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Summer 20111 Boa�ng is fun -- we’ll show you how 
C O M M A N D E R ’ S  
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D/C Russ Dibble, JN 
As I write my first The Deep 6 

article as District Commander, it is 
being done by oil lamp. Mother Na-
ture has blessed us with much rain 
and high winds. So much so our 
electric company estimates at least 
eight hours before power is restored. 

This piece and quiet gives me 
time to reflect on discussions I’ve 
had with squadron members over the 
past few months and give you my 
thoughts on each subject. 

The most talked about and im-
portant area to our Squadrons is 
Membership. It seems every Squad-
ron member I’ve spoken to under-
stands this is a top priority. 

Now for my thoughts: 
Regarding our current members, 

we know our members are intelli-
gent, caring people. We also know 
you don’t have to own a boat to go 
boating. You just need someone who 
has a boat, add a little water, some 
friendly people and a good experi-
ence is in progress. However what if 
the boater is inexperienced? Are you 
willing to teach them? I would guess 
probably you would.  Even though 

(Commander’s Corner Continued on page 4) 

fication. This is the first time that the 
Coastal Navigator on-the-water skill 
demonstration event and the four 
available required two hour seminars 
will be presented in District 6. The 
on-the-water skill demonstration ses-
sions will be offered in the morning 
and afternoon on both Wednesday 
and Thursday. For those who did not 
complete the Inland Navigator on-
the-water skill demonstration at the 
2010 rendezvous, one session will be 
offered on Wednesday morning. Ses-
sions will start at dockside at 0800 
and run until all participants on the 
boat have completed the skill sets. A 
short lunch break will be taken be-
fore the afternoon session. Organiz-
ers hope to have four boats available 

(Rendezvous 2011 Continued on page 2) 

Commander Russell Dibble, JN, 
and Mate Dawn, invite you to an 
Educational On-The-Water Event, 
better known as the District Rendez-
vous 2011. The annual get-together 
will be held 26-28 July at Historic 
Watkins Glen, NY, and is based on 
Cdr Dibble's theme "Education & 
Socialization Go Hand in Hand." 
After being exposed to Seneca 
Squadron's Educational Department 
during his tenure on the squadron 
bridge, Russ wanted to host an event 
combining the attractions the Wat-
kins Glen area has to offer and the 
opportunity for District 6 members 
to advance their Boat Operators Cer-
tification. 

The educational focus is on the 
Coastal Navigator Boat Owner Certi-



Page 2 The Deep 6  Summer 2011 

The Deep 6 
Published three times a year by Syracuse Sail 

and Power Squadron, Inc., for District 6 of 
United States Power Squadrons.® 

 
District Commander 
 D/Lt/C Russell C. Dibble, JN 
 RR 2 Box 26 
 Columbia Cross Roads, PA 16914-9708 
 570-297-4199 
 rdibble@shopvac.com 
Executive Officer 
 D/Lt/C Charles Gray, AP 
 6224 County Rt. 27 
 Canton, NY 13617-3800 
 315-386-5216 
 CharJu@twcny.com 
Educational Officer 
 D/Lt/C William A. Herrick, JN 
 74 Conklin Forks Road 
 Binghamton, NY 13903-6811 
 607-723-4818 
 wherrick@stny.rr.com 
Administrative Officer  
 D/Lt/C Judith Swanson, JN 
218 Summer Haven Drive So. 
 East Syracuse, NY 13057-3100 
 315-632-4470 
judyswanson@twcny.rr.com 
Secretary 
 D/Lt/C David W. Schulz, AP 
 241 Higby Road 
 Utica, NY 13501-0511 
 315-266-0511 
 david.schulz@verizon.net 
Treasurer 
 D/Lt/C William M. Warren, P 
 9304 Jackson Hill Road 
 Cuba, NY 14727-9732 
 585-968-3215 
 wmw0844@hotmail.com 
Assistant DEO 
 1st/Lt Tom Shuell, N 
 8077 West Rivershore Drive 
 Niagara Falls, NY 14304-4326 
 7116-283-0457 
 shuell@buffalo.edu 
 
  The Deep 6 Staff 
Editor 
 P/R/C Richard E. Ashley, SN 
 42799 Seaway Ave. 
 Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 
 315-440-2729 (Cell) 
 deep6editor@aol.com 
Editorial Assistants 
 P/R/C Frank E. Penny, SN 
 D/Lt Grace E. Penny, AP 
 P/C Ann V. Ashley, AP 
 
The opinions 
expressed in 
The Deep 6 are 
those of the 
authors and do 
not necessarily 
represent those 
of United 
States Power 
Squadrons or 
District 6. 

for the skill tests. The skills are 
demonstrated at low speed and sail 
boats are ideal for the event. Boats 
need to have a plotting table or area 
available for plotting part of the skill 
demonstration. Should a member 
consider offering use of his/her boat, 
please contact P/R/C Jack Fletcher, 
SN, at rival36@roadrunner.com. 

Four Coastal Navigator Seminars 
are scheduled to be presented during 
the two day event. The seminars are: 
Marine RADAR, Mastering the 
Rules of the Road, Onboard Weather 
Forecasting and VHF and VHF/DSC 
Radio. Depending on demand and 
instructor availability, each seminar 
will be presented once a day.         

Watkins Glen, at the southern 
most point of Seneca Lake, is a fa-
vorite summer lake destination in 
Upper New York State. The area 
features everything from lake tour 
boats, shopping, wine tasting, mari-
nas, and camping to a NASCAR race 
track. Selection of dining ranges 
from fine dining to lake side cafes 
and local coffee shops with a country 
atmosphere. Hillsides covered with 
vineyards and scenery second to 
none makes Watkins Glen a place 
where visitors can just relax by the 
lake and enjoy the summer. 

Unfortunately, the Watkins Glen 
area does not have a facility of suffi-
cient size to provide both lodging 
and meeting space common to most 
district events. The rendezvous com-
mittee has reserved ten rooms at the 
Anchor Inn Motel on a first come 
first serve basis.  Attendees that wish 
to stay at the Anchor Inn may call 
607-535-4159. Others should make 
reservations at any of the numerous 
lodgings listed on the Watkins Glen    
Website www.watkinsglen cham-
ber.com. Seneca Commander Terry 
Stewart, AP, will handle reservations 
for boat dockage at the village mari-
na.   

Cdr Dibble's home squadron, 
Seneca Sail and Power Squadron, is 
hosting the event and has arranged 

(Rendezvous 2011 Continued from page 1) for use of the Clute Park Community 
Center for the headquarters for the 
event. Clute Park is located on the 
west side of the canal just as you 
enter the lake from the south. The 
Community Center has ample park-
ing and provides a central location 
for registration and the two evening 
meals planned during the event. An 
"Arrival Get-Together" is scheduled 
for Tuesday evening from 1800 to 
2000. The event is a casual gathering 
and the entry ticket includes all you 
can eat pizza and two (2) beers, or 
soda. Additional beverage will be 
available at the cash bar. The squad-
ron has applied for a Special "Beer 
and Wine Only" License for the 
event so liquor will not be available 
at either meal. Wednesday evening, 
a picnic dinner is scheduled with 
cocktails at 1800, and dinner follow-
ing at 1900. There will be a cash bar 
for beer and wine. The rendezvous 
will end Thursday evening with a 
casual get together at the Anchor Inn 
lakeside Tiki Bar with a cash bar. 
Reservations are not necessary for 
this event, however, headcount is 
appreciated. 

PRO Lt. Scott Stevens, AP, as-
sembled a page of recommended 
attractions to help District 6 mem-
bers make their own choices of ac-
tivities (copy included). In addition, 
the area has a number of local web-
sites; most can be accessed from the 
Watkins Glen Chamber of Com-
merce Website www.watkinsglen 
chamber.com. In addition, maps of 
the area and list of restaurants for 
breakfast and lunch will be available 
at registration. 

It is the goal of the rendezvous 
committee to allow time for rendez-
vous participants to enjoy the area as 
well as take part in the educational 
and socialization that is planned. 
Commander Russ has selected " Ed-
ucation & Socialization Go Hand in 
Hand ". Now it's time get your regis-
tration sheets sent in and show that 
District 6 members can practice this 
theme! 
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D/C Russell Dibble, JN & Dawn 
Invite you to District 6 Rendezvous 2011 

An On–the–Water Event 
26–28 July 2011 — Watkins Glen, NY  

 
 
 
1- Personal Info 
Name__________________________________________ 
Spouse/Guest____________________________________ 
Others with you/Children (age)______________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
Address ________________________________________  
              ________________________________________ 
Phone__________________________________________ 
E Mail__________________________________________ 
Home Squadron__________________________________ 
2-Boat Info 
Boat Name______________________________________ 
Length___________Beam_____________Draft________ 
Power or Sail_________________________ 
Arriving _______________Departing_________________ 
 
3-Accommodations Info 
Village Marina Dockage:  
 $30.00 per night with Elec. & Water 
22 Slips: widths 8 to 16 feet, any length, draft to 16 feet 
Payable in cash to Dock Master Cdr Terry Stewart, AP 

Deadline for Slips is 30 May 2011 
Please register by e-mail to tstewart2@stny.rr.com 

or at 607-742-5100 

Hotel Room at Anchor Inn, telephone 607-535-4159 
Make your own reservations prior to 30 May 2011;  
reference District 6 Rendezvous 

Check Watkins Glen Website for other accommodations 
 
4-Meals  

 #Attend     Cost 
Tuesday - Arrival Get-together 
All you can eat Pizza  
   & two Beers/Soda @$10.00/Per _______   ______ 
Walk-ins @ $12.50/Per  
Cash Bar: Beer & Soda 
 
Wednesday - Picnic Dinner 
   @20.00/Per; Walk-ins $25/per   _______  _____  
Cash Bar: Beer, Wine & Soda 
 

Total Meals            $________ 
 

  No. Attending     Cost 
5 - Educational Events * 
**Inland Navigator OTW Event  

 Wednesday 7/27 AM $60/Per*  ________  ________ 
 

**Coastal Navigator OTW Event 
Wednesday  AM  $60/Per*  ________  ________ 
Wednesday  PM  $60/per*  ________  ________ 
Thursday  AM $60/Per*  ________  ________ 
Thursday  PM $60/Per*  ________  ________ 
* Includes $10.00 Fuel surcharge 
 
Wednesday 7/27 

**Land Side Seminars 
Marine RADAR   $35./Per  ________  ________ 
Mastering the  
Rules of the Road  $35/Per  ________  ________ 
Onboard Weather  
Forecasting  $35/Per  ________  ________ 
VHF and  
VHF/DSC Radio  $35/Per  ________  ________ 
Paddle Smart      $35/Per      ________  ________ 

 
Thursday 7/28 

**Land Side Seminars 
Marine RADAR   $35./Per  ________  ________ 
Mastering the  
Rules of the Road  $35/Per  ________  ________ 
Onboard Weather  
Forecasting  $35/Per  ________  ________ 
VHF and  

         VHF/DSC Radio  $35/Per  ________ ________ 
 

Total Education Events       ________ $_____ 
 
* Fees include Course Materials. 
**Seminar Schedule Dependent on Number of reservations received. 

Schedule may be adjusted to meet needs. 
 

Event Fee Summary    
 
Meals  .................................... Total $__________  
 
Education Events  ................. Total $__________  
 
Rendezvous Event Fee  ......... Total $__________ 

Please make checks out to 
Seneca Sail & Power Squadron 

Mail Registration form and check to: 
 

Lt. Dawn Dowdle 
9696 Grove Springs Rd. 

Hammondsport, NY 14840 
 

DEADLINE for MEALS and Educational Events: 15 June  2011 
Questions??? - e-mail msproul@stny.rr.com  

Ph 607-562-3334 
 

Headquarters located at Clute Park Community Center 
 
Meals located @ Headquarters. Map, schedule and area attrac-
tions to follow on Sail Angle and at the event. 

Education & Socialization 
Go Hand in Hand   
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some may not feel they are teachers, 
but we all teach in one form or an-
other. Teaming an experienced mem-
ber with an inexperienced member 
would be a good member retention 
tool and help to keep the good times 
rolling. We all needed help learning 
boating at one time or another. 

Now consider public boating 
course and seminars. People look to 
their instructors for learning and 
guidance. They trust the instructor. I 
know this may not be true for all 
seminars but you don’t need a boat 
to teach them. However, good hands
-on aides would be very helpful. Use 
a large dock and show them how to 
tie dock lines to such things as pil-
ings, rings and cleats. Don’t forget to 
show them how to heave a line. I’m 
using this as an example because of a 
conversation I had with a co-worker 
a week ago regarding tying to a 
cleat. Using hands on instruction 
shows your students you know what 
you’re talking about when demon-
strating your skills. This could help 
attract new members. 

Many of us enjoy relaxation and 
socialization and I’ll bet your stu-
dents do too. Consider having a so-
cial get-together during your class or 
after course completion. One squad-
ron taught their public boating 
course in class for one Saturday, and 
then held their review and exam ses-
sion on a tour boat. It should be not-
ed the tour boat sold the pizza. An-
other squadron had a party and invit-
ed the students who passed. With 
both of these scenarios, the squad-
rons showed they are boat smart fun 
people and both attracted new mem-
bers.  

Attracting whole families as 
Squadron members does happen. But 
why do some Squadron’s have suc-
cess and some don’t? It could be be-
cause you’re speaking to the wrong 
person. I distinctly remember 1993. 
Dawn was going to buy a new car. 
She had done her homework and was 
ready. I said “I’ll go with you.” We 

(D/C’s Message Continued from page 1) got to the dealership, she told the 
sales person (a male) what she was 
looking for and the sales person did-
n’t respond and speak to her, he 
spoke to me. Well let’s just say 
things were a little warm on the way 
home. And it was naturally my fault 
for suggesting we go to that dealer-
ship. 

My friend, who is a mechanic at 
that dealership, was not spared and 
got an earful. Next was a call from 
the salesperson, profusely apologiz-
ing. She did buy the car with a few 
upgrades and discounts thrown in. 

The moral of the story is simply 
this. “If Mama is Happy, then Every-
one’s Happy.” The female partner 
will look at organizations and deter-
mine the following; is it cost effec-
tive, will we learn something, and 
are the activities of this organization 
geared toward family involvement. 
We can and do provide the things a 
family is looking for. 

By now you’re all aware of the 
partnership between USPS and 
Brunswick. Smith Boys have pre-
sented two checks in the amount of 
$500.00 each for the N. Tonawanda 
and new Syracuse store. All five 
Western NY squadrons involved 
with the N. Tonawanda franchise 
and Syracuse Squadron is handling 
the new Syracuse franchise. 

I have sent the latest information 
I have to our squadron commanders. 
Once the tweaking is complete, 
ADEO Tom Shuell will be writing a 
procedure on how all of our squad-
rons can deal with any boat dealer. 

Please, one word of caution on 
pricing. When this opportunity first 
came along our squadrons asked 
District to take the lead and come up 
with a cost for public courses and 
seminars to be held at dealers. This 
has been done. Please use the price 
structure. It will save us all an em-
barrassing situation down the road.    

Here again we have another op-
portunity for membership. 

Squadrons are having trouble 

filling Bridge positions. This is a 
problem in most of our squadrons. 
Why? One thought is our potential 
Bridge members don’t know what to 
expect and are apprehensive about 
taking these positions. I was. I had 
no real idea what I was getting into 
when I went on the Seneca Bridge. I 
did have a couple of advantages. One 
was a PDC named Kirnie and the 
other a PDEO named Sproul. They 
were my mentors. I later learned I 
should have called them Flag Lt’s 
when I became Commander. They 
provided guidance and advice to me 
and still do today, as do many others. 
Without their help it would have 
been a very difficult task. 

When you have a member of 
your squadron willing to take a posi-
tion on the bridge, help them. Find 
someone to mentor them, to be their 
Flag Lt. You’d be surprised; it may 
not be as hard as you think to help 
someone. 

To further assist our Squadron 
Bridge development, Jerry Zambro-
ski is in the process setting up a 
Leadership Development seminar 
with the help of other PDC’s to be 
given at the Fall Conference. 

At Fall Council the PDC’s are 
going to present a “Do It Right” 
seminar. 

George Clarke is working on yet 
another Leadership program that will 
bring instructors in from out of town. 
We will need 50 members to sign up 
for this program in order to have it 
held in District 6. 

I’ve sent an email to all squadron 
Commanders asking them to form a 
committee in their Squadron that 
would call their non-renewal mem-
bers. I’ve also asked if they would 
like some help from the District.  

Our 2011 District Rendezvous 
will be held in Watkins Glen with an 
arrival date of 26 July and run the 27 
and 28 of July. If an extra day is 
needed for the BOC or Seminars, 
this will be conducted on 29 July. 
More on this from the Rendezvous 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Committee is contained within. 
At a Squadron’s COW I was 

asked if District could hold a Semi-
nar during Council or Conference on 
how to market ourselves. I thought 
this was a great idea and I pursue 
this. VC Baldridge will be a good 
place to start. 

The First Aid and CPR classes 
were a big hit. I was asked if we 
could do things such as this which 
would not only be a big help on the 
water, but be of help during our dai-
ly lives. Another great idea! 

If you go back and read my first 
sentence you’ll understand why we 
still teach skills such as 60 D Street. 
It never hurts to practice and keep up 
on those skills. And don’t forget the 
spare batteries. 

(Continued from page 4) 

 I am not sure summer is ever 
going to come to the North. This 
may be the year with no summer. 
The weather is mostly cold and 
damp/soaking). As I write this epis-
tle it is the middle of April and the 
cover is still on the Boat. Launch is 
May 1st and I have work to do.  

Speaking of work to do, I en-
courage each squadron to contact 
Judy Swanson, the Commander of 
Syracuse Sail and Power squadron, 
and get a briefing on Co-operative 
Charting. This is an important activi-
ty for everyone that boats on the St. 
Lawrence River or lakes. Judy perse-
vered and had the Statue of St. Law-
rence that is on the Canadian Pali-
sades of the St. Lawrence River ac-
cepted as a landmark for future 

charts.  
Another great activity that will get 

our name out to the Boating Public is 
the Vessel Safety Check program. 
This is a fun activity, you meet new 
people, you are performing a service 
to the community, and you get to look 
around some awesome boats. Remem-
ber a kayak, dinghy and PWC all 
qualify as boats to inspect as well as 
the larger ones.  

Now is a good time to begin mar-
keting our squadrons. Publicity is al-
ways good and most of the time radio 
spots and newspapers are free as pub-
lic service announcements.  

I am probably preaching to the 
choir, but, please be very careful this 
time of year. The water is very cold 
and some of us have not acquired our 
sea legs yet. It can be fatal to fall over-
board without a PFD.  

Lastly I would like to remind eve-
ryone of the “American Waterway 
Watch” program. Basically it asks all 
boaters to report any suspicious activi-
ty on America’s waterways. Do not try 
to enforce anything. We are not Law 
Enforcement, however, don’t hesitate 
to notify the Coast Guard or other Law 
enforcement agencies of anything out 
of the ordinary.  

D/Lt/C Charlie Gray, AP  

I am pleased to an-
nounce that my addition 
to the NOAA chart that 
includes the Canadian 
part of the The Thousand 
Islands bridge (14772) 
will have the statute of St 
Lawrence included as a 
landmark. I had submit-
ted this correction after 
two summers of trying to 
get coordinates at the 
statute itself and not just 
a water latitude and lon-
gitude. Then it had to be 
submitted to the District 6 
chairperson. Since that 
was me that one was 
easy. Then it was submit-
ted to the national region-
al representative and fi-
nally submitted to NO-
AA. I just got word that 
NOAA has accepted it. 
So now we wait until the 
next publication of the 
chart.  

Now that I know the 
system actually works I 
want to urge you all to 
start looking for needed 
corrections. Just take a 
camera and GPS and get 
going!  

Cooperative Charting  — St. Lawrence River 
Syracuse Sail and Power Squadron — Cdr Judy Swanson, JN 

District Executive Officer 

Photo of St. Lawrence Statue  
©Ian Coristine/1000IslandsPhotoArt.com 
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Visit the District 6 on the web at: 
http://www.usps.org/localusps/D/6 

for the latest news. 

Coming Events 
for District 6 

Rendezvous 26–28 July 
 Watkins Glen, NY 
 Seneca Squadron Hosting 
 See pages 1, 2 and 3 of this issue 
 
Deadline - Fall The Deep 6 

1 Sept 2011 
 
Fall Council Geneva on the Lake 
 Ramada 
 24-25 September 2011 
 
Fall Conference 11–13 November 
 Holiday Inn, Auburn, NY 
 Auburn Squadron Hosting 

2011 VSCs 
The D6 VSC examiners are 

now actively completing vessel 
examinations as part of the 2011 
program. West Marine is again 
offering discount coupons to boat-
ers who get a vessel check. Cou-
pons can be printed from the na-
tional VSC web page. Now is also 
the time to recertify previously 
certified VEs, recruit and certify 
new examiners and establish 
squadron recognition incentives. 

The USCGAux VSC Deputy 
Director is P/C Dick Myrick who 
taught many of us all we know 
about Vessel Safety Checks. Dick 
was also the original D6 VSC 
Chairman. In his new role, he re-
ports that the USCGAux is work-
ing on an incentive program for 
Vessel Examiners. Hopefully this 
will migrate to USPS. Dick also 
advises that a new 30 question 
hardcopy VE course exam is being 
developed. When finalized it will 
be migrated to the on-line test. Al-
so, that a new chapter 5 –all about 
paddle boats- has been added to 
the VSC manual which is in the 

process of a complete rewrite.  
Remember that the VSC offers a 

one-on-one educational opportunity 
with the boat owner. It is an oppor-
tunity to share your knowledge with 
the boater, your local knowledge of 
the boating area and to spend quality 
time with recreational boaters. The 
VSC provides the opportunity to re-
cruit new members and explain the 
benefits of membership in USPS.  

Again in 2011, the primary focus 
of the  National Safe Boating Cam-
paign is the wearing of life jackets. 
VEs should wear the inflatable life 
jackets provided by the USCG when 
conducting VSCs. 

Please do your part to make 
2011 “A VSC Year to Remember”. 
Paddlecraft 

There is a renewed emphasis by 
the Coast Guard and the Auxiliary 
on paddle craft- canoes, kayaks, din-
ghies, etc. because of the vast num-
ber of them and the high incidence of 
accidents/deaths. A new VSC form -
7012a -has been designed specifical-
ly for paddlecraft. While the require-
ments for paddlecraft are minimal-
typically a life jacket (to be worn) 
and a sound signal (whistle, horn, 
etc)-the VSC provides examiners 
with an excellent opportunity to dis-
cuss general safety issues. Don’t for-
get that the Coast Guard would like 
VEs to visit paddlecraft rental loca-
tions to inspect the rental fleet, and 
to have a similar equipment and 

safety discussion with the outfitter. 
The USPS National VSC com-

mittee reports that they have received 
several requests for printed copies of 
the new Paddle Craft VSC form. The 
7012a is available only in digital 
form to date. When the USCG Aux-
iliary has them printed and provides 
them to USPS they will be added to 
the VSC standard order form and 
availability announced on SailAngle. 

Until the printed forms are avail-
able VEs have a couple options if 
they wish to use this new form. 1) 
You may print copies of the online 
7012a Paddle Craft form and either 
use carbon paper or make a duplicate 
copy to provide one to the boater and 
keep one for your USPS records. 2) 
Use a printed copy of the online 
form as a check list to conduct the 
VSC but fill out the regular 7012 
form to record the VSC and give a 
copy to the boater. Either approach is 
acceptable if you choose to use the 
new form before printed copies are 
available. 

Vessel Safety Check Program 
D/Lt Marshall Shear, SN 

Strengthening the CPS — USPS Bond 
District 6 of  USPS has long had a strong bond with the CPS Districts near 
our location, and with CPS. Over the years members and officers from every 
level has crossed the border to share in Squadron, District and National Meet-
ings. Many hold membership in both organizations. The District 6 Spring 
Conference was no exception! Pictured on page 7 is a ceremony that took 
place at the Conference. Katherine McCleod, AP, CPS National Administra-
tive Officer, administered the Pledge to, left to right, Lt John Burns, Nancy 
Baldridge, V/C Robert Baldridge, SN, P/C Maxine Flagg, SN, P/D/C Paul 
Flagg, SN and D/C Russell Dibble, JN.  
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USPS-Brunswick Partnership Comes to District 6 
By D/1st/Lt Tom Shuell, JN, Swiftwater 

The USPS-Brunswick partnership has taken root in District 6.  The five Western New York Squadrons (Buffalo, Hamburg, 
Lockport, Niagara, and Swiftwater) along with the Syracuse Squadron have become partners with Smith Boys Marine Sales.  Two 
of Smith Boys’ five dealerships in District 6 (North Tonawanda and Syracuse/Brewerton) have joined together to promote boating 
education and safe boating in District 6. 

Smith Boys’ two dealerships are the 5th and 6th Brunswick dealers nationwide to join the USPS-Brunswick partnership.  The 
relationship within D/6 provides our squadrons with an opportunity to (1) recruit new members, (2) receive revenue from seminars 
and courses, and (3) provide public service; the advantage for the dealer is increased traffic through their salesroom and an oppor-
tunity for the two organizations to work together in a sagging boating market with fewer boaters. 

The WNY Squadrons have announced a series of four seminars to be offered beginning on 21 May with Using GPS.  Trailering 
Your Boat will be offered on 4 June, followed by Marine Radar and Boat Handling Under Power on 11 and 18 June, respectively.  
The Syracuse squadron will begin offering seminars and courses as soon as the new Smith Boys’ dealership in Brewerton is com-
pleted in May or June. 

Squadrons will charge $35 for USPS members and $50 for non-members to attend a seminar with $15 of the $50 non-member 
price applied to USPS membership, if the person joins USPS.  A second member of the immediate family who wishes to share the 
books may attend the seminar for $10; a third family members will pay the full amount and receive the books, with a fourth member 
of the immediate family attending for $10. 

The price for the ABC3 course will be $45 with the same immediate-family policy.  Persons taking the course who previously 
purchased the book from Smith Boys will be charged a $10 examination fee.  Everyone who completes the course and passes the 
exam will be offered a free 6-month USPS membership in whichever squadron they wish. 

The squadron responsible for a seminar or course provides the instructor, purchases the books, furnishes the projector and 
screen, and receives 50% of any revenues over-and-above the cost of books, materials, postage/handling, and any other expenses.  
Squadrons providing proctors for a particular seminar/course receive a proportional amount of the remaining 50% of any profit.  
Smith Boys provides the tables, chairs, and coffee. 
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Great Meeting Ideas Encourages Participation 

Editor’s Comments: On of the recurring themes in this and recent issues of The Deep 6 is Member-
ship: how do we gain members, how do we retain members. I decided to take some of the material from 
recent District 6 Squadron Publications, and make them the focus of this “Around the District.” I hope 
it is useful and informative. 

Iroquois Sail and Power Squadron — 
April Meeting Review 

Keith and Judy Kroon provided a great 
presentation. They have travelled the world’s 
canals since 1999, and are members of the 
“Canal Society of NYS” and the “American 
Canal Society.” The slide presentation was 
nothing more that spectacular. One of the slides 
(right) shows a rotating lock that swings 180° 
vertical. 

Can your 15-year-old be �cketed 
for opera�ng a jet ski 300 yards off 
the West shore of Grand Island? Be-
fore answering, would he or she be 
in U.S. or Canadian waters? Many 
U.S. boaters think the middle of the 
West River is U.S-Canadian border. In 
fact, in most places, 80% of the river 
is in Canada, with the boundary be-
tween 140-240 yards from Grand 
Island. As we once were told when 
stopped by the Canadian Coast 
Guard leaving our Summer Rendez-
vous at Beaver Island, “If you’re in 
deep water, you’re in Canada.”  

So, yes, your son or daughter 
would be in Canadian waters. But 
there is another piece to the puzzle: 
what is the legal age in Canada to 
operate a PWC? It happens to be 16, 
so a 15-yearold could receive a $350 
�cket!  

This was one of several inter-
es�ng and useful pieces of infor-
ma�on shared with those a� ending a 
Law Enforcement Seminar on 9 April. 
Thirteen Swi�water Sail and Power 
Squadron members a� ended the 2-
hour seminar at the Buffalo Launch 
Club. Thank you P/C Roy Pasieka, AP 
for informing us of this important 
seminar. Representa�ves of more 
than 10 law enforcement agencies  
made presenta�ons and answered 
ques�ons. The most reassuring news 
for many of us, especially since it 
contradicted the inaccurate state-

Law Enforcement Seminar  — Par�cipants from Swi� water Squadron 

ment of an earlier presenter, came from a member of the Canadian Coast 
Guard. Ci�ng the Treaty of Ghent and the right of innocent passage, he said 
that as long as we are underway (dri� ing or under power) in Canadian wa-
ters, it is not necessary to call Canadian Immigra�on, as long as we don’t an-
chor or breach the coastline (e.g., going up Chippewa Creek). 

Pictured above are Swi�water Members a� ending the Seminar from L to 
R: Lt/C Les Amold, AP, P/C Roy Pasieka, AP, Lt Randy Oppenheimer, JN; Cdr 
Cindy Oppenheimer, JN; P/D/C Patsy Cunningham, SN, P/C Ray Wessoloski, 
AP, 1st/Lt Tom Shuell, N, S�/C Priscilla Clarke, AP, P/R/C George Clarke, SN. 
Also in a� endance: George Schieder, P, Dave Celani, S, P/C Tom Dixon, P and 
Lt Richard Watson, AP. 
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From Cdr Bryan Walrath, JN, Utica Sail and Power Squadron 
Offering Power Squadron Classes to the Public 

This spring we offer the sail class to the public and we gained 9 new members. This is how it happened. Early in the 
year, January or so, our SEO Dave Schulz recommended that we take the advice of district and adopt the policy of 
providing our courses to the public. As a rule we set the cost to members as the cost of the book, about $40 and the cost 
to nonmembers was $107. Now for $57 you can be a member of the USPS. Or for $97 you get to take the course, be-
come a member, and save money. Gee, what a marketing ploy. At first I thought this was a little … but it makes sense. 
Now for everyone else, you can set the prices as you feel comfortable. Most of the public is not aware of the courses 
we teach, services we provide, nor the dedication of our members. I could not think of a better way introduce the USPS 
to new members. There are new boaters every year and they truly want to learn about all facets of boating. Our PR Of-
ficer, George Silverman, made an excellent public relation announcement that he forwarded to local newspapers. If you 
would like, I will send you a copy. Just send me a note at bwalrath@twcny.rr.com. All of our courses will now be of-
fered to the public. It’s a win win. 

We were told last year that recruitment 
was our mission and we would be re-
ceiving awards for membership increase over 1% of the previous membership level. Our leaders didn’t just put out the 
challenge and leave it there. They developed programs to do just that. I have been telling you about these new initiatives 
all year in my newsletter message. If you all haven’t been reading them I have you as a captive audience NOW. There 
are four significant areas of growth and development. They have been well developed. Now it is our turn to institute 
them. 
• Sail Angle – a very powerful tool to increase our communication and involvement in our squadron activities. It has 

taken the last year to get the membership acquainted with what it is and how it is used. Now every member who has 
an e-mail with national has been signed up as a part of Sail Angle. For SSPS this is about 82 of our 115 members. 
Part of Sail Angle is ability to reply to an invitation to an event. Of that 82, 20 members responded yes or no to the 
invitation to the Change of Watch.  That is only 25% of those receiving the e mail. Not good enough. We need better 
involvement with the process. 

• Education – We have opened our classes to nonmembers and eliminated the required sequence of classes. We have 
added about 20 new seminars that are open to the public. We have not publicized this enough and therefore have not 
been able to take advantage of the opportunities of attracting new members. We have trouble attracting people to 
take any of our classes and currently do not have an instructor willing and able to teach our most challenging course, 
Navigation. I thought maybe no one was interested in learning about this in the age of GPS. I found a listing of all 
the graduates of Navigation in the country for the year 2010. There were 180 graduates. That’s a lot of people will-
ing to take the time to learn what people say we don’t need! See below for Comments of Utica Squadron’s imple-
mentation and success. 

• On the water certification has been something the Coast Guard has been pushing  us to do. The reason for that is we 
have good insurance to cover the use of other people’s boats. The Coast Guard does not expect to have this insur-
ance coverage for many years to come. I became a certified Inland Navigator that allows me to certify others. Now I 
am looking forward to qualifying for the next level — Coastal Cruiser. People will hear about this and want that cer-
tification. 

• Lastly, is our agreement with Brunswick Boats. Dusty McCoy, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Brunswick 
Company was presented the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators’ Public Service Award at the 
USPS Annual Meeting in Orlando. This annual award is presented to companies that make significant contributions 
to boating safety. Brunswick and USPS recently formed a partnership to offer boating education and training 
through USPS’s 440 squadrons in conjunction with Brunswick’s 1,500 boat dealers in the U.S. During his keynote 
address to the 700 members and delegates McCoy presented a compelling case for such an effort, which could only 
be accomplished by like USPS. 

Editor’s Note: Please see the article below for Utica Squadron’s results with offering Sail to non-members. Also, 
please see the article on this a page 7 relative to the Brunswick project on District 6. 

Tools! Excerpts from the Commander’s Message 
at Syracuse Sail & Power Squadron 

Change of Watch — Cdr Judy Swanson, JN 
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Editor’s Note: An example of outstanding material that can be used in our 
publications to make them more interesting, and build a sense of value in 
membership in USPS. This is from Iroquois Sail and Power Squadron’s 
Smoke Signals. Thank you, Doug for making this issue of The Deep 6 more 
interesting! 

More Great Meeting Ideas 
and Fun “Family” Events to  

Encourage Participation 
Iroquois Squadron:  
⇒ Annual Membership Picnic 1 June 

at Penton Park Pavilion – bring a 
dish-to-pass, with squadron provid-
ing meats, soda and water.   

⇒ Annual Rendezvous featuring the 
Rain Gutter Regatta, with kits avail-
able in May. Lots of on-water activ-
ities, land contests. This will be 
held 6 August at Cdr Jerry’s home. 

Several Squadrons: 
⇒ Squadron gatherings at West Ma-

rine Dealers where they are in-
formed of the latest in marine 
equipment available. Possibility for 
pre-gathering in a local eatery? Yes! 

 Susquenango Squadron: 
⇒ Merit Mark Recognition and Gen-

eral Membership Meeting to be held 
on 18 May under the pavilion at 
Country Pines Inn. Cost is $13.00, 
but no charge for Merit Mark 
Recipients. 

⇒ A meeting program that had Mr. 
George Entwistle speaking about 
ethanol additives in gasoline. This 
was in conjunction with a Covered 
Dish Supper at the Binghamton Fire 
Station. 

⇒ Protecting our Environment as a 
meeting topic with discussions on 
oil changes and disposal of Oil Ab-
sorbent Materials. See below. 

Swiftwater Squadron: 
⇒ Commander’s Brunch 
⇒ Summer Rendezvous 
⇒ Cooperative Charting Workshop 
⇒ Boatique & Marine Auction 
⇒ Wine & Cheese Party Honoring 

New Members 
Ithaca Squadron: 
⇒ A complete calendar of events early: 

MAY 20 – DISH TO PASS AT CLAPPER & 
 KAHABKA’S – Kevin Williams will 

 talk about his experiences sailing from 
 Bahamas to NYC 

JUNE 2 – ITHACA FESTIVAL PARADE 
 Join the fun — the theme is A Midsum

 mers Night’s Dream 
JUNE 17 – ITHACA YACHT CLUB  
JULY 16 – KIDDER’S RESTAURANT 

JULY 29 – D/6 REND. IN WATKINS GLEN 
AUGUST –  INDELICATOS  
SEPTEMBER – FLAGGS  
OCTOBER 
DECEMBER – WOOLLARD/MILLER’S 

Syracuse Squadron: 
⇒ Has a well staffed float in the An-

nual St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
⇒ Membership Meeting Programs: 

⇒ Lake Ontario Weather by Robert 
Ballentine and Scott Steiger, 
Meteorology Group, SUNY 
Oswego. 

⇒ NAVAL BATTLES OF LAKE 
ONTARIO DURING THE 
WAR OF 1812 – Gary Gibson 
from   Sackets Harbor, NY. 

⇒ Opening & Closing “Parties” at 
their own Binnacle Island. 

⇒ “Happy Hours most every month at 
various places in the Central New 

York area – an opportunity to just 
hang out and chat with friends. 

Editor’s Note: I know that many other 
squadrons plan and announce ahead; 
this is a great advantage to your mem-
bers in planning their busy schedules. 

Let’s not forget also the various 
things that squadrons are doing together, 
such as joint Founder’s Day events, and 
shared Changes of Watch. Also, as we 
have seen reported in The Deep 6, the 
five West Central New York squadrons 
– Buffalo - Hamburg - Lockport - Niaga-
ra - Swiftwater – that are sharing pro-
grams and events. 

So, did you get some good ideas for 
your squadron to use ? Does your squad-
ron have anything to share with the oth-
ers in District 6. I would love to hear 
from you! 
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Certifiers can no longer “clone” 
themselves. 

National is trying to create inno-
vative methods to dispense our edu-
cational messages and they’ve got a 
beauty coming. On 14 June at 2011 
National is hosting a webinar con-
ducted by a NOAA employee dis-
cussing 500 millibar weather charts. 
These charts are especially useful for 
blue water and coastal cruisers but 

(DEO Continued from page 12) they can help all of us get a better 
understanding of why the weather is 
like it is on the ground. There will be 
a $20 fee for the webinar and details 
will be forthcoming. 

Speaking of weather, the 
Onboard Weather Forecasting semi-
nar has been replaced with a new 
more comprehensive seminar, Basic 
Weather and Forecasting. Take-
away course material includes a full 
color seminar guide as well as an 

many years, and earned 53 Merit 
Marks for contributing his time 
and efforts to the squadron, which 
means he was a Member of the 
Governing Board. He had earned 
the Grade of Senior Navigator 
(SN), and was a Charles F. Chap-
man  Award winner; this is the 
most prestigious award of USPS. 

Ann and I have fond memo-
ries from, when returning from a 
National Meeting he was able to 
join us in the USAirways Club, 
where we chatted for a long time 
about his many experiences. All 
of USPS will miss his many gifts. 

Jim Herz, SN, was also a ded-
icated USPS member, and a good 
friends of Ann and me, and our 
Asst. Editors, Grace and Frank.  

Jim was a very active member 
of the Squadron for 40 years and 
was a former Squadron Com-
mander. Jim held positions at 
both the Squadron and District 
levels and was the “go to” guy for 
answers to questions regarding 
squadron policy and protocol. He 
held the Grade of Senior Naviga-
tor. He had earned 39 Merit 
Marks for contributing his time 
and efforts to the activities of the 
Squadron. Carol was always there 
to support him. 

We’ll miss them both as fellow 
squadron members and as true 
friends. 

Ye Olde Editor’s Corner 
by P/R/C Dick Ashley, SN 

Onboard Weather Forecasting 
QuickGuide. 

Mark your calendars for the Dis-
trict Rendezvous at Watkins Glen 26 
July through 28 July. This will be a 
combination educational and social 
event with a complete slate of semi-
nars and activities. Details are in this 
Deep 6 issue. Note that this is a mid-
week event. 

I had a suspicion that some-
thing was going on. My son, Da-
vid, called and needed infor-
mation RIGHT NOW on some of 
the things that I had done, the of-
fices I had held, during my 45+ 
years as a member of United 
States Power Squadrons. So I 
started going down the list: Com-
mander of Syracuse Sail and 
Power Squadron, DEO of District 
6, D/C of District 6, R/C of In-
structor Training etc., etc., etc. 
After a bit he said “STOP, I 
NEED SOME INFORMATION 
NOT A BIOGRAPHY!! 

So, when he called the even-
ing of the Spring Conference I 
was not surprised that something 
had happened, but I was still 
overwhelmed to learn I had been 
chosen for the Member Achieve-
ment Award. The plaque is beau-
tiful, and the honor heartwarming. 
Thank you, P/D/C Paul Flagg, 
SN, and the members  of District 
6 for this honor. I sincerely treas-
ure it. 

Under the banner of “Around 
the District” I have pulled togeth-

er articles, from the various publi-
cations from District 6 Squadrons 
that I receive, and called them 
“Membership Ideas.”  They are 
offered in recognition of their ef-
forts in this critical area, and as 
ideas for other District 6 squad-
rons to try. We all know that 
membership, and membership 
retention, are issues for each 
squadron as we seek to carry on 
our programs of educating the 
public and ourselves, offer an in-
teresting social program to keep 
up the membership, and build the 
enthusiasm that will lead to more 
members, more jobs filled and 
more members prepared to accept 
leadership roles in the squadron. I 
urge you to look through them, 
consider them — and implement 
them.  

And while we are talking 
about sustaining and encouraging 
members, I have to talk a bit 
about two of our members, both 
from Susquenango Squadron, 
who have recently passed away. 
The first is Bob Greaves. Bob 
was a very active United States 
Power Squadron member at the 
squadron, district and national 
levels, and was noted for his in-
volvement in the Navigation Pro-
gram. He taught Navigation for 
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Educational Corner 
D/Lt/C William A. Herrick, JN 

This space was supposed to be 
occupied by a new tenant but I’ve 
been extended for a while until the 
remodeling is done and the correct 
tenant moves in. Bear with us. 

The Brunswick/USPS alliance is 
alive in District 6. The five squad-
rons in the Buffalo area are working 
with Smith Boys in North To-
nawanda, and Syracuse and Auburn 
will be working with Smith Boys in 
Syracuse. Both Smith Boys locations 

have completed the application pro-
cess for acceptance into the national 
program and the opportunity for us 
to work with boating retailers is in 
gear. ADEO Tom Shuell’s com-
ments in this issue detail the Smith 
Boys/Buffalo area squadrons’ 
agreement. 

The HQ800 system has been 
implemented at national. This is the 
on-line tool used to report schedul-
ing of ABC3 classes as well as all 
our seminars, advanced grades and 
electives. The ABC3 requirements 
are all handled through Boating 
Course Assistant (BCA) software. 
BCA will do much of the “busy 
work” associated with conducting 
an ABC3 class; things like student 
records, certificate and wallet card 
printing (use Avery 8371 or equiva-
lent), statistical reporting and more. 
The current version is 7.0.2. There 
have been some glitches with earli-
er versions so it’s important that 
you are using the most recent ver-
sion. It’s easy to complain about the 
program, but when you consider 

that this software is the product of 
one unpaid volunteer, not a paid 
team, it really is a remarkable tool. 

Remember that people who pass 
ABC3 can be offered a free 6 month 
membership in USPS. Remember 
that the offer must be made to the 
entire class and that there is a 30 day 
window for acceptance. Any people 
who accept the membership must be 
submitted by the squadron within 30 
days of the class end date. 

The Boat Operator Certification 
program has revised some policies 
regarding on the water testing and 
training. National is developing a 
group of regional certifier trainers 
who have completed a three day on 
the water course. These people aren’t 
going to school to demonstrate their 
proficiency; they’re going to school 
to be taught proper methods based 
on a tough curriculum. There is a 
new 24 page certifier manual which 
can be downloaded that explains the 
new procedures and responsibilities. 

(Continued on page 11) 

Visit District 6 
on the web at: 

www.usps.org/localusps/D/6 
Check out The Deep 6 in full color! 

Education & Socialization 
Go Hand in Hand   


