cmdr. G. L. Freeman USCG 
MARINE SAFETY INFORMATION BULLETIN – 
March 2, 2018. 
This Marine Safety Information Bulletin is be-
ing published to ensure mariners maintain 
their Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) in 
an effective operating condition. The integrity of 
AIS data transmitted by all vessels in U.S. wa-
ters is absolutely crucial. The broadcast of in-
correct AIS data is a navigational hazard which 
could result in accidents, especially in con-
gested waters, or extend the response time of 
assets during search and rescue operations.  
Background -The U.S. Coast Guard Navigation 
Center (NAVCEN) discovered numerous vessels 
broadcasting incorrect AIS data which is in vi-
olation of 33 Code of Federal Regulations 
164.46(d)(2) and can result in civil penalties.  
Sector Juneau, in concert with NAVCEN, is is-
suing deficiencies to vessel owners and opera-
tors who are broadcasting incorrect AIS data. 
To assist with complying with AIS regulations 
NAVCEN maintains the Vessel Information Ver-
ification Service (VIVS) found at  

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/vivs. 
VIVS is a self-help web application which al-
lows vessel owners to validate their AIS trans-
mitted information. To help understand AIS er-
rors NAVCEN has an AIS Encoding Guide 
found at  
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/pdf/AIS/AISG
uide.pdf.  
NAVCEN also has a tool to show current AIS 
discrepancies found at  
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/aisSearch/ 
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When you input your vessel's information on 
NAVCEN's AIS search, non-compliant vessels 
will have a red YES listed under Errors. To view 
your discrepancies, check the box next to view 
and double click on the underlined view tab.  
NAVCEN regularly extracts AIS data. Several 
factors can cause your AIS system to become 
non-compliant, for example; a recently updated 
FCC Station License, having multiple Maritime 
Mobile Service Identity numbers, formatting er-
rors, and incomplete length or measurement 
data. To avoid any potential civil penalties, sev-
eral days prior to operating I highly recommend 
you verify your AIS information. If you receive 
a letter from Sector Juneau notifying you of dis-
crepant AIS data being broadcast, please 
promptly notify my staff once all your AIS dis-
crepancies have been corrected.  
Contact - For any questions regarding this 
MSIB, please contact your nearest Marine 
Safety Unit.  
• LT Colin Schembri at Sector Juneau 

(colin.p.schembri@uscg.mil or 907-463-
2477)  

• LT David Evans at MSD Ketchikan 
(david.a.evans@uscg.mil or 907-225-9410)  

• CWO Jay Willimon at MSD Sitka 
(jay.r.willimon@uscg.mil or 907-966-5490)  

Sincerely,  
G. L. FREEMAN 
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard 
Alternate Captain of the Port, Southeast Alaska  
 

CANPASS Program Terminated 
According to a recent posting on Cruiser’s Fo-
rum (http://www.cruisersforum.com), the Ca-
nadian government recently sent out a letter to 

current CANPASS members stating, “As of April 
3, 2018 CANPASS Private Boats Program has 
been discontinued. Current members program 
privileges will remain until their member-
ship expires.” 
 

COLREGS Memory Aid 
Do you or your students have trouble remem-
bering the pecking order under COLREGS? 
Here’s a nifty little mnemonic to help you re-
member: 

New Reels Catch Fish So Purchase Some 
N = Not under command. 
R = Restricted in ability to maneuver. 
C = Constrained by draft. 
F = Fishing (not trolling) 
S = Sailboats under sail. 
P = Power boats (or sailboats under power). 
S = Seaplanes. 
 

Binnacle Island Raffle Cancelled 
Jim Scherzi Syracuse 
The Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron is cancel-
ling the raffle for a one-week stay on their prop-
erty of Binnacle Island due to a lack of ticket 
sales. Apologies for any inconvenience this will 
cause. 
 

Comments? Questions? Your Two-Cents? 
Do you have comments about any of the con-
tents of this issue? Please send your letters to 
the editor (theDeep6@uspsd6.org) and we’ll 
share the best/most insightful here! 
 

 

Educational Opportunities in District 6 
Junior Navigation – Seneca Squadron 
The JN class is composed of two parts. There is 
the classroom portion where you will learn the 
theory and the process of navigating using 
nothing more than the sun, a sextant, and a 
timepiece. Then there is some “field work” you 

need to do to demonstrate your ability to step 
through the mechanics of executing the sight 
reduction process. As with all USPS advanced 
grade courses, there is a final exam to certify 
your understanding of the subject. The class-
room sessions can be completed in 8 to 16 
weeks (depending upon whether you meet each 
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weekly or bi-weekly). The field work can be 
completed in 2 or 3 weekends, assuming the 
weather cooperates. All field work must be sub-
mitted in a sight folder before any JN student 
can qualify to take the final exam. 
Historically, we have seen a high attrition rate 
among students who have completed the class 
but failed to complete their sight folders. Part 
of the reason for this is that the classes typi-
cally ended in late winter or early spring, mak-
ing for weather conditions that discouraged go-
ing outdoors to take sights. As a result, the 
Seneca Squadron is going to flip things around 
a bit and walk everyone through the field work 
FIRST (while the weather is nice), and then 
show you what to do with all of the numbers 
you’ve collected later. 
Here are the details: 
• When: 

o Field Work to begin on Saturday, 
June 23rd at 10:00am. We will hold 
additional sight taking sessions every 
few weeks throughout the summer. 

o Classroom sessions to begin in Sep-
tember or early October at a 
date/time/place convenient to all. 

• Where 
o Field work will be at Seneca Lake, ei-

ther on the water or at an agreed-
upon location to facilitate suitable 
solar observations. 

o Classroom location will be deter-
mined by the class later in the sum-
mer. 

• Instructors: 
o Tom Alley 
o Jim Morris 

• Cost: $150 per student (includes textbook 
and a current nautical almanac). $74 for 
each additional family member. (Repeating 
students are free if they buy their own al-
manac.) 

• Registration Deadline: Thursday, May 31, 
2018 

Seneca squadron will make sextants available 
for use with the course. (Depending on the 

class size, you may have to share, and, unfor-
tunately, we will definitely make you give it 
back when the class ends!) If you are signing 
up from another squadron, please check with 
your SEO if you have a sextant available locally. 
Contact Tom Alley to register for this class: 

aseo@senecapowersquadron.us 
 
 

Seneca Junior Sailing – Seneca Squadron 
Seneca Junior Sailing will kick off its fifth sea-
son this month. A summary of the program is 
as follows: 
• Who: High-school-aged youth. 
• Where: Watkins Glen Village Marina, Wat-

kins Glen, NY. 
• When: Saturdays in June and July. Pro-

gram will wrap up prior to the D/6 Rendez-
vous fleet departure. 

• Instructors: The program is led by Captain 
Tom Alley with the assistance of numerous 
volunteer coaches of great experience. 

• Cost: Base cost is $120 per student. Addi-
tional fees apply if students sign up for pe-
ripheral programs such as the ABC class, 
Sailing class, or invitational extended trips. 

For more detailed information, please contact 
ADEO Tom Alley and ask for the information 
packet for this program.  

adeo@uspsd6.org 
 
 

Hands-On Cruising – Seneca Squadron 
By Tom Alley Seneca 
Have you been harboring dreams of going off on 
more than just an afternoon’s sail, but don’t 
know where to start? Have you already taken 
Cruise Planning but need a little push to actu-
ally untie those dock lines? Here’s your chance! 
The easiest, and safest, way to learn how to go 
cruising is to go with people who have done it 
before, either as crew or as a flotilla with other 
boats. This year, the Seneca Sail & Power 
Squadron has a fleet of at least three boats that 
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will be leaving Watkins Glen in late July to at-
tend the District Rendezvous in Clayton, NY on 
August 1st–3rd.  
If you are interested in participating, either 
aboard your own boat or as crew aboard some-
one else’s, please contact Tom Alley: 

aseo@SenecaPowerSquadron.US 
You won’t need to commit to join the fleet for 
the entire voyage. If you just want to traverse 
the length of Seneca Lake, that’s fine. Or, if you 
want to get some experience in the New York 
Canal system, just meet up with us and we’ll 
lock through together. Want to rendezvous with 
the fleet and come along for a lake-crossing to 
the St. Lawrence Seaway? You can do that, too. 
Join the fleet when you want, break off when 
you want, and learn while you’re with us – it’s 
the perfect, individualized itinerary! 

Karen Larson, one of the creators of Good Old 
Boat Magazine, said it best: “The point of going 
is to be gone!”  
So, what are you waiting for? Let’s go cruising! 
 
 

Publicize Your Training Opportunities! 
If your squadron is planning to offer any type 
of formal or informal class, seminar or hands-
on training opportunity, please let the editor 
know so we can publicize it here. Not only is it 
a great way to get more folks interested and 
signed up, but it’s also a great socializer and 
way of meeting USPS members from neighbor-
ing squadrons! 
Send information to theDeep6@uspsd6.org. 
 
 

 

Did You Know: Bluetooth Is Named After The First Christian Viking King? 
 By Billy Ryan www.uCatholic.com 

January 16, 2018 

 
First introduced almost twenty years ago in 
1999, Bluetooth has become a household name 
with its iconic logo present on almost every de-
vice we own. From headphones and speakers, 
to cars and even toothbrushes, everything to-
day is Bluetooth connected. But have you ever 
wondered just how Bluetooth got its bizarre 
name? It turns out we owe the namesake to the 
first Christian Viking king. 
King Harald “Bluetooth” Gormsson was the Vi-
king king that ruled Norway and Denmark from 
the year 958 to 986. Born around the year 910 

and son of the Viking king Gorm the Old, Har-
ald became famous for unifying the various 
tribes of Scandinavia and for introducing 
Christianity to the Vikings. He was known for 
having a rotting tooth that appeared to be blue, 
hence the moniker. 
King Harald was converted to Christianity in 
960 by a German cleric of the name Poppo. Ac-
cording to tradition, the cleric asked Harald to 
prove his faith in Christ, who did so by carrying 
a great weight of hot iron without being burned. 
Afterwards, Harald was baptized by Poppo. Fol-
lowing his own conversion, Harald’s people 
abandoned their pagan Norse gods and gradu-
ally all of Denmark was converted. 
Why was the Viking kings nickname used for 
the technology? At the time of its creation, 
Bluetooth was meant to be a unifying technol-
ogy for wireless communication. Jim Kardach, 
a founder of the Bluetooth SIG that manages 
the technology, explains he chose the name be-
cause King Harald was famous for unifying 
Denmark and Norway much like Bluetooth was 
intended to be a unifying technology: 



  United States Power Squadrons® 

Page 18 of 47  The Deep 6 

“Harald had united Denmark and Christianized 
the Danes! It occurred to me that this would 
make a good codename for the program. At this 
time I also created a PowerPoint foil with a ver-
sion of the Runic stone where Harald held a 
cellphone in one hand and a notebook in the 
other and with a translation of the runes: ‘Har-
ald united Denmark and Norway’ and ‘Harald 
thinks that mobile PC’s and cellular phones 
should seamlessly communicate'” 
 

 
Photo 5: The baptism of Harald Bluetooth. Detail from 
baptismal font from circa 1100 in Tamdrup Kirke, 
Denmark. 

Not only did Bluetooth take after King Harald’s 
name, but they also got their logo from him 
too. The logo is actually what is called a bind 
rune, a ligature or joining of two separate Scan-
dinavian runes. Combining the runes that cor-
respond to the initials of Harald Bluetooth in 
the Latin alphabet creates the official Bluetooth 
logo. 

 
 

- Billy 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

Billy Ryan is a student at The University of Ak-
ron studying biochemistry. After graduation, he 
plans to attend medical school. 
This article was first published on January 16th, 
2018 by uCatholic.com and is reprinted with 
permission. Thank you for sharing your content 
with USPS D/6! 
 
 

 

Replacing A Stove In An Older Boat
By Tom Alley, SN Seneca 

Introduction 
For the first 49 seasons of use, our 1965 Alberg 
35 had a simple, two-burner, propane camping 
stove as the primary cooking implement in the 
galley. While it had served us well, a couple of 
long weekends with some hungry teenagers 

aboard suggested that the stove be upgraded to 
something a little more versatile. Besides, the 
old stove was beginning to succumb to age with 
corrosion pronounced enough that it was be-
yond being a cosmetic issue. 
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Selecting a New Stove 
Selection criteria for a new stove eventually dis-
tilled down to a very short list of requirements. 
Since I didn’t want to embark on a major inte-
rior remodeling job, the stove would be con-
strained to fit within a specific space in the 
boat. Adding features (like an oven) would re-
quire sacrificing some galley storage space and 
allowing for a gimballed mount would reduce 
storage options even more, but possibly elimi-
nating more than three quarters of the storage 
volume we were using for our pots, pans and 
plates. In the end, an oven became a “must 
have” and other features were put on the “it-
would-be-nice” list. 
The first filter to apply to the selection of stoves 
available was fuel type. Since our boat was al-
ready configured to use propane for cooking, we 
decided to stay with that fuel source for the 
time being. While propane has both advantages 
and disadvantages, it is a readily available fuel 
with which we were familiar.  
Next, we looked at the size of the space availa-
ble and what would fit into it. While it would 
have been nice to upgrade to a third burner, 
this made candidate stoves large enough to re-
quire major surgery to the interior cabinetry to 
make them fit, so we rapidly concluded that two 
burners would be a practical limit. 
The next question was gimbaling. The old stove 
simply sat on a fixed shelf, so over the years we 
had fabricated a system of potholders that 
would keep our meals located on the burners 
under most reasonable conditions and we did 
our best to never over-fill pots. Gimballing 
would have been a nice option, but it was not a 
priority over other stove functionality. 
“Marine” stoves were researched, and it quickly 
became apparent that they were all well outside 
of our budget, even used ones. While an all-
stainless-steel unit is certainly warranted for 
boats in salt water, our cruising grounds are in 
the Great Lakes where corrosion is not nearly 
the problem it is elsewhere. As a result, marine 
stoves were ruled out for financial reasons and 
we started looking at the “camping” alterna-
tives. Since we had been living with a camping 
stove for so long, this was not viewed as a major 
compromise and, right or wrong, the $1,000 

price difference went a long way to help ration-
alize this decision. 
In the end, we narrowed our selection to a 
Camp Chef brand, two-burner camping stove 
with an oven that could accommodate a 13 x 9 
baking pan. The dimensions were optimal for 
the space that was available, and the unit en-
joyed highly favorable ratings from customers 
who had purchased it. Best of all, it was avail-
able new for about $200 during a sale at Gan-
der Mountain. 
Once the new stove was obtained, it was con-
nected to a propane bottle in my workshop and 
fired up – all burners set to “high” and the oven 
set to its maximum temperature. After about 
half an hour, a thermal camera was used to 
identify hot spots on the exterior of the unit 
that might require special shielding and/or 
ventilation. The good news was that the exterior 
of the unit remained quite cool except for the 
oven vent in the top rear of the unit. As a result, 
4-inches of space was allowed behind the unit 
for proper ventilation of the oven. 
 

Preparing the Space 
The old stove was rather small, standing less 
than 4-inches tall. This allowed the galley to 
have a sizeable drawer and reasonable cup-
board below the stove. Additional storage was 
immediately behind the stove in another cubby 
located below the shelving unit against the in-
side of the hull. 
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Photo 6: Origninal stove aboard Tomfoolery. 

 
Photo 7: Starting the modificaitons to boat cabinetry 
to accommodate the new stove. 

The new stove stood almost 18-inches high, but 
fortunately had a similar footprint in the hori-
zontal plane. This meant that the drawer and 
most of the cupboard below it would be sacri-
ficed, but the cubby behind the stove could re-
main. 
After removing the drawer and cupboard con-
tents, an oscillating cutting tool was used to re-
move the shelf. During this operation it became 
obvious that the galley cabinetry had been as-
sembled prior to being installed on the boat 
(even before the deck had been put into place). 
Numerous screws had to be cut through to get 
the shelf removed. Even more had to be cut to 
remove the drawer supports and front trim 
panel. 
A pair of cleats were installed at the appropriate 
height to support the new shelf on which the 
stove would rest. The most difficult aspect of 
this task was to ensure that the cleats were 
level relative to the countertops in the galley. 
The height was set so that the cover for the 
burners would be at the same height as the 
counter top to provide a work surface when not 
cooking. 
Plywood panels were veneered with mahogany. 
These panels would serve as the shelf and side 
panels of the now gutted space for the new 
stove. 
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Photo 8: Storage drawer has been removed. Storage 
cabinet must now be trimmed to size. 

 
Photo 9: Cleats have been installed to support the new 
stove shelf. A cabinet liner is also present to prevent 
condensation on the inside of the hull from rusting 
cooking pots. 

 
Photo 10: Applying mahogany veneer to plywood to 
dress up the stove space. 

With the panels in place, the new stove was 
test-fitted. After some minor adjustments, the 
new shelf and panels were screwed into place 
and solid mahogany trim was used to hide 
seams and screw heads. 
 

Installing the New Stove 
With the panels in place and fitted, the new 
stove was positioned, and the space was fin-
ished off.  
Being a camping stove, the propane pressure 
regulator was located on the back side of the 
unit where it attached to the stove with a pro-
prietary fitting. Fortunately, the fitting mated 
with the regulator using a standard 1/8-inch 
pipe thread. This allowed us to remove the fit-
ting from the regulator and, using an adapter, 
connect it to our existing low-pressure (10 psi) 
propane line. This modification was necessary 
in order to avoid having a high-pressure (~350 
psi) propane line traveling from the propane 
tank through the boat. 
Naturally, you want to check all the connec-
tions for leaks before putting a propane line 
into service. Teflon pipe tape and soapy water 
are your best friends here! If you can borrow a 
gas sniffer, even better! 
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Photo 11: New stove in its installed position. 

The trim piece covering the front of the shelf 
stands proud of the shelf surface to prevent the 
stove from sliding off the shelf. Similarly, the 
cleats holding the metal bar prevent the stove 
from tipping forward when heeled to starboard, 
and similar cleats behind the stove contain it 
when heeling to port. The metal bar also serves 
as an attachment point for potholders to re-
strain meals being cooked while underway. 
Cooking implements will still fit in the cubby 
behind the stove and the larger pots and pans 
will still (just!) fit in the cupboard below. Cookie 
sheets and shallow baking pans (new additions 
to the galley) fit behind the stove without block-
ing the oven vent. The old drawer front will 
eventually be recycled as the new cupboard 
door. 
The original finish inside of an Alberg 35 was a 
wood-grained Formica surface. Easy to clean, 
but not so pretty to look at. As interior modifi-
cations proceed, these surfaces are being 
roughed up, veneered with mahogany, and var-

nished so as to provide a finish with an ele-
gance dignity that comes with being a classic 
yacht with 50-plus years of sailing experience. 

 
Photo 12: New stove showing oven interior and burn-
ers. Burner lid doubles to contain cooking spatters. 

 

Safety Considerations 
No article about propane stoves would be com-
plete without talking about safety. Like gaso-
line, propane is a fuel that demands respect 
and is unforgiving of complacency. The bilge 
blower for the gasoline engine was left in place 
during a recent repowering since propane va-
pors are also heavier than air and would tend 
to settle there in the event of a leak. A propane 
detector and shut-off solenoid are also must-
have items for any boat using propane. Lacking 
a propane locker (it’s on the future project to-
do list), our cylinder is stored on deck where 
any leaking fumes can easily dissipate. 
One feature found on many marine stoves is a 
thermocouple to shut off gas flow should the 
flame be blown out. This is typically not found 
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on camping stoves. Since our prior stove did 
not have this feature, it has become a well-en-
trenched habit among our crew to never leave 
the stove unattended while cooking or baking.  
Another aspect of using a fuel-burning stove in 
a confined space is that of ventilation in order 
to prevent oxygen deprivation and potential 
buildup of carbon monoxide (CO). Make sure 
you also have a working CO detector in the 
boat. (We have two.) 
 

Commissioning and Field Testing 
Of course, once the stove was installed, it had 
to be commissioned and tested under operating 
conditions, so we set out on a six-day cruise to 
try it out! 
A definite plus with the new stove was the pie-
zoelectric igniters for the burners. No more 
fumbling around in a drawer to find a match or 
lighter to ignite a burner. Lighting a burner can 
now be accomplished with one hand in the time 
it takes to turn on the propane and twist a 
knob. A cup of coffee can be made in under 2 
minutes. (A fellow sailor introduced us to pre-
packaged coffee in “tea bags” that make prepar-
ing this beverage a breeze!) 
More thorough “testing” was done by the 
younger members of our crew. The first exer-
cise was to bake chocolate chip cookies while 
underway. Only six cookies were eventually 
produced, but this relatively low yield was not 

due to any fault of the stove or oven. Rather, 
the cooks kept eating the cookie dough before 
it could be baked! The oven proved itself later 
in the voyage when a pizza was prepared. 
During the first season of use, we carefully 
monitored temperatures around the stove to 
ensure that the ventilation and spacing pro-
vided was adequate, and it was. There were no 
unacceptable hot spots discovered, even during 
extended baking runs with the oven, and the 
varnish on the surrounding woodwork, even 
behind the oven vent, is still intact after three 
years of use. The only challenge so far has been 
to correlate actual oven temperature with the 
reading on the built-in oven thermometer. I’m 
sure we’ll figure that out over time, though. 
Overall, the new stove has proven itself to be 
much easier to use and provides our crew with 
a greater variety of food choices when under-
way. I’m looking forward to our next trip so that 
we can do even more culinary explorations 
while aboard. 

- Tom 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

A version of this article originally appeared in 
the Nov/Dec 2017 issue of Good Old Boat Mag-
azine and is reprinted here with permission. 
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Do It Yourself Boat Canvas 
By Don Kloeber Seneca 

[Editor’s Note: This article is a summary of the 
handout made by Don Kloeber for members who 
signed up for his “Do It Yourself Boat Canvas” 
seminar. This seminar covered what it takes to 
get started and some advice on how to approach 
boat canvas projects. – Ed.] 
 
Getting Started  
Sewing Machines – features & options  
Sailrite is probably the best-known of the 
“home” sewing machines suitable for doing 
canvaswork. (http://www.sailrite.com) Their 
web site has all sorts of helpful information and 
videos as well. Other brands worth looking at 
include Tuff Sew, Omega, and Mini-Walker (via 
eBay). There are also many higher-end/profes-
sional machines available such as Consew, 
Juki, Adler, Pfaff, Singer, etc.  
Walking Foot Sewing Machines.  
A walking foot moves the top of the fabric while 
the feed dog moves the bottom of the fabric. 
The walking foot keeps the fabric from shifting 
while sewing, essential when machine quilting 
or sewing many layers of fabric. 
Reverse Stitch 
This is an essential feature used to “lock” the 
stitch at beginning & end of a stitch line. 
Straight Stitch  
Straight stich will satisfy ~90% of of all com-
mon marine canvas needs. Exceptions include 
sails & some repairs where zig-zag stiches are 
helpful or required.  
Presser Foot Lift 
This is the distance that the foot can be lifted 
Sailrite LS/LZ models have a 3/8” lift. Good (in-
dustrial machines have as much as 9/16” pe-
dal lift available. 
Under Arm Space 
This is the space between the “arm” of the sew-
ing machine and the table where the fabric be-
ing sewn lays. Sailrite LS/LZ models have a 
space that measures about 7 inches wide by 
4.5 inches high, which is considered “good”. 
“Better” is closer to 9 inches. Iindustrial ma-
chines have dimensions of 10” to 20” available.  

Sailrite Balance Wheels 
Power Plus & Moster II balance wheels are 
available that slow stitch speed but add power 
and enable better speed control. The Monster 
Wheel includes a hand crank that can also be 
a useful feature.  
If you are buying a used walking foot sewing 
achine, there is a web site with some very good 
advice: 
https://www.canvas-boat-cover-and-repair-
advisor.com/used-walking-foot-sewing-ma-
chine.html  
 
Work Area Set-Up  
Machine Table 
A flush work surface is best (machine recessed 
& hinged for access to the bobbin). Many home-
made (tables, benches, desks) or commercially 
available options are available. Be creative: 
Check out Craigslist, Habitat ReStore, etc. and 
look for old desks, tables, countertops, closet 
doors, etc. 
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Photo 13: Sewing machine table showing a cut-out and 
recessed area to allow the machine to sit flush with 
the table work surface. 

 
Photo 14: View under the machine table showing 
height adjustments to make the sewing machine flush 
with the work surface. 

Layout & Work Surface (Tables) 
You will need more than expected. Bigger is 
better! Smooth, clean surfaces work best and 
straight, square edges are helpful, especially 
during layout. Infeed and outfeed area is re-
quired. Again, be creative. Look on Craigslist, 
Habitat ReStore and similar outlets. Flush 
doors make great tables! 

 
Photo 15: Photo of the author's canvas workshop. 

 
Photo 16: An example of a professional canvas shop. 

 
Lighting 
Bright, uniform lighting for layout and assem-
bly is a necessity. 
Tool Boxes & Sorting Bins  
These are extremely helpful for organizing tools 
and fasteners, and are essential if doing mo-
bile/dockside patterns, fitting and/or sewing. 
A carpenter’s apron is also useful as its many 
pockets help keep things under control when 
doing work in the field. 
Storage Area  
However much you have, you will always need 
MORE! 
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Useful Attachments & Tools  
Binding Attachments  
These are attachments for the sewing machine 
that allow you to easily sew edge bindings to 
cloth for a clean, finished edge. Two common 
sizes are ¾-inch and 1-inch. 
Thread Stands 
These are required to handle large 
spools/cones of thread. Having two or a double 
stand is handy to sew & wind bobbins simulta-
neously.  
Edge Guides  
Various designs are available. Adjustable or 
magnetic guides are handy to help create even 
stitch lines.  
Specialty Presser Feet 
Zipper and welting feet – available in Left and 
Right configurations – are useful in some 
“tight” situations.  
Spare Bobbins & Holder 
Allows a small stock pile of pre-wound bobbins 
so that you don’t have to interrupt larger sew-
ing jobs to wind additional bobbins. 
Assorted Layout Tools 
Scissors, small and large; various size rules 
and straight edges; clamps, weights, markers 
(pencil, chalk, grease pencils & sharpeners); 
thread “snippers”, seam ripper (heavy duty). 
Pattern Tools 
4mil poly, colored Sharpie markers, spring 
clamps, and tape. 

Quick Fit Kit 
Snap Positioning System (shown below) is use-
ful for patterning and final fitting / positioning 
and installing snaps. 

   
Seamstick 
Basting tape, a double sided adhesive tape, 
holds pieces in alignment while sewing. You 
can also do this with straight pins, but the tape 
is easier and faster.  
Fastener Attachment  
Pres-N-Snap Installation Tool (various snap & 
grommet dies req’d) is used to install grom-
mets, snaps, and other press-fit hardware to 
your cloth. Don’t buy the cheap tools based on 
a vise-grip. You’ll only get frustrated. Invest in 
the better tool, especially if you plan to use it 
more than once. 

 
Miscellaneous 
Common-Sense (twist) fastener cutter, stud 
driver; hole punches; X-Acto Knives; Snap stud 
and grommet hand dies. 
Plier Stapler 
A common stapler is good, but the high rise 
clincher is much better. This tool is useful for 
holding pieces while sewing and forming darts 
in fitted patterns, panels & covers. 

 
Hot Cutting Tool 
Use of a soldering gun with a hot-knife tip is 
OK, but having a dedicated hot knife is better. 
These are used for cutting and edge-sealing 
fabric, zippers, and lines. 
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Iron 
An iron is useful for forming hems prior to sew-
ing. 
Hem or Quilting Clips 
These are better and easier to use than pins. I 
have also had success using flat hair clips for 
this function. 

 
 

Zippers  
YKK is the most common brand. Roughly half 
of all zippers made are made by YKK. YKK Zip-
pers 101 YKK Zipper Instruction Manual Sail-
rite Zipper Video Series  
Choosing the Right Zipper  

 
There are two basic styles of zipper teeth and 
closure for marine use. Both come in different 
sizes (width) and lengths. Lengths can be spec-
ified as “finished lengths” (separating) and con-
tinuous (non-separating) sold by the yard or by 
the roll.  

YKK Vislon  
YKK #10 VF is the most common. YKK #8 VF, 
a slightly smaller size, is used for some lighter 
duty applications.  

  
The photos above show two examples of the VF 
style of teeth. The size (#10) is the width of the 
zipper teeth in millimeters. 
YKK Coil 
YKK Coil is more flexible than VF, especially in 
curved sections. #8 CF & #10 CF are the most 
common sizes used in boat canvaswork. 

  
Examples of the coil-style teeth are shown 
above. 
 

Zipper Pulls (Sliders) 
Pulls for various sizes and styles of zippers are 
available with a few options 
Chosing a Zipper Slider  
The “tab” on a zipper is the thing you pull to 
open and close the zipper. Sliders can have one 
or two tabs. 
Single Tab – The tab is on one side of the slider. 
You need to be sure to orient the slider so the 
tab will be exposed to the operating side of the 
panel. 
Double Tab – There are tabs on both sides of 
the slider to permit operation from either side 
of the panel. Double sliders can be installed on 
continuous zippers to allow opening a section 
of the zipper, e.g. opening a “smile or frown” 
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window insert from either the bottom or the 
top.  
Locking / Non-Locking – Useful in some situ-
ations, locking sliders will prevent the slider 
from opening the zip unintentionally.  
EZ-XTend Boat Zippers - for tight canvas  
 
Sources – machines, fabrics, accessories  
Sailrite.com – Full range of sewing machines, 
tools, supplies, fabrics and How-To videos. 
Singerman12 – An eBay store in Canada sell-
ing Omega sewing machines at attractive prices 
including demo machines. They have frequent 
specials. 
RochfordSupply.com – Full range of sewing 
machines, tools, fasteners, as well as many fab-
rics and some attractively priced close-outs, 
seconds & over stocks.  
SailmakersSupply.com –  
 
Resources – Learning aids  
Sailrite Projects & Tips - Learn To Sew video 
Series, Tips & Tricks Video Series and Marine 
Projects Video Series are all excellent sources 
of information. 
HoodCanvas.com –Training workshops, Tips 
& Techniques. 
BoatCanvasUniversity.com - Training Work-
shops & Videos (6 Free Videos with sign-up ). 
My personal recommondations include How To 
Make Boat Canvas, Pattern Boat Canvas Tips 
And Tricks from BoatCanvasUniversity.com  
Books Worth Reading – 
Karen S. Lipe, The Big Book of Boat Canvas. 
Jim Grant, The Complete Canvasworkers 
Guide. 
Don Casey, Canvaswork & Sail Repair. 

- Don 
 

 

 

 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
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An Opportunity – SOBOS (Self-reporting On-water Boat Operator Survey) 
P/C/C Ernest G. Marshburn, SN  

The Self-Reporting On-water Boat Operator 
Survey (SOBOS) is for any type of recreational 
boater from stand-up paddle boards (SUPs), 
powerboats, sailboats, PWCs, or human pow-
ered boats. The survey is set to run from Me-
morial Day to Labor Day of the 2018 boating 
season. 
The goal of this project is to test the efficacy of 
crowdsourcing this data as an evidence-based 
public health approach to reducing boating ac-
cidents. Until now, all boat safety statistics are 
based upon voyages that have involved acci-
dents, but there has never been an effort to 
compare to a non-accident baseline. SOBOS 
aims to address this. 
SOBOS is an iOS and Android mobile app, 
providing information about normal, non-acci-
dent based recreational boaters designed to 
mitigate recreational boating accidents. 
SOBOS asks recreational boat operators to fill 
out a short survey that permits them to select 
a span of their next cruise to be tracked on-the-
water. Both the anonymous survey and 
anonymous on-water data points are then 
linked to each on-water waypoint. 
Participants will: 
1. Support a public health and service project 

designed to reduce recreational boating ac-
cidents and fatalities. 

2. Enhance their “situational awareness” of 
other recreational boaters in the area (fu-
ture SOBOS update). 

3. Track their boat rides and inform other peo-
ple about such things as floating debris, 
congestion in the harbor, broken down 
boat, and more – all anonymously (similar 
to the Waze app). 

The difference between the SOBOS mobile tool 
and traditional chart plotters is that the data 
include more than simple way-points. It is 
stacked with the day, time, latitude/longitude, 
and speed of the boat coupled with the anony-
mous on-water survey. In a future release of 
SOBOS, this anonymous information can be 

shared with other SOBOS participants permit-
ting them to filter displayed waypoints 
Commercial, governmental, and university 
partners benefit by having access to anony-
mous, non-accident-based on-water recrea-
tional boater data that can be used to study 
normal geospatial-temporal boating patterns, 
actuarial research, or boating accident re-
search when compared to local recreational 
boating accidents. In summary, there are few 
ways that have not already been tried to move 
the recreational boating accident/fatality nee-
dle. SOBOS, focused on recreational boating 
as an evidence-based public health ap-
proach, has the potential to make on-the-
water recreational boating safer for both 
family and friends. 
Current recreational boating network members 
included the U.S. Coast Guard, National Safe 
Boating Council, American Canoe Association, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Marine 
Manufacturers Association, National Boating 
Federation, US Sailing, and National Associa-
tion of State Boating Law Administrators, U.S. 
Power Squadrons, United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, Boy Scouts of America, 
BoatUS/Geico, Brunswick Corporation, Grady 
White Boats, SeaTow Foundation, and others. 
 

 
 
How to Participate 
During the short survey, boaters will be given 
an opportunity to participate in the SOBOS on-

An Evidence-Based Public Health Approach to Reducing 
Boating Accidents 

• Update marine rules and regulations (perhaps locally  

rather than one-size fits all). 

• New boating technology related risk reduction or mitiga- 

tion (e.g., collision avoidance systems in new cars). 

• Improved focus on specific boat operator behavior  

modification that lowers overall risk. 

• Crowdsource-based Information through the SOBOS iOS 

and Android Mobile App. 
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water data collection. All contributions will re-
main anonymous. Mobile data "limited to": 
Date, Time, Latitude/ Longitude, Boat Speed, 
Altitude, and Bearing. 
The final question in the SOBOS Survey will 
read as follows: 
• Yes, I would consider participating in the 

On-Water data capture pilot test - Map My 
Boat Ride (additional information below) 

• No, I would prefer not to participate in the 
On-Water part of this survey and skip to 
end of survey 

Special Note 
You will receive several notifications, specify 
“Allow” on each to enable data collection, oth-
erwise SOBOS will not operate properly. 
During an on-water boating trip, permit 
SOBOS to capture the Date, Time, Lati-
tude/Longitude, Boat Speed, Altitude, and 
Bearing during your trip. This capture is anon-
ymous and deidentified. Altitude is included 
as a distinguishing characteristic pertaining to 
inland boating participants. 

To start, go to the “Current Trip Screen”, press 
the Start Trip button in SOBOS, during an on-
water boating trip. 
If there are no current trips (i.e., a trip not 
started), select start a new trip. 
Recording is displayed when data capture is ac-
tive. 
The app will timeout in 5 hours unless the user 
selects a prompted question to extend tracking. 
To stop trip, go to the “Current Trip Screen”, 
press the Stop Trip in SOBOS and data will no 
longer be collected. 
SOBOS permits offline use of data (i.e., Map My 
Boat Ride) by survey participants to examine 
their own data. 
For more information: http://www.sobos.org 

- Ernie 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

Ernie Marshburn is a researcher at East Caro-
lina University where he is working with the 
SOBOS project. He can be contacted at marsh-
burne@ecu.edu. 
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Superstitions, Portents, Omens, Jinx, Rituals and Taboos in the Sailing World 
By Pietro Fantoni SnipeToday.org 

 
Italian Pietro Fantoni notes that before we can 
demonstrate our racing skills, we must first be 
certain we have not gone foul on any of the su-
perstition that have been part of our sport since 
man became a sailor. 
From the early days, man realized that the sea 
can be a hostile place, especially when it was 
still believed that the earth had an edge that 
could be sailed off. The sea imposes respect and 
evokes fears, so there are many superstitions, 
rituals and taboos. 
While time has marched on, Fantoni contends 
how the intelligent modern sailor, not leaving 
anything to chance, should still observe the fol-
lowing guidelines. 
 

 
Launching 
The celebration of the launch of a new boat has 
very ancient origins. While today it is custom-
ary to break a bottle of champagne on the bow, 
in ancient civilizations the launching ceremony 
was more serious. 

Homer tells us that the Achaean fleet could not 
reach Troy, because of strong headwinds that 
keep it along the coast of Aulis. The prophet 
Calchas prophesied that the fleet would not 
leave until the Achaean king Agamemnon had 
sacrificed to the goddess Artemis his more 
beautiful daughter Iphigenia. Iphigenia, was 
sacrificed and the fleet set sail for Troy. 

 
Argo was the ship that carried Jason and the 
Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece. In 
her bow it contained a fragment of wood from 
the forest of Dodona, which could speak and 
prophesy. To ease the journey, the Argonauts 
sacrificed to Apollo two oxen, partied, got drunk 
and then fell asleep to the sound of the lyre of 
Orpheus. 
For the Greeks, libations to the gods were an 
important rite to be performed before the start 
of navigation. And the keel of a new ship was 
made wet before the launch, with the blood of 
slaves bound in chains. 
Likewise, the Vikings sacrificed prisoners to the 
gods, shedding their blood on the deck to pro-
tect their new ships. 
For the ancient Romans, cutting their hair and 
nails when the weather was good was a bad 
omen. So was sneezing, swearing and dancing 
on board ship. 
Nowadays the launching ceremony, though 
harmless and bloodless, is still full of supersti-
tions. Many sailors would feel bad if the bottle 
does not break against the bow on the first at-
tempt … whether it is the bow of a big ship or 
a Snipe. And make sure to soak the boat with 
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a few drops of champagne before you gulp down 
the rest of the bottle! 
 

Leaving the dock 
“Buona fortuna!” (“Good luck!”) In Italy this 
wish, for most sailors, means bad luck. So, 
most follow it with a gesture: touching the 
balls… to ward off bad luck. 
Instead of “buona fortuna,” push your Italian 
sailing friends off the dock with “in bocca al 
lupo” (which means literally “in the mouth of 
the wolf”). Or even more specifically, “in culo 
alla balena” (literally…. “in the asshole of the 
whale”). 
 

 
Friday 
Friday is an unlucky day. This is one of the old-
est and most enduring traditions of sailing. It 
is unlucky to begin a voyage or ‘set sail’ on a 
Friday. 
There is a legend (false) that tells the story of 
the HMS Friday. 

Sometime in the 19th century, the Royal 
Navy attempted to finally dispel the old 
superstition among sailors that beginning 
a voyage on a Friday was certain to bring 
bad luck. To demonstrate the falseness of 
this belief, they decided to commission a 
ship named HMS Friday. Her keel was 
laid on a Friday, she was launched on a 
Friday, and she set sail on her maiden 
voyage in Friday the 13th, under the com-
mand of a Captain James Friday. She 
was never seen or heard from again. 

This is a superstition that continues today. It is 
said that Olivier de Kersuason put off until Sat-
urday the departure for his attempt to break 
the record in the Jules Verne Trophy, rather 
than leave on the Friday, despite the fact that 
he had his giant trimaran Geronimo ready and 
armed at the dock and the weather conditions 
were optimal. Despite his precautions the rec-
ord was not beaten, and other attempts were 
necessary for Olivier before setting a new round 
the world record of 63 days in 2004. 
There are those, however, who don’t care about 
Friday. Jean Yves Terlain participated in the 
OSTAR ’72 (the famous solo race between Plym-
outh, UK and Newport, RI) with a “small boat” 
(three masts, 128 feet) called “Vendredi 13”. 
However, the French skipper did not win. 
For the Italians, more superstitious than other 
people, Tuesday may also cause problems. “Di 
venere né di marte ci si sposa né si parte”. 
“Don’t get married nor leave for a voyage on Fri-
days or Tuesdays”. 
 

 
Boat Name 
With regard to the belief that changing the 
name of the boat is catastrophic, the French 
agree, although with a significant exception. 
Only on August 15th can you give a new name 
to the boat, after scrupulously following a rig-
orous ritual. The boat must be renamed while 
sailing close to the wind, making a series of 
short tacks, drawing a zigzag pattern. Then she 
must bear away and go exactly downwind. The 
reason for such a ritual? The path is a snake 
that eats its own tail! Obviously, you must add 
the blessing of the priest. Woe to that priest, 
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however, if he puts one foot on the boat! French 
Snipe sailors, is this true? Or is it an urban leg-
end? 
 
Whistling 
According to many cultures, whistling at sea 
brings misfortune. It is said that Fletcher 
Christian aboard the HMS Bounty used a whis-
tle as a signal for the mutiny against Captain 
William Bligh. 
The British believe that whistling and scraping 
the mast bring wind when the wind is calm. 
This is the general rule, but don’t ever do this 
when sailing south of the Channel. For the 
French, whistling is dangerous. A sailor’s song 
from the time of square-sailed ships says: “Sif-
fle gabier, siffle pour appeler le vent, mais sitôt 
la brise venu, gabier ne siffle plus!” “Whistle 
topman, whistle to call the wind, but as soon 
as the breeze comes, topman don’t whistle any 
more!” 
 
Unfavorable wind 
The French have an old saying, perhaps obso-
lete, but worthy of mention, used on sailing 
ships of the past centuries. When they met sev-
eral days of upwind unfavorable conditions, 
they would ask, “Vent debout, vent debout sans 
fin, qui n’a pas payé sa catin?” (“Upwind, up-
wind endless, who did not pay his whore?”) The 
unfavorable wind was considered a punish-
ment for sailors who had left port without hav-
ing paid the bill at the brothel. 
 
Jonah 
For some sailors, there are people who bring 
bad luck who should not get on board. Jonah 
is the name given to these people and derives 
from the biblical prophet Jonah. Jonah was or-
dered by God to go to the city of Nineveh. A 
huge storm arose and the sailors, realizing this 
was no ordinary storm, cast lots and learned 
that Jonah was to blame. Jonah admitted this 
and stated that if he was thrown overboard, the 
storm will cease. The sailors try to dump as 
much cargo as possible, but finally throw him 
overboard, at which point the sea calms. (Jo-
nah was miraculously saved by a big fish.) 

 

 
Bananas, umbrellas, and hatch covers 
Never bring bananas on an English boat (and 
also boats of other nations, it seems). Similarly, 
do not get on an Italian boat with an umbrella. 
Never turn a hatch cover upside down. Maybe 
because an upside down hatch cover could be 
a premonition of an upside down boat? 
 
Animals 
To ancient civilizations of the Mediterranean, 
dolphins are well-wishing. When they flick un-
der the bow, they indicate the boat’s route. 
They were often depicted on the bow of the ship. 
The ships of the Phoenicians had a decorative 
spiral pattern or fish tail on the stern. The bow 
was often adorned with a horse’s head. On each 
side of the bow, above the waterline, there were 
two very large eyes that had the task of protect-
ing the ship from evil and scaring the enemies; 
they also served to “see the route.” 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge in his poem The Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner considered it extremely 
unlucky to kill an albatross: 

Day after day, day after day, 
We stuck, nor breath nor motion; 
As idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean. 
Water, water, every where, 
And all the boards did shrink; 
Water, water, every where, 
Nor any drop to drink. 

In anger, the crew forced the Mariner to wear 
the dead albatross around his neck. 
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The Greek poet Hipponax (known for being the 
inventor of a bizarre meter called scazon or cho-
liamb), launched a fierce invective against a 
painter who had painted a snake (underworld 
creature), toward the stern, rather than to-
wards the bow: for the skipper this is a bad 
omen. Surely it is jinx – says the poet. 
When you paint the serpent on the trireme’s 
full-oared side, quit making it run back from 
the prow-ram to the pilot. What a disaster it will 
be and what a sensation—you low-born slave, 
you scum—if the snake should bite the pilot on 
the shin—fragment 28 
Pork in any shape or form was prohibited 
aboard fishing boats in New England, because 
pigs and the water do not get along. The rea-
sons aren’t clear, just as is not clear why you 
cannot talk about rabbits on a French boat. 
 

 
Sirens 
The sirens were mythological creatures, beau-
tiful and dangerous, who enchanted the sailors 
with music and persuasive voices. In Homer’s 
Odyssey, they are presented as marine singers, 
inhabitants of an island near Scylla and Cha-
rybdis (the present Straits of Messina) who en-
chanted, and then killed, the sailors who im-
prudently landed there. Their deadly island 
was littered with rotting corpses. But Odys-
seus, advised by Circe, ordered his men to tie 
him to the mast of his ship and inserted wax in 
the ears of the other sailors. (Why he did not 
simply plug his own ears has never been made 
clear.) 
 

Women 
In a tradition now politically incorrect, a 
woman on a boat carries bad luck. The “schol-
ars” believe that the origin of such prejudice 
comes from the “fact” that every woman is a 
witch and witches bring storms and other dis-
asters. The French and Italians believe this, but 
not so for the British, at least so it seems. In 
the Royal Navy of Nelson’s time it was not un-
common for women to be present, even on bat-
tleships. Lady Hamilton was the hostess for 
long periods on the flagship of Admiral Horatio 
Nelson. 
 

 
Colors 
In Italy, a green boat is considered the bearer 
of bad luck. At first, the ban concerned only 
clothing. Never wear green clothes, perhaps be-
cause green is not distinguished from sea wa-
ter. Subsequently, the ban was extended to the 
color of the boat. The “believers” cite the exam-
ple of Gatorade, which almost sunk in the 
Southern Ocean during a Whitbread Ocean 
Race, and all the green spinnakers of Paul 
Cayard’s America’s Cup boat in 2001 that ex-
ploded, to the benefit of Prada. So green is bad. 
I read recently in a book that for American fish-
ermen blue is not a good color for a boat. I also 
think that for American sailors red is unlucky, 
remembering the red 12 meter Liberty that lost 
the Cup, ending the longest winning streak in 
the history of sports. 
For colors, everybody has a different theory. 
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Clothes and other taboos 
It is a widespread belief among sailors that 
wearing the regatta T-shirt is bad luck; you can 
wear the shirt, but not until the next regatta. 
Here are some other less well-known taboos. 
• Do not launch the boat first 
• Avoid go sailing the day before the champi-

onship 
• Never wear clothes ever used in racing (you 

must also train your clothes) 
• Never reminisce before a regatta about a 

storm that brought damage to your boat. 
There are so many superstitions and rituals we 
still follow today. Even the most absurd and ir-
rational superstitions remind the modern 
racer, as they reminded sailors in the past, that 
man is fallible and boats are fragile. So, I hope 
you have taken good notes, in order to protect 
yourself and your boat against bad luck in the 
unknown future. 
 
Notes: 
Homerus – Iliad 
Homerus – Odissey 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge – The Rime of the An-
cient Mariner 

Hipponax – fragment 28 
Appollonius of Rhodes – Argonautica 
Terry Coleman – Nelson – 2001 
Linda Greenlaw – The Hungry Ocean – 1999 
The Daily Sail (thedailysail.com) – The Snake 
on Superstition 
BBC website – Naval Friday 13th myth un-
founded 
Scuttlebutt – Boat naming for all occasions 
 

° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Thanks to Pietro Fantoni for 
permission to reprint his arti-
cle. It was originally published 
on www.Snipe.it in January 
2006 and republished on 
www.SnipeToday.org in 2014 
and, most recently, on 

www.Scuttlebutt.com in April 2018. You can 
reach the author at:  

Website: www.snipetoday.org 
Email: pietro.fantoni@snipetoday.org 
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Why Does The New Year Begin on January 1st? – The Day The Church Altered Time 
By Dr. Matthew E. Bunson www.Catholic.com 

 
[Editor’s Note: Offshore navigation students 
spend a fair amount of time studying – time. This 
includes calendars as well as clocks. In this 
spirit, here is a little history of how our current 
calendar took on the form it has today. – Ed.] 

° ° ° ° ° 
On the night of October 4th, 1582, the citizens 
of Spain and its colonies, Portugal, Poland, and 
most of Italy went to bed and woke up 10 days 
later. 
The peculiar event was not some medieval mir-
acle but was, in fact, an effort by the Church to 
bring about a badly needed change to time. 
Having decreed months before that a reform of 
the calendar was essential for the good of West-
ern civilization, Pope Gregory XIII (r. 1572–
1585) implemented a new calendar on the night 
of October 4th. The next day, part of the massive 
fix of the Julian calendar, was not counted as 
October 5th but October 15th, 1582. The calen-
dar reform proved one of the most important 
and impressive accomplishments for the pro-
gress of Europe in the whole of the Renais-
sance. 

For critics of the Church, the 16th century is a 
seeming treasury of embarrassments for Cath-
olics — from the so-called "bad popes," to the 
Inquisition, to the Protestant Reformation. But 
the crown jewel for criticism, of course, is Gali-
leo and his supposed persecution by an obscu-
rantist, tyrannical, and unenlightened papacy. 
Lost in much of the rhetoric surrounding Gali-
leo, however, was the immense accomplish-
ment of Pope Gregory XIII in bringing desper-
ately needed changes to the calendar.  
The problem has always been the fact that a 
year cannot contain neatly organized days or 
months. Put simply, the interval between suc-
cessive vernal equinoxes (every 365.2424 days) 
is approximately 11 minutes less than 365 1/4 
days. At the same time, the synodic period of 
the moon (i.e., the time between each full moon 
or new moon) is around 29 1/2 days, so that 
12 months add up to only about 354 days. A 
calendar that incorporates both the movements 
of the sun and moon thus becomes quite a 
challenge, and people of many civilizations 
have certainly given it their best shot.  
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Ancients’ Days 
The most influential, not to mention widely 
adopted, effort to solve the dilemma was the 
Julian calendar, introduced by Julius Caesar 
in 45 B.C. to replace the longstanding Roman 
calendar that had grown hopelessly inaccurate 
by the use of the lunar year and the intercalary 
month. His idea, with a little help from So-
sigenes, an Alexandrine astronomer, was to 
create a solar calendar with months of fixed 
lengths. Rather than try to introduce a gentle 
change, Caesar instituted what became called 
the "year of confusion" by adding 90 days to the 
year to realign the months of the Roman calen-
dar with the seasons. The first Julian year com-
menced with January 1st, 46 B.C. and the 708th 
year from the foundation of the city.  
The result was that the average length of the 
Julian calendar year was 365.25 days. To ac-
count as best it could for the subtle but im-
portant deviations in the passage of time, every 
fourth year included an intercalary day to 
maintain synchrony between the calendar year 
and the tropical year. Caesar organized the 
first, third, fifth, seventh, ninth, and eleventh 
months (i.e., January, March, May, July, Sep-
tember, and November) to have 31 days, and 
the other months 30, excepting February, 
which in common years should have only 29 
days, but every fourth year 30 days. To keep 
himself even with his illustrious predecessor, 
Emperor Augustus added an extra day to Au-
gust to have as many days as July — which had 
been named after the first Caesar. So, a day 
was taken from February and given to August; 
to prevent three months straight of 31 days, 
September and November were reduced to 30 
days, and October and December were as-
signed 31. The additional day every fourth year 
was added to February, the shortest month. In 
modern calendars, of course, the intercalary 
day is still added to February, but as the 29th.  
 

Time Shifts 
The Julian calendar remained in use through-
out the entire history of the Roman Empire. The 
Church naturally adopted it in the development 
of the liturgical calendar. Easter was placed on 
the first Sunday after the first full moon after 
the vernal (spring) equinox. Obviously, then, 

the calculation of the equinox assumed consid-
erable and understandable importance. If the 
equinox was wrong, then Easter was celebrated 
on the wrong day and the placement of most of 
the other observances—such as the starts of 
Lent and Pentecost—would also be in error.  
As the Julian calendar was far from perfect, er-
rors did indeed begin to creep into the keeping 
of time. Because of the inherent imprecision of 
the calendar, the calculated year was too long 
by 11 minutes and 14 seconds. The problem 
only grew worse with each passing year as the 
equinox slipped backwards one full day on the 
calendar every 130 years. For example, at the 
time of its introduction, the Julian calendar 
placed the equinox on March 25th. By the time 
of the Council of Nicea in 325, the equinox had 
fallen back to March 21st. By 1500, the equinox 
had shifted by 10 days. 
The 10 days were of increasing importance also 
to navigation and agriculture, causing severe 
problems for sailors, merchants, and farmers 
whose livelihood depended upon precise meas-
urements of time and the seasons. At the same 
time, throughout the Middle Ages, the use of 
the Julian calendar brought with it many local 
variations and peculiarities that are the con-
stant source of frustration to historians. For ex-
ample, many medieval ecclesiastical records, fi-
nancial transactions, and the counting of dates 
from the feast days of saints did not adhere to 
the standard Julian calendar but reflected local 
adjustments. Not surprisingly, confusion was 
the result.  
 

The Church Saves Time 
The Church was aware of the inaccuracy, and 
by the end of the 15th century there was wide-
spread agreement among Church leaders that 
not celebrating Easter on the right day — the 
most important and most solemn event on the 
calendar — was a scandal.  
Pope Sixtus IV (r. 1471-1484) made the first ef-
fort to reform the calendar, hiring the astrono-
mer Johann Müller who, unfortunately, was 
murdered soon after. As the work of other as-
tronomers could not gain universal acceptance 
owing to problems of competing national inter-
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ests and varying opinions, the Church re-
mained the best chance of promulgating a de-
finitive solution to a growing crisis.  
Pope St. Pius V introduced a new breviary in 
1568 and missal in 1570 in keeping with the 
mandate of the Council of Trent, and both of 
the new texts included adjustments to the lu-
nar tables and the leap-year system. The prob-
lem of Easter, however remained, as did the 
basic difficulties with the Julian calendar.  
In 1563, the Council of Trent had approved a 
plan in principle to restore the date of the ver-
nal equinox to that of 325 and to install the 
needed changes to the calendar to make the 
calculation of Easter more accurate. Italian as-
tronomer and doctor Luigi Lilius proposed a so-
lution in his ambitious work Compendium no-
vae rationis restituendi kalendarium (Compen-
dium of the New Plan for the Restoration of the 
Calendar). He suggested a slow, 10-day correc-
tion to amend the temporal drift since Nicaea 
and a more careful application of the leap day. 
Lilius died in 1576, but his brother presented 
his theories to the one person who could some-
thing about them — the pope. 
Cardinal Ugo Buoncompagni had been elected 
Pope Gregory XIII on May 13th, 1572 as succes-
sor to Pope Pius, and he was determined to fix 
things once and for all. Happily receiving the 
manuscript, the pope appointed a commission 
to investigate solutions. He placed at its head a 
Jesuit mathematician and astronomer named 
Christoph Clavius. The basic ideas of Lilius 
were adopted, but Clavius preferred that any 
correction should take place in one sweeping 
move rather than a gradual implementation. 
The commission’s recommendations were then 
presented to the pope and were promulgated by 
the pontiff in the papal bull Inter Gravissimus, 
signed on February 24th, 1582.  
Like Julius Caesar before him, the pope agreed 
that small adjustments were no longer viable. 
Instead, he decreed that Clavius’ approach 
should be followed: 10 days would be removed 
from the calendar. So, October 4th was followed 
by October 15th. With one act, the vernal equi-
nox of 1583 and those that followed would oc-
cur around March 20, a date much closer to 
that of the Council of Nicaea. To overcome the 
challenge of losing one day every 130 years, the 

new calendar omitted three leap years every 
400 years, so that century years were leap 
years only when divisible by 400. Using this 
method, 1600 and 2000 were leap years but 
1700, 1800 and 1900 were not.  
Technically, the pope could not decree that na-
tions and kingdoms adopt the new calendar, 
but its value was noted immediately in repair-
ing centuries of inaccuracy on the part of the 
Julian calendar. The new calendar was first in-
augurated in Spain, Portugal, Spanish colonies 
in the New World, the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth, and most of Italy. The Holy Roman 
Empire followed, and then the rest of the Cath-
olic world. France deployed the new calendar in 
December 1582.  
 

Stuck in the Past 
Had the reform occurred a century before, of 
course, it would have been much easier to im-
plement across all of what was then a united 
Christendom. As it was, in a post-Reformation 
Europe, the new computations were greeted 
with suspicion in the lands that were no longer 
Catholic. Protestant Germany adopted the cal-
endar slowly. Prussia accepted it in 1610, while 
the rest of the Protestant states decreed it only 
in 1700.  
The English, especially during the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth I (r. 1558-1603), rejected any 
thought of adopting a calendar created under 
the name of a pope and remained long suspi-
cious that this was some Catholic plot. Conse-
quently, even as anti-Catholic bigots in the 
English Isles lampooned the popes as enemies 
of progress, they were 10 days behind everyone 
else in Western Europe for over 150 years. And 
after the leap year of 1700, they were 11 days 
behind. The English compounded the dating di-
lemma further by celebrating New Year not on 
January 1st but according to the older custom 
of March 25th. As the American colonies ad-
hered to the English system, they shared in the 
temporal displacement. Americans now cele-
brate the birth of George Washington on Feb-
ruary 22nd, 1732, according to the Gregorian 
calendar. However, according to the English 
reckoning, he was born on February 11th, 
1731-32.  
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Acknowledging at last that the continued use of 
the Julian calendar and celebrating New Year 
on March 25th were "attended with divers in-
conveniences," the British Parliament passed 
the Calendar (New Style) Act in 1750. The New 
Year would begin on January 1st rather than 
March 25th and time would be counted accord-
ing to the Gregorian calendar. The act went into 
effect on September 2nd, 1752, and the next day 
was decreed as September 14th, 1782. 
Russia and the Eastern Orthodox Churches re-
jected the new calendar and continued to use 
the Julian calendar in their calculations for 
Easter. The Gregorian calendar was accepted 
as the civic calendar in Russia only after the 
Russian Revolution in 1917. The Eastern Or-
thodox continue to use a revised Julian calen-
dar, with the exception of the Finnish Orthodox 
Church, which adopted the Gregorian calen-
dar.  
The Gregorian calendar is the most widely used 
calendar in the world today and has fulfilled 
well the aspirations of Pope Gregory XIII. And 
so, the same Church that was supposedly the 

obstacle to progress and science gave to the 
world a reliable means of counting the days 
that has withstood the test of time itself. 

- Dr. Matthew Bunson 
° ° ° ° ° ° ° 

Dr. Matthew Bunson is Senior 
Correspondent for Our Sunday 
Visitor and a senior fellow of the 
St. Paul Center for Biblical Theol-
ogy. He is the author or co-author 
of over forty-five books, as well 
as editor, lecturer, and expert on 

Church history, the papacy, and Catholic cul-
ture. He serves as a special consultant for many 
Catholic and secular TV and radio programs. 

° ° ° ° ° ° ° 
Special thanks to Catholic Answers 
(www.Catholic.com) and Todd Aglialoro 
(taglialoro@catholic.com), Director of Publishing, 
for allowing us to reprint this article which origi-
nally appeared on their web site on July 1st, 
2008. 
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A Little Bit Extra… 
Just a little activity for wannabe artists. Reduce some stress, color this turtle, and bring your result 
to your next local squadron meeting and share with other budding artists. 

 
“The indescribable innocence of and beneficence of Nature – of sun and wind and rain, of summer 
and winter – such health, such cheer, they afford forever!” 

– Henry David Thoreau 
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The Editor’s Editorial 
By D/Lt Tom Alley, SN 

‘Tis the Season 
It’s that time of year 
again. Commissioning 
season. After a winter 
of having various boat 
projects accumulate, 
it’s time to start imple-
menting them in the 

annual ritual that be-
comes the mad rush to get our boats 

ready to fling back into their natural element. 
Have you done any projects on your boat this 
year? Please share them so they can be in-
cluded in the August issue of The Deep 6. 
 
Spring Conference 
The annual Spring Council and Spring Confer-
ence for D/6 has just concluded. Reports from 
the February Annual Meeting attendees show a 
renewed emphasis from National officers for 
on-the-water (OTW) training and for the re-
branding of the United States Power Squadrons 
as “America’s Boating Club”. Expect to hear 
more and more about both of these priorities in 
the coming year. 
 
VOCs 
As boaters, we hear a lot about “VOCs” or “vol-
atile organic compounds”. These are a primary 
concern to some when buying paints, solvents, 
cleaners, sealants, or construction materials. 

However, that’s not the VOC I’m talking about 
here. 
Those of you who might have worked in indus-
try or retail probably know of VOCs as being 
the “voice of the customer”. Listening to the 
VOC is an important step to ensure that a prod-
uct or service meets the requirements and de-
sires of the end-user. 
In that vein, I’d like to hear from you. How is 
The Deep 6 doing at meeting your expectations? 
What would you like to see more of? What do 
you want to see less of? Do we publish too of-
ten? Not enough? Are the issues too big? Too 
small? Are the topics varied enough that you 
can always find something interesting? Or are 
they too broad and need to be reigned in a bit? 
Whether it’s a compliment, complaint, sugges-
tion, or simply an observation, please share it. 
If you’d rather it came to me anonymously, 
please feel free to send it to my supervisor, the 
District Secretary (Mark Erway, secre-
tary@uspsd6.org) and he will pass it on to me – 
without your name attached! 
Until the next issue, here’s hoping that spring-
like weather will arrive soon and that our boat-
ing season makes up for the cold, wet, dreary 
weather we’ve been having so far. 

- Your Editor, Tom 
° ° ° ° ° 

The editor has, once again, opened his big 
mouth. Please e-mail your comments to: 

theDeep6@uspsd6.org 
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USPS D/6 2018 RENDEZVOUS: GEMS OF THE THOUSAND ISLANDS 
Dates:  Wednesday, August 1 – Friday, August 3, 2018 

Location:   Clayton Yacht Club, 115 Bartlett Point Road, Clayton, NY 

Host Squadron: Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron 

 

Rendezvous Chair:  D/C Jeff Freedman, JN-CN 

 315-446-6320 (h); 315-450-4556 (c) 

 freedmaj@upstate.edu 

 
Local Arrangements Chair: P/C Michael Paetow, P 

 315-399-9100 (c) 

 mikepaetow@gmail.com 

 

Highlights of the Rendezvous include:  
• On The Water (OTW) Jump-Start training, Inland Navigation (IN) and Coastal Navigation (CN) Training and 

Certification 

• A cruise to Potter’s Beach with swimming and a potluck picnic, returning via Binnacle Island and the scenic 

back channel thru the Admiralty Islands 

• A BBQ Banquet at Clayton Yacht Club, followed by ‘60s style folk singing around a fire pit with Melissa Sieling, 

who will lead us in singing the newly commissioned song “Where have all the Boaters Gone?” and many old 

favorites 

• Golfing, both regular and miniature 

• Sailing in Forty Acres 

• An excursion to Boldt Castle 

• A winery tour 

• And a tour of the Antique Boat Museum 

 

From these offerings, please indicate your desired activities on the attached schedule to facilitate planning, and 

return with the registration form by May 20th. 

 

A limited number of transient slips are available at Clayton Yacht Club.  Contact P/C Mike Paetow, P for slip 

reservations.  Amenities at the Clayton Yacht Club include the following: 

• Restaurant and Bar serves lunch and dinner.  Continental breakfast will be available.  

• A beach and a raft for swimming; a sand pile and swings for children 

• Huge outdoor lawn for private events 

• Full docking amenities on most docks for members and visitors 

• Coin Operated washer and dryer on premises 

• Showers in the restaurant area 

Our Rendezvous precedes the Clayton Antique Boat Show and Auction, which will be on Saturday, August 4.  A partial list 

of marinas in Clayton and of hotels in Clayton and nearby Alexandria Bay is included herein.  Make your slip or hotel 

reservations ASAP!!! 
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Rendezvous Schedule / Activity Checklist 
Please indicate number participating in each activity and return with registration form and check by May 20th. 
  

Wednesday, Aug 1  Boat Operator Certification (BOC) and On the Water (OTW) Training 
9 AM - Noon ______ OTW: Inland Navigation (IN) and Seamanship  

9 AM - Noon ______ CN Seminar and cruise plan instructions  

Noon - 1 PM ______ Lunch off the menu at Clayton Yacht Club Restaurant  

1 PM - 4 PM ______ OTW:  Coastal Navigation (CN) and Piloting  

5 - 6:30 PM ______ Meet & Greet: Clayton Yacht Club, open cash bar plus snacks  

6:30 PM ______ Dinner off the menu at Clayton Yacht Club  

Thursday, Aug 2  Potter's Beach Picnic & Admiralty Island Cruise 

8 - 9 AM ______ Continental Breakfast at Clayton Yacht Club  

9 - 11 AM ______ Jump Start Instruction: Docking Skills, etc.  

11 AM ______ Departure to Potter's Beach  

11 AM - 3 PM ______ Potter's Beach: raft-up, swimming and potluck picnic  

3 PM ______ Depart from Potter's Beach 

3 - 5 PM ______ Cruise to Binnacle Island and then thru Admiralty Islands to Clayton 

6 - 7 PM ______ Cocktail hour: Open cash bar at Clayton Yacht Club 

7 - 8 PM ______ BBQ Banquet at Clayton Yacht Club ($25 pp)  

8 - 10 PM ______ Folk singing around the fire pit: Melissa Sieling 

Friday, Aug 3  Activity Day 

8 - 9 AM ______ Continental Breakfast at Clayton Yacht Club  

9 AM ______ Depart for Golf Outing in Clayton with Ken Green  

9 AM ______ Depart for Sailing  

9 AM - Noon ______ Excursion to Boldt Castle with Jim Ryder or Jeff & Tess Freedman  

Noon - 1 PM ______ Lunch off the menu at Clayton Yacht Club Restaurant  

1 - 3 PM ______ Miniature Golf Tournament, River Golf Adventures, Clayton  

1 - 5 PM ______ Winery Tour with Jim Sharpe  

3 - 5 PM ______ Antique Boat Museum: Guided Tour  

6 PM 

 

 

______ 

______ 

Dinner off the menu at Clayton Yacht Club  

or Local Restaurants 

Post-Rendezvous   

Sat, Aug 4 ______ Clayton Antique Boat Show and Auction  

Sun, Aug 5 ______ Cruise to Brockville: Aquatarium at Tall Ships Landing  

Mon, Aug 6 ______ Return via Singer Castle on Dark Island  

 

Schedule subject to change depending on number of sign-ups. Additional admission fees will apply to golf and museums. 

Banquet fee is $25 pp and Rendezvous registration fee is $10 pp (includes facility fees and continental breakfast at Clayton 

Yacht Club). 
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HOTELS/MOTELS 
Rates and availability are as advertised on Hotels.com on 4/10/18 
 
IMPORTANT: IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND BY LAND AND REQUIRE A ROOM, MAKE YOUR OWN 
RESERVATION ASAP.  ROOMS ARE FILLING FAST DUE TO THE CLAYTON ANTIQUE BOAT SHOW SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 4.  
 

CLAYTON 
1000 Islands Harbor Hotel 
200 Riverside Drive, Clayton, NY, 13624 

866-573-4235 

2 rooms left at $233/night 

 

The Clipper Inn 
126 State St., Clayton, NY, 13624 

866-925-8676 

1 rooms left at $114/night 

 

Fair Wind Lodge 
38201 NYS Route 12, Clayton, NY 13624 

315-686-5251 

 

ALEXANDRIA BAY (12 mi, from Clayton on Rt. 12) 
Rock Ledge Motel 
45302 NYS Route 12, Alexandria Bay, NY, 13607  

866-538-0251 

4 rooms left at $95/night 

 

Otter Creek Inn 
2 Crossmon Street Extension, Alexandria Bay, NY, 

13607-1800  

866-538-6252 

$121 

 

Riveredge Resort 
17 Holland Street, Alexandria Bay, NY, 13607  

866-539-5067 

2 rooms left at $164 

 

Bonnie Castle Resort & Marina 
31 Holland Street, Alexandria Bay, NY, 13607  

866-539-9234 

$148/night 

 

 
Swan Bay Resort 
43615 NY-12, Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 
(315) 482-7926 
 

call for RV reservations 
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MARINAS/TRANSIENT SLIPS 
 
IMPORTANT: IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND BY BOAT AND REQUIRE A SLIP, MAKE YOUR OWN RESERVATION 

ASAP. SLIPS ARE FILLING FAST DUE TO THE CLAYTON ANTIQUE BOAT SHOW SATURDAY, AUGUST 4.  

 
Clayton Yacht Club 

  115 Bartlett Point Road 

  315-686-3742 

  Contact Syracuse P/C Mike Paetow at 315-399-9100 / mikepaetow@gmail.com 

 

Clayton Harbor Municipal Marina 
  301 Webb St, Clayton, NY 13624 
  (315) 686-6010 
  VHF 71 

  https://dockwa.com/explore/destination/clayton-harbor-municipal-marina  
  Make reservations online or call Mike Paetow at 315-399-9100. 

  Marina includes the use of washrooms, showers, water and WiFi 

 

 

1000 Islands Harbor Hotel Marina 

  200 Riverside Drive, Clayton, NY, 13624 

  866-573-4235 

  transient boat docks 

 

French Bay Marina 
  530 Theresa St, Clayton, NY 13624 
  (315) 686-5574 

 

Islander Marina & Lodge 

  500 Theresa St., Clayton, NY 13624 

  315-686-5574 
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2018 D/6 RENDEZVOUS RESERVATION FORM 
Name (1):            Rank    Grade    

Name (2):            Rank    Grade    

Address:                 

Phone:       Squadron:         

District:    Email:            

 

Hotel/Marina (Indicate H or M; Make your own reservations ASAP!!!): 

Hotel/Marina Reservations If coming by boat… 

_______ Wednesday, August 1st  _______ Sail 

_______ Thursday, August 2nd  _______ Power 

_______ Friday, August 3rd  _______ LOA 

  _______ Require utilities? 

 

Name of Boat          Model        

 

Do you have:    IN certification?   CN certification? 

Are you willing and able to teach Jump-Start boating skills?    

Do you desire to take a 2-hr. Jump-Start boating skills session?    

If so, which skill?   Knots and Line Handling    Low-speed Boat Handling 

     Docking and Departing    High-speed Boat Handling 

     Anchoring      Slalom Course 

     Arriving and Departing from a Mooring 

     Other:            

  Number of extra passengers you can take in your boat on excursion to Potter’s Beach 

  Number that need a ride on boat excursion to Potter’s Beach 

  Number of extra passengers you can take in your boat on excursion to Boldt Castle 

  Number that need a ride on boat excursion to Boldt Castle 

  Number of extra passengers you can take in your boat on cruise to Brockville, Ont. 

Do you have any dietary restrictions? (Vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, lactose free)     

                

                

Return Registration Form and your Schedule Activity Checklist with check for banquet ($25 pp) and 
registration ($10 pp) fees made out to USPS District Six to: 

 Cathy Garofalo, 7160 Frank Long Road, Jamesville, NY, 13078 by May 20th   
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District Calendar 
2018 
May 
1 Spring 2017 issue of The Deep 6 publi-

cation date (D6) 
8 OTW Sail Class Begins, Watkins Glen 

(Seneca) 
19-25 Safe Boating Week 
26 Junior Sailing Dockside Orientation, 

Watkins Glen (Seneca) 
 
June 
2 Junior Sailing 2018 Begins, Watkins 

Glen (Seneca) 
23 JN Class Begins, Watkins Glen (Seneca) 
 
July 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
28 D/6 Rendezvous Cruise Fleet Depar-

ture, Watkins Glen (Seneca) 
 
August 
1-3 D/6 Rendezvous, Clayton, NY. (D6) 
7 Summer issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date (D6) 
3-5 54th Annual Antique Boat Show & Auc-

tion, Clayton, NY. 
12-19 USPS Governing Board, Minneapolis, 

MN. (National) 
 
September 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
October 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 

 

November 
9-11 District 6 Fall Council & Conference, Ni-

agara Falls (D6) 
7 Fall issue of The Deep 6 publication date. 

(D6) 
 

December 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
2019 
January 
15 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles. (D6) 
TBD Change of Watch (Seneca) 
 

February 
1 Winter issue of The Deep 6 publication 

date. (D6) 
17-23 Annual Meeting, Orlando, FL. (National) 
 
March 
No events currently scheduled. 
 
April 
12-14 D/6 Spring Conference & Change of 

Watch (D6) 
17 Deadline for The Deep 6 articles (D6) 
 

° ° ° ° ° 
Do you have an event that you think others 
should know about? Please let me know so that 
it can be included!  

– Ed. (TheDeep6@uspsd6.org) 
 

 


